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‘DDA To Restore

Streetlights In
Narela Complex

Floats Tender, Contractor Will
Ensure Safety Of Equipment

Vibha.Sharma
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Following nu-
merous complaintsfromtra-
ders about stolen or missing
streetlights, wires and poles
across various blocks of the
integrated freight complex
in Narela, Delhi Develop-
ment Authority hastakense-
veral measures to address
these concerns. The missing
streetlights were discoura-
ging traders, who relocated
to Narela from Old Delhi,
from conducting their busi-
nessoperations inthearea.
The authority has issued
atenderfortherenovationof
the streetlight network on
the 60-metre road between
PhaselandITof thechemical
traders’ market, as wellas on
the 60-metre road from GT
Karnal to IFC, Narela. The
project will cost Rs28.1 lakh
and will be completed within
two months from the date of
allotment or handing over of
thesite, whichever is later,
“Thecontractor will bere-
sponsible for ensuring thesa-
fety of materials against pil-
ferage and damage until the
installation work is comple-
ted and handed over to the de-
partment. The authority will
retain the right to penalise
the contractor for not comple-
ting the work within the sti-
pulated perlod or if he aban-
donsthesiteafter taking over
the possession,” DDA stated
in the lender document.
Besides installing street-
lights and wires, the work to
be carried out includes enga-
ging labour, reluted materl-

als, tools, equipment, and

transport, which are necessa-
ry for the preparation and en-
tire execution of the work,
“All fittings, equipment, ac-
cessories, hardware, founda-
tion bolts, terminal lugs for
electric connectlons, cable
glands and items which are
nécessaryhave beer Included

inthe scope of work."

VL

extu-

dark spots on the 24-metre

bl e g

ting cablecontinuity, making
connections in the feeder pil-
lar, excavation for blocked pi-
pes for reopening the same,
connection making in the po-
le connector box, and ope-
ning holes in the foundation
for cable laying are included
inthescope of work.

Over two decades ago,
shopkeepers from the che-
mical market in Tilak Bazar
(Khari Baoli), Old Delhi, re-
ceived instructions from
DelhiHigh Courttoshift the-
ir operations to the out-
skirts. But even today, the
place faces numerous chal-
lenges, including insuffici-
ent security arrangements,
frequent thefts, limited poli-
ce patrolling, lack of water

The project is likely to
cost 28.1 lakh and will be
completed within two
months from the date of
allotment or handing over
of site, whichever Is later

and sewerage facilities, and
poor accessibility.

Pradeep Gupta, who is
the current president of
Chemical Traders Associa-
tion, Khari Baoli, stated that
several poles in block C were
without wires and lights. It
iseasy tosee wires being sto-
len. And this has been the si.
tuation foryears. That's why
people leave the place after 6
pm as it turns completely
darkandchances of theftare
high,"” hesaid.

Traderssaid that while the
authority was installing new
poles and wires, it was impaor-
tant that responsibility for
their maintenance begiven to
anagency foracertain period.

DDA has also invited an
agency for implementing a
similar project for installing
streetlights and removal of

‘wide road from Smriti Van
to Kureni village via Gas Go-
down, Narela.-
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HC: Urgent to relocate Madrasi Camp dwellers before

SE“R postpones demolition to June 1

SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHI, MaY 12

— iy e
THE DELHI High Court has post-
Poned the demolition of the
unauthonsed Madrasi Camp —
a jhuggi-jhopdi (IJ) cluster lo-
cated on the Barapullah drain
bank near Jangpura —to June 1.
nearly three weeks after the
scheduled date of May 10.

The authorities had issued a

\mmmmm

to remove encroachments and
unauthorised constructionon the
Barapullah drain tode-dog it.

A bench of Justices Prathiba
Singh and Manmeet Pritam
Singh Arora was hearing a bunch
of applications filed by Madrasi
Camp dwellers, seeking the
court’s intervention in their re-
location to Narela.

The court said that the relo-
cation of Madrasi Camp resi-
dents is of “utmost urgency and

Hinhustan Times

of the approaching monsoon
season”, It also maintained
that while the “clearance of
Barapullah drain wasimperative
to prevent waterlogging during
monsoon", the “rehabilitation of
Madrasi Camp dwellers is also
essential for the de-clogging of
the Barapullah drain™

Of the 370 jhuggis in Madrasi
Camp, residents of 189 have been
found eligible for rehabilitation
under the Delhi Slum and Jhuggi
Jhopri  Rehabilitation and
Relocation Policy, 2015. Set to be

rehabilitated to Narela, the resi- -
Siz 2 :
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Shrutl Kakkar

prevent severe waterlo,
the adjoining areas.

NEW DELH
TUESDAY
, .MAY 13, 2025

apullah drain is imperative to
ing in
er hay-

dents had highlighted before the
court that the flats where they
would staylacked basicamenities.
While noting that the “dem-
olition ought to be donein a sys-
tematic manner”, the HC di-
e g authoriti De

ment Board (DUSIB), Public
Department and
Government of National Capital
Territory of Dethi — to hold two
camps between May 10and 12,

+\While the first camp “would

HC allows demolition of slum
for clearing Barapullah drain

residents of the Madrasi Camp

1] cluster, granting temporary
reprieve for residents. The deci-

be for handing over possession
letters of the Narela flats™, the
second “shall be for the purpose
for sanctioning loans, if reqmred‘ 5

“ .. the representatives of
banks shall be duly present at
the camps so that if any of the
dwellers wish to avail of loan
facilities, it can be arra nged
without inconvenience,” the

The court also directed DDA
and DUSIB to ensure that the
amenities are made available at
the flats in Narela by May 20.

After May 20, the bench di-

MNEW DELHI: The Delhi high
i~court has ordered the demoli-
tlon of a slum cluster encroach-
ing upon public land near the
old Barapullah bridge to facili-
tate the timely clearance of the
Barapullah drain ahead of the
impending monsoon season in
the Capital.

In an order 'on Friday, the
high court directed the Delhl
gmmmen{s( Pub]}icwWarh
Department (PWD com-
mence the demolition of the
Madrasi Camp from June L.

“Timely clearance of the Bar-

f L o

ing considered the entire matter
comprehensively, and the gen-
eral circumstances currently
prevalent, this court Is of the
opinion that the demolition
ought to be done in a systematic
manner. The demolition of the
Madrasi camp shall commence
from June 1, 2025," the court
said In its order,

The demoljtion, which was to
begin last September, was put
on hold by the high court. Inan
order passed on September 10,
2024, the high court ordered
status quo on a plea filed by the

sion to undertake the demoli-
tion was taken In compliance
with the highcout’

Authority (DDA}, 1 s separate
proceeding, to remove unautho-
rised constructions along the
Yamuna river belt

Disposing of the slum dwell-
ers’ petition on Friday, a bench
led by Justice Prathiba M Singh
issued a slew of directions to
undertake the process in a sys-
tematic manner and for the
agmolh rehabilltation of resl-

nts. *
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HC Sets Final Timeline For
Shifting Of Madrasi Camp

Move To Enable Much-Delayed Clearing Of Barapullah Drain

Abhinav.Garg@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: To facilitate the smo-
oth rehabilitation of the Madrasi
Camp residents in Jangpura, Delhi
High Court has laid down strict ti-
melines. The move will enable the
much-delayed clearing of the
stretch by Barapullah drain.

In arecent order, the court issu-
ed aslewof directions,fixing Junel
as the date for elopmen
ithority o start thedemolition o
unauthorised squatters on the
drain insouth Delhi. However, itga-
ve the settlers from May 20 to 31 to
move their belongings while also
ordering Delhi Urban Shelter
ImprovementBoard and DDA toha-
ve alternatives ready in Narela
byJunel.

The court underlined that it was
imperative to clear the Barapullah
drain to prevent severe waterlogging
in the adjoining areas during the
monsoon. “The demolition ought to
be done in a systematic manner. The
rehabilitation of the Madrasi Camp
dwellers is also essential for declog-
ging Barapullah drain. None of the
dwellers canclaim anyrights beyond
theright of rehabilitation astheland
is public land, which is encroached
upon,”a special bench of Justices
Prathiba M Singh and Manmeet PS
Aroraobserved.

Theauthorities issued a demoli-
tion notice to the squatters toremo-
ve encroachment and unauthori-
sed construction on Barapullah
drain to declog it. The high court
stated that their relocation to Nare-
1a was of utmost urgency, particu-
larly in light of the approaching

File photo
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The court underlined that it was imperative to clear the Barapullah drain to

prevent severe waterlogging in the adjoining areas during the monsoon

monsoon.

Agencies, including DDA, Mu-
nicipal Corporation of Delhi, DU-
SIB, Public Works Departmentand
Delhi govt, were ordered to hold
two camps from May 19 to 20. One
camp will be for handing over pos-
session letterstothedwellersof the
Narela flats while the other will be
for sanctioningloans in the presen-
ceof bank officials.

“DDA/DUSIB shall ensure that
alltheamenitiesintheflats,suchas
fixtures and fittings, are available
by May 20. After May 20, theeligible
persons/dwellers from the Madra-
siCampshall start movingtheirbe-
longings to the respective flats al-
lotted to them in Narela, If any of
the residents choose not to take the
possession letters or avail of loan
facilities, no further opportunity
shall be granted tothem for seeking
allotment of the flats at Narela or

any rehabilitation camps,” the
bench ordered, after the affected re-
sidents complained that the flats in
Narela lacked basic amenities such
aselectricity, clean water and other
essential facilities. :

Last month, DDA informed the
court that it conducted adraw of lots
and offered 189 flats in Narela to the
eligible beneficiaries. It said camps
wereheld in April, buton April12,no
eligible person came forward to col-
lect possession letters.

The court disposed of applica-
tions filed by several Madrasi
Camp inhabitants seekingastay on
the demolition and said it was sei-
zed of the matter for over 10
months. Calling the campan illegal
construction, the court said it cau-
sed obstruction and clogging of
thedrain, resulting insevere water-

* logging during rains, especially

the monsoon.
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DDA to hire sports coaches with revenue sharing °

Photo l'or rep s{'nlﬂllnn

Vibha.Sharma
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) will
recruit professional sports

. coaches across various disci-

plines at its sports complex-
es, offering a revenue-sha-
ringarrangement.

Inanotice dated May 9 in-
viting proposals for conduc-
ting coachingat the complex-
es, the authority said for out-
door coaching, revenue-sha-
ring will be 60:40 between the
coach / agency and DDA. In
cases where DDA provides
most training aids and indo-
orfacilities, revenue-sharing
will be 50:50.

The terms and conditions
in the notice stated: “Manda-
tory free coaching isto be pro-
vided by the coaches or coa-
chingagency toatleast10% of
the trainees from economi-

cally weaker sections who ha-

Free coaching will be provided to at least 10% of the trainees from
economically weaker sections who have potential in sports sector

vepotential inthesport. If the
management considers it
appropriate to impart coa-
ching to more than 10% of the

totalnumber of traineesfrom .
EWS, then the management:

would pay the coaches or
agencies their share.”

DDA is actively preparing
the facilities to accommodate
theanticipated surge inatten-
dance during the upcoming
summer holidays, particular-

ly for temporary courses and

specificsporting activities.
The timings and days for

the mach:m, will be decided
by themanagement as per the
requirement and availability
of the facilities. A maximum
of two sports complexes will
be awarded to any coach or
agency inanydiscipline.

“Sports facilities at the
complexes during peak ho-
urs -- 6-8am and 6-8pm -- wWo-
uld generally notbeavailable
for coaching, and utilisation
of facilities during these ti-
mings would be exclusively
for members, The difference
in coaching rates for mem-
bers and non-members at all
sports complexes will be uni-
form at 25% additional char-
ges for non-members,” the
notice stated.

The coaches will have a
one-year contract, which can
be extended annually for a

maximum period of five ye-

ars. “At each sports complex,
in each discipline, generally
one coaching contract would

be awarded for a particular
level of roaching. However
for different levelssuchas ha-
sic, intermediate and advan-
ced in the same discipline,
there can be different coa-
ches,” said thenotice.
Currently, DDA manages
17 sports complexes W ith a
combined membership of
over 53,140, excluding depen-
dents. These facilities serve
more than 2.6 lakh visitors
monthly At present, the
complexes operate 162 coa-
ching programmes, catering
to nearly 8,000 trainees. Coa-
ching is provided to both
members and non-members.
The DDA facilities include
the Siri Fort Sports Complex,
CWG Village Sports Complex,
Yamuna Sports Complex,
DDA Roshanara Club, Rohini
Sports Complex, Vasant Kunj
Sports Complex, and Dwarka
Sector 11 and Sector 17 sports
complexes, among others.
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I.-G and CM inaugurate Delhl

OWN’

. Assembly’s 500 kW solar proj

AIMAN FATIMA

{ NEW DELHI: In a landmark

initiative to promote green gov-
;. ernance, the Delhi Legislative
* Assemnbly is set to become the
first in the country to operate
entirely on solar energy. A 500
kW solar power plant will soon
be installed at the Assembly
premises, with the foundation
stone laid on Sunday by Del-
hi’s Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena, Speaker Vijen-
der Gupta and Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta.

“This is not just the foun-
dation of a solar plant, it’s the
_foundation of a cleaner, greener

future rooted in responsi-
ble governance,” said LG Sax-
ena, commending the Delhi
Assembly’s leadership for scal-
ing up the plant from 200
kW to 500 kW despite spatial
and technical constraints. He
also expressed theD up-
port in preserving the \ssem-
bly as a heritage site, noting,
“Having visited the Assem-

“Our aim is fo start a new network of solar energy in the whole of Delhi’

HIGHLIGHTS

» Gupta also outlined
the financial impact of
the projedt, stating it is
expected to generate
monthly savings of Rs.15
lakh, potentially saving
Rs.1.75 crore annually

» ‘These savings will
recover the project cost
and result in zero elec-
tricity bills. Saved funds
to be redirected toward
development works'

bly earlier, I am keen on
protecting its rich history”

* Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta echoed the sentiment,
linking the solar plant to the
PM-Surya Ghar Yojana. “Our
aim is to start a new network
of solar energy in the whole of
Delhi, Every residential build-
ing or government building
should have a solar plant, so
that Delhi can stand on its feet

and develop its green energy,’
she said. Emphasising self-
reliance, she added, “There is
no need to give free electricity.
You will be able to make your
own electricity, use it, and give
it back to the government”
Gupta also announced a
subsidy of Rs 78,000 for roof-
top solar panels of up to 3 kW
capacity under the scheme.
“We want the people of Delhi to

be inspired and move forward.
Delhi should become green
Delhi. Delhi should become
clean Delhi,” she added.
Speaker Vijender Gupta
highlighted the Assembly’s
broader modernisation agenda,
including the adoption of the
National e-Vidhan Applica-
tion (NeVA), digitization of
the Assembly library, and the
upcoming Light and Sound

show. He called the solar ini-
tiative “a message to the nation
that governance can be green,
modern, and visionary”

Gupta also outlined the
financial impact of the proj-
ect, stating it is expected to
generate monthly savings of
Rs.15 lakh, potentially saving
Rs.1.75 crore annually. “These
savings will recover the proj-
ect cost and result in zero elec-
tricity bills. The funds saved
will now be redirected toward
developmental work.” he said,
adding that the Assembly could
eventually become a revenue
generator by supplying sur-
plus power to the grid The
ceremony was attended by key
ministers, MLAs, senior offi-
cials, and dignitaries including
Parvesh Sahib Singh, Ashish
Sood, Deputy Speaker Mohan
Singh Bisht, and Principal Sec-
retary PWD A. Anbarasu.

“This marks a significant
first step toward sustainable
governance,” said Bisht in his
closing remarks.

B ]
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LG Saxena la
200-kW solar

PIONEER NEwsS SERVICE m New Dol

ieutenant Governor Vinai Kumar

Saxena laid the foundation stone of

a S00-kW solar power plant at the
Df—‘!hl Assembly on Monday, along with
C!'EICfMinistcr Rekha Gupta and Speaker
Vijender Gupta,

Power Minister Ashish Sood, Public
\"Vorks Department Minister Parvesh
Verma, several MLAs and senior officers
were also present on the occasion,

The 500-kW installation, scheduled
for completion within 45 days, will signif-
icantly expand the House's existing solar
infrastructure, the Assembly Secretariat
said in a statement. The old 200-kW
rooftop solar system is being dismantled
to make way for the new 500-kW instal-
lation, which will enable the Assembly to
run entirely on solar energy; it said.

The move is expected to result in zero
electricity bills, generating estimated sav-
ings of approximately 215 lakh per month,
while reducing the carbon footprint of the
Assembly premises, it added.

The Delhi Assembly will soon become
Indias first legislative body to run entire-
ly on solar energy, the statement said.

The speaker said the project will be
completed within 45 days and help the
Assembly save ¥1.75 crore annually
through zero electricity bills.

. The entire cost of the 500-kW solar
plant will be recovered within a year, he
said. “I hope this message of green ener-

$~ gy will be adopted by Delhi people and

power plant

Delhi LG VK Saxena with slate Assembly Speaker Vijender Gupta, Chief Minister Rekha Gupta ard

A oOrmpE\fife
£

loneer
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e

ys foundation stone for

in Delhi

i

Minister Parvesh Sahib Singh Verma during the foundation stone laying of 500-kW solar power plant at

Delhi Legislative Assembly premises on Monday

RANJAN DIMRI

they will install solar panels on their
rooftops,” the speaker said.

Saxena said the laying of the solar plant’s
foundation stone marked a historic occa-
sion. He also announced that the

Assembly, to transform it into a heritage
site. The Chief Minister said her govern-
ment is working to set up a solar-energy
network in the city, with every government
and private building having solar panels.

“Currently, Delhi requires around 9,000
MW peak power and through solar pan-

els, people would be able to generate elec-
tricity, use it and also sell to the govern-
ment,” she said.

The government has declared a subsidy
of 378,000 for up to 3 kW of installed
solar power plants to encourage people,
so that Delhi becomes a “clean and green”
city, she said. The Chief Minister also
pointed out that the solar power plant ini-
tiative aligns closely with the Pradhan
Mantri Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana,
making Delhi Assembly the first legisla-
tive body in the country to fully operate
on renewable energy.

Clear encroachment in drain, demolition on June 1: HC

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B New Delhi

imperative the clearance of

Barapullah drain to prevent severe
waterlogging during monsoon season
and ordered demolition of Madrasi camp
starting June 1.

Aside from the demolition action, the
High Court ordered the relocation of dis-
placed persons to Narela.

“The demolition ought to be done in a
systematic manner. Rehabilitation of the
Madrasi camp dwellers is also essential for
de-clogging of Barapullah Drain. None of
the dwellers can claim any rights beyond
the right of rehabilitation, as the land is
public land which is encroached upon,” a
bench of Justices Prathiba M Singh and
Manmeet I’S Arora said on May 9.

There also came directions for a smooth
rehabilitation of Madrasi camp inhabitants
starting May 20. The authorities had

Thc Delhi High Court has outlined as

issued a demolition notice to the squatters
to remove encroachment and unauthorised
construction on the Barapullah Drain to
de-clog it. The court said the relocation to
Narela was of utmost urgency; particular-
ly in light of the app: ing monsoon sea-
son and timely clearance of the Barapullah
Drain was imperative to prevent severe
waterlogging in the adjoining areas.

Aside from the demolition
action, the High Court ordered
the relocation of displaced
persons to Narela

The authorities, includin, , MCD,
DUSIB, PWD and Delhi govd nt, were
ordered to hold two camps from May 19
to May 20. While one camp would be for
handing over possession letters to the
dwellers of the Narela flats, the other one
would be for the purpose ol sanctioning

loans with the presence of bank officials.
“The DDA/DUSIB shall ensure that all
the amenities in the flats such as fixtures
and fittings are available by May 20. After
May 20, the eligible persons/dwellers
from the Madrasi camp shall start mov-
ing their belongings to the respective flats
allotted to them in Narela. Ifany of the res-
idents choose not to take the possession
letters or avail of loan facilities, no further
opportunity shall be granted to them for
seeking allotment of the tlats at Narela or
any rehabilitation camps,” the bench said.
Between May 20 and May 31, all
belongings should be moved from Madrasi
camp and the demolition should com-
mence June 1. The court disposed of appli-
cations filed by several Madrasi camp
inhabitants seeking a stay on the demoli-
tion and said it was seized of the matter
for over 10 months. The issue was over ille-
gal encroachment of drains resulting in
blackage of drains and river pollution.
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