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'Taxing & Hasty': Residents Miffed At 
Mandatory Geotagging Of Properties 
MCD Defends Move Even As House Owners Question Why Onus Of Completing Process On Them 
~mesgroup.corn 

New Delhi: The Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi has 
made geotagglng of proper
ties mandatont It said this 
was meant to gather real·ti· 
me Information about taxab
le properties in Its Jurisdlc• 
lion. It has asked people to 
have the geotagging done be
fore January 31 next year if 
they wanted to IIV1lil of a 10'/4 
rebate on property tax. The 
step has left property owners 
tluning. They claimed that 
the cMc body did not carry 
out any preparations prior to 
announcing the Implemen
tation of the measure. 

Residents in various colo
nies said that MCD hasn't be
en able to convince them abo
ut the reason for geotagging 
and that civic omcials have 
been unsure about queries 
raised by property owners at 

I meetings the civic body is or• 
ganlsing. "At a time when 
MCD is still receiving comp
laints about Online modules 
for filing property tax, as
king residents to feed addi
tional Information on the la
titude and longitude of pro
perties in the same system is 
Impractical. MCD earlier at
tempted to have GIS map
ping of properties done but 
aborted the project midway." 
said Sartjay Rana, member 
of GreaterKallashIRWA. 

Sangita Thukral of Chit• 
taranjan Parle Blocks M&P 
RWA added, "The civic offi
cials have no answers to 
our questions about the re
quirements of the exercise. 
They said they would have 
to check with the depart
ment. There was no clarity 
on how group housing socie• 
ties and DOA Oats will carry 
out the process." 

An MCD official said that 
the geotagglng aimed at pro
viding a location-wise Iden· 
t iflcatlon to Individual oro• 

►~by~ 

~~~ a....111--ftSide161 ............. ... 
,._..... - - > Sdectthe'dtlzlen'Ol)lioll 

. ►lllc:aseswlinlddresses •-• 1'1MWjWp81115 ►1.oGln 
ll't not mir1led pn,per1y, Property OWl1ffl need to ► r..._.'UPIC .___.__._, 
lncluclng In densely populaled download Unified Mobile .,...... "" ,,._,,. 
nas, geotaggqi fflllYllelp App (UMA) available on usiU& ~ mobile run>er 
MCO In ghi1g a~ both Andrlod and IOS or ► Sdectthe property 

~ toellch :L'· by visiting the websit:eat > Go ID'adlon'button ~ 
► It wll enable ltttp-✓ /aCdOlline.lllc > Clck 'geolaggiig' 1w 
betller-58'ilce, ' mcdippJIIJnL the map locallon to pop.., 
MCOclalms :· ..,. ----------,---- - ---~~ 

> Pnlpertiesgeolaggedlln """"-··- "1'es' button to submit app w11 pop.-, on G1S map .... UPIC runber hM to the detlllls 
► This wll l'IWllt ldallffielllooi mt generate one and then ► If any taxpayer falls to geotag 
of rm-~ orV-not follow the steps their properties by January 31, 
ialder tax net emler > To capture geocoonllnates, they shall not be able lo avail 

• " one has lo dldt on ~ of aIO'lft miate on ~ SIITI 

~::. tent&tM Ide&~ the capture 'geo ~ advance payment of tax In the 
properties In Delhl ... coonlnates' button, next ftnanclal )'NI' (Le., 2(124-

· ► Data collected wHI ► To add property 25) by Jin JO 
be further refined photographs, dick on the ► In case offalkre ID register 
► The latitude and longitude 'photos 1w property' and add a their properties by January 31, 
._,_ In the of caption against photographs. MCO will proceed to ,_. 
~ wllrwrffied with > Alter that. submit geotags tax and also lallldl proseartlon 
details SIOl1ltted on UPIC and photos. Thereafter, dick on against such defaulter.; 

► Residents dalm MCD has 
fixed deadlines lw~ 
the process without providing 
any asslstvlce on gnuxl 
> Ytl:ll1cshops held ata linlted 

pertles. "The process is as 
slmpleasbooklngacabafter 
downloading an app and ty
ping in some Information," 
the offic ial said . "For pro
perlles that have the Unique 
Property Identification Co• 
de (UP/Cl. lust a few ste ps 

RESIDENTS" APPROIEHSIONS 

m.mber of locallons and 
"5ldenls' queries not resolved 
► Confusion pe,sists CM!r Ning 
of taxes in difffflnt cmgories 
such as builder flools. 

are required." 
MCD officials claimed 

that around 200 workshops 
had been organised to expla
in the process of geotagging 
and 30,000 properties had al• 
ready been geotagged too. 
"At the workshops, we llstc• 

apal1mel1ls. de 
► Residents question why they 
ntel lo go through this process 
when the civic body has all the 
necessary lnfonnatlon 

ned !0 problems about filling 
in the deta ils faced by resi
dents and RWAs," said one 
official. "These were studied 
and we reallsed that In some 
cases, the software hadn't be
en updated and in other ca
ses, people were trying to fe-

ed Information from unre-
gistered numbers. Our start 
have tried to help them. They 
have also worked on the glit
ches. It Is unfair of them to 
claim that they are unaware 
of the scheme." 

BS Yohn of East Delhi 
RWAs Joint Front sald that 
unlike south Delhi, east and 
northeast Deihl had numero
us unauthorised regularised 
colonies. "Peopleinsuchare
as are generally not too edu
cated and they are apprehen
sive aboutflll1ng in wrong in
formation. If MCD actually 
wants to bring them into the 
tax net, it hastomakeanex
tra effort to guide these citi
zens," said Vohra. 

Overall, the residents al
so wondered about the decl
slonnot toglvethetax rebate 
to those who did not geotag 
their properties beforeJanu• 
ary 31, 2024. '"l'be rebate on 
advance tax Is giv1!n under 
the Delhi Municipal Corpo
ration Act. So telling citizens 
that they could be deprived 
or the annual rebate seems 
unfair." noted Atul Goya), 
president, United Residents· 
Joint Action, inalettertolle
utenant governor VK Saxe
na. "It seems MCD doesn't 
want to widen its property 
taxnetworkbecausethreate
ning and depriving residents 
of their benefits will dissua
de them from paying tax on 
time. Also, MCD's server is 
not functioning most of the 
time,soitneedsint~tlon 
to streamline the process. 
Otherwise, the whole initia
tive will go down the drain.· 

Municipal officials clai
med that the whole exercise 
would be to the residents' be
nefit. One of them said , " Ba· 
sed on the records, we will 
access or calculate the requ
irement for sanitation or 
other civic services requi
red at each place." 

Another official said. 

•we will launch a series of 
videos in two days and hold 
meetings with 7,000 RWAs 
next month in which we 
will also share with them 
thebenefltsof tbeSahbhagi
ta scheme. Besides helping 
people to fill in information, 
we will also verify the latitu
de and long! tude details 
submitted by the property 
owners.. 

Rana complained that ha· 
vfJJg already reduced the re
bate on advance payment of 
tax rrom 15% to 10%, MCD 
now wanted to end the rebate 
if geotagglngwasn'tcompll
ed with. "Instead of giving 
incentives. it is threatening 

ISYOHUSAYS ......... _._ .. ......, .... ... ,., ... ...,_ 
lllf] I I I I 1 .dloat .......... 
.............. UCD 
adllllly...asta .............. ............... 
.... .-.t .. ---c--. ... , 

toendrebatesandforcingpe
ople to carry out the exercise 
on their own. There are se
nior citizens who are not 
tech saVV)4 what about 
them?" he asked. 

MCD officials, however. 
said they would require the 
help of residents and regular 
ta.~-ers to idenuty non ta.'<
payers. "Inalanewith20hou
ses. if onty five pop.ups (geo
taggt'd houses) are shown, It 
automaticaJl.y means the re
mainln&l5arenotpaylngta.'<• 
es. The same example ..,'OU.Id 
apply to the builder Doors. 
Through GIS mapping, we 
will be able to get an idea al» 
ut the size and Doors of the 
orooem" said an omcial. 
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MCD's School Of Gardening1 
Approaches Finishing Line. 
To Provide Training In Horticulture To Staff, Cater To Visitors 

Vllha.Slluma 
@tlmesgroup.com 

New Delhi: The Municipal Corpora
tion of Delhi's school of gardening will 
bereadyin thenexttwomonths. 

Developed after renovating an old 
structure at a nursery adjoining Ros
hanara Bagh in north Delhi, the buil
ding will have provisions for a huge 
haJ}, a room and a reception area. The 
school will not only impart training in 
horticulture to its own staff, but also of
fer certified courses to workers from 
other civic bodies in landscaping, sap
ling propagation, etc. Small courses 
during summer vacations may also be 
offered there, an official said. 

•~tpresent,OO¾ofthecivily.rorkhas 
been completed, including flooring and 
tiling. Work on the false ceiling is pen

.,;. _. ;/ 
At present, 80% of the civil work has been completed, including flooring and tiling 

ding. Oncethatistakencareof, electrici- logical Diversity Act, 2002, and the Bio- with a fogging and temperature conttyandfurnitureworkwill becompleted. diversity Rule, 2005. The seven-mem- rolling facility and two greenhouses TJle hall is big enough to accommodate ber committee was formed last year by for maturing of plants has been made. 50-60 people at a time. The school will ha- MCD for promoting conservation, sus- Here, mass production of plants is also veacafeteria,publicconveniencesanda tainableuseanddocumentationofbio- done. For nature lovers, MCD plans to lot of open space," an MCD official said logical diversity in areas under its ju- dedicate a corner for recreation purpo-Currently, MCD sends its maalis to risdiction. "The committee will con- ses. There will a separate area for kids the NDMC school for training for a fee. duct a study on the entire forest cover, and swings will be installed. A tree ho"Once we have the infrastructure in 15,000 MCD and DOA parks and other use has been developed near the ent( place, we will decide on deputing tea- greenareas,andprepareapeople'sbio- rance,"theofficialsaid. chingstaff to train our workers here it- diversity register, in consultation with MCD has 15,226 parks under its ju-
I 

self. The place will serve as a skill up-• thelocals,"theofficialadded. risdictionand90% of thesearecatego-gradeunit," theofficialsaid. Thecivicbodyhasalreadyopeneda rised as housing area parks with an The complex will also be used for hi-t~hnursery,spreadover8.Sacre,on area of less than 5,000 sq metre each. holding meetings of the Biodiversity thesite. "For the pruning of trees in parks and I Management Committee, formed on •~t the nursery, revived sometime roads, we have 19 hydraulic machines I NGT's ?rders in keep_ing w,ith ~\!}!?-" , back, a provision fo_r ~ o ~~ in place," the official sa_id._ .....:.;._ 

• 'nfE TIMES OF INDIA°;" NEW on.HI 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2023 

- I,, 

DemollloB ddve .. s Delli 
►., ·, 

N,ew Delhi: Municipal Cor
poration of Delhi carried 
out demolition drives aga. 
Inst unauthorised construc
tion in CivilLlnesandsouth 
Delhi~ on Sunday. 

The MCD team took ac
tion against .illegal plotting 
being done on agricultura1 • 

. land in these areas. MCD 
along with DDA with the 

, help of local police demolis
hed the illegal constructions 
on agriculturallands. TNN 

-- - ----
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LG wants timelines 
from DDA on central 
housing schemes 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK 

New Delhi: Lieutenant governor VK Saxena has asked 
Delhi Development Authority to give specific timelines 
on complete the implementation of PM-UDAY, PMAY 
(Urban) and the land pooling policy: 

In a meeting with senior DDA, MCD, and Delhi go
vernment's PWD and urban development offic!als, the 
LG issued directions to offic!als to come up with a con
crete time-bound plan for registration, verification and 
subsequent regularisation of unauthorised colonies. 
He said the process should be simple and hassle-free. 

The meeting was held in view of the passage of the 
National Capital Territory of Delhi Laws (Special Provi
sions) Act, 2023, by the Parti.ament recentll,: to take stock 
of the progress of work -related to regularisation of 
unauthorised colonies and rehabilitation of the slumd
wellers under the Prime Minister - Unauthorised Colo
nies inDelhiAwasAdhikar Yojana(PM-UDAY)andPrad
ban MantriAwas Yojana(PMAY-Urban), respectively. 

"The LG, who had undertaken a comprehensive exer
cise to get the regularisation and rehabilitation issues in

' corporated for permanent solution into the Master Plan 
I of Delhi.~ asked the officers to give specific timelines 

on completing implementation of DDA-PM-UDAY, PMAY 
and the land pooling policy," a Raj Ni was official said. 

Officials said that the LG was informed that the ambi
guity of boundaries of theunauthorisedcolonies;repea'
ted extension of cut-Off dates and uncertainty over noti
fying slum clusters had kept the issue hanging for long. 
This finally led the Centre to formulate the P!rf-UDAY 

, andPMAYSchemesih2019. Th~woik,howevei;~dnot 
be undertaken completelyasthepandemichit the world. 

' 'The LG expressed surprise and concern th;lt this 
Act, indifierentversionshad been in operation since De
cember 2006, and yet the matter remained hanging, not- . 
withstanding the constraints of the pandemic," an offi-

1 cial said, adding that Saxena issued a strict warning to 
officials against any kind of dereliction or corruption_ 

Forrehabilltatingslum-dwellers, the LG directed of
ficials to identify alternative sites within a i:adius of 5 
km where in situ rehabilitation was not possible. 

, "The LG instructed offic!als to ensure that the entire 
planshouldbeinplacewithinamonthandconcreteaction 
should start immecUately. He stressed that all tasks ~~uld 
be completed at least a year earlier than the outer limit of 
2026 providedbytheAct," theRaj Niwasoflicialsaid. 

According to one estimate, there are nearly 8 lakh 
households 1n unauthorised colonies but only 1.16 lakh 
people have applied for conferment of ownership 
rights. Of these, over 20.~ have been !-55ued the docu
ments and 60 ooo applications are pending. The ~overn
ment has appointed 199 PM-UDAY Mitra for running a 
door-to~oor campaign to popularise the scheme. 
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Draw up plan to regularise. I ~~~MitWio~~Eo 
unauthorised colonies in f8Wtffb~,gJ,rs 

a month: L-G to officials 
UPASIKASINGHAL 
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 25 

DEUil UEUTENANr~mor(L
G) VK Saxena has asked officials 
to draw up the entire pk1n forreg
~unauthoriscdcolon~ In 
the capiul within a month, 
Besides, he has asked them to 
complete the regularisation work 

a year before the Parliament's set 
deadline of 2026. 

Saxena gave the directions to 
officials in a meeting held last 
week in the wake of the recent 
Parliarnentaiy approval toGNCID 

Laws (Special Provisions) Act, 
2023. 

The L-G highlighted that pro

~ chal~duetoambigu
lty in the boundanes of W1c1Utho
risedcolonles,repeatl!d extrnslon 
or cut• off dah!S. and uncertalnty 
in slum dusters had promptrd the 

fonnulatlon of PM-UDAY and 
PMAY Schemes in 2019. Noting 
thattheonsetofCovid pandemic 

had hlndmd o~ations. Saxena 
expressed surprise at the delay in 
implement.adon of the schemes. 
espedaUy slncr the enactment of 
various versions of the Act has 
been inoperationslnre Decrmber 
2006. 

The remar1<s wett made dur
ing a high-leYd meeting chaired 

by the L-GonSaturday which s.m 
key officials from the Delhi 
Development Authority (ODA), 
Munldl)il Corporation or Delhi 
(MCDiN,llcWorlcsDepartment 

FAR FROM TARGET 

uEJL I !~~gd~ I~;!~~ I reg!~ns 

colonies In Delhi In such colonies required done 

(PWD~ and Delhi Department of 
Urban Development in atten
dance. 

With the regularisation and 

rehabilit.ition issues incorporated 
into the Master Pl,1n for Delhi 
(MPD-2041 ), Saxena urged offi
cials 10 provide specific timelines 
for complete implementation of 
PM-UDAY, Pradhan Manbi Awas 
Yojana (PMAY), and the Land 
Pooling Policy of the ODA. 

Saxen., directed officials to de
velop a concrete, lime-bound plan 
for the registration, verification, 

and regularisation of unautho• 
rtsed colonies, emphasising the 

need for a simplified and hassle-
free process. He sternly warned 

against any negligence or corrup
tion in this matter. 

Earlier this month, during a 
debate in the Lok'Sabha over ex
tending protection to unautho
rised colonies for another three 
ye,1rs, Union Minister of Housing 

and Urban Aff'airs Hardeep Singh 
Purl had noted that only 4 lakh 
registrations for regularisation 
h,we taken pl,1ce in Deihl. 

According to.estim,1tes, a total of 
a to 10 takh registrations were 
needed to complete regularisa
tion. 

HT Correspondtnt 
l•llersOhlndust•ntlmu ,om 

NEW DELHI: Lieutenant gomnor 
(LG) VK Saxena has directed offl• 
clals or the Delhi government 
anct otJ1cr ngend~. including the 

Delhi Development Authority 
(ODA) and Municipal Corpom• 
tlon of Delhl (MCD). to come up 
with an action plnn within a 

month for the registration, verl
ncotton and subsequent regular
isation of unauthorised colonies 
lnDelhl. 

The development comes days 

, nfter Parliament on Decembcr-19 
passed on amendment to a spe
clol act that protects some unau• 
thorlscd colonies In the Capital 
from punitive action for three 
years. 

Ofnclals In the LG ofnce said 
that following the passage of the 

BIii, Saxena choired a meeting 
with chief secretary Noresh 
Kumar as well as officials from 
the urbol) development depart• 
ment, Public Works Department 
(PWD), DDA, the MCD comrnls• 
sloner. and others to take stock 
of the progress and status of 
work related to regularisation of 
uriauthor1scd oolonlcs and reha
bilitation of slum dwellers under 
the PM·UDAY and Pradhan 
Mantrl Awas Yojnna (Urban) 
schemes. The Centre devised the 
PM·UDAY scheme in 2019 with a 
vision to give ownership rights 
to residents of unauthorised col
onies, 

LG asked the officers to give 

spectnc timcllncs for the imple
mentation or PM·UDAY, Prad• 
hon Mantrl Awns Yojano (PMAY) 
and DDA's land pooling P,Ollcy. 

LG directed the offlclaJs to 
come up with n concrete time-

,. bound plan of action for rcgtstra. 

lion, verillclltlon nnd subsequent 
rcgulnrisatlon of the unautho
rised colonies and asked that the 
process be made simple and has
sle-free. 
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12 tree ambulances in 
Capital by 2024: MCD 
Paras Singh 

1 i,.r&i•hirldust•ntlmts com 

NEW DELHI: The horticulture 
department of the Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) is 
set to triple its fleet of tree 
ambulances in the Capital, talc-

■ Ing the total up to 12 - one for 
each of Its 12 administrative 
zones-by 2024, civic body offi-

1 clalssaid 
MCD's fleet of four tree 

ambulances came up lastyear In 
■ compliance with Delhi high 

court and National Green :ni.bu
nal (NGT) order:s. According to 

■ officials, the tree ambulances 
this past year carried out 353 
sqrgeries, which provided new 

1 lease of life to hollow and 
infected trees, a senior 
MCD official told IIT. 

In May 2022, the high court 
asked the three erstwhile corpo
rations of Delhi and land-own• 
ing agencies such as Public 
Works Department (PWD), 
Delhi Development Authority 
(DDA) and the forest depart· 
ment. among others, to set up a 
tree diseases surgery unit. pro
cure tree ambulances, and 
depute specialised arborists 
(tree surgeon) in each body to 
ensure the safety of trees In the 
Capital While tree ambulances 
were launched, the surgery unit 
is yet to come up. 

Hearing a plea on deconcret
ising trees, the court first gave 
the directions to erstwhile South 
MCD on February 14 this year, 
and later extended the direc• 
tions to include the other agen
cies in an order on March 2 

"Tree ambulances are 
deputed based on complaints or 
reports received from field staff 
regarding pest infested, hollow 
or drying trees. A normal tree 
surgery lakes two to three years. 
The procedure starts with 
removing the infected or hol
lowed out part. cleaning it with 
a brush, washing it, and then 
applying insecticide on the pest 
infested portion." said the offi
cial. 

The hollowed-out part, the 
official explained, Is filled with 

What is a tree ambulance? 
A vehicle put to use to treat trees with diseases, termite infestations, or those 
trees are tilting towards one side 

SJl!II 
Tree ambulances 
currently In Delhl 

What is a tree ambulance equipped with? 
O Guanl-nlls f) Funglddes,pestlddes. OA= 0 Aladder 

and mesh l!Ynu,-. lnsedlddes, to to help 
!!....CD!!! ii and ll1J other chemlcals Wlter on tfle the staff clnlb •'--••- -------·----· 

4 With ; 1 With 
MCD : NDMC 

UB1CU trte required totmt,itree spot bllb'!f 

1 l 1v1_,u ~ ldfl> IO 

triple its 
strength to 12 

Whatdoesa 
tree surgery 
entail? 
A treated me may take 
H years to heal The 
pnxed11e starts with 
r!ITIOYing the infected 
part, ooning it with a 
brush. washing it and 
applying insecticide on the 

HOW CAN ONE UTILISE THIS SERVICE? 

~=~rtsare 
There is no dedicated helpline number for a tree ambulance. When a 
damaged or infected tree is spotted, one can contact the MCD 
horticulture department at , n , , and ask for filled with inert foam and 

COVtred with chicken mesh a tree ambulance 

inert foam and covered with 
chicken mesh. "The chicken 
mesh is added with a layer of 
plaster of Paris and a thin layer 

· of cement so that the POP 
doesn't get washed away due to 
weather." he added. 

Customised vehicles for 
tree surgeries 
In 2010, the New Delhi Munlci· 
pal Council (NDMq set up a tree 
surgery unit and a tree ambu
lance, which treats .trees with 
termite infestations, diseases, 
and problems caused by con
cretlsation. 

The customised vehicle car• 
ries pesticides, fungicides and 
Insecticides, and ls equipped 
with a pipe and a ladder to 
climb and water trees. By May 
2022, NDMC and SDMC got a 
tree ambulance each. 

The Greening Guidelines, 
2000, by the Union ministry of 
housing and urban affairs, man
date corporations and other 

land-owning agencies to have a 
tree diseases surgery unit along
side a tree ambulance, but non!! 
was set up by MCD in the city in 
the last 20 years. 

' In 2007, too, the high court 
directed the three corporations 
to set up tree disease units but 
the corporations failed to act on 
theoi;der. 

Census of concretlsatlon 
and dat.a on diseased or 
hollow trees underway 
MCD started a 15-day tree cen
sus on December 13 in the Capi· 
tal, in which the concretisation 
status and data on diseased or 
hollow trees is being collected, 
the official quoted above said. 

Vallarl Sheel, an urban ecolo
gist who carried out a tree cen
sus in Vasant Vihar In 2016, 
found out that nearly 70%-80% 
trees were "unhealthy" - either 
concretised, damaged, looping 
to one side, or diseased. 

"In most cases, there are 

small infections, which are 
either fungal infection or caused 
by an insect attack. This usually 
happens when the tree is dam
aged - by nails, wires wrapped 
around it or its bent towards 
one side. Tree ambulances can 
help fix all this.. said SheeL 

Once the Vasant Vthar cenrus 
was done. Sheel removed sign
boards and nails from tree 
trunks, and used sprayed herbi
cides or insecticides to help the ... 
trees heal within weeks. 

Termite infestations, she said, 
is generally a sign that a tree is 
dying. ·rr there·s a termite infec
tion, It usually means the tree is 
dying as they only eat dead 
wood. lf the infestation is not 
too deep, they can be saved.· 

Sheet added that when a tree 
has fully dried and needs to be 
removed. tree ambulances 
should also take out the stump. 
and replace it with a new sap
ling. "Often nothing Is planted 
back at the spot," she said. 
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Prepare time-bound plan to 
-relocate slum dwellers:-L-G -
: Saxena asks officials to frame plan for regularisation of illegal buildings in amonth; development 
1 comes days after Parliament~ a Bill granting protection to such structures for three years 

The Hindu Bureau 
NEW DELHI 

L ieutenant-Governor 
Vmai Kumar Saxena 
on Monday ordered 

officials to frame within a 
month a concrete action 
plan for the regularisation 
of illegal buildings and reh
abilitation of slum dwellers 
in the Capital in a tinie
bound manner. 

The order has come 
days after Parliament ex
tended the validity ·of an 
Act, which provided for 
the relocation of slum 
dwellers and regularisa
tion of.unauthorised struc
tures in the national capi
tal. 

The National Capital 
Territory of Delhi Laws 
(Special Provisions) Se
cond (Amendment) Bill, 
2023, also granted protec
tion to owners against pun
itive action for another 
three years till December 
31,2026. 

' . ,. 

• , ✓ -~ .. ,..., ,3 t;_ .1 
---~4€ij 

The regularisation of illegal structures and rehabilitation of slum 
dwellers is part of the Master Plan for Delhi-2041. FILE PHOTO 

The statements and ob
jectives of the Bill had cited 
that more time was needed ' 
to undertake the exercise 
that was stalled by 
COVID-19. 

The regularisation of il
legal structures, colonies 
and rehabilitation of slum 
dwellers is part of the Mas
ter Plan for Delhi-2041, 
which is in the works' and is 
aimed at the planned deve-

lopment of the Capital. 

'Stick to timelines' 
The L-G issued the direc
tions while taking stock of 
the progress on the 
Centre's Pradhan Mantri -
Unauthorised Colonies in 
Delhi Awas AQhikar Yojana 
(PM-UDAY) and the Prad
han Mantri Awas Yojana -
Urban (PMAY-U). 

Raj Niwas sources said 

Mr. Saxena directed offi
cials to give specific time
lines with regard to the 
completion of the works 
mooted under the Central 
schemes as he expressed 
concern over repeated de
lays in the rehabilitation of 
those living in notified 
slum clusters. 

He asked officials to 
come up with a concrete· 
time-bound plan for the re
gistration, verification, and . 
subsequent regularisation 
of illegal colonies. Keeping 
the Master Plan for Delhi in 
mind, he asked them to en
sure that slum dwellers are 
rehabilitated in a dignified 
manner. 

He asked the Delhi De
velopment Authority to 
check if it is possible to reh
abilitate slum dwellers 
within five kilometres of 
their dwelling units. If not, 
he asked them to be shifted 
to the flats and houses con• 
structed under various 
welfare schemes. 
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-;Come Up with time-bound P~.fo~ ·------oATEo---------------

unauthorised colonies regulansation 
OUR CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI: Delhi Lieu
tenant Governor VK Saxena 
directed the officials to come 
up with a time-bound plan 
for regularisation of the unau
thorised colonies and stressed 
that the process needed to be 
made simple and hassle-free, 
said officials of the Raj Niwas 

1 onMonday. 
• Following the passage of 

the National Capital Territory 
of Delhi Laws (Special Pro
visions) 2023 by the Parlia
ment recently, Saxena chaired 
a meeting with the chief sec
retary, the officials of urban 
development, PWD, the vice
chairman of DDA, the com
missioner of MCD and other 
senior officials of various stake
holder departments/agencies, 
they added. 

The officials said that he 
took stock of the progress and 
status of works related to regu
larisation of the unauthorized 
colonies and rehabilitation of 
the slum dwellers under the 
PM-UDAY and PMAY (Urban) 
respectively. S~ena ~~ the 
officers to give specific rune
lines with regards to complete 

~.-~_.:..........o.--

implementation of PM-UDAY, 
PMA Y and the Land Pooling 
Policy of the DDA. 

The lieutenant governor was 
informed that ambiguity in the 
boundaries of the unauthorised 
colonies, repeated extension of 
cut off dates and uncertainty in 
notified slum clusters had kept 
the issue hanging for long and 
this finally Jed the Centre to 
formulate the PM-UDAY and 
PMAY schemes in 2019. 

However, immediately after 
that, with the COVlD pan
demic commencing, works 
could not be undertaken in full 
swing, they said. . 

"The LG expressed surpnse 
and concern at the fact that 
this Act in different versions 
had been in operation since 
December, 2006, and yet the 
matter remained hanging, not
withstanding the constraints 
caused by the Pandemic:' an 

official said. Saxena directed 
the officials to come up with a 
concrete time-bound plan of 
action for registration, verifi
cation and subsequent regu
larisation of the unauthorised 
colonies and stressed that the 
process of doing the same 
needed to be made simple and 
hassle-free. 

He warned that no dere-
liction or corruption will be 
tolerated. 

The lieutenant governor 
directed the DDA to imme
diately identify alternate sites 
within a radius of five kms 
where in situ rehabilitation 
was not possible as per law 
and the slum dwellers be reha
bilitated to a dignified life in 
flats/houses that have alread_y 
been constructed under vari
ous schemes, the officials said. 

He instructed the officials 
to ensure that the entire plan 
should be put into place wi~ 
a month and concrete actton 
should start immediately. 

The lieutenant governor 
stressed that all tasks should be 
completed at least an year ear
lier than the outer limit of2026 
provided by the Act recently 
passed by the Parliame~t. 
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