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~ Tulips to be planted at

‘DDA parks this winter

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: This winter season,
' tulip bulbs are set to be planted
in Delhi Development Authority
parks across the city, officials in
lieutenant governor (LG)
VK Saxena's office said on Tues-
day — the first time that these
flowers will be planted outside
New Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC) areas in the Capital.

The officials said that tulips
will be planted in 65 locations
across Delhi, while other winter
flowers, such as petunia, salvia,
cineraria, antirrhinum; Poppy,
verbena, dianthus,. hollyhock,
nasturtium, coreopsis, pansy,
and lianum will be planted at 91
places in the city,

The tulips are set to be
planted in DDA areas such as
Baansera, Asita, and at least I8
parks where statues of heroes of
the freedom struggle were
installed, and in NDMC areas
such as Shanti Path, Talkatora
Garden, Windsor Place, Central
Park (Connaught Place), Mandi
House, Akbar Road, -
puri, Lodhi Garden and Nehru
Park

In a first, 500 tulip bulbs have
also been planted at Raj Niwas,

“This winter season, the num-
ber of tulips planted in the Capi-
tal will be double the 150,000
planted last year in the New
Delhi area. 300,000 tulip bulbs
have been procured at the
instructions of LG Saxena, of
which 100,000 are for DDA

AnNDMC official said that
planted in New Delhi areas,

parksand 200,000 are for NDMC
areas,” a senior official said,
declining to be named.

Saxena, as the lieutenant gov-
ernor, is the chairman of DDA.

An NDMC official said that
200,000 lakh tulip bulbs are
being planted in New Delhi
areas, and the civic body is work-
ing as per the directions of the
LG.

According to officials in the
LG office, Saxena had in March
issued instructions to double the
number of tulips to be sourced
and planted this season. They
said the LG had taken up the
matter of sourcing tulips with
his counterparts in Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh as well as
the Himachal Pradesh govern-

200,000 Iakh tulip bulbs are being

HTARCHIVE

ment, and had asked NDMC to
source the flowers from within
the country — rather than
importing them — to encourage
and boost indigenous suppliers,
and to ensure cost cutting in pro-
curement, - :
In November, NDMC estab-
lished a unit of the foreign flow-
ersat Lodhi Garden. A
to officials at the civic body,
almost 54,000 imported tulip
bulbs were harvested this year,
of which 52,000 have been sent
to the Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research-Institute of
Himalayan Bioresource Tech-
nology in Palampur for further
research. Two thousand bulbs
are currently in the two cham-
bers at the Lodhi Garden unit,
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Cloud kitchen policy to
be tabled soon: Minister

Alok KN Mishra
‘htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi govern-
ment's cloud kitchen policy is
likely to be placed before the
Arvind Kejriwal cabinet for
approval soon, officials familiar
with the matter said on Tuesday.

The policy will help cloud

‘kitchens in four areas — ease
licensing and compliances,
infrastructure development,
funding support, and building
capacity, they added.

According to government esti-
mates, the Capital has 20,000
cloud kitchens and independent
food outlets employing 400,000
people in various ways. How-
ever, most of these kitchens are
unregulated. Bringing them
under a regulatory framework
will generate more jobs and
improve the hygiene standards
of existing kitchens, the officials
said.

“The Delhi Independent Food
Outlet Policy is ready to be pre-
sented before the Arvind Kejri-
wal cabinet for approval. The
policy will support independent

ACCORDING TO
GOVT ESTIMATES,
DELHI HAS 20,000
CLOUD KITCHENS
AND INDEPENDENT
FOOD OUTLETS
EMPLOYING
400,000 PEOPLE

food outlets and generate more
employment opportunities in
the sector. It will simplify and
streamline licensing and compli-
ance requirements for the cloud
kitchen industry,” said industry
minister Saurabh Bharadwaj.

An official from the industry
department said the policy will
allow cloud kitchens to work
24x7 in commercial areas such
as markets and notified indus-
trial areas.

The new policy will also
develop a single-window system
for cloud kitchen licence appli-

‘cations. “When the policy will be

notified, cloud kitchens will not
have to approach different

departments or agencies for dif-

ferent licences. They will be able
to apply all licenses from a single
window system through a digital
platform,” the official said.

“Under the policy, all licenses
will be brought under a single-
window system through a digital
platform and it will be ensured
that the licences are generated in
a time bound manner,” said
Bharadwaj.

At present, cloud kitchen
operators apply for licences
from various government orga-
nisations such as Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi, the Delhi
Police, the fire department, and
the Delhi Development Author-
ity (DDA).

According to the official, the
big kitchens will need a no-ob-
jection certificate from the fire
department, while kitchens
smaller than 250 square feet will
be exempted.

The twill also pro-
vide training to people working
in cloud kitchens. The policy will
also set up a state-level banking
committee for financial assist-
ance to cloud kitchens, officials
said.
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Around 3 lakh Tulip bulbs have been purchased this year —1 lakh for DDA parks and the remaining for NDMC areas. Express

This yr, witness multi-hued tulips in full bloom ﬁ.

- SAMANHUSAIN
- NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 26

. THISWINTER, tulips in shades of
* yellow, white, orange, purple,
. blue, pink and red will adorn 65
prominent locationsin Delhi in-
¥ dluding Shanti Path, Talkatora
Garden, Central Park in
* ConnaughtPlace, Lodhi Garden,
. and Nehru Park, among others.
Around 3 lakh Tulip bulbs
‘ have been purchased, with 1
lakh going to DDA parks and the
remaining to areas under the
New Delhi Municipal Council
_'(NDMC) — tripling the amount

of flowers that were planted in
the New Delhi region alone last
year (roughly 1.5 lakh).

This is in line with Delhi L-G
VK Saxena’s plan to turn the cap-
ital into a ‘City of Flowers". Raj
Niwas is also witnessing the
planting of 500 Tulip bulbs, mari-
ing the first-ever presence of
these flowers within its grounds.

To support indigenous sup-
pliers while reducing procure-
ment costs, the matter of sourc-
ing tulips has been taken upwith
the Lt-Governors of J&K and
Ladakh, and the Government of
Himachal Pradesh rather than
sourcing them internationally.

Earlier this year, the NDMC
had initiated the establishment
of a foreign flowers unit at Lodhi
Garden, contributing to the re-
search and cultivation of im-
ported Tulip bulbs. According to
the NDMC, almost 54,000 im-
ported bulbs were harvested this
year, out of which 52,000 have
been sent to the Council of
Sdentificand Industrial Research-
Institute of Himalayan Bio-re-
source Technology in Palampur
for further research. 2,000 bulbs
arecurrentlyinthe two chambers
at the unit in Lodhi Gardens.

The L-G office has alsoissued
directives to maintain optimal

temperatures in nurseries for
nurturing Tulip saplings locally.
“Saxena has asked agencies like
MCD, DDA and NDMC whi
ownandoperate nurseriestotry -
and achieve temperatures be-
tween 10-12 degree centigrade
in theirnurseries__,” according to
anote from the L-G office.

The upcoming floral extrava-
ganzawon't be confined to Tulips
alone. Seasonal flowers like
Petunia, Salvia, Cineraria, and
many more will soon grace 91 lo-
cations across the city. The possi-
bility of introducing Daffodils in
the upcoming season is also be-
ing explored, said officials.
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bamboo-themed park

Jasjeev Gandhiok
letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Delhi's forest and
wildlife department is creating a
dedicated bamboo park in south-
west Delhi’s Galibpur village —
the second such park to come up
in the national capital after
| Baansera in southeast Delhi —
officials aware of the matter said
on Tuesday, adding that over
8,200 bamboo comprising over
100 different species would be
grown in the park.

A senior forest official said
that the bambusetum — a term
used for a park or a garden with
a collection of different bamboo
| species —will be spread over an
area of around five acres and a
tender has already been floated
procure the trees.

“Bids will be received till the
first week of January, after
which the project will be allotted
to a third party for procurement
and delivery of the bamboo sap-
lings. The department will over-
see the entire project, including
plantation and our goal is to
showease different bamboo vari-
eties and their uses,” the official
said, adding that a timeline for
the completion of the project
will be determined once the ten-
dering process is complete.

The tender note, a copy of
which HT has seen, calls for at
Jeast 8,282 bamboos to be pro-
cured across 101 different species—
82 saplings per species.

The species include Bambusa
vulgaris striata, Sinarundinaria

mmmmmm

Over 8,200 bamboo comprisi
begrown in the park.

canna Baccifera and Bambusa

be at least one foot in height and

brought in a polybag, allowing:

swift growth once planted.

The forest department in Sep-
tember floated a tender to procure
around 6,200 bamboos for the
Baansera park — a project being
executed by the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) along the
Yamuna i

Spread over an area of around
15 hectares, Baansera is Delhi's
first bamboo-themed park and
part of DDA's Kalindi Aviral

project.

It was inaugurated by lieuten-
ant governor VK Saxena on
August9,2022. The park has over
13,000 bamboos comprising 15
varieties from the Bambusa and
Dendrocalamus families.

However, experts have warned
that planting such a wide variety

over 100 different species woul
HT ARCHIVE

of bamboo was not conducive to
their growth.

Experts sound caution

“Planting over 100 such species
is a bad idea asdifferent species
require a different soil type and

- water demand. The survival rate

will be low too. Bamboe also
does not offer considerable eco-
logical benefits, barring acting as
food to grass and seed-eating
birds. Since most of these are not
native, there is a considerable
cost involved to maintain and
grow them, without enough eco-
logical benefits coming outof it.”
said Sumit Dookia, a wildlife

biologist and assistant professor

at Delhi’s Guru Gobind Singh
Indraprastha University.

Dookia added that only one
bamboo species — Dendrocala-
mus strictus — is native to NCR
and should be preferred over
other species.

‘Tulips to adorn
DDA parks this
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The tulip bulbs will be planted at 65 locations in the city

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: [nafirst, tulips willadorn not only the usu-
al New Delhi Municipal Council area this winter, butal-
soDelhi Development Authority parks acrossthecity.
NDMC hasreceiveda consignment of threelakh tu-
lips, of which onelakhhasbeen handed overto DDA.
“On the LG’s directions, there will be double the
number of tulips this season compared to 1.5 lakh last

. year. We expect to start plantation of bulbs next week.

These bulbs will be planted at 65 locations in Delhi and
other winter flowers will adorn the capital at 91 loca-
tions,” saidan official.

Tulipsin yellow, white, orange, purple, blue, pinkand
red as well as seasonal flowers like petunia, cineraria,
antirrhinum, verbena, dianthus, hollyhock, nasturti-
um and coreopsis will be planted at prominent locations
for public viewing, said officials from the LG's office.

The increase in plantation of tulips and other flo-
wers across the city is in line with the LG's goal of tur- .
ning the national capital intoa ‘city of flowers’.

“About 500 tulip bulbs have also been planted on the
Raj Niwas campus for the first time. Other prominent
places, like Chanakyapuri, Talkatora Garden, Wind-
sor Place, Central Park in Connaught Place, Mandi Ho-
use, Akbar Road, Lodhi Garden, Nehru Park and RML

| roundabont, willsee tulip plantation,” said theofficial.

DDA, meanwhile, will plant tulipsat Baansera, Asi-

. taand18 parks where sculptures of unsung heroes we-

reinstalled. Other parks will be covered too.
Besides these locations, under the Winter Action

| Plan, seasonal flowers of various species will be plan-
. tedat vantage pointsand parks with high footfall.

Earlier, the LG had taken up the matter of sourcing

| tulips with the LG of J&K and Ladakh and the Hima-

chal lf’radesh government. He had asked NDMC to so-
urce it from these UTs or Himachal rather than sour-
cingthem from abroad.
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3L tulip plants have been:
procured for DDA, NDMC

under L-G's instructions

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Lieuten-
ant Governor (L-G) of Delhi,
V K Saxena has instructed the
procurement of 3 lakh tulip
plants, informed sources from
Raj Niwas on Tuesday.

Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) will use
almost one lakh tulip plants to
decorate their parks this winter,
while the New Delhi Munici-
pal Council (NDMC) will have
two lakhs.

The 2023 Winter Season
will see double the number of
tulips compared to 2022, when
there were 1.5 lakh plants.
Almost 500 buds have been
planted in Raj Niwas itself,
mentioned the sources.

According to them, tulips
will be planted in 65 loca-
tions including Shanti Path,
Talkatora Garden, Wind-
sor Place, Connaught Place,
Mandi House, Akbar Road,
Chanakyapuri, Lodhi Garden
and Nehru Park.

These will range in colours
as well. Other winter flowers
like Petunia, Salvia, Cineria,
Antirrhinum, Poppy, Verbena,
Dianthus, Hollyhock, Nastur-
tium, Coreopsis, Pansy, Lia-
num and others will be seen at
91 locations.

‘Saxena had asked agencies
like the Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD), DDA
and NDMC, who own and
operate nurseries of their own
to try and achieve tempera-
tures between 10-12 degree
centigrade in their nurser-
ies, so that tulip saplings and
bulbs could be nurtured in
Delhi itself. He had also asked
for the possibility of sourcing
and planting daffodils in the
forthcoming season, said Raj
Niwas sources.

Consequently, NDMC has
initiated to establish a unit
of foreign flowers at Lodhi
Garden, New Delhi. Almost
54,000 tulip bulbs imported
by them had been harvested
this year. Out of these, 52,000
have been sent to the Coun-
cil of Scientific and Industrial
Research-Institute of Himala-
yan Bioresource Technology
in Palampur for more research.
The rest of the 2,000 bulbs are
planted in the two chambers of
Lodhi Gardens.

Initially, the L-G had
instructed NDMC to source
the tulips from Jammu and
Kashmir, Ladakh or Him-
achal Pradesh, instead of for-
eign nations. He intended for it
to boost indigenous suppliers,
and curb procurement costs,
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DELHI

Last year, 1.5 lakh tulip bulbs

¥ were planted in the NDMC area,
including the President’s
Estate. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

, Tulips to bloom |

in Delhi parks,

*3 lakh bulbs
,procured

1 The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

1 The civic authorities will

be planting around three
lakh tulip bulbs this winter

_.at over 60 locations in the
city, including Delhi Deve-

lopment Authority (DDA)
parks.

According to Raj Niwas
officials, the initiative has
been taken at the behest of
Lieutenant-Governor V.K.
Saxena. Around one lakh
tulip bulbs will be planted
in the DDA parks while
another two lakh have
been procured for the New |

. Delhi Municipal Council

(NDMC), which will be
planting these at select |
locations.

In all, 65 locations have
been selected to showcase |
the tulips, an official said.
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Tulipsto b

STAFF REPORTER m NEW DELHI

Fnr the first time, the city
would see lulips blooming
in such a large number not just
in Lutyens’ Delhi but other
parts of central, west and
north Delhi, While New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC)
will plant twa lakh bulbs in its
area compared to 1.23 lakh
bulbs in 2022 and 65,000 bulbs
imported in 2021 from the
Netherlands, DDA will plant
one lakh bulbs in its parks.
The increase in plantation of
Tulips and other across
the city is in line with the
emphasis given by Lieutenant
Governors goal of turnin,
the Capital into a ‘City o
Flowers. AL least500 Tuli
bulbs have also been plant

in the Raj Niwas Campus for
the first time. While Tulips
will be planted in 65 locations,
other winter flowers would
adorn the Capital at 91 loca-
tions.

These bulbs and other fMlow-
ering plants will sprout in
places such as Central Park,
NDMC headquarters, Akbar
Road, Windsor Place round-
about, Shanti Path, Talkatora
Garden, Ashoka Read, India
Gate, Race Course Road,
Mandi House, Parliament
roundabout and the vicinity of
the Vice-President's bunga-
low (Akbar Road and Maulana
Azad Road), and 11 Murti.
This year, tulip bulbs will
grow into flowers of six
colours — white, yellow, red,

pink and two in shades of yel-
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low-red and white-red and
other varicties of seasonal
flowers like Petunia, Salvia,
Cineraria, Antirrhinum,
Poppy, Verbena, Dianthus,
Hollyhock, Nasturtium,
Coreopsis, Pansy, Lianum, etc
will be planted soon at promi-
nent locations for full public
view. Each of these bulbs cost
Rs 26.

According to Raj Niwas offi-
cial, Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena over the
year chaired meetings and
discussions with Horticulture
Divisions of various
Departments and Agencies
and their future aredness
with regards to flower planta-
tion and other activities.
“The LG had issued 1nstruc-
tions for double the number of

Tulips to be sourced and plant-
ed this season. [n this regard,
the LG had taken up the mat-
ter of sourcing Tulips with the
Lt. Governors of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh, and the
Government of Himachal
Pradesh. He had asked
NDMC to source it from these
UTs or Himachal Pradesh,
rather than sourcing them
from abroad. This, he had said
will, apart from encouraging
and boosting indigenous sup-
pliers, also ensure cost cuttin

in procurement,” official said.
“Saxena had also asked agen-
cies like MCD, DDA and
NDMC who own and operate
nurseries of their own to try
and achieve temperatures
between 10-12 degree centi-
grade, in their nurseries, so

oom all across Delhi after NDMC, DDA plan to increase plantation

that Tulip saplings and bulbs
could be nurtured in Delhi
itself. He had also asked for
the possibility of sourcing and
planting Daffodils in the forth-
coming season. On the
instructions of the LG, the
NDMC, has taken an initiative
to establish a unit of the for-
eign flowers at Lodhi Garden
in New Delhi” official added.
According to NDMC, almost
54,000 imported Tulip bulbs
were harvested this year, out of
which 52,000 has been sent to
the Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research-Institute
of Himalayan Bioresource
Technology in Palampur for
further research. 2,000 bulbs
are currently in the two cham-
bers at the unit in Lodhi
Gardens.
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