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i€ led to a catastrophic situa-
tion up in the mountains, it
also left the national capital

facingone of its worstfloods in decades.
| The Hathni Kund barrage, which
| stands on the boundary of Haryana
and Himachal Pradesh and sends the
river straight to Delhi, had no other
. option but to release over 3.5 lakh
| cusec of water towards the capital. On the 15 zones of the city
|.a normal day, less than 50,000 cusecs [ : §eal  as defined by DDA and.
of water is released. In July, thus, the 3 - BN aM  has great eco
Yamuna broke all previous records ; g - B
to flow at 208.6 metres—more than 4
metres above the warning levél, 3.3
metres above the danger level and 2.7

and niow stands divided into
Zone O-1and O-11, isorie of -

Iasmltt ’lg PR : - > &
0.1, while also adopting a policy of
Zone O-IL Experts are sceptical about
that being enough to undo the damage

wake-up call, and rightly
as they warned that the next
flood could be even more de-
structive. At the heart of this
crisis are the encroachments
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and andthemoneybeutilisedto ment as well as private players. o &1 W W e B

boostinfrastructureof suchareas.  “This is how DDA's coffers swelled. g am A ReE TR
Paras Tyagi of Centre for Yo- Buttheresidentsof urbanised villa- g% ¥ TR WE H TR, T
uth, Culture, Law and Environ- gescontinuetolivein pitiablecondi- | A o i &
ment (CYCLE), an organisation tions - narrow lanes, no parks, no T IR R sk l

working for public policy reforms place to park vehicles and norecrea- 3 HAR ¥ i 78 e v
inDelhi’s complex governancemo-  tional facilities,” Yadav claimed. FROT T R T8 v o A, e
del with a special focus on villages, ARaj Niwas official said the LG T o T & | B =R e i
claimed that DDA commercially was going to chair a review mee- el 2 1 O 3 B St B T
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Our analysis shows that the both rural and urbanised villages. TR s PR TETE WA T 3 T IS AW 2
gram sabha land of villages was  We will definitely take it up with TR TR S E Y o ¥ G ek 5 ¥
sold by DDA at huge price for resi-  DDA,” the official said. R R S T e 1w e W e | A A @ RS
dential, commercialand institutio- Saxena recently launched ‘Dilli D e LI R A h B e ]
nal purposes. The villages of Bud- Gramodaya Abhiyan’ to give a ma- e meye : SREAE TS Y WEEE
hela, Peeragarhi and Nasirpur, jor infra boost to the city’s urbani- T e o 1 mmﬁﬁﬁﬁ’ﬁ Tﬁsﬁ hd
which were urbanised at different  sed villages, upgrade the landsca- R REE R e A T
points of time by DDA, are classic pe and bring civic services at par '

examples of this,” said Tyagi.
“Since LG VK Saxena is visi-
ting various rural and urbanised
villages and talking about their re-
development and using the gram
sabha land for the village welfare,

i we urge him to ensure that the mo-
| ney and the land are used to boost

[

village infrastructure,” headded.

Vivek Yadav of Ghazipur village
said even the ponds and grazing gro-
unds for cattle were sold as commer-

with other parts of the capital.

According to officials, the ur-
ban development department of
the Delhi government notified 89
city villages as ‘urbanised’ under
the Delhi Development Act in Ja-
nuary 2019. Another set of 79 villa-
ges were notified as ‘urban’ in Sep-
tember 2020. With urbanisation,
the entire revenue estate of these
villages was placed at the disposal
of DDA on “asit where is” basis.
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Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

aster Plan for Delhi
l {(MPD), 2041, a vision

for development in
the national capital for the
next two decades, is waiting
for the final nod from the
ministry of housing and ur-
ban affairs (MoHUA).

The plan was supposed to
see the light of day in Janu-
ary 2022, but takeoff was
delayed indefinitely.

The draft plan empha-
sised inclusive development,
environmental sustain-
ability, green economy, 24x7
economy, infrastructure de-
velopment to create sufficient
housing for all sections and

Plan 2041 waits for

interventions such as transit-
oriented development hubs.
The plan was uploaded for
public feedback in June 2021.
1t attracted 33,000 comments.
After that, DDA held multiple
stakeholder  consultations.
In April 2022, it reviewed the
draft while incorporating the
objections and suggestions.
After lieutenant gover-

nor VK Saxena took over as
DDA chairman, he reviewed
the plan again and suggest-
ed additions.

In September 2022, the
Centre informed Supreme
Court that the plan would be
implemented on or before 30
April, 2023. That didn’t hap-
pen. This was despite Saxena
giving his approval on Feb-
ruary 28.

Among the three key is-
sues discussed in the plan
are land pooling, green de-
velopment area (GDA) policy,
and proposed amendments
in the Delhi Development
Act (DDA), 1857. The plan
briefly mentions land pool-
ing and GDA policies, but its

take-off

regulations and amendments
(mentioned in the Delhi De-
velopment Act, 1957) were
prepared separately
would need approvals.

As of now, the land pool
ing policy requires 70%
contiguous land for the for-
mation of a consortium.
However, the amendment eme.
powers the Centre to make
land pooling mandatory evern
if 70% land is not available.

On December 19, Union

require DDA and MCD to be
able to manage the changes
that are coming on a variety
of subjects covered in the plan.

MCD holds 60 drives, demolishes
Il illegal structures in December

Siddhanta.Mishra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In the last month
of the year, Municipal Corpo-
ration of Delhi (MCD) has in-
tensified its efforts todemolish
{llegal construction. While an-
ti-encroachment drives have
been carried out across the na-
tional capital, the main focus
areas have been South, Narela,
Shahdara and City SPzones.
As per data provided by
MCD, between December 1
and 30, at least 111 illegal
structures were demolished
in different zones across the
~city. A total of 60 demolition
drives were held. Shahdara
North and South, followed by
Narela and South witnessed

iy s o

In November, demolition
drives could not be carried out
because of the construction
and demolition ban. However,
in December, the areas identi-
fied in the previous month and
thismonth both were covered.

“The field staff of MCD is
paying special attention in ta-
king action against illegal
construction. Thecorporation
has also filed prosecutions
against builders carrying out
illegal construction. We appe-
al to the people of Delhi not to
fall into the trap of unscrupu-
lous builders whocheat people
in the name of cheap houses
and plots,” said an official.

In South Delhi, MCD demo-
lished illegalstructures inare-
as of Aya Nagar, Bhati, Chha-

~ tarpuy, Mah.mull. Neb Sarai,

GreenPark amongothers.

In the City SP zone, which
pertains to areas mostly insi-
de the Walled City, Chandni

_Chowk, Sadar Bazar, Inder-

lok and Majnu ka Tila were
covered. During the anti-en-
croachment drives, the cor-
poration' removed shops,
walls, and illegal structures.
Afterthelatest visitby LG VK
Saxena, the corporation also
carried out several encroach-
ment removal drives on the
main redeveloped road at
Chandni Chowk this month.
In East Delhi, which has
several unauthorised coloni-
es, the corporation covered
both Shahdara North and So-
uth zones. It demolished ille-
gal plottingin Trilokpuriand
also removed temporary en-

croachments by vendors on
roads. According to officials,
MCD, Delhi Development
Authority and local police al-
so jointly demolished the ille-
gal plots created on agricul-
tural land in Swaroop Nagar
of Civil Linesthismonth.

In Narela zone, MCD stop-
ped construction of illegal
plots in Mundka, Bakhtawar-
pur, Alipur and adjoining are-
as. According to officials, these
were mostly agricultural land.

Usually, as per the proce-
dure,ajoint special task force
carries out such demolitions
across the city PWD is also
part of the special task force,
which hasbeen created by the
government to remove encro-
achments on roads and go-
vernment land.
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Mosque offic
praise Mehr

Times News Network

New Delhi: About 100 imams,

aalims and muezzins from

maosques across the city parti-

cipated in ‘Samvaad@Raj Ni-

was’, an interactive dialogue

undertaken by lieutenant go-
i vernor VK Saxena at his offici-
. alresidence in Civil Lines.

According toofficials, seve-
ral issues were raised by the
imams and muezzins in the
session, including their pen-
ding salaries and poor sanita-
tion around mosques in vario-
us partsof thecity.

“They appreciated the de-
velopment work carried out at
Mehrauli Archaeological
Park, which hasled toan incre-
ase in footfall,” said a Raj Ni-
was official.

Delhi government sources
said the file pertaining to the
salaryof imams had been ling-
eringon the desk of the LG for
the last two months. “We hope
he clears the file so that all
imams get their payments. The
Delhi government has already
recommended the suspension
of divisional commissioner
Ashwani Kumar for non-pay-
ment of imams’ salaries for
two years,” said asource.

Raj Niwas officials said that
in the last 18 months, since Sax-
enatook overas LG, hehadalre-

‘month — belonging to varied
sections in formaland informal
‘gatherings at the RajNiwas™

L~ “The LG has mostly beenon
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At least 100 imams, aalims and muezzins turn up for Samvaad@Raj Niwas

auli park revamp

the streets of Delhi trying to
address various issues pertai-
ning to the city Upon taking
over, he had announced that rat-
her than being the LG he would
strive to serveas a ‘local guardi-
an’ of the city and keep the do-
orsof the otherwise opaqueand
colonial Raj Niwas open to the
public, whereanyoneand every-
one could walk in with their is-
sues,” said a Raj Niwas official.
Raj Niwas said in a state-
ment that over the past year
and a half, on various formal
occasions such as the ‘At Ho-
me’ functions, celebration of
statehood days and get toget-
hers of various professional
groups, Saxena freely mixed
with people and tried to add-
ress their issues,
“In;hundreds of meetings
with delegations that included
those of teachers, students,
professors, lawyers, traders,

doctors, street vendors, RWAs,
residents of unauthorised co-
lonies, slum dwellers, industry
associationsandresidentsand
farmers from rural and urba-
nised villages, the LG interac-
ted with the people along with
the officials of depariments
concerned and tried to solve
their problems concurrently,”
another official said.

Officials said these mee-
tings were already in vogue at
the Raj Niwas but took a for-
mal shape in the form of ‘Sam-
vaad @Raj Niwas’. These in-
teractions are expected to con-
tinue with various groups in
thetime to come, theyadded.

“In the same series, Saxena
will be meeting residents and
farmers from villages of Delhi
and have an interactive dialo-
gueonDDA's ‘Dilli Gramodaya

'Abhivaan’ onJanuary2,2024,”

said anofficial.
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Lost In Transit! Waiting For Promised
Land, They See Their Arts Fade Away

KATHPUTLI COLONY: For Conjurers, Snake Charmers & Puppeteers, Shift To New Home A Pipedream

Ridhima.Gupta@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Ishamudin Khan
never thought his art would
vanish from the streets. The
S2-year-old, third-generation
street magician learnt the
esoteric skills when growing
up and toured the globe enth-
ralling people with this sle-
ight of hand. He always belie-
ved this work would bring
himenough money to give his
family a good life. But he lives
today with his five family
membersinaone-room house
without a kitchen or toilet at
the Kathputli Colony transit
camp at Anand Parbat.
LikeKhan, many otherstre-
etartistsareliving in the trans-
it camp — an enclave of conju-
rers, snake charmers, acrobats
and puppeteers — while their
slum colony is redeveloped,
which, of course, has now been
years in the making. Like
Khan, they are all trying to ke-
ep their skills relevant enough
tobe able tofeed their families,
More than 2,000 families
live in the transit camp. All
these families lived in the
well-known Kathputli Colo-
ny. The colony was demolis-
hed in 2017, and the residents
were moved to transit camps
till the new flats were const-
ructed. In October, TOI had
reported that after missing
several deadlines, Delhi De-
velopment Authority'sin-situ
slum redevelopment project
at Kathputli Colony would be
completed soon. Officials had
said the allotment of 1 BHK
flats to eligible original inha-
bitants of Kathputli Colony

Photos: Piyal Bhattacharjee

e ak oM sireet magician Ishamudin Khan

atthe multi-storey apartment
complex in Shadipur, near
Karol Bagh, waslikely tostart
by December.

In the meantime, the sur-
vival instinct has pushed

Khan to try his hands at
stand-up comedy. “The rich
culture of street art has al-
most disappeared across the
country Stand-up is the ne-
west form of entertainment,

which is why I am trying to
writejokes in both Hindi and
English to be performed si-
multaneously with my magic
show,” revealed Khan.
However, for someone who

hasn't received a formal edu-
cation and comes from an eco-
nomically weaker section of
society, finding his feet in the
comedian circles hasn't been
easy “These are elite circles.
There are a lot of costs invol-
ved, which I am notable to af-
ford,” Khan said, adding bit-
terly, “1 want to continue to
perform on the streets, butthe
law does not allow this. Yet,
the governments have made
no efforts to help the artists.
They think we are beggars
and have corralled us into a
slum to decay and disappear.”
Many of theartistshave be-
enforced to takeupodd jobs for
money. Others claimed that
unemploymenthad pushed yo-
ungsters towards drug abuse.
On the narrow lanes lives
puppeteer Puran Bhat, 70. On
a winter afternoon, he isona
mat outside his one-room hou-
se making a new kathputli
(puppet). A native of Rajast-
han, Bhat has travelled to ma-
ny countries showcasing Indi-
an puppetry. “We became de-
prived of work at the time of
the Covid pandemic and I cur-
rently have no income. But as
anartist, [ can'tsitidle, solam
making kathputlis fora Rama-
yan show for the time when [
getwork,"” said the puppeteer.
Bhat'’s extended family li-
ves in the camp, but some of
them had to forsake their tra-
ditional art. He said, “In the
last few years, many folk arts
went extinct. We are fighting
poverty and starvation while
trying to keep our art alive.”
He added, " Hume paise nahi
chahiye, piatform chahiye

bas (We do not want money,
only a platform). But only if
the government has inten-
tion will innovative ideas
help preserve the folk art
community”

The puppeteer has a vi-
sion of Kathputli Colony be-
cominga global centre for In-
dian street heritage. “We co-
uld have a village-in-the-city,
where the artists live, teach
and perform. People could ha-
ve come there to learn tradi-
tional skills, such as puppet-
making, music, dance, acro-
baticsand crafts,” said Bhat.

Unfortunately, the reality
is depressing. “Our children
could havetakenourartform
to a next level. Instead,

TIMES Special

unemployment has driven
them to substance abuse,” he
murmured. Kamla, a middle-
aged woman, shouted from
her window, “The camp has
become thehotspot for drugs.
Very few young people have
jobs, so most of them take
drugs or sell them.”

Nearby lives acrobat Kai-
lash Chand, 50, who feels his
artformdoesn’thave afuture.
“This is why I did not let my
children pick up the skills,”
he said. “My three sons play
dhols at weddings. The work
is seasonal for them, but at le-

.ast it gets them some inco-

me” Chand disclosed that
they had been told they would
live in the transit camp for
two years, but that has now
stretched to over six years.




DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

PRESS CLIP

31 e 2023

mm%smm
i ¥ et Su-TeauTe

7 el (TER) | 30-T50 AP R GRA  oR

T i g mﬁwmtmm%m%w
FmsEmiTE g :
- W R &
 q yfem @ $
e <A e g
3k A ¥ TR
W W O
- Fh I9-TTE A
et ferr Wit
@Fy | faeet - ! &
._ mm%mmmﬁzmammm
A T T | I F 59 A TR I g Rl &
et 3 & U 50 TR A R et 9% €1 3R Teiea AR

C Hemid
i ﬁmw

& e TR0 U e 6 3¢ TEH WA )

_ @ﬂﬂmaﬁ{ﬁ@ﬁwﬂmﬁmmﬁmwmil

- | FEIT ?k ...........

& forpm w1 it gy em
1 39T 3 T FRE N TR

TN I P AR |
" T & 0 Y o PR e
¥ mmmtumﬁmmmmmmqt

LIBRARY

R A e —— -n--

sunday pioneer

l | SUNDAY | DECEMBER 31 2023

|LG holds Samvaad@ Raj
Niwas WIth mosque Imams

STAFF REPORTER W NEW DELHI

elhi Lieutenant Governor

Vinai Kumar Saxena on
Saturday held a meeting
‘Samvaad @Raj Niwas' with
Imams, Aalims and Muazzins
of the capital’s mosques. This
was his first meeting ever
since he took over in May
2022.
“As 2023 draws to an end, we
formally started
Samvaad@RajNiwas- an
interactive dialogue series
with Imams & Aalims from
Mosques across the City. It
has been my endeavour to
open the hitgerto enigmatic
Raj Niwas to the people of
Delhi. It was an enriching
experience meeting more
than 50,000 people at Raj
Niwas over the past 18
months. I hope that the inter-
active dialogue with people of
Delhi- the (E_‘:t}rs main stake-
holders, will get more struc-
tured & result oriented, with
this new branding. I appeal ta
all residents of the Capital to
engage with
Samvaad@RajNiwas,” Saxena
wrote on X.
According to Raj Niwas offi-
cial, in the 18 months, since
Saxena took over as LG, he
has met more than 50,000
people belonging to varied
sections in formal/informal

averaging about 3,000 per
month.

“Saxena, who has mostly been
on the streets of Delhi trying
to address various issues per-
taining to the City, had
announced upon taking over
that rather than being the LG
he would strive to serve as a
‘Local Guardian' of the City
and open the doors of hith-
erto opaque and colonial Raj
Niwas to the people where
anyone and everyone could
walk in with their issues,” offi-
cial said.

“As a result of this over the past
year and a half on various for-
mal occasions like the ‘At
Home’ functions, celebration
of Statehood Days and get
together of various profes-
sional group, Saxena has been

freely mlxlng with people,

galltherings at the IRaj‘Niwas,

mteracung with them and try-
ing to address issues. Similarly,
over hundreds of meetings
with delegations that included
those of, teachers, students,
professors, lawyers, traders,
doctors, street vendors, RWAs,
residents of unauthorized
colonies, slum dwellers, indus-
try associations and resi-
dents/farmers from
rural/urbanized villages of
Delhi, the Lt. Governor has
been interacting with the
ple along with officials of con-
cerned de ofarn:nents and try-
ing to solve their problems
concurrently,” they added.
In the same series, Saxena will
be meeting residents/farmers
from villages of Delhi and
have an interactive dialogue
on DDA’ ‘Dilli Gramodaya
Abhiyaan” on 02.01.2024, in
the New Year.
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