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SeniorIAS officer N
Kumar. Express

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 1

SENIOR 1AS officer N Saravana
I(l_.lma: has taken charge as the
Vice Chairman of the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
on Wednesday, the agency said
on Thursday.

In a statement, the DDA said

that Kumar, a 2000-batch IAS of-
ficer of the Bihar cadre, had
served as Principal Secretary
(Food and Consumer Protection)
inBihar.

He has held positions in
several departments, including
Communications and T,
Law and Justice, Education,
Agriculture, Animal Husbandry,
Rural Development, and Food
and Consumer Protection. He
had also served as district mag-
jstrate in multiple districtsin
Bihar, including Patna.

Among the major issues that
Kumar will have tohandle inthe
Capital are the rejuvenation of
the Yamuna floodplains, in-situ
slum rehabilitation, develop-
ment of the Narela sub-city,
sports centres of excellence,and
implementation of the PM-
UDAY scheme. The Delhi Master
Plan 2041, currently being fi-
nalised, is also among the key
projects on the DDA's agenda.

IAS N SARAVANA

'KUMAR IS NEW

DDA VICE-CHAIR

Snehil Sinha
htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Senior 1AS officer N
Saravana Kumar took charge as’
the vice-chairman of the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
on Thursday.

A 2000-batch IAS officer of

. the Bihar cadre, Kumar last held

the charge of principal secre-
tary, department of food and
consumer protection, in Bihar.
Born and raised in Madurai,

| Kumar is a postgraduate in the

field of science.

He has also served as a dis-
trict magistrate for almost 10
years in various Bihar districts,
including Patna. .

He was also awarded for his
contribution to the disaster
management - work durin
‘floods in the state. :

Kumar's work in conserva-
tion and management of water
resources in Bihar has also been
recognised by the Centre. _

At present, DDA is working
on multiple projects,including
rejuvenation of Yamuna's flood-
plains, in-situ slum rehabilita-
tion scheme, development of
Narela sub-city, development of
centres of excellence in sports

[ Delhi Master Plan 2041is in the
works. The new VC is expected
to anchor these projects under a
newly formed state govern-

| and PM Uday Scheme. Besides,:

ment.” , :

2000-batch IAS
officer is DDA’s
vice-chairman

New Delhi: A 2000-batch TAS
officer of the Bihar cadre, N Sa-
ravana Kumar, took charge as
Delhi Development Authority’s
vice-chairman on Thursday

In a career spanning aro-
und two and a half decades,
Kumar worked in various sec-
tors like communications
and IT, law and justice, educa-
tion, agriculture, animal hus-
bandry, rural development,
and the food and consumer
protection department.

Kumar was holding the
chargeof principal secretary,
department of food and con-
sumer protection in Bihar,
prior to joining DDA. He was
district magistrate for almost
10yearsinvariousdistricts of
the state, including Patna,
and significantly contributed
todisaster managementwork
during floods, for which he
was awarded by state govt.

He also received letters of
appreciation four times from
ECI during various elections
in the state. During his tenure
in the rural development de-
partment, Bihar wasrewarded
for conservation and manage-
mentof water resourcesbythe

Union Jal Shakti ministry mn
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Saravana Kumar takes charge

as Vice Chairman of DDA

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B New Delhi

Saravana Kumar on Thursday took

charge as Vice Chairman, Delhi
Development Authority (DDA). In a
career spanning around two and a half
decades, he has worked in various sec-
tors like Communications and IT, Law
and Justice, . Education, Agriculture,

S enior IAS officer of Bihar cadre N

Animal Husbandry, Rural Development -

and Food Consumer Protection
department,
A 2000-batch IAS officer, Kumar was

holding the charge of Principal Secretary, -

Department of Food and Consumer
Protection in Bihar, prior to joining
DDA.

His dedication towards work has
brought laurels to his state and the
departments where he has worked. He
has been District Magistrate for almost
10 years in various districts of the state,
'mc{uding Patna, and significantly con-
tributed to the disaster management
work during floods, for which he was
awarded by the State Government.

He also received letters of appreciation
four times from Election Commission of
India during various elections in the
state. |
During his tenure in Rural
Development department, Bihar was

rewarded for conservation and manage-

ment of water resources by Union
Jalshakti ministry and his presentation
on ‘Organic Corridor’ Scheme was also
awarded by Chief Minister Nitish Kumar.

His rich experience will be beneficial
for the DDA at a time when important
projects are being undertaken like
Rejuvenation of River Yamuna plains, In-
situ Slum Rehabilitation Scheme, devel-
opment of Narela Sub-city, development
of Centers of Excellence in sports and
PM Uday Scheme. ol

Besides, Delhi Master Plan 2041 is
being finalized which will shape the
future of capital for next 20 years. *

Born and raised in Madurai, Kumar
is a postgraduate in the field of Science.,
He is a sports enthusiast and a nature
lover, ;
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N Saravana Kumar takes over

as VICE CHAIRMAN

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Senior 1AS
officer N Saravana Kumar on
Thursday assumed charge as
| the Vice Chairman of the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA),
 the agency said in a statement,

A 2000-batch officer of the
Bihar cadre, Kumar brin gs over
24 years of administrative expe-
rience across sectors such as
communications, education,
rural development, agriculture
and food and consumer protec-
tion, it stated.

Before joining the DDA, he
was serving as the principal sec-
retary in Bihar's Department of
Food and Consumer Protec-
tion, it read.

Kumar has held key posi-
tions during his career, includ-

| ing nearly a decade as district
| magistrate in several districts
| of Bihar, including Patna. His
‘work in disaster. management

OF DDA

Senior IAS officer N Saravana Kumar

MPOST

during floods earned him rec- Rural Development Depart-
ognition from the state govern-  ment, the state received acco-
ment, it stated. lades from the Union Jal Shakti

He has also been com-
mended multiple times by
the Election Commission
of India for his role in conduct-
ing elections in the state, the
statement said. :

It highlightd that dur-
ing Kumar’s tenure in Bihar’s

Ministry for water resource
management. His work on the
‘Organic Corridor’ scheme was !
also recognised by Chief Min-
ister Nitish Kumar.

Born and brought up in |
Madurai, Kumar holds a post-
graduate degree in science.
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Yal_nuna clean-up: Clearing drains to |
razmg encroachments in Govt’s plan

[ —— .
£ 4 ey

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, MAY 1

FROM ENHANCING environ-
mental flow of the river to man-
aging drains and removing en-
croachments from floodplains
through a dedicated Special Task
Force, the Government has fi-
nalised a 30-point action planto
rejuvenate the Yamuna, The
Indian Express has learnt.
The plan, which involves the
Central and Delhi governments,
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

KEY MEASURES IN
4-YEARROADMAP

B Solid waste management

B Sewage management

B Governance,
enforcement

B Surveillance

| Public outreach

H Drain management

H Flood plain protection

. Yamuna clean-up

was drawn up following a high-
level meeting chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on April
16toreview the clean-upand ad-
dress the capital's drinking water
concerns, Sources said that a de-
tailed presentation on the initia-
tive was shared during the meet-
ing, which was also attended by
Union Home Minister Amit Shah,
Union fal Shakti Minister CR Patil,
Delhi Chief Minister RekhaGupta
and senior PMO officials.
Following the meeting,
sources said, the 30-point road-

map was circulated amo

Pollution Control Board (CPCB),
Delhi Jal Board (DJB), Municipal
Corporationof Delhi(M(D)—and
the Delhi government. Each has
been assigned specific responsi-
bilities, with timelines ranging
from June 2025 to March 2025.
Two key action points in the
exercise focus on increasing the
environmental flow (E-flow) of
the Yamuna within Delhi and fur-
therdownstream. E-flow refersto
the quantity, timing and quality of

‘water flow needed to maintain

the healthand function of aquatic

The plan proposes discharging
773 million litres per day (8.95
cumecs)oftreated water fromthe
Coronation Pillar and Yamuna

_Vihar sewage treatment plants

into the river downstream of
Wazirabad by September 2026 —
a dedicated conveyance system
will be developed Additionally, an
extra 623 cumecs of treated wa-
ter from the Okhla STP(capadity:
563 MLD) will be released down-
stream of the Okhla barrage via
the Yamuna canal, partially im-
proving the river’s flow.

The Spedial Task Force has also
been tasked with removing flood-
plain encroachments within a
year, targeting a completion date

plan

mber 2026.
Ofsgupffm,me planincludes cre-
ating around 500 MLD of adt_h-
tional sewage treatment capadity
by March 2029 and connecting
1,799 unauthorised coloniestothe
sewage network. New STPs are
proposed at Delhi Gate, Shastr1
Park and Kailash Nagar. Several
major drains — Barapullah,
Maharani Bagh, Mori Gate, Sonia
Vihar, Delhi Gate, Kailash Nagar.
Shastri Park —will also be tapped
and treated before discharge.

Describing the Yamuna as a
"polluteddminﬁ]ledmmﬂlm.md
garbage”, the BJP had pledged to
clean the river inits manifesto for
the 2025 Delhi Assembly elec-
tions. Criticising the previous
Delhi government of Aam Aadmi
Party, the BJP had daimed thatde-
spite spending Rs 8,500 crore, AAP
had failed to clean the Yamuna

Promising to collaborate with
the Centre, the BJP had also an-
nounced plans to develop the
YamunaRiverfront on the lines of
Ahmedabad’s Sabarmati
Riverfront. The proposal includes
establishing 24x7 commercial

l : s
and other entertainment venues
along the banks. As part of its
broadervision, the BJP had prom-
ised to setup a dedicated Yamuna
Fund to revitalise the river. The
fund would support initiatives
such as ensuring complete treat-
ment of wastewater from key
drains like Barapullah, Shahdara
and Ghazipur before it enters the
Yamuna. The plan also includes
septage and dairy waste manage-
ment, For this, connecting non-
sewerage areas with sewer and
biogas plants for managing dairy
waste will be set up.

_ Aspartofflood plains protec-
mnmemﬂlephnemﬂ'sm
completion of 10 restoration proj-
mg:fomswerthenmtmee
months will be on removing plas-
ticand trash from thedrains.p
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Yamuna to get a ‘Sabarmati-style’
makeover within set timeline; Shah

Times News Network

New Delhi: Unionhomemin}-
ster Amit Shah on Thursday
said Yamuna's “purification™
is of utmost importance not
only for the people of Delhiand
its neighbouring states but al-
so for all Indians who worship
lord Krishna and Yamuna.

The Yamuna riverfront
project in the national capital
will be developed along the li-
nes of the Sabarmati ri-
verfront in Gujarat, and
completed within a set timeli-
ne, hesaid.

Speaking at an event on
the occasion of Gujarat and
Maharashtra Day here, Shah

Hinhustan Times |

sald PM Narendra Modi has
taken steps to preserve the
purity and sanctity of the Ya-
muna’s water from Yamunot-
ri to Prayagraj. Union mini-
ster Mansukh Mandaviya,
Delhi LG VK Saxena, Delhi
CM Rekha Gupta, Delhi PWD
minister Parvesh Sahib
Singhand ministersfrom Gu-
jarat were among those pre-
sentattheevent.

Shah praised Saxena's ef-
forts to clean the Yamuna
banks and said the PM’s vi-
sion to transform the area
was progressing at a fast pa-
ce. “I appreciate the LG's ef-
forts to clean the Yamuna
banksandeliminate garbage.

g

Shrutl Kakkar

NEW DELHI: Th

om

e Delhi hi

gh

JUA) Wom taking coercive
steps against the Shahi Idgah
Management Committee over a
12 lakh recovery notice issued
for using Eidgah Park during
the annual Jjtema congregation
held in December 2024,

The notice, dated February
11, claimed the parkland
belonged to DDA and sought
booking charges for the rell-
glous event. However, Justice

HC relief for Idgah panel

Vikas Mahajan granted interim
protection, observing that the
committee had no available
legal remedy as the Delhi Wagqf
Tribunal is currently non-func
tional.

“The problem is that the tri-
bunal is not functional. Till that
time, he (the committee) has no
.remedy, It is a government

land, but he is not encroaching
upon it. It is a religious func-
tlon — the recovery can come
later on,” the judge remarked
during the hearing,

Senlor advocate Sanjoy
Ghose, rerrescmlns the com-
mittee, told the court that the

PM Modi has developed P'a‘;ls
to clean the Yamuna from 13-
munaotrito Pray?lgraji.dand for
erfront,” hesala.

tm'll"’ir‘;;-.'rr home minister’s
comments are a part of the
govt'slarger initiativetorevi-
talise India’s urban infr-
astructure and river systems.
There have been multiple
unsuccessful attempts to cle-
an the river, which has Ic_fﬂg
been afflicted by pollution
and encroachments.

The PWD has asked the

olIntegrate allTt orizoing
floodplain projects along the
Yamuna river into a single,
continuous riverfront stretch.

NEW DELHI
2N FRIDAY
MAY 02,2025

park was part of the Idgah
premises and that the commir-
tee had already approached the
Wagqf Tribunal seeking land
demarcation. “But the matter
hasn't been heard due to lack of
quorum,” he said.

In its order, the court said,
“Having regard 1o the fact that
the Waqf Tribunal is not func-
tional, it is directed that the
DDA shall not take any coer-
cive action pursuant
ik y2e p 1o notice

The court issued notice op
the committee's petition angd
Posted the matter for further
hearing on September 10,
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SC restrains DDA from
shifting deer from park in
Hauz Khas to Ra]asthan

The petznun alleged mat three batches of deer had already been relocated

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Supreme Court
has restrained shifting of deer
from Deer Park in Hauz Khasto
forest zones in Rajasthan and
otherareasand asked DelhiDe-
velopment Authority to stop
the exercise till further orders.

“Forthetime being, werest-
rain the respondents (DDA and
other authorities) from shif-
ting the existing deer out of the
Deer Park at Hauz Khas, New
Delhi. Wealsomakeitclearthat
the deer shall be properly loo-
ked after by the respondents,” a
bench of Justices Abhay S Oka
and Ujjal Bhuyan said.

The court passed the order
onaplea filed by NGO 'New Del-
hi Nature Society’ alleging that
around 600 deers were at risk of
being relocated without proper
habitat assessments, veterina-
ry checks, or safeguards.

The authorities decided to
relocate the deer after the Cen-
tral Zoo Authority’sdecisionto
withdraw AN Jha Deer Park's
recognitionasa'mini-zoo.'The
petitioner alleged that once re-
leased in Rajasthan, the deer,
accustomed tolife ina semi-ur-
ban, predator-free park, would
be exposed to natural preda-
tors like leopards, for which
they have no survival in-
stinets. [t said that the reloca-
tion amounts to turning do-
mesticated animals into prey.

The petition alleged that
threebatchesof deerhadalready
been relocated hastily from Deer
Park and to predator-heavy sanc-
tuaries in Rajasthan, in violation
of wildlife protection laws.

Agreeing to examine the
case, the bench issued notice
to DDA and other authorities
and fixed the case to May 168
for hearing.

HC tells DDA not
to act against Shahi
Idgah over park use

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi High Court
on Thursday asked Delhi De-
velopment Authority not to

. take any action against the
: Shahi Idgah in the capital’s

Sadar Bazar area for using
the adjoining park for a reli-
giouseventlastyear.

Justice Vikas Mahajan also
issued anotice to DDA on a peti-
tionfiled by the ShahiIdgahma-
naging committee and asked

‘the authority foraresponse.

“Renotify on Sept 10. In the

‘meantime, having regard to

the fact that the wagf tribunal
is non-functional, where the
petitioner instituted a suit, it is
directed that DDA shall not ta-
ke any action pursuant to its
notice dated Feb 11, 2025,” the
court directed after hearing
submissions from the parties.

During the hearing, the
petitioner’s counsel said
DDA's notice of Feb1ldeman-
ded Rs 12 lakh for using the
park surrounding the Idgah
for holdingljtema in Dec2024.
However, the counsel mainta-
ined that the park was part of
the Idgah premises and DDA
had noclaimoverit.

He further highlighted that
the committee alreagdy filed a su-
it before the waqf tribunal aga-
Inst the land-owning authority's

HC orders status quo

claim over it, but since the tribu-
nal was non-functional due to a
lack of enough members, DDA
should hold its hand till the tri-
bunal forms an opinion

Opposing the plea, the coun-
sel for DDA said a single judge
of thehigh courtalready gavea
finding on the park being DDA's
property while dealing with the
petitioner’s plea for installinga
Maharani Lakshmi Bai statue
there. The lawyer said the sing-
lejudge’sdecision wasappealed
against by the petitioner before
adivision bench, which did not
intervene, finalising the autho-
rity of DDA over the park.

The civic agency claimed
thereligious function was held
inits park without priorappro-
val and demanded costs. On
his part, the petitioner's coun-
selsaid thesingle judge had no
power to rule on the issue of
the title of the park, and the di-
vision bench left open all con-
tentionsof the parties.
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