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Q 1 Oversight panel 
w~rns against 
Ridge violations 

PrlyangLAguwal 
~imesoroup.com 

New DeJhi: After Delhi High 
Court earlier this month direc-
ted the city government t.o no-
tify the Ridge as reserved fo. 
rests, the oversight oommlttee 
has "directed Delhi Develop-
ment Authority t.o ensure that 

Delli has Northern • 
Ridge, Central Ridge, 
South-Central Ridge 
and Southern Ridge 
and total Ilea of• 

. lllese four ridges Is,,, 
aronll,m f!ectares. 

any violation of the Forest are governed by relevant pro-
Conservation Act does not oc- visions of IFA 1927 and Forest 
curonlandintheirpossession (Conservation) Act 1980, and! 
atSouth-CentralRidge. no non-forestry activity can 

An area is declared reser- take place in these areas wit-
vedforestafter it is notified un- houtdue approval. 
derSection2.0ofthelndianFo- , The committee was also 
restAct(IFA).Howeve~apreli- apprised of Forest Conserva-
minarynotification is first ma- ~'ti.on Act violations in Mehrau-
de under Section 4 of the act. •nl and other•areas which are 
The tag of a reserved forest gi- under ridge land and notified 
ves legal protection t.o Ridge under the Section 4 notifica-
and steps can be taken for con- tion of IFA. "The chairman of 
serving them bettec the COIIllll!ttee • dµ'ecte4 ,that 

DelhihastheNorthernRid- conservator of' forests, Delhi, 
ge, Central Ridge, South-Cen- to writ.e to all land owning 
tral Ridge and Southern Ridge agenciesapprisingthemof the 
and total area of these four is fact that giving permissions 
around 7,777hectares. for non-forestry activity in a 

During the recent meeting notified forest areas underthe-
of .the oversight committee, ir control is in violation of the 
the director-general of fo. provisions of ( FCA), 1980, and 
rests and special secretary, insuchcasestheyareliablefor 
ministry of environmept, fo. prosecution under Section 3A 
rests and climate change who and38 of FCA, 1980,'' the min\l· 
heads the panel, expll!SSed tesof themeetingsaid. ' • 
strong displeasure at the slow As63 institutions are on the 
pace of the process of notifi- Central Ridge, the forest de-
cation and directed the forest partment _pol)ducting a gro-
department to expedite it in a und survey on the actual land 

• time-bound mannei: , occupied by them following an 
Thecommitteesaidanoti- orderoftheSupremeCourt. I 

jication under 8,ection 20 of "The t:0mmittee was in-
t the1FA is to be dop~ ir~yec- ',formed tbat ground ve~ifica• 

tiveof theow.nershipof land. tion of the area occupied by 
It was also ,remru;ked by the , th~. institutions IJ;Ild, _actual 
committee thi¢allareas•wp~ , • _laµd qse by them ls~~ do• 
re Section 4 npfification un-' ne by DCF (West)," according 
d~ ,JP.A 1927 doi,e,: tominutesofmeeting •• ! , 
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Plan To Push Growth~ 
In 200 Urban Villages 
Residents To Be Consulted Before Listing Work 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK 

New Delhi: To give a push to 
development work in urban 
villages,lieutenantgovernor 
VK Saxena on Saturday laun-
ched Dilli Gramodaya Abhiy-
an. Under the campaign, an 
action plan will be prepared 
for each village in consulta-
tion with the villagers to 
transform the quality of ba-
sic infrastructure, civic ser-
vices,healthandsportsservi-
ces, horticultural and water 
management 

The campaign will cover 
around 200 urban villages, in-
cluding Sbahpur Jat, Munir-

LG Saxena launches Dilli Gramodaya Abhiyan on Saturday 

ka, Ber Sarai, Pilanji, Lado wbicbmostlylieinneglected 
Sarai, Katwaria Sarai, said state, be said. ' 
anofficialattheLG'ssecreta- The campaign was laun-
riat. Jaunti Village in North- ched with commencement of 
West Delhi will be revamped works for Delhi's first gra-
first, be added. zing ground in Jaunti Village 

The official further said on a 7-acre plot to provide fod-
that the campaign would be derto nearly 4,000 livestock in 
funded and implemented by Jauntiandadjoiningvillages 
Delhi Development Authori- as well as providing the loca-
ty (DDA) and an amount of lity with an open green space 
more than Rs 800 crore bad free of encroachment. A wa-
been earmarked for it. This ter body adjoining the gra-
will be utilised for creation zing ground will also be clea-
and upgradation of basic in- ned, dredged, deepened and 
frastructure,livelihoods, sci- rejuvenated withina week. 
entiflc livestock manage- The grazing ground will 
ment, healthcare, proper have a water channel on its 
land use and water manage- periphery to ensure rainwa-
ment among others. The ter harvesting and ground-
campaign aims at bringing water recharge. Saplings of 
about a qualitative change in Moringa and nutritious gras-
the landscape and livelihood ses like Napier grass were al-
of the urbanised villages so planted by the LG on it. 

Saxena said, "This first 
experiment with a grazing 
ground in Delhi will ensure 
that the stray cattle moving 
on roads, eating from garbage 
dumps and suffering due to 
malnutrition and accidents 
will get a proper ecosystem 
for their sustenance." 

The LG further said that 
this ground would provide 
healthy food to the cattle that, 
in turn, will also provide he-
althy dairy products. At the 
same time, it will also prevent 
traffic chaos and road acci-
dents due to the presence of 
stray cattle on the roads. He 
instructed that the land sho-
uld be levelled properly so 
that.even the animals would 
not have any problem in rea-
ching the grazing ground and 
the n11arby wnd. 

- --~-'--------- cc-:=======::'!:=-:_:-===--::-

L-G flags off campaign 
to develop urban villages 
EXPRESS NEWS 
SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 2 

AIMEDATdevelopingthecity's 
urbanised villages. L-G VK 
Saxena Saturday launched the 
'DilliGramodayaAbhiyan'from 
Northwest Delhi's jaunti village. 

To be funded and imple-
mented by the Delhi 

• Development Authority, the 
campaign has.an earmarked 
amount of more than Rs 800 
crorewhich wiU be utilised for 

The u; launched the 
campaign from Northwest 
Delhi's Jaunti village. FxprPSS 

• creation and upgradation of 
basic infrastructure, livelihood, the ground will be rejuvenared 
scientific livestock mafia~ in'a week. The grazing ground. 
ment healthcare, proper land~ willhave awater'chamel on its 
use, and water management "' ~phery to ensure-rainwater 

.• among other objectiveS:- • , ; Jimtesting and groundwater 
L-GHouseofficialssaidthe,..., recharge."officialssaid.-J 

campaign was launched with Saxena, who planted 
the commencement of work saplingsofMoringaandgrasses 
on Delhi's first grazing ground like Napier grass on the ground. 
in the village on a 7-acre plot, said this "first experiment with 
meant to provide fodder to a grazing ground in Deihi" will 
nearly4,000 livestockinjaunti ensurestraycattleonroads.eat-

adjoini~villagesand pro- ing from garbage dumps and 
VJdethelocajity~open~n suffering due to malnutrition 
space free~ encioachmeftt • :--.--~d aa:i(lehts. get' a propei: 

MA water body adJolning. ·:echsysll!mb1fleirSUSlfflance.--
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LG launches programme tO 1 

revamp urbanised villages 
HT Correspondent 
1ettersehlndust1ntlmts.com 

N£W DEUI: Lieutenant governor 
(LG) VK Saxena on Saturday 
launched the Dill! Gramoday 
Abhlyaan, a targeted pro• 

! gramme for the development 
and rejuvenation of urbanised 
villages In Delhi that will be 
funded and Implemented by the 
Delhi Development Authority 
(ODA). 

Officials from the LG's office 
said funds amounting to around 
,soo crore were released for this 
project by the Union ministry of 
housing and urban affairs 

, (MoHUA)earlierlnOctober. The 
ofllclals said the programme will 
lnclucte the upgradatlon of basic 
lnfrasfructure, livelihoods, scien-
tific livestock, management, ,_ ,, . 

• 

VKSaxena 

healthcare, proper land use, and 
water management for the nearly 
200 urbanised villages of Deihl. 

The programme was 
launched from Jaunt! village In 
northwest Delhi, one of the five 
villages adopted by the LG to be 
developed as "model villages". 
The work here commenced for 
Delhi's first ~Ing ground on a 
seven-a~ plot meant to provide 

fodder to nearly 4,000 livestock 
In Jaunt! and adjoining villages 
as well as providing the locality 
with an open green space free of 
encroachment A water body 
adjoining the grazing ground 
will also be' cleaned, dredged, 
deepened and rejuvenated 
within a week. offldaJs said. The. 
grazing ground wlD have a water 
channel on Its periphery to 
ensure rainwater harvesting and 
groundwater recharge. 

Spealclng at the event, Saxena 
said, "This ground will provide 
healthy food to the cattle that, In 
turn, will also provide healthy 
dairy products. At the same 
time, it would also prevent traf-
fic. The campaign aims to bring 
a qualitative change In the land· 
scape and livelihood _:ilij 
negicted villages.• , "" .. _ .. 
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