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NBCC invites bids to run
Bharat Vandana Park

Snehil Sinha

snehil sinha@hind

NEW DELHI: NBCC Limited has
invited applications to hire an
agency to operate Bharat Van-
dana Park in Dwarka's Sector

imes.com

20, which is currently 87% com- such as eco-tourism, adventure, recréation, ready until the end of the year.

plete, officials said. and culture, among others “We are hoping the project will
NBCC has not announced a » 10 thematic zones including cultural, be ready by year-end,” the offi-

specific timeline for selecting Pushpa Kriti Saravar, eco-sensitive, cial added.

the operating agency, but offi- meditation garden, lakeview The park's layout is inspired

cials said the objective is to
ensure operational readiness
soon after construction is over.

Conceived as a "Mini India”
park featuring replicas of mon-
uments from across all states,
the park is being developed over
220 acres ata cost of ¥524 crore,
officials said. Once completed, it
is expected to become a major

public landmark in Delhi, they

added. urant gverloo| Odisha, Char Minar (Hydera-
“The development of Bharat B bad) in Telangana, Kashi Vish-

Vandana Park is progressing wanath Temple and the ghars of

steadily, with key activities such Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh, caves

as the construction of the Pylon of Ajanta and Ellora in Maha-

Bridge, civil finishing works,
testing and commissioning of
MEP (Mechanical, Electrical

‘ construction
¢ complete,
* NBCCLissues

{_‘_(_.:_'i_tyd'sliiext key public space

WHAT THE PROJECT INCLUDES

ot ' » Nine petal-shaped zones with functions

restaurant zones

»36 replicas of popular
monuments from across all
states in India ;

il » Sky bridges, toy trains,
walk-along-the-wall features, and
Boating canals to connett various zones

ok M ol il Mbplep e
» Animal animatronics zoo, zip-lining,
musical fountaln, light shows, food

53/

~ GREEN
\  AREA

been completed, NBCC said.
el Developmea]
fficial sai

ey Have asked NBCC to com-
plete the work by July 2025,
though internal estimates sug-
gest the project may not be

by a lotus flower, with nine pet-
al-shaped zones, each serving
different functions such as eco-
tourism, adventure, recreatgon,
and culture. In total, the park
will feature 10 thematic zones.
The park will also have 36 repli-
cas of important monuments
from all states across the coun-
try. People will be able to spot
replicas of the Sun Temple in

rashtra, Viceregal Lodge of
Himachal Pradesh, Victoria
Memorial of West Bengal, Gol-
ghar from Bihar and Hawa

and Plumbing) equipment, and : '
horticulture and landscaping Mahal (Jaipur) from Rajasthan,
works currently underway,” among others.
said an NBCC spokesperson, According to the plan, the
requesting anonymity. park will have 10 zones, includ-
The park's construction, tially set to be completed by  pushed back to December 2023 ingthe cqu_nganonal.mlm!.
which began after home minis- March 2022, the project was  oOver environmental clearance  Pushpa Kriti Sarovar, eco-sensi-
ter Amit Shah laid the founda-  pushed back to an early 2023  issues and structural concerns  tive, meditation garden, fun
tion stone in December 2019, deadline due to the Covid-19 related to the pylon bridge park, adventure park, and lake |
height. This bridge has now vliewrrstaumnt zones.

has faced multiple delays. Ini-

outbreak and was further

|
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Dem_oliﬁon drive
continues in S Delhi

New Delhi: Following
directions from lieutenant
governor VK Saxena to
remove encroachments on
govt land and
unauthorised
constructions, a joint
demolition was carried out
in Ansal Farms of south
Delhi's Satbari by the land
acquisition collector (LAC)
of the south district, the
land and building
epartment, and thy

ccording to officials,
"highly precious" govt
land, measuring
approximately three acres,
was handed over to the
DDA . The land was earlier
acquired by the DDA but
was encroached upon by
private builders.
A similar demolition drive
was carried out in the
Sainik Farms area earlier
last week. T

2
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48 villages to be urbanised
in Master Plan 2041: Govt

 Snehil Sinha

snehil.sinha@hind s.com

NEW DELHI: Public Works
Department (PWD) minister
Parvesh Verma announced on
Saturday that the Delhi Master
Plan 2041 will lead to urbanisa-
tion of 48 villages and allow
free registry in “lal dora” areas
—village residential areas tra-
ditionally used for habitation
and exempt from certain land-
User;
'. “Under this ambitious plan,
arournid 48 villages in Delhi will
be urbanised, marking a his-
toric shift in the Capital's devel-
opment strategy. Urbanisation
will not only bring infrastruc-
tural growth to these areas but
also provide access to essential
urbari amenities $uch as paved
roads, proper drainage sys-
tems, reliable water supply,
street lighting, schools, and
healthcare facilities,” Verma
sald while on a visit to Daulat-
pur village in southwest Delhi.
Verma also said the Master
i’lan 2041 is in the final stage
and will be implemented soon.
To recall, the final draft of the

-’

'What does the plan include?

KEY POINTS
o Urbanisation of 48 villages

o Free registry in "lal dora” areas
o Making Delhl a 24X7 functioning city
 Promoting transit-oriented development |

© Providing affordable housing along with

parking infrastructure
® Minimising vehicular pollution

© More planned commercial spaces
« Regularisation of unauthorised colonies
© Managing solid waste efficiently

lan was prepared by th
ang sent to the Ministry

Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA) in 2022 and has since
been awaiting approval. It was
also uploaded for public feed-
back in June 2021 and over
33,000 comments for amend-
ments were received. In April
2022, the DDA reviewed the
draft to incorporate the objec-
tions and suggestions and sev-
eral changes were introduced

i /" Urbanisation will not
only bring infrastruc-
i tural growth but also
M provide access to
essential urban
amenities such as
paved roads, drainage,
¢ reliable water . —-
supply, street
| lights, and
healthcare” <3
—PARVESH
& VERMA

in the plan after the floods in
2023, officials said.

To provide relief to rural
families, the minister also
announced that the first regis-
try of properties falling under
the “lal dora” category will be
free of cost. Officials said this is
expected to resolve long-pend-
ing property disputes and ena-
ble people to obtain legal own-
ership documents without
financial burden. It will also
help strengthen land rights and

bring transparency to rural
property records, they added.

“Our goaj is not just o CrE3TE
policies, but to implement
them with full transparsncy
and accountability Master Plan
2041 will change :ne face of
Delhi’s villages and provice the
rural population with facilizes
at par with urban areas.”
Verma added. =

Plans under the new master
plan include making Delhi a
24x7 city, promotng mansit-
oriented development. better
management of public spaces.
providing affordable housing
along with parkang infrastruc-
ture and minimising vehicular
polluton. Further, it has also
proposed more planned com-
mercial spaces. regulansadon
of unauthorised colonies and
green development areas.

Addinonally, it also has sec-
tions on making water in the
city secure, managing solid
waste efficiently and disaster
preparedness and resilience.
But MoHUA and DDA have not
confirmed details on the
changes and gmeline of the
plan.
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CITE OVERCROWDING

To shift Tihar to city’s outskirts, jai
officials seek 400-acre plot of lan

PRAGYNESH
NEW DELHI, MAY 18

PLANS ARE afoot to completely
shift Tihar Jail from its West
Delhi location to the outskirts of
the city. This process, a prison of-
ficial said, would be initiated as

soon as the
Sy

) ves a400-
““acre plot for the prison complex.
Last month, authorities
wrote a letter to the DDA seek-
ing allocation of land while cit-
ing issues of overcrowding inits
three prison complexes — they
currently house double the ca-
pacity of inmates. A copy of the
April 24 letter. seen by The Indian
Express, also refers to Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta’s Budget
inMarch where she talks

about shifting the jail.

The letter stated, “... Delhi
Prisons is operating from three
complexes of Tihar, Rohini and
Mandoli, comprising 16 jails.
These prisons have an overall ca-
pacity to lodge 10,026 inmates,
whereas the present occupancy
in these prisons is around 20000

This, the letter said, “geates se-
curity issues and causes severe
water and sewerage l‘aci_lities.
garbage disposal, etc, which re-

 sults in serious health hazards.."

despite a fourth prison,a high-se-
curityoneat Narela, coming up, it
will still not be able to address the
problem. “The upcoming project.
at Narela shall also not be able to
address the problem of over-
crowding, as the sanctioned ca-
pacity... at this jail is 256 inmates.
Hence, the department is in dire
need of additional land for con-
structing new jails with a capac-
ity to accommodate at least
5,000-8,000 inmates,” it said.
The letter added, “It is sub-
mitted thatin the Budget speech
of the Hon'ble Chief Minister...,
the proposal to decongest the ex-
isting Tihar Jail Complex... has
been taken up and anew scheme
for development of a new Jail
Complex by shifting the existing
Tihar Jail Complex to some other
location has been formulated.”
Tihar is close to Tilak Nagar
and Hari Nagar in West Delhi.
Ajail official stressed why the
moveisimportant. “[t's essential
to move Tihar out of a residential
locality,” he said. “Most of our
jails are single-storeyed, while
residential societies around Tihar
are high-rises. Anyone canclimb
upthese buildings and see Tihar,
Anything can be thrown inside...
Jails are meant to keep criminals
at adistance from cities — notin
the middle of them.”
On the current capacity of
Tihar, the offidial had said jails 1

DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Tihar is close to Tilak Nagar and Hari Nagar. Archive

IN NUMBERS

B Delhi Prisons operates
from three complexes —
Tihar, Rohini and Mandoli
— comprising 16 jails.
10,026 Overall capacity

20,000 (approx):
Present occupancy

EXPANSION PLANS

B shift Tihar to new
location

B Build high-security
prisoninNarela

M Build two more prisons

on Narela plot

to 9 can house approximately
5,000 inmates, but accommo-
date over 12,000 prisoners at
present. “Jails 10 to 16 are de-
signed to house approximately
3,700inmates, but currently have
over 3,900 inmates. Jail Number
4 in Tihar and 12 in Mandoli Jail
are known as ‘Mulaija Jail', which

means first-time offenders. We
have alarge number ofinmatesin
these two jails," said the official.

2 more jails proposed
The jail administration has
also mooted another proposal to
decongest prisons — construct-
ing two new jails, with a com-

bined capadty of 2,000 inmates,
alongside the Narela prison. In
will soon send a proposal to the
government, a prison official said.

The decision comes as the
first ranche of funds, approxi-
mately Rs 10 crore out of the al-
located Rs 148.58 crore for the
Narela project, was received by
the Tihar administration to start
work. “This would be used on
the architectural design of the
prison.” the offidal said.

Out of the total allocation, Rs
48.58 crore would be given by
the Delhi government, while the
rest will come from the Centre.

The total land allotted for the
Narela prison is 40 acres, out of
which the 250-inmate capadaty
site would require approxi-
mately 18 acres to construct. a
Tihar official said. “The remain-
ing area, 22 acres, would be used
to construct the two other pnis-
ons. The proposal is being
drafted and will be sent soon.
Since the plan is to construct it
on already allocated land, extra
allocation of area won't be
needed.” the official said.

The deadline for the comple-
tion of the Narela prison has
beenset at 21 months, over two
phases. The first phase will be
completed in 2025-2026, while
the second will be in 2026-27, as
per government documents,
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‘Green nod for housing
in Vasant Kunj Pocket B

Jasjeev Gandhiok
Jasjeev_gandhiok @hindustantimes.cor

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court-
appointed Central Empowered
Committee (CEC) has given the
green nod for the construction of
a group housing project in Vas-
ant Kunj Sector B, Pocket 1 in
south Delhi, recommending it to
the apex court for final approval.
CEC said that despite 85% of
the proposed project site —4,553
sgm out of a total 5,353 sqm —
lying within the morphological
ridge, a zone accorded the same
legal protections as Delhi's noti-
fied ridge areas, none of the 23
trees on the project site is being
felled for the project. In its report
to the apex court dated May 14,
CEC also said that the land, while
classified as part of the morpho-
logical ridge, is largely flatand _
surrounded b isting Melhi

- Li'(- s e

AT

The project is being executed
by a private developer, who has
been directed to ensure no trees
on the site are either felled or
translocated. Of the 23 trees on
site, 19 were found to be healthy
by CEC during an inspection,
three were dried out, and one
had been rehabilitated after fall-
ing recently. -

. *No tree felling will be permit-
! -

The land in Pocket 1, Block B of Vasant Kunj.
within the protected morphological ridge.

ted,” the report added, calling for
the project proponent to carry
out the compensatory plantation
of 500 indigenous trees: 250
along internal roads and 250
along the project’s periphery.

“A 385-metre-long green fen-
cing will also have to be erected
around the boundary of the site,”
it said.

The housing proposal had
already secured clearances from
DDA, the Municipal ration
of Delhi (MCD), the Alrports
Authority of India (AAI), and
had received environmental
clearance from the ministry of

HT ARCHIVE

environment, forestand climate
change (MoEFCC) as well as the
State Expert Appraisal Commit-
tee.

CEC had received two repre-
sentations in the matter: one
from the developer seeking per-
mission for the housing scheme,
and another from a local resi-
dent, Rajiv Ranjan, who raised
objections citing the project’s
location within the morphologi-
cal ridge.

In his submission, Ranjan
argued that no construction
should be permitted on the eco-
logically sensitive land. The

developer, meanwhile, main-
tained that the site does not dis-
play ridge-like characteristics
and should not fall under the
same restrictions.

‘Following deliberations, CEC
concluded that while the land
does fall within the ridge classifi-

- cation, the absence of ridge-like

topography, the surrounding
built-up context, and the
absence of any tree felling make
a case for conditional clearance.

“It is recommended that this
court may consider permitting
the use of 4,553 sqm of the sub-
jectland for the construction of
the group housing project, with-
out the felling of any trees,” the
committee wrote. The Supreme
Court is expected to take a final
view on the matter in the coming
weeks.

The project will have three
towers, with each tower to have
three basements and nine floors,
the proposal said.

Local residents have been
protesting against the project,
arguing that it violates the Mas-
ter Plan 2021

In August 2024, residents
organised a protest march, high-
lighting issues such as the
absence of the mandated 18-me-
tre-wide roads and the lack of
separate entry and exit points for
the new complex.
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SC panel’s nod to Vasant Kunj
housing project with tree rider

PriyangLAgarwal
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Central Empo-
wered Committee (CEC), appo-
inted by the Supreme Court, has
- granted approvalforagroupho-
using development in Sector B,
Pocket-1in Vasant Kunj. Nearly
80% of the development is on
the morphological ridge of Del-
hi, so the CEC has asked the pri-
vate builder to ensure the pro-
' tection of all 23 existing trees
* within the project boundary.

The private developer has
been asked to plant 250 indi-
genous tree species for a gre-
' en fencing. Additionally, the
developer isrequired to plant
another250treesalongthein-
~ ternal roadway.

; The morphological ridge,
characterised by ridgelike
terrain and features, is gran-
ted the same level of protec-
. tion as other designated ridge
areas. After the CEC’s nod, the
project will need final permis-
- sion from the Supreme Court.

. " Inthis matter, the CECre-

ceived two applications —
“one from a private builder in
| fayour of the group housing

S

projectand another fromalo-
cal, Rajiv Ranjan, whoraised
objections against the pro-
ject, claiming that since the
proposed land falls withinthe
morphological ridge, no
construction canbe allowed.

Ranjan told the CEC that
out of the total 5,353 square
metres of the project land,
4,553 square metres are on the
morphological ridge. Howe-
ver, the private developer alle-
ged that the land does not fall
in the morphological ridge
area, nor does it exhibit any
qualifying characteristics,

In a report dated May 14,
which was submitted to the Su-
preme Court for consideration,
CEC confirmed that the majo-
rity of the ‘subject land’ falls
within the morphological rid-
ge area. “The committee con-
ducted a site visit on Jan 3and
observed that the ‘subject land’
is flat land, surroun the
residential houseso "' sa-
id the report. It added thata to-

. tal of 23 trees are present at the

site, outof which 19 arc healthy
andupright, one isarehabilita-
ted fallen tree, and three are

_driedout, The proposed project,

does not envisage felling or
translocation of any tree.

The proposal for group ho-
using has received NOCs from
the departments concerned,
including DDA, MCD, Air-
ports Authority of India, and
environmental clearance from
the ministry of environment,
forest and climate change (Mo-
EFCC) and State Level Expert
Appraisal Committee.

“It is recommended that
this court may consider per-
mitting the use of 4,553 squa-
re metres (0.4553 ha) of the
‘subject land” without felling
any tree for the construction
of the group housing pro-
ject,” said thereport. p

The CEC, however, directed
the private builder that no tree
felling willbe allowed to becut,
and it should ensure the pro-
tection of all 23 trees standing
on the ‘subject land’. It also as-
ked for green fenicing on a pe-
riphery of 385 metres and for
the planting of about 250 trees
of indigenous species alongsi-
de it. “Similarly, another 250
trees of indigenous species
shall be planted along the in-
ternal roads," the CEC said.
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DDA launches summer sports camps across City

Vibha.Sharma
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) has ma-
de swimming pools accessible
across the city to provide resi-
dents some relief from theheat.

The authority manages a
network of 17 sports complexes
with public swimming pools,
and it has opened these after
obtaining fresh permissions.

These include swimming
facilities at the Saket Sports
Complex, Yamuna Sports
Complex, Netaji Subhash
Sports Complex at Jasola,
Dwarka Sports Complex Sec-
tor-11, Rohini Sports Complex,
Major Dhyan Chand Sports
Complex, and Hari Nagar
Sports Complex, among others.

"These seasonal pools typi-
cally operate till the end of
Sept. Annual renewals of per-
missions are mandatory from
various bodies in addition to
water test reports from accre-
dited labs," an official said.

DDA also maintains all-

hour at big DDA pools (25 met-
res by 50 metres) of Olympic si-
zeand 40in poolsof asmaller si-
ze (12.5 metres by 25 metres).

"For the convenience of
visitors, we are keeping ses-
sions in the morning, which
will be from 6am to 12pm, as
well as in the evening from
3pm to 9pm," an official had
said earlier. The monthly coa-
ching charge is Rs 1,250 for
each person in summer.

“The pool here (Siri Fort)

receives maximum footfall,

which is why we did detailed
renovation work in 2023 (after
13 years). The Olympic-size po-
ol here has heating facilities,
air-conditioned changing ro-
omsandareception area. Next
to the pool is a toddlers’ pool.
The facility is open in winter
as well and has provisions for
heating and maintaining tem-
perature," the official said.

Similarly, at the swimming
pool in Vasant Kunj Sports
Complex, DDA has said that it
has ramps and other facilities
to allow persons with disabili-
ties to use the facility. "Despite
creating many facilities, we
are keeping the users' charges
very competitive at swimming
pools so that people can bene-
fit," an official had said earlier

Besides swimming, vario-
ussportsactivitiesarebeingof-

1 7 with coaching facilities
These include, among others

/"L W Dhyan
" Chand Sports

swimming pools under DDA [

fered for children of different
ages with the beginning of
summer vacations. "Summer
coaching camps in badmintor.
basketball, cricket, football,
skating, tzekwondo. tennis,
and yoga are already I pro-
gress at Siri Fort, Saket Sports
Complex. Hari Nagar. Paschim
Vihar, Dwarka Sports Complex
Sectorll, Dwarka Complex
Sector 17, Major Diryan Chand,
RSC, Rastriva Swabhiman
Ehel Parisar Poorvi Delhi
Squash and Badminton Stadi-
um (SBS)on SiriFort Road. and
Commonwealth Games,” sa-
ted the authoriry.

Early this month, DDA
started recruiting professio-
nal sports coaches across va-
rious disciplines at their
sparts complexes. offeringare-
venue-sharing arrangement
"The authority made these pre-
parations to accommodare the
anticipated surge in arrendan-
ce during the upcoming sum-
mer holidays. particulary for
temporary courses and speci-
fic sporting activites. A maxi-
mum of two sports complexes

weather pools such as at Siri Ak LTy it :
Lk s e THE FACILITIES ARE OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK (TUESDAY.T0 SUNDAY) o Sy 5 i
Feb1toNov30.From Aprillto . ) ] - n stated the authority
Sept 30, it operates as normal Swimming seasons Swimming Summer coaching camps in | badminton, “Thedifference in coaching
pool, and for the rest of the Al woather | [Notmalpoot | of coaching | basketball, cricket, fpolball. skating, t:aekwondo, rates for members and non.
months, it is a heated pool, FEB1TO | | APRIL1TO | . ¥L250per ~ tennisand yoga are inprogress at Siri Fort, Saket members at all sports complex-
with variations infees. NOV 30 sEpT30 | Individualper  Sports complex, Hari Nagar, Paschim Vihar, Dwarka  es will be uniform at 25% addi-
Amaximum of 80peopleare — month’ Sports Complex sector-11 and some others tional charges for nof:-mem-
allowed in one session of one — bers,” theauthority said.




- ¥ SR

DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE
NAME OF NEWSPAPERS---———— # &t 19 %§, 2025 |-—-—-DATED
| Vo i —
i Y ool g1 I Fie ) o 31i+ard
{ m@,moﬂiﬁﬁﬂ: el TR & Wi - ; . wa;

Wﬁ“‘“g%ﬂ““ Foamn 3 fog

,—--_..L;

o ST R e Ay e ot
it s e v IR o1 ) oA B & o e T G @
e & dieg e e 9% e O 9% oS s
TER R WA ool B e & oo deiee & selfees e ot g € 9T e e W e | SRR Wt
F T 9 W e o faen W ¥ faw od whea
St €I my wfE few STom wieRe s 9gEE TRE W 1S
FE D T et F1 T fm W e @ W sy R g fam @ 3 B @
F dRwgd, T, dET R foew s Eem (15 W R
¥ ¢, Sl ot W ey 10 7R S Wem d fg o1 wdierdt B Ry € 3w aeeeR) #1 Sewt
.S H T FH F T g o W I AT WEH & Ugol aof Wonl M R Wl FTH T W A A

dE T B W AR W foRR W @ T TR W PR T @I R W F e RO o R 3

- TfeEt %t s, Fofor s,  sme W RS @ 2 foen o 59 8 g foem . — :

T A g, I A e | e Rram % oeR @ W ww T wed v zﬁam»mrzzﬁa

im0 an A : A A s

E
3
3
3l
4
-

RIS Y Ty IgEOT
A @ & fore el

ﬁmﬂﬂsﬁ“g WER P fie? 3R [

UM @I TR & fou

e iR ﬁ T YT AT B i,
Fl

3 %ﬁ‘g%i CEPEREE!
CEEFTEEpTLES
a % E| zg

et e e N EFLED



DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE
aﬁam !
NAME OF NEWSPAPERS-—--—-H«- T8 e, 19 7€ 2025 ————DATED

é\'s"m#a’lﬁqa ﬁmmq@aﬁrﬁ?ﬁga

IR A, R e T R
et & wgd WOHA F &9
feoett farmrg WY (21T)
3 o v faftin @ @a
fEe &1 Ty & N 89a
R ot & = R 2
—3Em T WA 17
Tl w1 SgeR a1 €
- o meEse fafim g
2 dEn T i 17
e IR § - e wigd

mmmmmmﬁ-m daeH

wed 81 'Y ded @ ek W

fdst & 3fq 7 Gferd 8
HE: &6 8- sl eiusic e
ot Y wiw e & e
fafr Freml @ ol
At TErmr atEd 21"
TR Wi AT F I3Fa ™
W £ R R Wl s

| NEd, W g S

& IIE W T
%l%@mﬁﬁsow

2, Wy A E # PE 4T
3} 43 7% 2 EET A
=f TfeF 1,230 T 5
¥ w9 d o 21 faEd F
afas ‘fodwd F fafEm
%ﬁn@mmm
#| o T % & 79 2023
(13 T =) & 35 T
TErETr FE fFE ﬂ‘em '

F g, mﬁt‘aﬂm
'sqaﬂtqa:ﬁ'ﬁmqﬂ-ﬁro:




T L re T T T L r s aar— W
o ) ‘e e g w ¥ Hie g ¥
e L2 B R R A R e

i ¥ P

DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS

Sunda

DATED

D op memership

for golf course in Dwarka

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m New Delhi

he Delhi Development Authority

(DDA) has opened membership

for its golf course located in Sector
24 in Dwarka. |

According to the playing rights brochure

issued by the agency, persons from the

' non-government category can get mem-
bership for five years by paying an entry
fee of 29 lakh, in addition to a monthly fee
of ¥2,200.

A three-year membership in the same
category comes with an entry fee of 76 lakh
and a monthly fee of ¥2,200, it said.

The agency said that for Government
employees, the entry fee has been fixed at
Rs 3 lakh for five years and T2 lakh for
three years, with a monthly fee of Rs 1500.

The 18-hole golf course spans 7,377-
yards and features two-level, open-to-sky
driving range that can accommodate u
to 52 players at a time — 26 on each level.
The facility also includes a clubhouse
equipped with modern amenities.

The DDA is offering 2,000 memberships
in total, of which 200 are reserved for gov-
ernment employees and the remaining
include general applicants, members of for-
eign embassies and organisations.

“Spouse and dependent children from
the ages of five to 21 can be added in the
playing rights of individuals whose rights
are approved. Dependents with playing
rights would need to pay a monthly sub-
scription, as applicable,” an official docu-
ment said.

As per the rules, dependents of mem-
bers are entitled to play on the golf
course, driving range and use the club
facilities. Non-playing dependents are
not required to pay monthly subscription
and are not entitled to play on the golf
course, though they can utilise the facili-
ties of club house.

The entire process of apfli-:'alinn and
payment of entry fees would be online.
Applications for tenure playing rights are
to be submitted online along with requi-

site documents,

—— 1
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Juicy, gl
iey, glos

VAISHNAVI MISHRA B New Delhi
n Delhij's bustling fruit bazaars, where
Ithc ar is thick with the scent of ripe
mangaes, crushed leaves and ambition,
a quiet storm is brewing, The conflict isn't
over land or language — it over apples,
Specifically, Turkish ones.

Once praised for their glossy skin and
Sweet crunch, Turkish apples are now at the
centre of an unusual political protest
unfolding across Delhi’s biggest fruit mar-

s — from the massive sprawl of Azadpur
Mandi in the north to the upscale INA
Market in the south. And it al] began with
aborder — and a statement.

Earlier this year, when Turkiye publicly
supported Pakistan during a fresh round
of India-Pakistan tensions and even sup-
plied drones to Islamabad, many Indians
$aw it as a betrayal. The response? Swift,
symbolic and deeply personal: a boycott,
starting with what was on their plate — or
in their fruit basket.

“We've stopped placing any new orders
from Turkiye” says Sunil, sales manager at
Gemtree, a key importer at Azadpur,

_NEW D

LUEISUNDAY | MAY 18, 2025

vy Turkish
th / o I

Asias largest fruit and vegetable market.
“Yes, the remaining stock is still coming in,
but we won't support any country that sup-
ports our enemy. We must stand with our

acket, built by the
Authoritf in 1977, is
etplace — it's the beating

appl

[t
‘:;:l*.

doney

heart of fruit trade across North India,
Retailers from Punjab to Uttar Pradesh
come here to fill their trucks with apples,
bananas, oranges and mere. For years,
Turkish apples filled  crucial seasonal gap
— arriving from March to June, just as
Indian varieties begin to fade. But this year,

e rots on Indian plates

and
they're arriving with crossed arms

ical glances.

s‘kﬁl:c,‘}t’fslamrgm:r!; usually care about taste and

ice” s i | fruit seller. “They
price,” says Shiv, a loca e s
ask if it's sweet, how crunchy it is 1o
which country it comes from. BulIn :
even that is changing” Turkish app el; si
in a mid-range price bracket: cheaper 5 an
premium imports from the US or New
Zealand but costlier than Indian, [ranian,
or Afghan varieties. Butin the current cli-
mate, even affordability isn't enough.
Some traders, however, are stuck in a moral
and financial tug-of-war. “At heart, I sup-
port the boycott,” says a salesperson at
Exotic Crate Fruits in Azadpur. )

“But what if I stop selling Turkish
apples and the guy next to me doesnt? I'll
lose customers. We're waiting for the gov-
ernment to decide officially” The conver-
sation is even sharper at INA Market,
known for its high-end produce and
wealthy clientele. At Golden Fresh Fruit |
Corner, a vendor is clear, “We've complete- |
ly stopped buying Turkish apples. Irs |-
been over a week. We don't need them” ’

"Continued on ¥ P2

Juicy, glossy Turkish apple rots on Indian

Confinued frem » PI'  Raiesh, the ow

! les — one of INAS largest fruit stores — offers both
;iﬁ and practical reasons. "As a responsible citizen, I
fully support the boycott. Profit can never come before
national interest;” he says. “But honestly, Turkish apple qual-
ity has also gone down lately. That's another reason they're

not in demand”

i k with
thers, like Bhaskar, a.nol.ht?r sellcr_al INA, spea
em?ni:n “I've lost all interest in Turkish apples. If some-

ner of Rinku

Georgia. Back at Azad
weave through tight

one stands against us, we won't tolerate it. It's that simple”
The impact of the boycott isn't just local. Travel trends
have shifted, too. Websites like ixigo report a steep drop
in bookings to Turkiye, with cancellati
per cent. Platforms have paused travel to Turkiye,
Azerbaijan and China. Indian travellers are now setting their
sights on alternatives like Greece, Thailand, Vietnam and
ur, the chaos never stops — porters
anes with crates balanced on their

ons spiking by 250

shoulders, vendors haggle in rapid-fire Hindi and

grollr.:'nd remains slick with mu(:lt:lyp i
In INA, LED-Jit displays arranged
duce. But in both places, Turkish apples have become
than just a fruit — they've become

to something as simple — and a5
choose to eat, Because sometimes,
fruit, it becomes a political statement.

plates

water and crushed fruit, -
glisten wi fully .

of how global politics Qn trickle down
Powerful — as what ye
€ven a fruit isn't just 5
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