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‘Taxing & Hasty’: Residents Miffed At
Mandatory Geotagging Of Properties

MCD Defends Move Even As House Owners Question Why Onus Of Completing Process On Them

Vibba Sh tir

group.com

New Delhi: The Municipal
Corporation of Delhi has
made geotagging of proper-
ties mandatory It said this
was meant to gather real-ti-
_ me information about taxab-
le properties in its jurisdic-
tion. It has asked people to
have the geotagging done be-
fore January 31 next year if
they wanted to avail of a10%
rebate on property tax. The
step has left property owners
They claimed that
the civic body did not carry
outany preparations priorto
announcing the implemen-
tation of the measure.
Residentsinvariouscolo-
niessaid that MCD hasn’t be-
en ableto convince them abo-
ut the reason for geotagging
and that civic officials have
been unsure about gqueries
raised by property owners at
meetings the civic body isor-
ganising. “At a time when
MCD is still receiving comp-
laints about online modules
for filing property tax, as-
king residents to feed addi-
tional information on the la-
titude and longitude of pro-
pertiesinthesamesystem is
impractical. MCD earlier at-
tempted to have GIS map-
ping of properties done but
aborted the project midway,”
sald Sanjay Rana, member
of Greater Kailash [ RWA.
Sangita Thukral of Chit-
taranjan Park Blocks M&P
RWA added, “The civic offl-
cials have no answers to
our questions about the re-
quirements of the exercise.
They said they would have
to check with the depart-
ment. There was no clarity
on how group housing socie-
ties and DDA flats will carry
outthe process.” Z
AnMCDofficial said that
the geotagging aimed at pro-
viding a location-wise iden-
tification to individual oro-

> If any taxpayer falls to geotag
their properties by January 31,

Of non AXpayers o hose It o capture geocoordinates, | _they shallnot b abe to aval

> Will give tentative idea ~ one has to click on of a 10% rebate on lump sum

about the capture ‘geo advance payment of tax in the

properties in Delhi EiE;l-,_-E coordinates’ button, next financial year (ie., 2024-

> Data collected will S5 > Toadd property Siby

be further refined photographs, click on the > In case of failure to register

> The latitude and longitude ‘photos for property’ andadda |  their properties by January 31,

shown in the pop-ups of caption against photographs. MCD will proceed to recover

properties will be verified with > After that, submit geotags tax and also launch prosecution

details submitted on UPIC and photos. Thereafter, clickon |  against such defaulters

RESIDENTS' APPREHENSIONS

> Residents claim MCD has number of locations and apartments, etc

fixed deadlines for completing residents' queries not resolved > Residents question why they

the process without providing | . Confusion persistsover filing | need to go through this process
| any assistance on ground of taxes i different categories | - when the civic body has all the
| > Workshops held at a limited such as builder floors, necessary information
perties. “The process is as arerequired.” ned to problems about filling
simple as bookingacab after MCD officials claimed in the details faced by resi-
downloading an app and ty-  that around 200 workshops dents and RWAs," said one

ping in some information,”
the official said. “For pro-
perties that have the Unique
Property Identification Co-
de (MIPIC). just a few steps

had been organised to expla-
in the process of geotagging
and 30,000 properties had al-
ready been geotagged too
“At the workshops, we liste-

official. “These were studied
and we realised that in some
cases, the software hadn't be-
en updated and in other ca-
ses, people were trying to fe-

ed information from unre-
gistered numbers. Our staff
have tried to help them. They
have also worked on the glit-
ches. It is unfair of them to
claim that they are unaware
of the scheme.”

BS Vohra of East Delhi
RWAs Joint Front said that
unlike south Delhi, east and
northeast Delhi had numero-
us unauthorisedre
colonies. “People in such are-
as are generally not too edu-
cated and they are apprehen-
siveabout filling in wrongin-
formation. If MCD actually
wants to bring them into the
tax net, it has to make an ex-
tra effort to guide these citi-
zens,” said Vohra.

Overall, the residents al-
so wondered about the deci-
sionnot to give the tax rebate
to those who did not geotag
their properties before Janu-
ary 31, 2024. “The rebate on
advance tax is given under
the Dethi Municipal Corpo-
ration Act. Sotellingcitizens
that they could be deprived
of the annual rebate seems
unfair,” noted Atul Goyal,
presid United Residents®
Joint Action, inaletter tolie-
utenant governor VK Saxe-
na. “It seems MCD doesn't
want to widen its property
tax network because threate-
ninganddeprivingresidents
of their benefits will dissua-
de them from paying tax on
time. Also, MCD's server is
not functioning most of the
time, so it needs intervention
to streamline the process.
Otherwise, the whole initia-
tive will godown thedrain.”

Municipal officials clai-
med that the whole exercise
would be tothe residents’ be-
nefit. One of them said, “Ba-
sed on the records, we will
access or calculate the requ-

irement for sanitation or

other civic services requi-

redateachplace.”
Another official said

“We will launch a series of
videos in two days and hold
meetings with 7,000 RWAs
next month in which we
will also share with them
the benefitsof theSahbhagi-
ta scheme. Besides helping
people tofill in information,
we will also verify the latitu-
de and longitude details
submitted by the property
owners.”

Rana complained that ha-
ving already reduced the re-
bate on advance payment of
tax from 15% to 10%, MCD
now wanted to end the rebate
if geotagging wasn’t compli-
ed with. “Instead of giving
incentives, it is threatening
B

BS VOHRA SAYS

>

toend rebates and forcing pe-
ople to carry out the exercise
on their own. There are se-
nior citizens who are not
tech savvy, what about
them?" heasked.

MCD officials, however,
said they would require the
helpof residents and regular
taxpayers to identify non tax-
payers. “Inalane with 20 hou-
ses, if only five pop-ups (geo-
tagged houses) are shown, it
automatically means the re-
mainingl5arenot payingtax-
es. The same example would
apply to the builder floors.
Through GIS mapping, we
will be able to get an idea abo-
ut the size and floors of the
orooerty ™ satd an official.
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MCD’s School Of Gardening
Approaches Finishing Line

To Provide Training In Horticulture To Staff, Cater To Visitors

Bt 7 B B
AT g "'ﬁ s S

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi’s schoolof gardeningwill
beready in the next two months,
Developed after renovating an old
structure at a nursery adjoining Ros-
hanara Bagh in north Delhi, the buil-
ding will have provisions for a huge
hall, a room and a reception area, The
school will not only impart training in
horticultureto its own staff, butalso of-
fer certified courses to workers from
other civic bodies in landscaping, sap-
ling propagation, etc. Small courses
during summer vacations may also be
offered there, an official said. :
“Atpresent, 80% of the civil work has
been completed, including flooring and
tiling. Work on the false ceiling is pen-
ding. Once that is taken care of, electrici-
ty and furniture work will be completed.
The hall is big enough to accommodate
50-60 people at a time. The school will ha-
veacafeteria, public conveniencesanda
lotof openspace,” an MCD official said.

*  Currently, MCD sends its maalis to
the NDMC school for training for a fee,
“Once we have the infrastructure in

i place, we will decide on deputing tea-
chingstaff to train our workershere it-
self. The place will serve as a skill up-

| gradeunit,” the official said.
The complex will also be used for
holding meetings of the Biodiversity
Management ‘Committee, formed on

s

- THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI '

NGT's orders in keeping with the Bio-

: : 25 fEiwe 2023

-—-DATED

At present, 80% of the civil work has been completed, including flooring and tiling

logical Diversity Act, 2002, and the Bio-
diversity Rule, 2005. The seven-mem-
ber committee was formed last year by
MCD for promoting conservation, sus-
tainableuse and documentation of bio-
logical diversity in areas under its ju-
risdiction. “The committee will con-
duct a study on the entire forest cover,
15,000 MCD and DDA parks and other
green areas, and prepare a people’s bio-
diversity register, in consultation with
thelocals,” theofficialadded.

Thecivicbody hasalreadyopeneda
hi-technursery, spread over8.5acre,on
thesite.

“At the nursery, revived sometime
back, a provision for two poly houses

with a fogging and temperature cont-
rolling facility and two greenhouses
for maturing of plants has been made.
Here, mass production of plantsisalso
done. For nature lovers, MCD plans to
dedicateacorner for recreation purpo-
ses. There will a separate area for kids
and swings will be installed. A tree ho-
use has been developed near the ent-
rance,” the official said.

MCD has 15,226 parks under its ju-
risdictionand 90 % of theseare catego-
rised as housing area parks with an
area of less than 5,000 sq metre each.
“For the pruning of trees in parks and
roads, we have 19 hydraulic machines
inplace,” theofficial said. .
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In a meeting with senior DDA, MCD, and Delhi Prafideen oik griiafedl & gafe @ wafoa ;
vmmt'smanﬂmhanaevelopmentoﬂiciazs.g:}e FERIFE TR whwed .
LG issued directions to officials to come up with a con- TEA TR SR R wﬁwmﬁm

crete time-bound plan for registration, verification and i SEEE srfeFa S
subsequent regularisation of unauthorised colonies. Rud e fillid hil

He said the process should be simpleand hassle-free. ) Frafr 0 ¥ g e Wit 1 g frafeor 7 86
The meeting was held in view of the passageof the | W1 UH g % R TR FX| sl gt el =0t T on
National Capital Territory of DelhiLaws (Special Provi- e 1 H A% T qE. Ak ffve 7 80 ¥ T
sions) Act, 2023, by the Parliament recently, to take stock. | e, werah (fesed :
of the progress of work related to regularisation of | oo ), T ¥ | SR & v
unauthorised colonies and rehabilitation of theslumd- | SWH (3W¥I0), Mg fp for et fade e 7w
wellers under the Prime Minister - Unauthorised Colo- | (WHiI#) 3R fafd= iRl wmren sreargan @
niesin Delhi Awas Adhikar Yojana(PM-UDAY)and Prad- | g UK i .
han Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY-Urban), respectively.
“The LG, who had undertaken a comprehensive exer-
cisetoget theregularisationand rehabilitation issuesin-
corporated for permanent solution into the Master Plan
of Delhi, 2041, asked the officers to give specific timelines
on completing implementation of DDA-PM-UDAY, PMAY
and theland pooling policy,” a Raj Niwas official said.
Officials said that the LG wasinformed that the ambi-
guityof boundariesof theunauthorised colonies, repea-
ted extension of cut-off dates and uncertainty over noti- B
fying slum clusters had kept the issue hanging for long.
This finally led the Centre to formulate the PM-UDAY
and PMAY Schemes in 2019. The work, however, could not

| beundertaken completely as the pandemic hit the world.

“The LG expressed surprise and concern that this

! Act,indifferent versions had been inoperationsince De-

cember 2006, and yet the matter remained hanging, not-
withstanding the constraints of the pandemic,” an offi-
cial said, adding that Saxena issued a strict warning to
officials against any kind of dereliction orcorruption.

Forrehabilitatingslum-dwellers, the LG directed of-
ficials to identify alternative sites within a radius of 5
km where in situ rehabilitation wasnot possible.

“The LG instructed officials to enstire that the entire
planshould be in place within amonthand concreteaction
should start immediately. He stressed that all tasks should
be completed at least a year earlier than the outer limit of
2026, provided by the Act,” the Raj Niwas official said.

According to one estimate, there are nearly 8 lakh
households in unauthorised colonies but only 116 lakh
people have applied for conferment of ownership
rights. Of these, over 20,000 have been issued the docu-
ments and 60,000 applications are pending. The govern-
ment has appointed 199 PM-UDAY Mitra for running a
door-to-door campaign to popularise the scheme,
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Draw up plan to regularise
unauthorised colonies in

B e TR SRR

UPASIKA SINGHAL
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 25

DELHILIEUTENANT Governor (L~
G) VK Saxena has asked officials
to draw up the entire plan for reg-
ularising unauthorised colonies in
the capital within a month,
Besides, he has asked them to
complete the regularisation work
ayear before the Parliament’s set
deadline of 2026.

Saxena gave the directions to
officials in a meeting held last
week in the wake of the recent
Padiamentary toGNCTD
Laws (Special Provisions) Act,
2023.

The L-G highlighted that pro-
longad challenges due to ambigu-
ityin the boundaries of unautho-
rised colonies, repeated extension
of cut- off dates, and uncertainty
in samdusters had prompted the
formulation of PM-UDAY and
PMAY Schemes in 2019. Noting
that the onset of Covid pandemic
expressed surprise at n
implementation of the schemes,

various versions of the Act has
been in operation since December
2006.

The remarks were made dur-
ing a high-level meeting chaired
wﬁrMmSmuwMW
key officials from the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA),
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD), Public Works Department

a month: L-G to officials

FAR FROM TARGET
1731 |40-501akh |8-101akn| ALakh
unauthortsed | no.ofresidents | registrations | registrations
coloniesinDelhi | insuchcalonies | required done
(PWD),and Delhi Department of need for a simplified and hassle-
Urban Development in atten-  free process. He stemnly warned
dance. againstany negligence or cormup-

With the regularisation and
pehabilitation issuesincorporated
into the Master Plan for Delhi
(MPD-2041), Saxena urged offi-
clals to provide specific timelines
for complete implementation of
PM-UDAY, Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY), and the Land
Pooling Policy of the DDA.
saxenadirected officialstode-
wbpacorme.mmboundglan
for the registration, verification,
and regularisation of unautho-
rised colonies, emphasising the

tion in this matter.

Earlier this month, during a
debate in the Lok Sabha over ex-
tending protection to unautho-
rised colonies for another three
years, Union Minister of Housing
and Urban Affairs Hardeep Singh
Puri had noted that only 4 lakh
registrations for regularisation
have taken place in Delhi,
According ta.estimates, a total of
8 to 10 lakh registrations were
needed to complete regularisa-
tion.

oMindustan E!Iimes_ |

| FORMULATE PLAN
FOR UNAUTHORISED
COLONIES INCITY,
LG TELLS OFFICERS

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Lieutenant governor
(LG) VK Saxena has directed offi-
clals of the Delhi government
and other agencies, Including the
Delhl Development Authority
(DDA) and Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhl (MCD), to come up
with an action plan within a
month for the registration, veri-
fication and subsequent regular-
isation of unauthorised colonles
in Delhl.

The development comes days
after Parliament on December 19
passed an amendment to a spe-
clal act that protects some unau-
thorised colonies in the Capital
from punitive action for three

years.

Officials in the LG office said
that following the passage of the
Bill, Saxena chaired a meeting
with chief secretary Naresh
Kumar as well as officials from
the urban development depart-
ment, Public Works Department
(PWD), DDA, the MCD commls-
sioner, and others to take stock
of the progress and status of
work related to regularisation of
unauthorised colonies and reha-
bilitation of slum dwellers under
the PM-UDAY and Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban)
schemes. The Centre devised the
PM-UDAY scheme in 2019 witha
vislon to give ownership rights
toresidents of unauthorised col-
onles.

LG asked the officers to give
specific timelines for the imple-
mentation of PM-UDAY, Prad-
han Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY)
and DDA’s land poolll;ﬁcpollcy.

LG directed the officials to
come up with a concrete time-
bound plan of action for registra-
tion, verification and subsequent
regularisation of the unautho-
rised colonies and asked that the
process be made simple and has-

| sle-free,
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12 tree ambulances in
Capital by 2024: MCD

Paras Singh
paras@hindustantimes com
NEW DELHI: The horticulture

department of the Municipal

Corporation of Delhi (MCD) is
set to triple its fleet of tree
ambulances in the Capital, tak-
ing the total up to 12 — one for
each of its 12 administrative
zones — by 2024, civic body offi-
cials said.

MCD’s fleet of four tree
ambulances came up last year in
compliance with Delhi high
court and National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) orders. According to
officials, the tree ambulances
this past year carried out 353
surgeries, which provided new
lease of life to hollow and
infected trees, a senior
MCD official told HT.

In May 2022, the high court
asked the three erstwhile corpo-
rations of Delhi and land-own-
ing agencies such as Public
Works Department (PWD),
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) and the forest depart-
ment, among others, to setupa
tree diseases surgery unit, pro-
cure tree ambulances, and
depute specialised arborists
(tree surgeon) in each body to
ensure the safety of trees in the
Capital. While tree ambulances
were launched, the surgery unit
is yet to come up.

Hearing a plea on deconcret-
ising trees, the court first gave
the directions to erstwhile South
MCD on February 14 this year,
and later extended the direc-
tions to include the other agen-
cies in an order on March 2.

“Tree ambulances are
deputed based on complaints or
reports received from field staff
regarding pest infested, hollow

or drying trees. A normal tree
surgery takes two to three years.
The procedure starts with
removing the infected or hol-
lowed out part, cleaning it with
a brush, washing it, and then
applying insecticide on the pest
infested portion,” said the offi-
cial.
The hollowed-out part, the
official explained, is filled with

What is a tree ambulance?

A vehicle put to use to treat trees with diseases, termite infestations, or those
trees are tilting towards one side

Whatis a tree ambulance equipped w
€ .';’ @ mgiodespesticies,” A

M _
12 MCD plans to

tripleits

strength to 12
tree
entail?
Atreated tree may take
23 yuars to heal The
procadure starts with
removing the infected
part, deaning it with a
brush, washing it, and
q:p}ri;?insecﬁdde on the
iwm
Hollowed-out parts are
filled with inert foam and
covered with chicken mesh

inert foam and covered with
chicken mesh. “The chicken
mesh is added with a layer of
plaster of Paris and a thin layer

- of cement so that the POP

doesn’t get washed away due to
weather,” he added.

Customised vehicles for
tree surgeries

In 2010, the New Delhi Munici-
pal Council (NDMC) set up a tree
surgery unit and a tree ambu-
lance, which treats trees with
termite infestations, diseases,
and problems caused by con-
cretisation.

The customised vehicle car-
ries pesticides, fungicides and
insecticides, and is equipped
with a pipe and a ladder to
climb and water trees, By May
2022, NDMC and SDMC got a
tree ambulance each.

The Greening Guidelines,
2000, by the Union ministry of
housing and urban affairs, man-
date corporations and other

land-owning agencies to have a
tree diseases surgery unit along-
side a treeambulance, but none
was set up by MCD in the city in
the last 20 years.

'In 2007, too, the high court
directed the three corporations
to set up tree disease units but
the corporations failed to act on
the order.

Census of concretisation
and data on diseased or
hollow trees underway
MCD started a 15-day tree cen-
sus on December 13 in the Capi-
tal, in which the concretisation
status and data on diseased or
hollow trees is being collected,
the official quoted above said.

Vallari Sheel, an urban ecolo-
gist who carried out a tree cen-
sus in Vasant Vihar in 2016,
found out that nearly 70%-80%
trees were “unhealthy” - either
concretised, damaged, looping
to one side, or diseased.

*In most cases, there are

HOW CAN ONE UTILISE THIS SERVICE?

There s no dedicated helpline number for a tree ambulance. When a
damaged or infected tree is spotted, one can contact the MCD

horticulture department at(I% RT3 TTIre K@ Mand ask for

a tree ambulance

small infections, which are
either fungal infection or caused
byan insect attack. This usually
happens when the tree is dam-
aged — by nails, wires wrapped
around it or its bent towards
one side, Tree ambulances can
help fix all this,” said Sheel.
Once the Vasant Vihar census
was done, Sheel removed sign-
beoards and nails from tree
trunks, and used sprayed herbi-
cides or insecticides to help the |
trees heal within weeks,
Termite infestations, she said,
is generally a sign that a tree is
dying. “If there's a termite infec-
tion, it usually means the tree is
dying as they only eat dead
wood. If the infestation is not
too deep, they can be saved.”
Sheel added that when a tree
has fully dried and needs to be
removed, tree ambulances
should also take out the stump,
and replace it with a new sap-
ling, “Often nothing is planted
back at the spot,” she said.
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Prepare time-bound plan to
relocate slum dwellers: L-G

- Saxena asks officials to frame plan for regularisation of illegal buildings in a month; development

comes days after Parliament passed a Bill granting protection to such structures for three years

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

ieutenant-Governor
Lvm Kumar Satena

on Monday ordered
officials to frame within a
month a concrete action
plan for the regularisation
of illegal buildings and reh-
abilitation of slum dwellers
in the Capital in a time-
bound manner.

The order has come
days after Parliament ex-
tended the validity -of an
Act, which provided for
the relocation of slum
dwellers .and regularisa-
tion of unauthorised struc-
tures in the national capi-
tal.

The National Capital
Territory of Delhi Laws
(Special Provisions) Se-
cond (Amendment) Bill,
2023, also granted protec-
tion to owners against pun-
itive action for another
three years till December
31, 2026.

The regularisation of illegal structures and

él‘;. ‘:‘.' L T B oy
rehabilitation of slum

dwellers is part of the Master Plan for Delhi-2041. FILE PHOTO

The statements and ob-
jectives of the Bill had cited

that more time was needed

to undertake the exercise
that was stalled by
COVID-19.

The regularisation of il-
legal structures, colonies
and rehabilitation of slum
dwellers is part of the Mas-
ter Plan for Delhi-2041,
which s in the works and is
aimed at the planned deve-

lopment of the Capital.

‘Stick to timelines’
The L-G issued the direc-
tions while taking stock of
the progress on the
Centre’s Pradhan Mantri -
Unauthorised Colonies in
Delhi Awas Adhikar Yojana
(PM-UDAY) and the Prad-
han Mantri Awas Yojana -
Urban (PMAY-U).

Raj Niwas sources said

Mr. Saxena directed offi-
cials to give specific time-
lines with regard to the
completion of the works
mooted under the Central
schemes as he expressed
concern over repeated de-
lays in the rehabilitation of
those living in notified

- slum clusters.

He asked officials to
come up with a concrete
time-bound plan for the re-
gistration, verification, and
subsequent regularisation
of illegal colonies. Keeping
the Master Plan for Delhi in
mind, he asked them to en-
sure that slum dwellers are
rehabilitated in a dignified
manner.

He asked the Delhi De-
velopment Authority to
check ifit is possible to reh-
abilitate slum dwellers
within five kilometres of
their dwelling units. If not,
he asked them to be shifted
to the flats and houses con-
structed under various
welfare schemes.
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unauthorised colonies re
—

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Delhi Lieu-
tenant Governor VK Saxena
directed the officials to come
up with a time-bound plan
for regularisation of the unau-
thorised colonies and stressed
that the process needed to be
made simple and hassle-free,
said officials of the Raj Niwas
on Monday.

Following the passage of
the National Capital Territory
of Delhi Laws (Special Pro-
visions) 2023 by the Parlia-
ment recently, Saxena chaired
a meeting with the chief sec-
retary, the officials of urban
development, PWD, the vice-
chairman of DDA, the com-
missioner of MCD and other
senior officials of various stake-
holder departments/agencies,
they added.

The officials said that he
took stock of the progress and

status of works related to regu-
larisation of the unauthorized
colonies and rehabilitation of
the slum dwellers under the
PM-UDAY and PMAY (Urban)
respectively. Saxena asked the
officers to give specific time-
lines with regards to complete

implementation of PM-UDAY,
PMAY and the Land Pooling
Policy of the DDA.

The lieutenant governor was
informed that ambiguity in the
boundaries of the unauthorised
colonies, repeated extension of
cut off dates and uncertainty in
notified slum clusters had kept
the issue hanging for long and
this finally led the Centre to
formulate the PM-UDAY and

PMAY schemes in 2019.

However, immediately after
that, with the COVID pan-
demic commencing, works
could not be undertaken in full
swing, they said.

“The LG expressed surprise
and concern at the fact that
this Act in different versions
had been in operation since
December, 2006, and yet the
matter remained hanging, not-
withstanding the constraints
caused by the Pandemic.” an

official said. Saxena directed
the officials to come up with a
concrete time-bound plan of
action for registration, verifi-
cation and subsequent regu-
Jarisation of the unauthorised
colonies and stressed that the

rocess of doing the same
needed to be made simple and
hassle-free.

He warned that no dere-
liction or corruption will be
tolerated.

The lieutenant governor
directed the DDA to imme-
diately identify alternate sites
within a radius of five kms
where in situ rehabilitation
was not possible as per law
and the slum dwellers be reha-
bilitated to a dignified life in
flats/houses that have already
been constructed under vari-

ous schemes, the officials said.

He instructed the officials
to ensure that the entire plan
should be put into place within
a month and concrete action
should start immediately.

The lieutenant governor
stressed that all tasks should be
completed at least an year ear-
lier than the outer limit of 2026
provided by the Act recently
passed by the Parliament.

the pironeer
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LG orders time bound plan for -
regularisation of unauthorised colonies

' STAFF REPORTER ® NEW DELHI  The officials said that he took

, of the Raj Niwas on Monday.
Following the passage of the
"National Capital Territory of
‘ Delhi Laws (Special Provisions)
2023 by the Parliament recent-
Iy; Saxena chaired amtxl:iolit%wiﬂl
e chief secretary, the officials

- of urban development, PWD,

the vice-chairman of DDA, the
commissioner_of MCD and

1 other senior officials of varlous

stakeholder departments/agen-
cies, they added.

regards to complete implemen-
tation of PM-UDAY, PMAY
and the Land Pooling Policy of
the DDA, ¢ J

The Lieutenant Governor was
informed that ambiguity in the
boundaries of the unaulr.rnorised
colonies, repeated extension of '
cut off dates and uncertainty in
notified slum clusters had kept
‘the issue hanging for long and
this finally led the Centre to for-
mulaté -the PM-UDAY and

PMAY schemes in 2019,
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and yet the matter remained
hanging, notwithstanding the
constraints caused by the
Pandemic," an official said.
Saxena directed the officials to
come up with a concrete time-
bouind plan of action for regis-
tration, verification and subse;
nt arisation of the 3
ﬂt':ri colonies and str]:{:‘:d
that the pracess of doing the
same needed to be made simple
and hassle-free. He warned that

TS

* no_dereliction or corrupti
_will be tolerated. “
The Lieutenant Governor direct-
ed the DDA to immediately
identify alternate sites within a
radius of five kms where in situ
rehabilitation was not possible as
per law and the slum dwellers be
rehabilitated to a dignified life in

Jﬂalsfhouses that have
‘been constructed under various
schemes, the officials said.

He instructed the officials to
ensure that the entire plan
should be put into place within
a month and congcrete action
should start immediately.

The Lieutenant Governor
stressed that all tasks should be

v qomﬁ]eted at least an year ear-
lier than the outer limit of 2026
provided by the Act recently
passed by the Parliament.
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