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Primary responsibility of stopping illegal
construction with civic bodies, says govt

The order came at a time
when 11 people have died ina bu-
ilding collapse in northeast Del-
hi’s Mustafabad. Preliminary in-

Times News NETwoRrk

The home department of Delhi govt said it had got to know
that local bodies, land-owning agencies and revenue

New Delhi: Followi i
owing complaint®  authorities were Issuing directions to Delhi Police to stop

that local bodies were issuing di-
rections to Delhi Police to stop ille-
gal constructions, the home de-
partment of Delhi govt has issued
an advisory stating that the prima-
ry responsibility of preventing
unauthorised building activities li-
es with the civic agencies. It added
that the land-owning agencies or
local bodies should take necessary
action and police were duty-bound
toprovide necessary support.
Sources said there were seve-
ral incidents in the past when se-
nior officials in civic agencies di-
rected the local staff of Delhi Poli-
ce to check illegal building activi-
ty or encroachment taking place

unauthorised constructions across the national capital

in the area under their jurisdic-
tion and take preventive action.
The issue was brought before the
senior officials of the home de-
partment by Delhi Police officers
inameeting afewdaysago.
Thedepartment said it had got
to know thatlocal bodies, land-ow-
. ningagencies and revenue autho-
rities were issuing directions to
Delhi Police to stop unauthorised
construction and removal of en-
croachments, etc. “The primary

responsibility to prevent unaut-

a2

horised construction and remo-
val of encroachments lies with
the local bodies concerned, land-
owningagenciesandrevenue aut-
horities,” the advisory stated. “It
is, therefore, advised that all local
bodies, revenue authorities and
land-owning departments may ta-
ke necessary action accordingly
It is further reiterated that Delhi
Police is duty-bound to provide
necessary assistance during the
said actions as per the require-
mentof allagencies concerned.”

vestigations indicated illegal
construction in the building.
The communication was sent
to the prineipal secretary of the ur-
ban development department,
PWD principal secretarydivisio-
nal commissioper, MCD commis-
sloner,ﬁ NDMCcha-
irman and the secretary of irriga-
tion and flood control department.
The UD department issued a
circular a few weeks ago stating
that there was no provision requi-
ring police nod for carrying outa
ion activity Thiswasdo-

construction
* ne following complaints of hara-

ssment against police personnel )
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_ 'First Come - First Serve' basis .

DDA Sabka Ghar Awaas Yojana DDA Shramik Awaas Yojana

@ Women B
€% Persons belonging to SC/ST category

@ Persons with disabilities (Divyangjan)
@ Ex-servicemen and recipients of Gallantry and

' ﬂna Awards = E
@ Auto rickshaw drivers and cab drivers** ]
- | © Persons registered under PM Svanidhi Scheme 3
such as street vendors/hawkers -
EWS, LIG, MIG & HIG Flats i - Loknayakpuram MIG flats avaiabte at
Available in Narela, Loknayakpuram, Siraspur 20% discount.

For Booking & Registration, please visit: www.dda.gov.in or https://es
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L




DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE millenniumpost

. T‘NEW DELHI | TUESDAY, 22 APRIL, 2025

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS- I 22 311, 2025 p ﬂiﬂm_-l- ...... -

' Rl 7o B L o ":‘?"'17*':3“?: SRR pI ] | OF g oy fE ek
T D T T AR T TR T RS, S MU e ey "
!
; ; /" g~ BT L T i e i roy
1 4 ; a r y H n IIE_ _ Values Nature

| STeie e T 3iTaTe ANen 72T SIS o 3imarey Ao

Sa 3T 25% BIBE
SNt m,

!.

»

A 0 i@ﬁﬂﬁfﬂ@ﬂﬁﬁmﬁ(ﬂmﬂ_
< & e _ E
€ ydf Af57 vd dtear [eesr A1 3ol PETE WY &
- — @ s fen e tmtaemt . E
T e i ‘ © WuTeraiA eataify 21stan & dea Uit &t A 15 s
\ EWS, LIG, MIG T HIG Tetgen " iwamsyEs MIG THEH 20% R BT

L e, oG ed o R A e o —

&




DELH! DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

® LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

| Sraar Zsed | T8 faEe | e, 22 amer 2028

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS ——— 15 R
= = S ——
!
| E g e PR &Y P L, e
) g Whmmv;lopmm
Yal ature
"Teet 3M3H - W&ol Ui’ U e alies

rr
F)

L, O e g T (5c/5T)

4
.
"’

44

Q"&"" O faima _ §
AN B

u&&iﬁ O 7 Aoy v e YREDTE A1 3o PETe T g

sl Tea A E

§

[}

i L)
i)
Spdlhh

| © FARwenMetE T -
| © e Eafae disen & qea sfipa Afe e o

' EWS, LIG, MIG T HIG Teteer . goamoge s MIG Teice 20% SBC |

gfE1 3l usftwem & feie fafiic : www.dda.gov.in or https://eservices.dda.org.in -mammmmmwmmMmmManmmmmmm:

% : CHea
300 f @ddaofficial " @oMcial dda * \@elticial gedn.




DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

e

millenniumpost

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS------- TUESDAY, 22 APRIL, 2025 | NEW DELHI /e eemme -

Law. Justice. Overreach.

Instances of fhc Supreme Court leveraging Article 142 to deliver ‘complele justice’ posit concerns
around its undefined scope and fading balance belween the judiciary and the legislative

ice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar recently referred
to Article 142 as a "nuclear
missile against democratic
forces.” expressing concerns about its
potential for judicial overreach. His
statement has fuelled the ongoing
debate over the expanding role of the
judiciary in matters traditionally han-
dled by the executive and legislature.

In the landmark judgement of The
State Of Tamil Nadu vs. The Governor
Of Tamil Nadu & Anr., the Supreme
Court imposed a one-month deadline
for Governors to act on bills passed
by state assemblies and a three-month
deadline for the President to act on bills
reserved for consideration. The Court
ruled that the President’s decision to
withhold assent on bills reserved for
consideration can be challenged on
grounds of ‘arbitrariness or mala fides.
Prolonged inaction by the President
also allows the State to seek a writ of
mandamus.

However, this ruling introduces
subjectivity in reviewing the President’s
decisions, particularly in determin-
ing whether an action is ‘arbitrary or
malafide; terms that lack a clear legal
definition and may lead to inconsis-
tent judicial intervention. Moreover,
granting ‘deemed assent’ 1o the bills
undermines the Governor’s discretion-
ary powers by presuming “lack of bona
fides” on his part without dlear evi-
dence. Thus approach risks disrupting
India’s delicate separation of powers.

While the Supreme Court swiftly
interprets ambiguous constitutional
prowvisions, it has time and again
avoided giving a clear, objective defi-
nition of Article 142 and ‘complete
justice!

Article 142 and ‘Complete Justice’

Article 142 empowers the Supreme
Court 1o pass any order or decree nec-
essary Lo ensure complete justice in
matters before it. These orders are

enforceable across India and until Par-
liament frames a law for enforcement,
the President may prescribe the pro-
cedure. No other congtitution grants
such powers to its coarts, except Ban-

When the Constitution was drafted, Article 142 was passed without debate, leaving it open to wide interpretations

gladesh and Nepal, both inspired by the
Indian model. While invoking Article
142 to fill legal gaps is justified, using
it to override existing laws crosses the
line into abuse of power and judicial
overreach.

Explaining the scope of this power,
in Supreme Court Bar Association v.
Union of India (SCBA), Justice AS
Anand, clarified that "Article 142 can-
not be used to build a new edifice
where none existed earlier, by ignor-
ing express statutory provisions dealing
with a subject and thereby to achieve
something indirectly which cannot be
achieved directly”. The powers under
Article 142 of the Conslitution were
held to be ‘supplementary’ in nature
and not those which could be used to
‘supplant’ the applicable legislation.

However, several instances suggest
that the Court has at times used this
provision 1o overnde substantive laws,
such as in State of Tl Nadu v K Bulu,
where the Court banned liquor sales
within 500 meters of national highways
using its powers under Article 142, dis-
regarding slate excise Jaws. This was
criticised for lacking balance and con-

sideration of regional differences. Simi-
larly, the Court has used Article 142 to
direct the Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) to investigate crimes in
states without their consent, bypass-
ing the statutory requirement under
Section 6 of the Delhi Special Police
Establishment Act, 1946. While these
actions are often justified by the court
as necessary for ensuring justice, they
raise concerns about the erosion of
state autonomy and the proper limits
of judicial power.
A Double-Edged Sword

Judicial activism can play a cru-
cial role in protecting fundamental
rights and addressing governance fail-
ures, espcciallr when elected repre-
sentatives fall short. However, when it
overrides statutory law, it nisks under-
mining the demucratic process. Laws
should reflect the will of the peaple,
and when judges replace the L‘si)’-l-
ture’s decisions, it can lead to consti-
tutional chaovs.

When the Supreme Court of India

had the opportunity to txgl.n' 1 th
eaning of ‘complete justice ln#
v Skipper Con-

struction Co. it stated "As @ marter of
fact, we think it advisable to leave this
power undefined and uncatalogued
so that it remains elashc enough to be
moulded to swit the given situanon. The
very fuct that this power is conferred
only upon this Court, and on no one
else, is itself an assurance that it wall
be used with due restraint and arcum-
spection”. The Courts rationale that
leaving power undefned ensures flex-
ibility, conveniently overlooks the risks
of subjective interpretation, paving the
way for judicial overreach.

It's important to note that when the
Constitution was drafted, Article 142
was passed without Jdebate, leaving it
open to wide interpretations. Every
time the Court stretches beyond the
law, it inches closer to encroaching
on the legislature’s domain. The Court
needs to strike a balance between deliv-
ering absolute justice and respecting
the constitutional roles ot elected rep-
resentatives. In its chase of ‘complete
justice] the Court has to be cautious not
to disturb the very democratic balance
it is meant to safeguard.

Views expressed are personal
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