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L-G expresses regret, says
no one told him court nod

ED—

was required to cut trees |

Saxena, in affidavit filed over illegal felling of trees in protected Ridge area, tells Supreme Court

that instructions to officials were to expedite the work, and not to bypass the mandate of the law

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ieutenant-Governor
L (L-G) and DDA ex of-

ficio Chairperson
VK. Saxena, who de-
scribed himself as a “com-
mitted environmentalist
and conservationist”, said
no one told him that the
permission of the Supreme
Court was required to cut
trees.

Personal affidavit

The revelation was part of
a personal affidavit filed by
the L-G in the Supreme
Court explaining the cir-
cumstances leading to the
illegal felling of trees by the

ity (D the Capital’s
protected Ridge area as
part of widening access to
the Central Armed Police
Forces Institute of Medical
Sciences (CAPFIMS) in
Maidangarhi. .

Petitioners who ap-
proached the Supreme
Court had alleged that the
trees were chopped on the
orders of the L-G following
his visit to the site on Fe-
bruary 3.

On October 16, a three-
judge Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud decided to
have the L-G himself file an
affidavit explaining his al-
leged role and what really
happened on February 3.

Mr. Saxena said he had
visit&erhe CAPFIMS Hospi-
tal site on February 3 foran

inspection and had “askedr 7

The L-G said 174 trees were cut in the non-forest area while 468

. N

trees were axed in the forest part. FILE PHOTO

the officials present at the
spot to expedite the work
towards the completion of
the project”.

¥2,200-crore project

He explained that the hos-
pital project was worth
¥2,200 crore of public mo-
ney and was meant to pro-
vide medical facilities to
the paramilitary forces
serving the nation.

On the way back from
the hospital site, the L-G
said he had also stopped at
the road-widening site,

“No cne present at the
site on the date of the visit
brought to the notice of the
deponent [L-G] the legal
requirement of obtaining
permission from the Su-
preme Court for felling the
trees,” the L-G submitted

A tHEafidavit, e e
Mr. Saxena said his in-
structions to the officials

were to expedite the work
and not, by any stretch of
the imagination, bypass
the mandate of the law.
“The direction was gi-
ven on the bona fide belief
that only the permission
from the Department of
Forest and Wildlife, Delhi
government  was  Te-
quired... The deponent
was also not aware nor
made aware that further
permission was required
from the Supreme Court,”
the affidavit said.
« ‘The L-G said he “deeply

'regretted” the felling of

trees by the DDA without
the apex court’s
permission.

He said that the officials
might have misunderstood
the  approvals, and
“though a mistake, the
work done by them was bo-
na fide in the interest of pu-

blic good”,

The affidavit stated that
the errant officials have
been identified and sus-
pended and that criminal
action has also been set in
motion at a city court.

Mr. Saxena said DDA
Vice-Chairman Subhasish
Panda, against whom con-
tempt proceedings are
pending in the top court,
was not present at the site
on February 3.

He said there was no
lapse on the part of Mr.
Panda and urged the court
to discharge the latter from
the contempt proceedings.

The affidavit said the
timber of the felled trees
was curtently in posses-
sion of the office of the De-
puty Conservator of Forest
(South), Karni Shooting
Range, Tughlaqabad, New
Delhi, since September 17.

Remedial measures

The L-G denied reports
that 1,100 trees were cut
for the road-widening pro-
ject.

He said a total of 174
trees were axed in the non-
forest area and 468 trees in
the forest part.

As part of remedial mea-
sures, the L-G said 1,000
trees of six-foot height
were planted in Project Ka-
lindi Aviral of Yamuna
floodplain by the DDA.

Other steps include the
DDA planting 100 trees ov-
er 185 acres in Mohammad-
pur Mazri, Mubarakpur
Dabas, and Kirari Suleman
Nagar (Patti Nithari) for ev-
ery tree felled in the Ridge.,,
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" Wasn't told about
prior permission: L-G
to SC over tree felling

~‘Never imagined to by-pass law’

" OUR CORRESPONDENT

|

| NEW DELHI: Delhi Licuten-

perusal of the sequence of events |

suggested the field officials of the
DDA probably “misunderstood”

| ant Governor (L-G) V K Sax-  theapprovals received from the

ena on Wednesday informed  Govt. of NCT of Delhi under the

the Supreme Court thathe was  DPTA as a go ahead for felling
not madeawarc of the need for  of the trees.

a prior permission for felling “The forest department
of trees in the Ridge areca and  issued a notification on Febru-
 necessary legal action had been  ary 14, 2024, allowing tree cut-
| initiated again ting under this law. A follow-up

the erring offi-

letter from a tree officer on Feb-
ruary 15, 2024, confirmed this,

| ‘ leading to the tree cutting start-
l.nformed a be_nch headed by ing on February 16, 2024," the |
ChiefJustice of IndiaDY Chan-  affidavit said referring to three
drachud that hehad learntabout DDA officers for instructing the
. the development only after the  felling of trees.
" incident of felling of trees took The L-G stated the Central

| place between February 16and  Empowered Committee (CEC)
February 26. The intimation, of the Supreme Court had also
. hesaid, came viaaletter by the  granted approval for the CAP-

. DDA vice chairman on June 10.
“Though a mistake, the work
done by them (DDA officials)

FIMS Project through a letter
dated February 1, 2017 along
with the environmental clear-

was bona fide and in the inter-  ance and approval of National
est of public good. However, the  Board of Wildlife,

actions which have been initi- The permission was also
ated departmentally by the DDA granted to set up the SAARC

against the erring officials,” the
affidavit said.

According to the affidavit,
a complaint under provisions
of the Delhi Preservation of
Trees Act (DPTA) read with
with the provisions of the BNSS

University to fulfil the coun-
try’s international obligations,
he said. The affidavit said that
due care was taken to ensure
less number of trees in the Rldge
geta affected.

“.Inany event, the direction

(Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha of the deponent, by no stretch |
Sanhita) was filed against the of imagination, was to by-pass |
erring officials of the DDA, on  the law. The deponent had also }
July 5, 2024. not issued any instructions to

On October 16, the top
court had directed the L-G to
file a personal affidavit detail-

| ing actions against erring offi-
cials for allegedly illegally felling
around 1,100 trees in Delhi
Ridge area in February.

The L-G, who is also
the chairperson of the DDA
acknowledged that in February,
2024, he had visited the site of
aroad widening project to ease

| access to the Central Armed
Police Forces Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences (CAPFIMS), when
he was told that the permis-
sion for felling trees was awaited
from the “competent authority”.

“No one present at the said
site on the date of the visit,
brought to the notice of the
deponent, the legal requirement
of obtaining permission of this
court for [elling of trees,” he said.

1.-G Saxena claimed he had
called for the communication
Ly of such approval to be expe-
dited, but did not realise that

A the court’s permission was also

W required. “The deponent was
| neither aware, nor made aware
of the fact that a further per-
mission was required from this
court,” the L-G said.

Saxena, however, said

not take any permission, wher-
ever it was required by law;” the
affidavit further said.

Regarding the whereabouts
of the felled timber, Saxena said
after a joint inspection of the
wood on July 3, 2024, the tim-
ber had been handed over to the
office of deputy conservator of
forests and was in the posses-
sion and control of the forest
department of GNCTD.

Headded a set of measures
for restoration of the felled trees
had also been taken. The L-G
assured of a comprehensive
review and action to ascertain
accountability on officials while
monitoring projects.

On October 16, the top court
said it wanted the L-G to fix
accountability of the erring ofli-
cials and take action, including
disciplinary proceedings and
criminal prosecution, without
waiting for any judicial direc-
tions before the next date of
hearing. The top court sought
information from the |Delhi
L-G while hearing a contempt
case against the DDA Vice-
Chairman Subhasish Panda,
other afticials and some private
parties over the alleged felling
ol trees, WIIH AGENCY IKPUTS
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Crying over
split wood? |

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

elhi Lieutenant Governor Vinai ;
Kumar Saxena has filed an |
..affidavit —in the-Supreme. Court ,
saying he was unaware of the |
requirement to take the courts |
permission for the felling of treeson |
the road proposed in the Ridge area, '1
which is part of the Aravalli range, |
for widening the approach to the |
under-construction Central Armed |
* Police Forces Institute of Medical
Sciences (CAPFIMS) during his
visit to the site on February 3.
Saxena said he came to know in
June 2024 about the cutting of 642
trees in Feb: without the court’s

{ De
p Authority (DDA
W ,,,,, “!“t?;n

d -‘fl rehatrman'Sub
Panda to apprise the LG about it in
his capacity as the chairman of the |
Capital’s land-owning agency. The |
DDA comes under the Lieutenant ]
Governor, - |
*Saxena called the tree fellin;ghnn
ere

unfortinate 'event ‘and said

was no act of ‘omission or
commission on the part of Panda. |
He requested Panda be discharged |
from the contempt proceedings.
Saxena said departmental as well as
' criminal action has been initiated
against an executive and two
assistant engineers for directing a
contractor to fell trees “on thelr own
accord’,

The Lt. Gov said, that on February
3, upon reaching the hospital site
and pursuant 1o a yisual inspection,
he asked the officers present at the
spot to expedite the wark towards

From page 1

The project related to medical
!facilities for the paramilitary
forces serving the nation and
resources to the tune of
arproximatc]y 32200 crore has
already stood invested from
the public exchequer.

He further stated upon
enquiring about the progress
of work, he was informed that
ermission for
elling/translocation of trees is
awaited from the competent
authority, therefore, the work
of felling of trees has not been
initiated. “On  this, the
Deponent informed that for
the trees falling under DPTA
(Delhi Preservation of Trees
Act), 1994, the Forest
Department had already taken

the completion of the project,

Conllnucd on
//—_-\‘
| ———— -
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approval of the Minister
(Environment & Forests) and
Chief Minister with my
concurring opinion. The
Deponent had observed that
the concerned officials should
;x{pcdite the communication

the approval in this regard to
the said the Lt Gov’s
affidavit.

In the affidavit, he made it
clear that his direction, by no
stretch of the imagination, was
to bypass the mandate of law.
Tl"hc Lt. Gov said he directed
the concerned d ents to
club all the co?nmcases in
connection  with land
acquisition pertaining to the
widening of roads for the
purpose of defending them in
a coordinated manner. He

- directed shifting on priority

7 Crying over split wood?

BSES electric poles, overhead
cables, underground cables etc
PNG gas p:rclir.es of IGL
which caused hindrances in
the wideting of the road, and
remaval of surplus excavated
earth which was stacked in the
CAPFIMS hospital for filling
low-lying areas in the vicmity.
The SC asked Saxena specific
uestions about his visit to the
ZBUing site on February 3, his
knowledge about the cutting

of trees, and DDASs
subsequent application
seeking the court’s
permission. Saxena cited

DDA records and said 642
trees were felled and not 1,100
as per Kapurea. He added that
174 of the trees were in non-
forest area and 468 on forest
land..
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‘TREES CUT' TO WIDEN APPROACH ROADTO CAPFIMS SITE

% CLIPPING SERVICE

Not aware court nod needed
for tree felling, L-G tells SC

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

Delhi L-G V K Saxena told the
supreme Court he was “not
aware, normade aware, of the fact
that further permission” from the
court was needed to fell trees for
widening the approach road to
the under-construction Central
Armed Police Forces Institute of
mediml Sciences (CAPFIMS) in
e Ridge area during his visit to
the site on February 3.
_Last week, the SC soughtan
. affidavit frpm Saxena, in his ca-
i Developme

e controversy surrounding the
alleged illegal felling of trees,
' Inanaffiddvitfiled before the
court Tuesday, Saxena said his
visit to the CAPFIMS site was to
take stock of progress of the proj-
ect, keeping in mind its signifi-
cance and necessity aswell asre-
sources already invested init
“On the date of the visit on
03.022024", he “asked
officers/officials at the spot to ex-
pedite work... the project being
related to medical facilities for
paramilitary forces serving the
*  nation and (as) resources to the

Delhi L-GVKSaxena

tune of approximately Rs 2,200
crore already stood invested...,”
the L-G said in the affidavit.

. The L-G said “while coming
back from CAPFIMS Hospital”, he

“stopped at the site of the road

widening." He added, “No one at
the said site... brought to” his“no-
tice... the legal requirernent of ob-
taining permission from"” the
court “for felling trees”.

The affidavit said, “On enquir-
ing about the progress of work”,
the L-G “was informed permis-
sion for felling/translocation of
trees is awaited from the compe-
tent authority” and work has not
beeninitiated.

On this, “the Deponent (L-G)
informed that for trees falling un-
der DPTA (Delhi Preservation of
Trees Act), 1994, the Forest
Department had already taken

approval of the Minister
(Environment & Forests) and
Hon'ble Chief Minister with my
concurring opinion. The
Deponent observed that officials
concerned should expedite com-
munication of approval in this re-
gard to the DDA.”

TheL-Gsaid “inany event”, his
“direction,.. by no stretch of imag-
ination, was to bypass the man-
date of law”.

He further said he “was also
notaware, nor made aware, of the
fact that further permission was
required from"” the SC.

Saxena said he “was first
made aware that the SC's permis-
sion... was required, only on
21.03.2024 when a proposal of
the 'was received for consti-
tution of aCommittee of Experts
in compliance with directions of
the” Court. He added “the fact
that the actual act of felling of
trees had commenced on or
about 16.02.2024" was brought
to his notice by the DDA Vice-
Chairman’s letter dated june 10,
2024, issued pursuant to the
court’s directions.

The affidavit also named offi-
cials responsible for the tree
felling and said they've “been
found to have instructed/allowed

tree cutting to take place on their
own accord”. It said “perusal of
the sequence of events sugzests
field officials of DDA probably
misunderstood approvals re-
ceived from the Govt. of NCT of
Delhi...to be ago-ahead for felling
of trees,” and added, “though a
mistake, work done by themwas
bona fide in the interest of public

While hearing a plea on
October 16 seeking initiation of
contempt of court proceedings
against DDA V-C Subhashish
Panda, an SC bench presided by
Chief Justice of India D Y
Chandrachud asked Saxena tofile

ing his visit to the CAPFIMS site-
Thel-G'saffidavit said Panda,
“during the period 16.02.2024"
when tree felling began “to
26.02.2024, was under medical
treatment at AIIMS™. He added
that Panda “was also not present
atthe site, under intimation to the

rundersigned, due to his offidal

preoccupations on 03.02.2024".
He also said there is “no act of
omission or commission on the
partof the V-C,DDA," and he may
be discharged from contempt
proceedings.



DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORI TY

LIBRARY
PRES:S CLIPPING SERVICE

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS: Hindustan Times

FHURSDAY

™ |

i‘DCTOﬂER 24,2024 __ -
DELHI LG-5C ok
southern ridge area of Delhi for
ccnsuucﬂngicmadnarsubaﬂ
t0 provide better access to a mult-

Didn’t know courtnod was
needed to cut trees, says LG

Abraham Thomas
g letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Delhi's lieutenant
governor (LG) Vinai Kumar
pSaxena has told the Supreme
Court that he was not aware
that permission of the court was
gnecessary to fell trees in the
Delhi ridge area, adding that he
also came to know that the trees
had been felled only after the
fact.
Indeed, his February 3 visitto
the work site where the trees
were later felled. only involved a
generic instruc-
tion on expedit-
ing work, the
LG's affidavit,
filed late on
Tuesday
claimed. .

In his affida-
vit, Saxena

— added that the
felling of 642 trees in February
without the court's nod came to
his knowledge only in June
when the top court, while hear-
ing a contempt petition against

ST T
e 2C

AR WE
BREATIE

ofito apprise the LG in
his capacity as chairperson of
the agency.

The affidavit by the LG was in
response to an order passed by
the court on October 16 while
hearing a contempt petition on
the felling of some 1,100 trees in

continued on 317 -

The 24-hour average AQI reading was 364 at 4pm on Wednesday.

Capital’s air deteriorates further,
top court slams authorities again

Jasjeev Gandhlok and
Abraham Thomas

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi's 24-hour
average air quality index read-
ing surpassed the 350-mark for
the first time this season‘on
‘Wednesday and plunged to the
dirtier end of the “very poor” cat-

egory as residents wheezed lung-

fuls of the all too familiar nox-
ious air. At llam on Wednesday,
the average AQI reading was 366
(very poor) — inching towards
the “severe” zone — which set-
tled at 364 at 4pm, according to
CPCB’s national bulletin.
Mecanwhile, the Supreme
Court on Wednesday independ-
ently found serious gaps in the
implementation of laws to curb

ARVIND YADAV/HT PHOTO

stubble fires, objected to the
Union government’s move 1o
render the Environment Protec-
tion Act, 1986 “toothless”
through a recent amendment
replacing prosecution with pen-
alty, and pulled up Punjab and
Haryana for not following a con-
sistent approach when it came to
prosecuting or penalising farm-
ers burning stubble. P38

speciallty hospital for paramill-
tary forces, SAARC Unﬂtﬁi?'-
and other residential projects for
Delhi Police, CBI. NIA and CISF.

Breaking his silence in the mat-
ter after the court put specific que-
ries to him about his visit to the
tree-felling site on February 3,
knowledge about tree-felling and

tapplication moved by
seeking permission from
court, the LG clarified that. as per
DDA records, a total of 642 trees
were felled and not 1100 as
claimed by petitioner. Of this, 174
fell in non-forest area and 468 in
forest land. On the site visit, the
LG claimed, he only took stock of
the progress of work of CAPFIMS
hospital and on way back. he
stopped at the road construction
site and gave orders for expediting
the work. He added he was not
aware of the requirement of tak-
ing court’s nod for tree felling and
was under the belief that the only
permission awaited was under
the Delhi Preservation of Trees
Act, forwhich an application was
pending with the Delhi govern-
ment’s forest department.

“No one present at the site on
the date of visit, brought to the
notice...the legal requirements of
obtaining permission from this
court for felling of trees,” the affi-
davit said. In any event. he added.
*“The direction (to expedite work)
by no stretch of imagination was
to bypass the mandate of law.”
Saxena said he was first made
aware of the requirement of SC
permission on March 21 after the
court dismissed the DDA applica-
tionand directed it to consrute a
committee of experts to recon-
sider the proposal. Even then, Sax-
ena sald in hisaffidavit, he did not
know the trees had already been
cut. According to him, the fact
that treecurting had actually
commenced on February 16 was
brought to his notice only on June
10when he received a letter from
the DDA vice chairman Subhash-
ish Panda pursuant to the court
ondering the latter to inform LG of
the factual position with regard to
tree felling’

By then. the apex court had
already Initiated contempt pro-
cecdings against the DDAVC.

On October 16, a bench headed
by ChlefJustice of India (CJI)
requested the LG to file an affida-
vitin his capacity as DDA Chair
man indicating facts as per his
personal knowledge and borne
outof DDA records. It also asked
him what remedial steps were
tmken after being informed about
the developments in the matter.

The LG gave a clean chitto VC
who had earlier Informed the
court that he was on medical
leave when DDA flled the applica-
tion before SC without disclosing
the fact that trees had already
been chopped. The LG sald, “In
s unfortunate event, there s no
actofomisston or commission on
part of vice chalmman DDA~ He
requested that the VC be dlis-
(‘hﬂ[g\.'t! from the proceedings
and Informed the court that
department and criminal action
has been inftiated against an exee-
utlve engineer and two assistant
engineers for giving directions to
the contractor (or felling trees “on
their own accord®,

DDA has maintained Manoj
Kumar Yadav, the executive engl-

| neer wrote (o the contractor for

felling trees and also blamed two
assistant engineers , Pawan
Kumar and Ayush Saraswat for
acts of omisslon, However, the top
courtobserved that these officers

b seem Lo be scapegoats as permis-
sion for felling these trees could

not huave come without the knowl-
edge and approval from the top.
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Wasn't aware SC permission
needed for felling trees: LG

Saxena To Court: ‘642 TREES FELLED, NOT 1,100

Action Taken
Against Officials

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi; Facing the risk
of contempt, lieutenant go-
vernor V K Saxena, as chair-
erson_of _Delhi Develop
Elenl Authority (DDAJ, tol
Upreme Court Wednesday
that he was unaware of the
requirement of the court’s
prior permission before fel-
lingtrees in the Ridge.

He expressed deep regret
for DDA's mistake in felling
642 trees in the southern Rid-
ge for widening the access ro-
ad to a super specialty hospi-
talfor paramilitary personnel
and other important institu-
tions like Saarc University.

In his personal affidavit
filed in compliance with the

permissionwas
required’ from SC

» LG tells SC he visited site > Tree-felling began Feb 16. He
of road-widening project says he got to know about it

in Ridge area on Feb 3 and for the first time on March 21
was told that permission for | » Saysaround 642trees
felling of trees ‘awalted’ from | felled, not 1,100 as SC was told
‘competent authority’ . earller, and compensatory
» Affidavit says he -+ § tree-planting under way
was ‘not aware, nor » Urges SC to discharge
made aware of the .. DDA vice-chairman from
fact that further | % . contempt case as he'd

undergone surgery
<. . attime of felling

ks

SC’s Oct 16 order, Saxena ad-
mitted that duringasite visit
on Feb 3, he did order offici-
als to expedite theroad wide-
ning project as he was told
that the city govt's depart-
ment of forest and wildlife,
with the concurrence of CM
and LG, was competent to gi-
ve clearance for tree felling.
Responding to the SC's qu-
estion as to what action was
taken, Saxena said after a de-
tailed inquiry was carried

out by DDA, it was establis-
hed that the order for tree cut-
ting was given by executive
engineer Manoj Kumar Ya-
dav, while, assistant engine-
ers Pawan Kumar and Ayush
Saraswat gave thego-ahead to
contractors to cut trees. The
LG said criminal proceedings
have been initiated against
them as well as superinten-
dingengineer Pankaj Varma.

pContinuedonP5

» HC slams bid to pofiticise,

obstruct efforts to clear
encroachments on Yamuna
to prevent flooding | P 2

> SC defers by four weeks
hearing on marital rape PiLs
as not enough time left

for CJI's retirement | P 13

» Allahabad HC rejects
Shahi Eidgah plea to recall
its Jan 11 order consolidating
all suits related to Krishna
Janmabhoomi dispute | P 14
» SC acquits man in dowry
death case, says he married
victim's sister-in-law after
dowry charge made | P 13

> SC sets aside NCLAT order
approving x158¢r settlement
between Byju's and BCCI on
sponsorship dues | P 23

» Bombay HC grants bail

to gangster Chhota Rajan,
suspends life term for killing

of hotelier in 2001 | P 14
pd
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‘DDA making eftorts
to make Delhi one of
the greenest capitals’

» Continued from P1

. Tarma,along with Yadav,
! sought to suppress the
fact of the felling of
trees from the apex courtdur-
ing the hearing on March 4,
the LG said.
¢ “Thedirection to expedite
the project on the bona fide
belief that only permission
fromthe department of forest
and wildlife, govt of NCTD,
was required and for which
the proposal of the forest de-
partment was approved by
him (LG),” Saxena said in his
Oct 22 affidavit.
| He said he was made
aware of the requirement of
SC’sprior permission for tree
felling only on March 21 even
though the actual felling
started on Feb 16 and by the
third week of the month, 468
~ trees in forest areas and an-
other 174 in non-forest areas
had alreadybeenfelled. Inall,
642 trees were cut as against
1,051 proposed, said the LG,
adding 'that the petitioners
‘had wrongly claimed that
1,100 trees werelost.
N Saxena said though SC

has initiated contempt pro-

ceedings also against against |

DDA vice-chairperson Sub-
hasish Panda, the IAS officer
was not at fault as he, having
undergone a major surgical

procedure on Feb 16, did not |

attend office till March 2. He
requested the court to dis-
charge Panda from contempt
proceedings.

While detailing the reme-

dial measures including ma-
jor re-plantation of trees in

the affected areas, Saxena |

said he had been an environ-
mentalist and conservation-

ist throughout his career and |

had personally supervised

planting of 48 lakh trees and |

shrubs during 2022-23 and 89
lakh during 2023-24. In the
current fiscal, 67 lakh more
trees and shrubs were plant-
edinDelhi.

He said DDA’s largescale
contribution in making Delhi
one of the greenest capital ci-
ties in the world was undenia-
ble. “DDA is making efforts to
restore habitats, expand green
coverand createathrivingeco-
system that benefits both resi-

.. dentsand wildlife,"” hesaid.
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HC on Barapullah squatters: With intent, rehab is a S-min k

@tlmesuf ndla.com

New Delhi: Delhi High Court
on Wednesday criticised at-
tempts to politicise and ob-
struct its efforts to clear encro-
achments on the drains lea-
ding to the Yamuna to prevent
arepeat of thisyear's flooding.

Taking exception to a vi-
sit by local politicians to a
jhuggi cluster in Barapullah,
a day after the court heard a
plea relating to demolition, a
bench of Chief Justice Man-
mohan and Justice Tushar
Rao Gedela wondered why
the residents of 214 jhuggis
were not rehabilitated as
per govtpolicy.

“Why should someone go
there and lead agitation and
give speeches when the mat-
ter is in court? Local politici-
ans will have to decide where

ﬂhe city has to go. We are ex-

asperated. We also read new-
spapers and know who is go-
ing where and trying to ob-
struct court proceedings. Po-
liticians coming there and
claiming it will be stopped,”
the courtlamented.
“Everythinginthecity has
got politicised. When a matter
is pending before court, one
politician went and held a
dharnathere. The intentisnot
clean, the intentistomake use
of it for political slugfest.
They are your vote banks. In-
tent is to keep them living in
miserable conditions. The ci-
ty has come to alevel that one
is not bothered about it being
drowned, but only about co-
ming back topower,” a furious
Justice Manmohan observed,
dealing with a batch of peti-
tions, including one by resi-
dents of Madrasi Camp in the
0Old Barapullah Bridge area

who face eviction as civic.

CLOGGING THE DRAIN Barapullah Desliting
CH.2020M Waterbays challenges
11INALL » No access for
/ gl 3 blocked by machines between
jhuggis (Madrasi Ol Bameutlh
Camp) and high bridge due to
tensiontower | unauthorised
encroachments
Map of Madrasi
camp jhuggi
encroachment on
Barapullah drain,
submitted by Dethi
govt's irrigation
& flood control
department in
high court
agenciesfuundthéyareencro— “Such straightforward is-  is not being allowed to reach
aching the Barapullah drain  sues are being complicated-  Yamuna. If this is how Delhi
- affectingtheflowof storm wa- - ...politiciansensurethereisa ~ will function, better to buy
terintothe Yamuna. fight over such issues. Water  boats and prepare for floo-

dingagain,” HC said.

The bench pointed out that
if the project toremove theen-
croachmentsfails, the city wo-
uld be flooded again. The in-
tent of politicians is only to
win elections and they are not
concerned with ramping up
the infrastructure, it rued.

Daysaftertheresidentsof
the slum cluster in southeast
Delhi's Jangpura received
eviction notices in Sept, func-
tionaries of the ruling AAP
and opposition BJPmet them
and promised support. They
also blamed each other for
thenotices.

The judges underlined
that “rather than a minister
or someone leading a politi-
cal agitation, the 214 jhuggi
residents can be easily reha-
bilitated by the administra-
tion in five minutes if the in-
tent and will is there”. They
expressed anguish that the

intent “is there to ensure the
problem and divide rema-
ins...this perpetuation of the
problem is 2 business 2nd so-
me people thrive in it. That's
how Delni functions. Less sa-
idthebetter”.

There iz no will ts do the
work; therefore, the citizens
are lrvmg inmiserable condi-
tions, it said, and asked i
authorities, includ

ethi Urban Shelier Impro-
vement Board, to mull over
therehabilitation.

The bench said the ques-
tion was if the colony was im-
pedingthewater flow and ma-
de it clear that in case it was,
the constructions had 10 g0.
“But we will ensure you are
shifted to an alternare land
We will ask the authorities to
rehabilitate you (residents).
We will give you arighttors-
habilitation.” the bench said.




