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Fun park, boating
to debut soon at
Bharat Vandana

@timesofindia.com
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ke view restaurants, an ad-
venture park, an eco-zone,
and a huge parking lot. DDA
has set the completion deadli-
ne at Feb 2026.

“We have completed 88%
of the work at the site, and a
decision was taken to open
the facilities to the public in
phases, beginning June 30.
The recreation facility will
increase the footfall and the
interest of people living in
the neighbourhood as well
as other partsof the city," the
official said.

Among the activities and
areas expected to open by the
end of June are the Medita-
tion Zone, Vandana Sarovar,
Fun park, Lake View Restau-
rants, Congregational Zone,
and boating. The Fun Park
will feature animaltronic in-
stallations. Recreational acti-
vities are expected to open by
theend of Dec.

“The construction of par-

metres and operational const-
raints on crane heights impo-
sed by AAI, the main structu-
ral work of the skywalk is ex-
pected to be completed by
Dec,” stated the authority.

While the project belongs
to DDA, its execution is being
doneby the National Buildings
Construction  Corporation
(NBCC). “Since taking charge,
lieutenant governor VK Saxe-
na has been regularly taking
stock of thedevelopment work
of Bharat Vandana Park,” said
theofficial Auther,

DDA will also arrange for
the supply of 90,000 cubic
metres of water through
STPs to fill the main sarovar
once and then 1,000 cubic met-
res of treated water supply
every day to maintain these
water bodics, “We will also

channel rainwater and const-
ruct six storage tanks, each
with a capacity of 5,000 cubic

metres,” the official said.

el . ) Jo & ¢
NAME OF NEWSPAPERS --- - <o e Hindustan Times AT s

MCD, BSES pick
up blame game
in boy’s death

Paras Singh
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How Delhi’s scant

wilderness is being tamed for leisure

A push to convert
city’s forests into
‘Instagrammable’,
picnic-friendly zones
is threatening what
little sanctuaries of
wilderness remain

Paras Singh and
Jasjeev Gandhiok

letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: It's 715pm, and San-
Jjay Van is shifting into its noctur-
nal rhythm. The howls of golden
Jjackals and the plaintive cries of
peacocks echo across the ridge
as the city sinks into darkness.
But in a clearing not far from
Mayur Pahadi, another sound
rises — music. A soft, persistent
hum of conversation and clink-
ing cups wafts from a newly
minted calé nestled within
Delhi's oldest reserve forest.

Its three walls glow with light,
and despite the supposed 7pm
closing time, cold coffee is still
being served. “We'll be back
early morning tomorrow.” says
one of the operators, packing up
for the night.

This is the “LG Rock Café,”

of a new wave of “eco-tour-
ism” efforts aimed at transform-
ing Delhi’s forests into curated
Jeisure spaces. The lhrus} is
clear: convert green Iungjs into
“Instagrammable”,  picnic-
friendly zones. But in doing so,
Jandowning agencies ‘may _be
unmaking what litde sanctuaries
of wilderness remain in the
urban sprawl that is Delhi.

The makeover is striking, Out-
ide the caté, metal tables reston
peatly manicured grass, flanked

. penches carved o reserpble
b),c Lrunks. Bougainvillea
Lrl‘c-)oms \n ernamental pots. A

11ed waterfall gurgles at
'“tfrf,;‘;e of the site, fed by water
3;;;5 hidden pipcs, and electric-
'q‘l\'j: E-;L'L atits core, Sanjay Van
not? i“[[,':ps.l — a protected,
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Outside the café, metal tables rest on manicured grass

i o

(below), flanked by benches carved to resemble tree trunks.
A fabricated waterfall gurgles at the edge of the site, fed by

water tanks, hidden pipes, and electricity lines.
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the Indian Forest Act, 1927 —
spread across 1,550 acres of Ara-
valli land. Its winding trails, ruins
from the 12th century, and dense
vegetation have long drawn jog-
gers, birdwatchers, and solitude
seekers. But the incursion of con-
crete and commerce is beginning
to chip away at its quict soul.

Residents like 32-year-old
Rakesh Tokas of Munirka, a regu-
lar at Sanjay Van, are uncasy.

“It's one of the few peaceful
spaces left in the city,” he says.
“There’s already trash piling up
on the boundary. and pigs have
increased in number.”

[ndeed, the forest is not just
losing its serenity — it's losing

HTPHOTOS

control.

Despite a Union environment
ministry mandate banning inter-
nal combustion vehicles in pro-
tected forests, a number of two-
wheelers and even a car were
spotted inside Sanjay Van by HT
multiple imes In the last month
—on April 30, May 3,and May 14,

The forest guards on duty,
when confronted, offered little
more than a shirug,

“We usually don’t allow vehi-
cles to enter the forest area but if
someone has a Job inside or a
legitimate reason to go to the
temple or the café, how can we
stop them?" a guard at the Sanjay
Van gate said.

The Mehrauli Archaeolu—gic:ul Park. Spread across 200 acres.

| CAFE STONE, MEHRAULI

aportion of it is a protected forest, part of the south central
Ridge. At the heart of it is a cafe popularly shared on reels on

| Instagram — called Cafe Stone.

foQvy

‘Not forest-friendly’
Environmentalists stressed that
these changes are not just mis-
guided — they are lllegal. The
Forest Conservation Act of 1980
strictly prohibits any commer-
clal activity or permanent struc-
ture inside forest land. But such
lines are being quietly erased.
"Forests like Sanjay Van are
the last of Delhi's lungs. and
should be managed by the forest
department — not turned into
boutique cafés,” said environ-
mental activist Bhavreen Kan-
dhari. Activist Verhaen Khanna
of the New Delhi Nature Soclety
echoes this, pointing to signage
that forbids vehicles inside San-

SANJEEV VERMA/HT PHOTOS
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jay Van. “The law is unambigu-
ous,” he said. “No commercial
activity is allowed. Yet we see
artificlal waterfalls, gym equip-
ment, and even cafés, These are
not features of a forest — they
are violations. The wildlife inside
doesn’t care about aesthetics, It
cares about survival.”

Photographs from the area
reveal the scavs: entire patches
of trees gone, pathways widened,
soil compacted. The effects rip-
ple through the ecosystem.

A citizens’ collective called
“There Is No Earth B™ has been
documenting this decline. Since
2019, the group, led largely by
college students, has removed

over eight metric tonnes of wastz
from Sanjay Van. Their most
recent clean-up last month
yielded over 30kg of non-biode-
gradable trash. Bhawna Tanwar,
25, the group’'s executive
director, said: "Every new addi-
tion — every decorative bench,
every power line — chips away ar
its ecological role. We need to
preserve the forest, not turn it
into an amusement park.”

A pattern across Ridge
The encroachments aren't lim-
ited to Sanjay Van. *

Mehrauli Archaeological Park
—a sprawling historical site in
south Delhi that houses over a
hundred monuments, is another
example. Spread across 200
acres, a portion of it is a pro-
tected forest. part of the south
central Ridge. At the heartof itis
a cafe popularly shared on reels
on Instagram — Cafe stone.

Last year, artificial waterfalls
and gazebos were installed deep
inside the Asola Bhad Wildlhfe
S v. near Neeli Jheel.

and the forest depart-
ment did not respond to HT's
queries on the issue.

Ayear-long study conducted
by the Delhi government's forest
department and the Bombay
Natural History Society con-
firmed the presence of at least
eight leopards in Asola Bhati—a
sign of its vibrant biodiversity.
But conservationists warn that
waterfalls and phote-ops could
do more harm than good.

“The area near Chhatarpur
and Neeli Jheel has the highest
leopard sightings,” said Dr. |
Sumit Dookia, an environmental
expert at GGSIPU. "Before devel- |
oping such facilities, there must
be ecological assessments. These
are are living systems.”

The Ridge. part of the Arwvalli
range, plays a vital role in main-
taning Delhi's air quality and
groundwater. As the Sariska-
Dethi Wildlife Cormidor, it also
SCIVES as a natural passage for
wildhfe. Bug with every brick Liid
in the name of eco-tourism, the
torestedges shrink — and Delhi
nehes closer 1o losing what ligtle
wilderness it still holds.
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HC takes note of Rajputana Rifles’
ort

Shruti Kakkar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high court
has taken cognisance of Hindu-
stan Times report highlighting
the plight of Rajputana Rifles,
the oldest rifle regiment of the
Indian Army, located in Delhi
Cantonment, whose men negoti-
ate a smelly culvert that over-
flows during rains on their way
to the parade ground—for want
of an overbridge—and directed
the Delhi Cantonment Board
(DCB) 1o file a status report on
the matter, terming the situation
as unacceptable.

In its report titled “A smelly
trail from barracks to grounds:
Regiment's daily battle in Delhi,”
published on Monday, HT high-
lighted the ordeal of over 3,000
soldiers of the Rajputana Rifles,
who are forced to march through
the culvent to head to the parade
ground. They do this four times a
day - twice before breakfast and
twice after dusk even as the Delhi
government has failed to builda
foot overbridge.

“This court takes judicial
notice of a report... on May 26,
2025, wherein it states that over
3,000 soldiers of the Rajputana
Rifles have to pass through a
drain which is foul smelling and
filthy when they move out of their
barracks and go to the parade
ground. The soldiers are required
to pass through this culvert four
times a day and the said drain is
stated to be flooded and is slick
with sludge and sometimes near
waist-deep in places,” a bench of
justices Prathiba M Singh and
Manmeet PS Arora said in an
order, released on Tuesday.

The order passed on Monday
added: “This court has..given
directions from time to time for
cleaning of various drains within
Delhi since 2024. This particular
story relating to the soldiers who
have to march through this
drain is indeed an unacceptable
situation. The report states thata
bridge was requested but has not
been bullt. Let the Delhi Canton-
ment Board file a bref status
report by Thursday, in this
regard”

The court ok cognisance of
the report while considering a
batch of pleas initiated on Its
own to tackle the menace of

walerlogging.

‘oe @
e , trail from barracks to
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grounds: Regiment's dail
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May 26, 2025: HT, in these

columns, highlighted the_

ordeal of over 3,000 soldiers
of the Rajputana Rifles, who
are forced to march through
the culvert to head to the
parade ground. They do this
four times a day - twice
before breakfast and twice
after dusk.

s g & P
PWD calls
pedestrian bridge proposal

On April 28, the high court
directed the Special Task Force
(STF) to commence demolition
for removal of the obstructions
including unauthorised colonies
covering the Taimoor Nagar
drain, frgm May 5.

{DDA’{ lawyer Prabhsahay
Kaur submitted that two phases
of the demolition were over and
the third would commence from
June 10 and be completed by
June 30.

The court, in its 10-page order,
also directed for continuous
cleaning of the Taimoor Nagar
drain at least twice daily.

“Insofar as cleaning is con-
cerned, the court has also
perused the photographs placed
on record by petitioners as well
as DDA. A perusal of the same
makes It clear that the cleaning of
the drain must be undertaken as
a continuous exercise, with oper-
ations being carried out at least
twice daily—in the morning and
evening. This direction becomes
necessary in view of the ongoing
cleaning of parallel drains across
the city, as well as the debris
accumulaung in the vicinity of
the drain due to the demolition of
encroachments currently under-
way,” the court malntained

mtsten Wes | MY DELID

i READ:Scan the QR
i codetaread HT's
i report on the lack

!ufafootoverbridge Py 4

Snehil Sinha

htieporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Public Works
Department (PWD), in an order
late Monday night, called for an
urgent meeting of stakeholders
to discuss the construction of a
foot overbridge (FOB) between
the Rajputana Rifles headquar-
ters and thelr training ground
located on the opposite side of
the Ring Road near Dhaula
Kuan,

The move comes on the heels
of an HT report. titled "A smelly
trail from barracks to grounds:
Regiment's daily battle” pub-
lished in these columns on
Monday. The report highlighted
how, in the absence of a FOB,
thousands of soldiers have to
cross a lilthy drain culvert four
to six times a day. The report
also highlighted that the situa-
tion worsens after rainfall, fore-

ing the regiment to wade

through waist-deep rainwater
or walk along the road for 2.5
kilometres to cross the road
through the main carriageway.

"Coordination in planning
and design of the FOB, consider
and recommend the location of
the FOB to UTTIPEC for deliber-
ation and approval, promotion
of utilization and any other mat-
ter relating to construction and
use of the FOB,” the PWD said in
the order.

A PWD official said that the
FOB has been under considera-
tion and financial feasibility was
being checked, but final
approval was not yet granted.
The subway committee in
ofMicials from PWD, MCD,

CRRI, traffic police, and the
transport department.

PWD minlster Parvesh
Vertna also instructed officials
to expedite the construction. 71
have asked officials 0 ensure
that wor k on this FOB should be

s s e I L et

plight, seeks Cantt Board rep

started at the earliest and ten-
dering should be done so that it
is completed at the earliest, and
the soldiers do not have to cross
a drain. Itis shameful that none
of the previous governments
ever took this seriously,” Verma |
said.

According to locals and offi-
cials, soldiers have been using
the culvert for at least 35 vears.
A proposal for a FOB was
approved in 2010, but the
project remained on paper, as
ascertained by HT from a wnt-
tent respoase in the Delhi assem-
bly to a question raised by the
Delhi Cante MLA Karan Singh
Tanwar on Maich 31, 2010,

“Yes, the location of the FOB
has been approved by the sub-
way committee . The designs
are being prepared. 1ts cost is
approxtmately 2275 crote. The
work will be done alter getung
financial approval.” the MLA
had said.
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V.No. 05/2025/PB-1
VACANCY N

Notice For Inviting Applications For Filling 01 Post of Chiet
Security Officer (CSO)
DDA nvites applications on the prescribed format from the eligible |,
officers for filling up 01 post of Chief Security Officer (CSO), in},
Level-11 in the Pay Matrix as per 7* CPC on deputation basis. The
eligibility criteria and other terms and conditions of deputation,
kindly visit DDA's website www.dda.gov.In.
The last date of receipt of application is 30 days from date of
. publication of this advertisement in the newspapers.
For detailed terms and conditions, kindly visit DDA's website
www.dda.gov.in (link Jobs).

Commissioner (Personnel)
i Follow us on @ @ddaotiiclal @ dothcial_dda @ @oticlal_dda_or Dial Toll Freq No 1600-110332 |




