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DDA launches
third housing
scheme of year

New Delhi: Delhi Develop-

ment Authority (DDA) laun-
ched bookings for its third ho-
using scheme of the year, Ap-
na Ghar Awaas Yojana 2025’
on Tuesday offering 7,500
units across Narela, Loknay-
akpuram, and Siraspur.

On the first day, May 27,a
total of 452 flats were booked,
including 209 economically
weaker sections (EWS), 136
low income group (LIG), 3
middle income group (MIG),
and 6 high income group
(HIG)flats in Narela. Additio-
nally; 37 LIG and 48 MIG flats

| were booked in Loknayakpu-

ram, along with 13 LIG flats in
Siraspur. Under the scheme,
Siraspur offers 564 LIG flats,
Loknayakpuram has150 LIG
and 96 MIG flats, while Nare-
lahas 694 EWS, 5,384 LIG, 386
MIG, and 226 HIG flats. The
residential units come with
discounts ranging from 15%
t025% across all categories.

“There willbea25% disco-
unt on LIG flats in Loknayak-
puram, Narela, and Siraspur,
and a 15% discount on EWS,
MIG, and HIG flats in Narela,
aswellas MIG flats in Loknay-
akpuram,” officials said.

The scheme is open to all
Indian citizens aged 18 and
above and operates on a first-
come, first-served basis. Regi-
strations will close on Aug 26,
subject to possibleextensions.
Applicants can book flats onli-
ne viathe DDA website by pay-
ing: Rs 50,000 for EWS flats, Rs

. 1lakh for LIG flats, Rs 4 lakh
! for MIG flats, and Rs 10 lakh

for HIG flats, Tnn

Encroachers can't claim
'right to occupy public
: land during rehab: HC

| Tmes News NeTwork
| New Delhi: Delhi High Court
n . Tecently ruled that encroa-
" therscannot claim the right to
roceupy public land while their
| rehabilitation claims are be-
ing processed, as this would
hinder public projects. -
A singlejudge bench of
. Justice Dharmesh Sharma
emphasised that eligibility for
| rehabilitation isseparatefrom
| eviction proceedings. “There
|.isno gainsaying that the peti-
%  tioners have no vested right to
|
|
|
|

‘seek rehabilitation as it is not
an absolute constitutional en-
titlement available to encroa-
chers such as themselves. The
right to rehabilitation arises
solely from the prevailing poli-
. ¢y, whichbinds the petitioners.
Thedetermination of eligibili-
[ty for rehabilitation is a sepa-
| rate process from the removal
| -of encroachers from public
| land,” the bench said in its 60-
pagejudgment on May 26.
' The court dismissed peti-
| tions seeking to halt demoli-
tion and eviction in the Bh
oomiheen Camp jhuggi clus-
| ters in Govindpuri, noting that
; Delhi Development Authori-
| ty's actions complied with the
2015policy guidelines. The peti-
tioners also sought a direction
to DUSIB to conduct a compre-
| hensive survey of the affected
residents and to rehabilitate
them in accordance with the
DelhiSlum &.JJRehabilitation
+and Relocation Policy, 2015, -

THE COURT SAYS

Notably, the jhuggis do
not have structured
numbering assigned
by civic authorities,
but rather bear

arbitrary, seff

e flﬂl’)’b’ -assigned

/
The bench ohserved that
the measures implemented by
the case were in accor-
ce with the guidelines in
the policy. The court noted that
DDA's position that the Oct
2019 survey was conducted in
the presence of the jhuggi oc-
cupants, was videorecorded,
and utilised a mobile applica-
tion toensureaccuracy, cannot
be challenged in the procee-
dings in question.

The bench said that in ad-
herence to the rehabilitation
and relocation process, DDA
carried out a survey of the
campand thata notice was pro-
minently displayed at multiple
locations within the JJ cluster,
informing people about the
startof thesurvey

*Notably, the jhuggis donot
have structured numbering by
civic authorities, but bear ar-
bitrary, self-assigned numbers
by occupants, resulting in a
disorganised layout.... This co-
urt finds merit in DDA's plea
that the petitioners' allegation
of an improper survey lacks
any basis," the court said.
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SC clears widening of city ‘ SC raps DDA for administrative
road to hospltal for forces Overreach’ irnposes green f'me

Dhananjay.Mahapatra

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court-
Wednesday okayed widening
of theapproachroadtoCentr-
al Armed Police Forces Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences and
Saarc University in south De-
1hi.However, itimposedafine
of Rs 25,0000n each DDA offi-
cial found responsible for cu-
tting trees in southern Ridge
without the court’s nod over
their “contemptuousact™.
Tominimise environmen-
i"fal damage caused by illegal
¢ felling of 1,051 trees, the apex
:court directed DDA to identl
! .fy 185 acres,.in consultapon
i with

a three-member panel :

alleged fake encounters
Involving police In 2021: 5C
to Assam rights panel | P12
» Court finds sole accused
in Chennai's Anna varsity
rape case gultty; Stalin and
EPS hail verdict| P11

> Delhi court sentenmas]I
74-year-old rickshaw puller
to 20-yr Rl for raping two -
minorgirisin2021|P2°

setup by it; for compensatory T
afforestation involving plan-
" ting of nativetree varieties.- :
Hng OF Nz g

. pcontinuedonP8
Y s :

> Probe 171 Incldentsof |

»Continued from P1

r= e controversy over ini-
tiation of contempt pro-

1 cecdings against offi-

" cials of DDA, which threat-

ened to rope in DDA chairman
and LG V K Saxena and DDA
ex-vice-chairman  Subhasis
Panda, had witnessed two SC
benches, one headed by Jus-
tice B R Gavai and another by
Justice A 8§ Oka, taking double

+ cognisanceof thetreefelling.

The matter was finally
heard by a bench of Justices
Surya Kant and N Kotiswar
Singh, which ordered DDA to
expeditiously - complete the
road widening project as the
super specialty hospital pro-

. vides world-class treatment to

paramilitary forces’ person-

. nel, who are frequently ex-

posed to grave risks and inju-
ries. Interestingly; the SC said
the Delhi govt and DDA may
impose a one-time levy, com-
mensurate with the cost of
construction, on such affluent
individuals who may be direct

. beneficiaries of the newly-

constructed road.

Writing the 48-page judg-
ment, Justice Kant said, “It is
imperative to recognise the

7 significance of an institution

{ like CAPFIMS, particularly in

" JUDGE SAYS

The facts before us
: reveal a troubling
pattern: permissions

the lives of families of person-
nel belonging to the lower
ranks of paramilitary forces.
These are the Kith and kin of
individuals who routinely
place themselves atrisk topro-
tect the nation and defend its
borders under extremely
harsh conditions.”

The SC said a better access
road would enable emergency
vehicles, including ambulane-
es, to reach the facility swiftly
thereby potentially saving the
lives of those who routinely
safeguard ours.

In taking equal cognisance
of the damage to the ecology
by felling trees in the southern
Ridge, which as a whole is
termed thelungsof thenation-
al capital, the bench found it-
self confronted with a difficult
dilemma — between the need

i b e = d

for developmentand improved
accesstomedical facilitiesand
the pervasive harm caused to
the environment by illegal cut-
tingdown of trees.

While closing contempt
proceedings against Panda,
the SC said, “All other respon-
dents and officials of DDA
found responsible by the inter-
nal inquiry for theacts leading
to the present contempt aze di-
rected to deposit a sum of Rs
25,000 each as an environmen-
tal fee with the forest depart-
ment, in additicn to and with-
out any prejudice to the de-
partmental action thatmay be
taken against them.” Italso di-
rected a formal censure  be
imposed on oificials found
guilty in departmental pro-
ceedings.

Asking DDA to learn from
this case and do course correc-
tion, Jusdces Kant and Singh
said, “This is vet another clas-
sic case of insdrudonal mis-
steps and administratve over-
reach. The facts before us re-
veal a troubling parrern: per-
missions not obtained, court
orders ignored. and environ-
mental degradation inflicted
with impunirc Such actons
certainly raise fundamental
concerns about governance
and accountability”
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\ { RIDGE TREE FELLING } SC REBUKES AGENCY, BUT STOPS SHORT OF PUNISHMENT

NEW DELH/
THURSD,
AY 29, zgg; -------------

Flagging ‘blatant breach’, SC
closes contempt agalnst DDA

Abraham Thomas
htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Wednesday held, the Delhi
Development Autlmniy (DDA)in
contempt for illegally felling over
1000 trees in Delhi’s Ridge area
without its permission, calling
the move a blatant breach of envi-
ronmental norms and judicial
orders. However, the court
spared stringent action against
top DDA officials, citing the
“overwhelming public interest”
served by anew road leadingtoa
multi-specialty hospital for the
Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPP).

Abench of justices Surya Kant
and N Kotiswar Singh said the
illegal tree-felling for the road to

‘the Central Armed Police Forces

Instituté of Medical Sciences
(CAPFIMS) was a “classic case of
institutional missteps and admin-
istrative overreach.”

“It is only the overwhelming
public interest served by the

‘establishment of CAPFIMS that

has, in effect, overshadowed the
sheer administrative incompe-

tence and blatant disregard for

both established procedures and
the orders of court,” it observed.

Remmmts of trees on Chhattarpur Satban-Gausha]nrnad. HTARCHIVE

The court was hearing a con-
tempt petition filed by Delhi resi-
dent Bindu Kapurea. In March, it
had dismissed the DDA's applica-
tion seeking permission to fell
trees in the Ridge area, noting
that many of the trees had
already been cut,

The 1996 judgment in MC
Mehta vs Union of India makes it
mandatory for prior approval
from the Supreme Court for any
tree-felling in the ecologscally
sensitive Ridge.

.DDA’s internal inquiry had
mmedfaur officials for suppress-

+ ing facts from the court. While -

sparing them imprisonment, the
court irmy an environmental
fee of 325,000 on each, directed
departmental action. and issued
an official “censure.”

“These acts... fall squarely
within the ambit of ‘criminal con-
tempt’ as defined under Section
2(c) of the Contempt of Courts
Act, 1971, the court said. -

“Tt is the good fortune of the
concerned DDA officials that this
larger objective has weighed in
their favour, without which this
court may have been compelled
to adopt a-far more stringent
approach and deal with an iron

fist,” it added.

To prevent future violations,
the bench mandated that all
orders or notifications relating to
tree felling, afforestation, or con-
struction activity with ecological
impact must explicitly mention
any pending cases before the

court. “This direction is being |
issued to ensure that, in future,

the plea of ignorance is not taken
as adefence,” the order stated.

The petition, argued by senior
advocate Gopal Sankaranaraya-
nan and assisted by advocate
Manan Verma, detailed how trees
were felled in February 2024
under orders from Delhi lietten-
ant governor VK Saxena, issued
under the Delhi Protection of
Trees Act. The tree felling was
completed before DDA's applica-
tion for permission was even
heard on March 4.

The court was later told that
Saxena only became aware of the
felling in June, when informed by
the DDA vice-chairperson. “Such
actions raise fundamental con-
cerns about governance and
accountability,” it said. "We truly
hope these proceedings have
been conducive to incorporating
Necessary course corrections by
the DDA and other bodies.”
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'CITES IMPORTANCE OF HOSPITAL PROJECT, WARNS AGAINST REPEAT VIOLATIONS |

Trees felled in Ridge to widen road: SC
ty of contempt

Misconstruction
Placed DelhiL-Gin
dnembarrassing
position: Top court

e i LT P P

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 28

holds DDA officials guil

TERMING IT “yet another classic
Gase of institutional missteps and
administrative overreach,” the
Supreme Court on Wednesday
held that there was “wilful dis-
obedience” by former Delhi
Development Authority (DDA}
Chairman Subhashish Panda and
other offidials “resulting in con-
temptof”its “orders”in the mat-
ter of wideningof the road tothe
under-construction Central
Armed Police Forces Institute of
Medical Sciences (CAPFIMS) in
the Capital's Ridge area.

The case had picked up
steam last year following allega-
tions that the felling took place
after the visit of Delhi Lieutenant
Governor V K Saxena to the site,
implying that he may have had
knowledge of the same.

In an affidavit, however, the
L-G had earlier said that during
the visit, “no one present at the
said site_ brought to the notice of
the deponent, the legal require-
ment of obtaining permission
from thisHon'ble Court for felling
of trees.”

Thetopcourt’s judgmentbya
bench of Justices Surya Kantand

" -y

ke &

The case was related to widening of the road to the under-
construction Central Armed Police Forces Institute of
Medical Sciences. Archive

N K Singh, however, said, “Itisan
admitted position that" Panda
“and officials of the DDA acted in
an errant manner, whichnot only
amounted to a concealment of
thiscourt'sdirectionsbut alsoled
to an unfortunate and avoidable
misconstruction of communica-
tions attributed to the L-G,
thereby placing him in anembar-
rassing position. There can thus

‘be no second opinion but to an-

swer the issue in the affirmative
and hold that there was indeed
wilful disobedience on the part of
the respondents, resulting in con-
temnpt of this court’s orders.”

The SC spared Panda of any
action and dosed the contempt
proceedings against him “since”
he “was not an officer in the DDA
cadre and is no lopger holding any
position in that organisation..."

It directed the other respon-

dents and officials of DDA, found
responsible by the internal in-
quiry for the acts leading to the
contempt, to depositasumofRs
25,000 each as an environmen-
tal fee with the Forest
Department. The court made it
clear that this shall be in addition
to, and without any prejudice,
the departmental action that
may be taken against them.

This sum, said the court, can
be utilised towards remedial
measures sought to be under-
taken, to compensate for the loss
of forest cover. The bench directed
that *additionally, a formal
penalty of censure be imposed
uponall suchoffidals," and dosed
the contempt proceedings
against the respondents.

‘The court, while taking stern
exception to the environmental
harmcaused by “the reckless dec-

imation of a substantial"number
of trees, resulting in loss of biodi-
versity, also acknowledged the
significance of the hospital proj-
ect to the lives of farilies of per-
sonnel belonging to the lower
ranks of the paramilitary forces.

“We are of the considered
view that such individuals, who
remain largely voiceless and with-
outrepresentation in proceedings
such as the present one, stand to
benefitdirectly from construction
of animproved approach road to
CAPFIMS. Better road access
would enable emergency vehi-
cles, including ambulances, to
reach the facility swiftly, thereby
potentially saving lives of those
who routinely safeguard ours, In
thedischarge of our judicial func-
tion, thisoverarching public inter-
estweighs heavily upon the con-
science of this court,” it said.

The court said that “the es-
tablishment of CAPFIMS, the
felling of trees, and the construc-
tion of approach roads are now
fait accompli, While it may be
theoretically possible to contem-
plate areversal of these actions,
such a course is practically un-
tenable. In our view, the die is
cast, and what is done cannot
now be undone — any refusal to
put institutions like CAPFIMS to
optimal use or toundo road con-
struction at this stage risks not
only undermining public inter-
estbut also squandering signifi-
cant public resources.”

The court issued a series of
directions, including compensa-

tory afforestation, to make up for
the felling.

Decrying the tree felling ex-
ercise, the court said, “The facts
before us reveal a troubling pat-
tern: permissions not obtainegl.
court orders ignored, and envi-
ronmental degradation inflicted
with impunity. Such actions cer-
tainly raise fundamental con-
cemns about governance and ac-
countability. We truly hope that
these proceedings have been
conducive to incorporating nec-
essary course corrections by the
DDA and other bodies to avoid
any such lapses in the future.”

The judgment said “itis only
the overwhelming publicinterest
served by the establishment of
CAPFIMS that has, in effect, over-
shadowed the sheer administra-
tive incompetence and blatant
disregard for both established pro-
cedures and compelled it totakea
not so stringent stance™.

The court, however, added,
“It must be unequivocally stated
that any recurrence of such con-
duct will not be met with simi-
larindulgence.”

Italso directed the DDA “that
henceforth, every notification or
order relating to afforestation,
madcops_truction tree felling, or
any activity with potential eco-
logical impact must explicitly
mention the pendency of rele- |
vant proceedings before this |
court. This direction is being is-
suedto ensure that, in the future,

the plea ofignoranceis not
as adefence” taken
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Tree felling in
“Delhi: SC finds
DDA officials
guilty of
contempt

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

“Overarching public inter-
est” saw the Supreme
Court restrain itself on
Wednesday from initiating
contempt action against
Delhi Development Auth-
ority (DDA) officials and its
former Vice-Chairperson
Subhashish Panda for the
illegal felling of hundreds
of trees in the Capital’s pro-
tected Ridge area without
prior permission from the
top court.

The trees were felled to
construct a broader access
road to the Central Armed
Police Forces Institute of
Medical Sciences, a new
hospital catering primarily
to paramilitary personnel,

their families, pensioners, |

and the public. A Bench
headed by Justice Surya
Kant, in a judgment, said
the cumulative action of
cutting the protected trees
along with concealing the
fact from the top court dur-
ing proceedings “struck at
the very heart of the justice
delivery system”.

Irreversible prejudice’

«Jt contaminates the sanc-
tity of judicial proceedings.
It causes irreversible pre-
judice to parties... We are
left with no hesitation to
hold that the respondents’
@DA  officials) cun_duct
was gravely contumacious,
and viewed cumulatively,
the irreversible actions
amount to blatant obstruc-
tion of justice. These ac-
tions, in our considered
view, fall clearly within the
ambit  of criminal con-
tempt of the court,” said

Justice Kant.

/-G LEFT EMBARRASSED'

—arE T

Tree felling: officials’ errors
left L-G ‘embarrassed;, says SC

Top court says DDA officials hid facts, defied court orders and misled Licutenant-Governor VK.

Saxena on cutting of trees in the Ridge; imposes environmental fines on those found responsible

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Wednesday not-

ed that the wil-
ful disobedience, deliber-
ate concealment of tree
felling in the protected Del-
hi Ridge area, and a series
of miscommunications by
Delhi Development Auth-
ority (DDA) officials left
Lieutenant-Governor (L-G}
V.K. Saxena in an “embar-
rassing position”.

The Delhi L-G is also the
ex officio chairperson of
the DDA.

“Without delving into
excessive detail, it is an ad-
mitted position that the
former DDA vice-chairper-
son (Subhashish Panda).
and officials of the DDA
acted in an errant manner,
which not only amounted

Around 1,100 trees were cut down in the Ridge in February 2024. Tree

felling in the area is not allowed without the SC’s permission. FILE PHOTO

to a concealment of this
court’s directions but also
led to an unfortunate and
avoidable misconstruction
of communications attri-
buted to the L-G, thereby
placing him in an embar-
rassing position,” the Su-
preme Court judgment
authored by Justice Surya
Kant observed.

The petitioners had al-
leged that trees were
chopped down on the or-
ders of the L-G, who had vi-
sited the site on February 3
last year.

On October 16, the apex

" court had directed the L-G

to file an affidavit explain-
ing his alleged role and
what transpired on Febru-

ary 3. )
Mr. Saxena maintained

that he had visited the
road-widening site that day
on his way from the CAP-
FIMS Hospital site,

and claimed that no DDA |

official informed him that
felling trees required Su-
preme Court permission.

%25,000 fine -

The court said the actions
of DDA officials cumula-
tively resulted in “flagrant
contempt” of its directions
on tree felling.

Closing the proceedings
against Mr. Panda, as he
was no longer in the DDA
cadre, the court directed
DDA officials found res-
ponsible by the internal in-
quiry to deposit 25,000
each as an environmental
fee with the Forest
Department.
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Felling of trees in Ridge area: |
SC holds DDA officials guilty

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B New Delhi

he Supreme Court on Wednesday
I held the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) pguilty of con-
tempt for wilful disobedience of the court’s
order banning felling of trees in the capi-
tal's Ridge area for widening of an approach
road for a paramilitary forces’ hospital and
ordered extensive afforestation.

A bench of Justices Surya Kant and N
Kotiswar Singh, which imposed a fine of
25,000 on the errant DDA officials for
contempt of ‘court, however, said that
though the misadventure undertaken by
them was in clear contravention of this
court’s orders but the underlying objective
of having a broader approach roads for
Central Armed Police Forces Institute of
Medical Sciences ({CAPFIMS) appears to
be not in bad faith.

“We are thus left with no hesitation in
holding that the respondents’ (DDA) con-
duct has been gravely contumacious, and
when viewed cumulatively, their actions

, amount to a blatant obstruction of the

administration of justice. These acts, in our
considered view, fall squarely within the

.ambit of ‘criminal contempt’ as defined

under Section 2(c) of the Contempt of
Courts Act, 1971," the bench said.

THhe bench, which gave its verdict on a
contempt petition alleging violations of
court’s ordzr by DDA officials, said it is

. conscious of the distinction between mala

fide abuse of power and genuine admin-
istrative misjudgement, and the court is
inclined to deem that the present instance
falls within the latter category.

“It must be emphasised that while the
misadventure undertaken by the errant
officials of the DDA was in clear and fla-
grant contravention of this court’s orders,
the underlying objective — namely, to
facilitate improved access through broad-
er approach roads for CAPFIMS and other
public institutions — appears, does not
seem to be in bad faith and certainly not
to defy the authority of this court,” it said.

The bench issued a slew of directions
for preservation of environment, protec-
tion of Ridge Area and afforestation to
the DDA and asked an expert panel to °
oversee their efforts. It said after having
holistically considered the matter from
multiple dimensions, this court must
rernain mindful that the establishment of
CAPFIMS, the felling of trees, and the
construction of approach roads are now
fait accompli.

“While it may be theoretically possible
to contemplate a reversal of these actions,
such a course is practically untenable. In
our view, the die is cast, and what is done
cannot now be undone — any refusal to
put institutions like CAPFIMS to optimal
use or to undo road construction at this
stage risks not only undermining public
interest but also squandering significant
public resources,” it said.
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S TREE FELLING IN DELHI'S RIDGE AREA

XSG finds DDA in contempt and

orders extensive afforestation

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Wednesday found
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) officials guilty of con-
tempt for felling trees in Delhi’s
Ridge area to widen a road, in
violation of earlier court orders.
‘The court, however, said the
- act stemmed from “adminis-
trative misjudgement” rather
than malafide intent.
A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and N Kotiswat Singh
imposed a fine of Rs 25,000 on

the officials but spared DDA
chairman and Delhi Lieuten-
ant Governor V K Saxena,
and vice-chairman Subhasish
Panda, against whom the con-
tempt plea had been filed.

The court noted that
approximately 1,100 trees
were felled in February 2024
to widen the approach road to
the CAPFIMS Hospital, even
though the DDA’ request to do
so had been rejected on March
4 for being “very vague.”

It directed the DDA to
implement an extensive affores-

tation plan and imposed a one-
time levy on affluent residents
in the Ridge area who benefited
from the road widening,

A three-member com-
mittee has been constituted
to oversee the afforestation
effort and ensure dense tree
cover on both sides of the
approach road.

The court had earlier issued
a contempt notice to Panda and
sought an affidavit from the LG
on action taken against those
responsible for the unauthor-
ised tree felling.
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