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{ ON TRACK ] DDA PLANS STP LINK TO LAKE

Jasjeev Gandhlok

htﬂ?mrters@hinduslaniims.mm

NEW DELN!: Corrective measures
to revive Kitchener Lake near
Dhaula Kuan have improved its
and the [DETRIT
| Al

body to a sewage treatment
plant (STP), the agency informed
the National Green Tribunal
(NGT).

DDA said it had initiated
clean-up efforts even before the
court’s directions, which fol-
Jowed a public petition. A tender
was floated for in situ measures
like bioremediation and lake
cleaning. “The concerned office
of the answering respondent
(DDA) had floated a tender. The
previous work was awarded on
August 6, 2024, with work com-
mencing on August16,” it saidin
areport dated April 20, submit-
ted to the NGT thisweek. |

The DDA was responding toa
plea filed by Delhi resident Anil
Sood in November 2024, in

Kitchener clean-up

which he alleged that the lake
had turned green, likely due to
sewage discharge.

He said he visited the area in
2023 and later wrote to the LG
and the DDA but received no

SPONSE. -

Following his petition, the
NGT issued a notice to DDA in
November, directing steps for

reviving the 66-acre lake.

DDA said work continued
until March 3, after which anew
tender has been floated for man-
power to continue cleaning
operations. “A new tender has
been floated which is expected to
be finalized by next month. Once
awarded, the work shall be
undertaken as per the new

on: NGT told

terma,” the reportsald.
Water samples eollected from

the lake on January 11, February
6, March 6,and May 10 indicated
agradual improvement in qual-
ity. “The samples show a reduc-
tion in suspended solids and an
overall improvement in water
quality. It is pertinent to note
that the level of water in Kitch-
ener Lake is being tested against
drinking water standards,” the
DDA stated.

For a long-term solution., DDA
proposed connecting the lake to
an STP at RR Base Hospital,
adjacent to Jheel Park, as sur-
plus treated water is available
there, Since the lake falls within
the Ridge, where construction is
restricted, the agency said laying
a pipeline would require mini-
mal excavation and necessary
approval from the Ridge Man-
agement

In 2023, DDA attempted to
remove en i
ing a 100-year-old mosque,

and school—around
the lake but was restrained by a
Delhi high court stay.
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