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AAP terms
‘DDA’ notice to
slum dwellers
‘as ‘betrayal

' The Hindu Bureau
| NEW DELHI

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
_Delhi chief Saurabh Bha-
radwaj on Tuesday alleged
that the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA} has
sent a notice to slum dwell-
ers of Jangpura Madrasi
Camp to shift to Narela.

Terming that the DDA's
action as a direct “be-
trayal” of trust of T.N.-ori-
gin residents, he demand-
ed an immediate provision
of alternative housing with-
. in a 5-km radius.

“[AAP national conven-
er] Arvind Kejriwal had
warned that if BJP came to
power in the national capi-
tal, it would snatch the
roofs over people’s heads.
That is exactly what is hap,
pening. Families in Jangpu-
ra are being forcibly
pushed 50 kilometres
away to Narela, where
even basic civic amenities
like drinking water are not
avallable,” the AAP leader
said during a press confe-
rence. ,
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Mehrauli Archaeological Park spans over 200 acres and contains architectural
elements from the pre-Islamic, late-Mughal and colonial periods

onnecting Qutub M

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
WEDNESDAY, AP!
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Anuja findia.com

New Delhi: A direct internal path-
way linking Qutub Minar and
Mehrauli Archaeological Park is
expected to be accessible to visi-
tors within the next few months. It
will eliminate the need for tourists
to use the existing 2.5km-long ex-
ternal path connecting these two
heritagesites inthecity.

The spokesperson of Archaeolo-
gical Survey of India, Nandini Bhat-
tacharya Sahu, confirme

ing the site ins ion,
resenteda propo-

0 ions were being
held to draft an implementation plan.
“Theexecutionof theplanisexpected
tocommence soon. ASI has expressed
its positive response to this develop-
ment, and concrete actions are antici-
pated inthe near future,” shesaid.

inar,

the preIslamic, late-Mughal and co-

Mehrauli park to oen for tourists

Officials said a pathway con-
necting the two sites existed near
the publication counter at Qutub
Minar’s exit gate and led to Quli
Khan's tomb in the park. But visi-
tors are now restricted from using
it. Althoughdiscussionstook place
previously, too, the proposal gai-
ned momentum after lieutenant
governor VK Saxena’s interven-
tion. A ticket counter will be instal-
led soon for accessing the pathway.

Mehrauli, alongside Siri, Tugh-
lagabad, Jahanpanahand Shahjaha-
nabad, represents one of Delhi’s se-
ven significant cities. The area con-
tains numerous architectural trea-
sures. Mehrauli Archaeological
Park, adjacent tothe UNESCO World
Heritage Site of the Qutub Minar
complex, spansover 200 acres. Itcon-
tains architectural elements from

ASI S'O_ll”EISOI SAYS
The execution of the plan is

the near future

V. . ) i
lonial periods, including numerous
tombs of prominent people.

The area documents historical
and cultural evolution of Delhi.
The Tomar Rajputs established the
initial fortification, Lal Kot, which
was later expanded into Qila Ral
Pithora by Prithviraj Chzuhan IIL
Qutbuddin Aibak, the founder of
Delhi Sultanate, made it his power
centre in the late 12th century, and

numerous tombs 2nd mosques we-
re eonstructed in the complex du-
ring the early Sultanate period.
Various structures, including
Maulana Jamali's (a 16th-century
Sufj saint) mnsque and tomb and
Quli Khan's tomb, ®ere constric-
ted Iater in the Mehrauli complex.
which also contained several w2
terbodies, including Hanz-e-Sham-
si, Rajon ki Baoli. Gandhak k1 Bao-
i hat existad beneati

1as Metwcalfe's
ros including a
bridge, c2noop esthouses
The park's landscape COmMPrl
ses rocky siopes, valle
ang water features The
res varied vegewaticn and
particularly Metcalfe's zard
front of QuiiKhan's 1ombo.
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DDA to relocate

Madrasi Camp
slum dwellers
to Narela: AAP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
. NEW DELHI, APRIL1S

THE AAP on Tuesday accused the
BJP of betraying slum dwellers,
alleging that the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
has served notices to residents
of Jangpura-based Madrasi
Camp jhuggi-jhopdi (I]) cluster.
_stating that they will be reld-
cated to Narela, despite pre-poll
promises of in-situ housing.
Residents of Madrasi Camp,
mostly comprising people from
| Tamil Nadu, came together with
AAP Delhi convenor Saurabh
' Bharadwaj to hold a protest.
Many of these residents said
they had received cards from BJP
. in the run-up to the Assembly
polls, which read, 'It is Modi's
guarantee that every slum
! dweller will get a permanent
house where their slum cur-
rently is". Around 500 families
' liveinthe camp, many of whom
for the last 40 to 50 years.

Speaking to mediapersons,
Bharadwaj said, “Not even two
monthsinto forming the govern-
ment, the BJP has shownits true
colours. The DDA, which comes
under the BJP-led Union govern-
ment, has served notices tothese
residents stating that they will
be relocated to Narela."

"(Former AAP CM) Arvmd
Kejriwal had warned that if BJP ;
came to power, it would snatch
away the roof over people's |
heads. That is exactly what's |
happening,” he added,

Bharadwaj alleged that DDA
| was providing the slum dwellers
" alternate housing 50 km away in
Narela, “where even basic
amenities like drinking water are
absent”, He demanded that they
be allocated alternative housing |
within a 5-km radius.

The residents said the reloca-
tion would affect the education
of their children and also result
" in them losing jobs.
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