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re . \ Plan set in motion. gg&g%o"
DDA opens Qutab - for Tihar expansion | Cotieet oot
Golf Course gym New Delhi: Delhi govt’s plans 0 1 .gy
NEW DELHI: DDA has todecongest Tihar Jailhavebe: | o' public
opened its Qutab Golf en set in motion with officials |- i
Course gym to the publlliff holding meetings with multi- New Delhi: Delhi
offering 200 memberships ple land owning agencies to se- . Development
at70,800 a year. People ' ek land for alternatefacilities. ! Authority has made
- “who opt for it will get Chief minister Rekha Gup- its gymnasium at the
' acress to a restaurant, bar, ta had in her budget speech an- Qutab Golf Course
and pay-and-play golf. * nouncedanew scheme for deve- | accessible to people,
Revised charges take effect | lopment of the new jail comp- with an annual
June L “The ambiance, *lex by shifting the existing Ti- membership priced
coupled with expert har Jail to some other location. at Rs 70,800.
trainers, is designedto * - _ “The home department of The facility grants
inspire members to meet Delhi govt has started holding o0 sanery b0
fitness goals,” said DDA. meetings with officials of land | both the restaurant
= =/ owningagencieslikeLandand o qp0 ) oee o0

Ll e

De ent Office, Revenue

and o seek land for buil-

di ns. The ofﬁclalswﬂll

be visiting Taill.\.ar next week,

i offici

Sml'il‘iafle official said that du-

ring their visit, they will see

how existingfacilitiesat Tihar
| canbedecongested tillnewjail
: complexes come up. PTi

gym memberships.
Members can bring
up to five gnests in
each visit at Rs 100
per guest. Additional
privileges include
access to food and
beverage services,
along with the option
to reserve party
venues for an
additional fee.
"The ambiance,
coupled with expert
trainers, is designed
| to Inspire members to
| meet their fitness
goals," PDA's officlal
| brochure says. The
| Qutab Golf Course
| boasts an 18-hole
layout, complete with
a heritage clubhouse
and a 250-yard,
28-bay drlving range,
Gym members will
get the added benefit
. of accessing the golf
course through a
' pay-and-play system, '
DDA revised various
charges at the Qutab
| Golf Course, Including
| green fees, entry
fees, booking
charges, display fees,
and golf cart rentals,
effective from June 1,
A recent notice
[ndicates that govt
' officlals will pay Rs
5.5 lakh for lifetime
entry, while }
three-year and
five-year plans cost
Rs 165 lakh and Rs
2.75 lakh respectively,
Monthly
subscriptions are
fixed at Rs 1,320.
. Non-govt individuals
. face higher rates: Rs
| 16.5 lakh for lifetime
entry and Rs 4.95 lakh
for three years, Their
monthly subscription
rate is Rs 1,980.
These charges

exclude GST, T
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Gone with the wind? Why solution lies in go

atimesofindiacom

New Delhi: Threesevere thun-
derstormis on May 2, 18 and
Mav 21 uprooted or damaged
mory than 350 tress, In the
storm that struck the city on
Wednesd: trese foll ona Zaye-
ar-oid i hivn. On all
three dovs, the winds neached
speeds of up 1w Bkmph and
coused havor 1n many loca:
tions = the eite While the
pasy answor for the widespre
ad the damage 14 the strength
of the winds, horticultare offi
cials und environmental acti-
vists sav inadegquate arboreal
maintenance. mproper plan:
wtion practices and concretl-
sation of the biase of trees dre
ks sigmifieam factors,

Thews yvears ago, in May
Iwihi High Court in-

1 three civie bodies

' o
mbulances and

ven and surgcal needs.
recent storms provnsd this
hasn't been doneand clasofl
compliance, the ground reall-
y s yuiteduTerent
Hortiealturists  identify
problems with tree plantaton
alung avenues, specivs selec-
tion, planting lecations and
concretisation “The prime 1s-
sut 1s the Jack of a study on
tree heslth in Delhl or the sui-

tability of trees for specific
areas,” said trep expert Pradip
Krishen. “Speaking from ex-
perfence, we don't learn the
lessans and don’t plant appro-
printe specics. For example,
mangs needs moisture, so it
doesnt belong tothe Delhi eco-
svetern, Trees like neem,
which preliferate in Delhi, ha-
ve dense canopies that act like
a ship's suil and resist winds,
causing them to break during
storms. Hortieulmre officials
must consider these.”

APWDofliclaladmitted 1o
hasty and unplanned planta-
1lion, confiding that they were
often under pressure w imple-
ment decisions without const-
dering expert advice “We are
often asked to plant treesof 10-
12 ft when the ideal height is
45 feet.” an olficlal said. “To
make them grow aller innur:
series, the tap root, which
strepgthens the trunk, is of-
ten chopped. They grow and
seem healthy because adven-
titious roots feed them, but
they don't have strength to
withstand strong winds. The-
re are many examples across
the city, including the planta-
tion near the high court.”

‘The official added, *Yes,
there was @ proposal to gel
tree ambulances, but as faras
‘we know, there are none in

« PWD or CPWD so far” New
Delhi Municipal Council offi-
cials claimed 1o have two am-
bulances and Municipal Cor-

o [ v R v Rtz
At least At least Peak winds reached
Qver 250
treesfellor | DO trees 53 trees around £0 kmph
were damaged | fellorwere | fellorwere | Treesalsofell in areas
in thunderst d again' damaged again | with 40-60 kmph winds | yRGENT NEEDS
1
Comprebensive
Study
Assess species,
terrain, and
plantation methods
2
Tree Ambulances
Public agencies like
CPWD, PWD, MCD
were to maintain
tree ambulances
- Arborists were
e supposed to be
hired for tree health
H and recovery
Lack of Planning Urban Stressors | Wrong Sapling Cholce @
No proper study on @ Concretisation | Tall saplings "gz L -
suitable species or weakens planted with = Current Status
required plantation volume | root zones weak root systems NDMC: 2 tree
PoorTreeHealth | Species Mismateh Root Challenges. | 0 4120C%8 being
Neglected Heavy-canopy trees struggle | Rocky terrain
malintenance; in dry, windy terrains prevents "mg::?s“
many trees are High-moisture trees weaken | PPOPer ool
diseased or died out | {1 mocture rees whaken | 3 horing frameort )
-.lllm A arbork P do pruning il No tree

ing to root

poration of Delhireported 12
ambulances, which also ser-
veastransport vehicles,

NDMC, whose tree ambu-
Jance wastaken as themodel,
is in the process of procuring
two new ones, 1he one opera-
tional ambulance having be
en retired a few years ago.
Verhaen Khanna, trustee,
MNew Delhi MNature Society,
commented, “The tree ambu-
lances did some good work in
the past, but 1 haven't seen
them foralong time. The peo-
ple of Delhi are paying taxes
and one of the services they
expect is the tree ambulan-
ces. But we're not seeing any
actionon the ground.™

The agencies should have
saved every fallen tree, said
Khanna. Thecivie bodies bla-
med the falls to weak roots
butacknowledged lackingan
arborist, “Many of the av-
enue trees are weak, hollow
or infested. We inject many
rees with pesticide and even
conduct surgery to give them
strength,” an MCD horticul
turist «claimed, “While we
prefer the preepal and banyan
species fortheir higher survi-
val or regeneration, the pro
blem Is that trees were plan
ted without much considers
lionef species and ava.”

 Experts identified the ¢
ty'srocky terrain asasignii
TNt cause of wenk root $Y-
stems. Bco getivists added
that poar management o

e
acerbated the natural woes.
“Permission tofell trees lsea-
5y togat, but when it comes to
protecting a tree, monitoring
its health and treating its di-
seases, the process continues
Inbedistantanddelayed,” no-
tedd activist Bhavreen Kand-
hard. "The fact that tree am-
bulances, mandated by the
high court, are still nowhere
in sight shows contempt and
reflects the suthorities’ lack
of urgency and commitment
to safeguarding our dwind.
ling tree cover The damage
wrought by the recent storms
{54 clear sign of poor tree he-
althinthecin”

The MCD afficial pointed
out that very large trees have
beenplantedin some residen-
tigl Areas. where renovation
of buildings often nevessita-
teremoval of trees or cemen-
ting thelr base. He also said
nosafedistance has been ma-
intained between the rees.

§ Chellaiah. horticulure
director, NDMC, admitted
that in the absence of arbo-
vists, much newded pruning
washampered and thatuntra:
joed werkers Were managing
the city & trevs. He said the o
ty needad 4 eE CensUSas Agu-
e o an action plan that co-
uld helpprevent the widespre
ad dumage to toves during
high windsand stormis

“1r's not Just trees by the
roadsides that fell. Many tre
es wene uprooted i spaces

latah. “Upron
chesbreakingoff happend
1o three reasons. One, the

£ FoOts 10 Spepad ane
grow. Second. due 1o physio
logical reasons the trunk ane
reots become hollow, Third
wrapping the tre¢ bases ur
concrete distorts root and
shoot proportions. ™
Stressing on long delay=
pruning o behien the tree
nopy he said the ovic bods
horticituredeperoments h
their hands ued by actsand re
quirement of legal complian
ce These are worsensd by the
unavadabiliee of professiona
arbonists, “The contracion
are not rained narborc
re pracaces. They don't ev
troat the pruned areas wi
muedicines 1o prevent i
other infaction of the exposac
spots that can hollow the trun?
outor decay the Tssues ™
Thenorthern
capitalissemi-arid with=a

Concretisation also stops wil
ter pervelating dowm o the no
ots. o many mees m L
while appe
atthy from th

tepple over,
lateruddamage
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DDA opens gym membership
of Qutab Golf Course

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B New Delhi

/Delhi govt moves 0"
decongest Tihar Jail

Explores new prison locations

According to the DDA, 200 gym mem-
berships are being offered and the mem-

AIMAN FATIMA

NEW DELHI: In a significant
move aimed at alleviating over-
crowding in the infamous Tihar
Jail, the Delhi government has
initiated discussions with mul-
tiple land-owning agencies to
secure space for alternative
prison facilities. The decision
follows Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta's announcement
of a new jail complex in her
recent budget speech, aimed at

‘Officials are
scheduled to visit
Tihar Jail next week’

next week to assess the cur-
rent infrastructure and identify
ways to ease the congestion in
the short term while new facil-
ities are under construction.
Tihar Jail, one of the larg-
est prison complexes in the
country, currently operates

(DDA) has opened the gym mem-
bership of Qutab Golf Course to the
public for a total annual fees of 770,800
per month and has revised its entry fees
and other charges as well,
The high-end Qutab Golf Course is sit-

The Delhi Development Authority

uated on Press Enclave Road in South’

Delhi. The 18-hole golf course has a club-
house and a 250-yard state-of-the-art dri-
ving range with 28 hitting bays,

' Managed by the DDA, it also has a well-
maintained fitness centre at the new
clubhouse with an appealing view of the
lush green golf course, including the old

bers would have access to food and bev-
erage facilities as well as they can bring a
maximum of five guests on payment of
T100 per guest.

The DDA has also announced an
increase in green fees, entry fees, golf cart
charges, booking fees, display fees and
other such charges from June 1 this year.

Accarding to a separate public notice,
now the lifetime entry fee for Government
category is 5.50 lakh, for three years it
is T1.65 lakh, for five years 2.75 lakh and
the monthly subscription fee is ¥1,320.

For the non-government category, the
lifetime entry fee is ¥16.50 lakh, for

decongesting the overcrowded  far bf}'on_d'“:uc"gacfmeﬁ: heritage clubhouse. three years 74.95 lakh, for five years it is
Tihar Jail. _ prison, onigin g’m?s’g';! is “The fitness centre (gym) is fully ¥ 8.25lakh and the monthly fee is Z1,980.
Officials from the Delhi accommodate 5, 151.19"30 e?is- ! equipped with highly sophisticated equip-  All the charges are excluding GST.

Home Department have begun  now home to over . bl]; o ment and the ambience would motivate . “The gym members would have a right
consultations with agencies ~oners, more than dou . { the members to achieve their fitness tobook party venues under the ‘others cat-
such as the Land and Devel-  intended capacity. Sine 1 } goals under the guidance of experienced egory’ as mentioned in the brochure and
To ease overcrowding in | trainers. The gym is fully air-conditioned - the charges would be as applicable to the

Tihar, a hlg'l'l's_'ec‘-'“t?lzrm | with change rooms, lockers, sauna, steam ~ category. Gym members may utilise other

is being built in Nare [ bath and other facilities. A restaurantand facilities like a round of golf at the course

ti':tes for new prison com-
plexes. These discussions are
set to intensify as officials are
scheduled to visit Tihar Jail
L LAt SN

Rs.140 crore funding. Inspired
by the Cellular Jail, it will house
250-300 inmates. Plans are also
underway for more prison (.
complexes across Delhi.

a bar are also available,” says the DDA’

. brochure,

L.

on a pay-and-play basis,” the brochure

" added.
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