DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

2R SR 7 Reeh, 9,00, 2024

o o, 7% Rl : &y & T 3 T IR 5@ Biod Rl
¥ eranTg AGHE W 21 4fe FIRU A R B $ e A |
£ ‘gore F 72m e e W AR viNe A role @R SR
¥ T 3N A AT T &Y A o T T g

TR aoe 1 fch amrem sfm, A o 3 7 IR
¢ @ o7t g o) e At o g 2 i Rt

—ufiae 64215003
L W @ AT
T -2 (e Rl o
T oo o o] e A 01
B e & 1R @ TR SN B
2023-24 % A B 920 TS
B & 1590 TS TR T 71
e v & 1 O BRI B
F forw aie 377 2024- 259
400 TRrE T @ N s
TN
« Rrell 20) e -4 &
fiu e 202324 # 3MEA BT 350
IS T W TR 390 TS
TR O e TR E | FiE
2024-258 275 TN E i
“fommmgn
3-32M dIeX A d
ot T @i e, GRETH
o A e T 1 A U,

Sy T e i,

. PR iy i S
' | %

- « g i & TR AR R,
o TR e i b o AR
R T, TRl e U
ARG e Wl Rl &
for Frarse W fiRee <l ot
fopufor fioan 31 WM & | FOiC HAA
o Rl A GOURR 2024-25 Y ATHRR A
a;?;m - | 0% T T @ TR A zoza-znm};;lmm
(Bm TR | i ) mm 963315 1 |
s TR ) ) SR {18 Mﬁm ﬁ : o TET 20, G H WRA TG
A iEd & forg e o Fion ) TS ST WA ol R, 3460 B 1 e B
e SRR e ve | S 3 i s we e & e e v, e, 2024-25% 150 T PR ad
212024-25 SR ATAMR | D RO b Raugeiade0 o8 2023-24 ST HAA A
4 202324 & IRA G Y | TR O e o T 8, o 251 200 Y TTREA 21

T 100 TdE 3R 20 TRg e | e, B, O IEFRIA 3

e TP i mica s

& 3% @ T el wm
AN AR TR i 2073 i Rl AP

| w ARl Ol o T
| 3R TN | TeT 3 2024~

Fomiomel 2 1 39 SR T | e o e = air fise feeelt
I 2024- =5 (9) WA
Wmﬁwﬂmm 25 3l iR 3 2023-24 22 T fore @l ©) g el
;Fuq@ﬂmmggm A 60T IT00T 2 e 1 i A wE o,
2531 R fyr g i D wawy | 0
e gLt it S b by i 2o e e e
- : — E ! 9 e Tiiet v o
ST ATTT A § T A 2023- 24 165 BTN et 1 e el | 2 e 3 Bz & e & o da iR
39, T e @ dweT 0, AR 267 TS 1 N R e m P e woi | o e o 11 £12024-25
T RTINS [ FR A S e, o P ot mareammalt T T ¥R2023-24F A
2024-25 30 GEifEd AR w{mwﬂqﬁﬂa‘ﬁ% Laall | 266 15 @ 196 TS &1 RIE |

s

RiTeTI3i T T SR

4. T 3R Bt feeeh & forg el

» :

257 66 T3 iR af 2023-24
& WU 3 40 T T

aférer o N € |
o e ! 2T R T 3
I 2024-25 %

ToTE I 65 g e

2023 -24 & FvifeR FEAF A 61 2 =
s o1 Wi e TSl 3R o el ) BE/ 5
G 3 aEfen AR AR A S
;,mmﬁﬁmm”s% m%mm‘;’:ihlm
el gl e A A g 2024-25 BT
2024-257 45 T8 AR e e 7

2023-24 FATIEA FPHA T8 o FIE ol 2 iy A W @
g o1 e s TR R | |ETE A 202425
o T s IR IR 3 2023-24 7
mﬁ?ﬁm 37 T2 T 50 TS T e |
() e Ry 3R - W

o R SRR AR us T oI |
2024-25 TR FFFA 1953 o RRFEHIATF-MREA -
s e g e 1 PR AR
o T, el A Tom il o e W S
3RS Saee (Et) SR 1 2024-25 & FiE FTA

iR 2023-24 e
et 62 T8 ARG
o Wi R T g 1

o & R ad 2024-25%
T FgAr AT 2023-24
j-a;nﬁasamﬂmrm

omr Eaeed, W Rl =y T +% AftraiE = o Fam e e S F R e e &
i 3 s i | 2, o afiy A fomfn com A st &) 2 & <l aven 1 shdians = A
7 iRl % AR W iy ' g AR s imm it da Em:&aﬂm
wE AT P WS i, B o i o dow, Gfam o aa AR R T RERE R AR ST R w00 w81 9w
B2 3Rt W wE MR @ R e ety o TR S PR T R g SR 3 A
= & sl B fwe ' ad sl 7 Sty o g 13 w3 Rig
& srora Send ol ogaw wRtEn owdww  FeuREn it g A o R ATmE A fmfn & faams  waf@
o @ AT W 3w e G gl & didter @ o w0 = WA O o e @ aEem Y w5 R st
e wfae T FomEE = TAfa AfE W gEEE SR 3 @ Hea & ) LRIt g W A RS 0 TRe T F e H
= wEd 7 auET TEat A W ) e d @ o5 Pt 0 e @ W R T an g % R AT S W S
§ st fmin i3 # for T @ B aEdl e F H FATE v B owew  Fr e as ae S A % o Redt s B
R # e @ um aeu w4 556 A a3 3 fing EY e o TRl 7 T TS S HF R s T & o) e
o %1 2 3 7w B AT AeEEE, TR 99 F W B A AW 5 W TE PR IFA AR F R e T arr witmwp
quee WO (QEAETS) ¥ B Frongen wme i s Sia 7GR # A 2 R w S e T A W A m alee
= iRl 70 FEPE mml?ﬁnhﬁmw @ foeeh Qo W TR W B H A A A S A} s W e e B
it TR A T e B @A W % S SR s v 1 ovgd T el @ et e sl o & i Rl o dufe witeeugg
S, A s Fe s o FEm R Pt g0 %1 W GRY 8 % AR A9 Al W 7Y R R e ey
2 = o 7 e el 81 7R, A0 QL ARTen 9% 9% ik gl 1 Ry ), 3 e o e &1 T T e B s
o F g T F SR LR A A P W W R, . -



FENLEREN Sg—————

I § T IR

DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

e oy
feeen & faorg o
SEh B 7 T

IPRY e, wRnh Rwf:
el &% amoaye A%

o fagd ol ¥
iz e foiw 3

F TeE @G § alk
T wEl W IEERA
feram)

T A FE fFOEE
e # W T ST
ik s w@l o Fwm 75
Fe T94 F @ g B
e wIEEE T W e
) TG | ST A Fel
i g = Faer vl &l %
=R % forg i 8, afte
T e H Sl A
¥ P & fog ot w0 &

3
7
3
e}

4.4
o
g

4%
3

da

18

1 Y

- R

1
a4

%

144
I
P §

g'ﬁ%
t
i3

;
|

§ﬂl’
%
ﬁﬁgﬁ

&
’
*%

LIBRARY

PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

'NAME C THEINDIANEXPRESS, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2024 =

‘GREEN AREAS ARE LUNGS OF CITY'

' HC disposes of plea to stop
demolition, says no illegal
structure on public land

e,

s A AV

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 8

“RIGHT TO health, right to
breathe, and right to heritage and
culture have to be harmonised
and balanced.” said the Delhi
High Court on Thursday, while
hearing a public interest litiga-
tion (PIL), seeking directions to
authorities including the Delhi
Development Authority(DDA)to
desist from demolishing the
‘Ashiq Allah Dargalt', including
the ‘Baba Farid' chillagah and
other nearby historical monu-
ments,inMehraulior Sanjay Van.
A division bench of Acting
Chief Justice Manmohan and
Justice Manmeet Pritam Singh
Arorasaid inthe order,“This Court
isofthe view thatundoubtedly life
inits expanded horizons includes
all that gives meaning to a man’s
life, including his culture and her-
| itage, and the protection of that
heritage in its full measure,

However, this Court takes judicial
notice of the fact that Delhi is one
ofthecities that areworstaffected
by pollution..." It said Mehrauliand
Sanjay Van are marked as
“green/forest areas” in the city's
Master Plan, addingthatgreen ar-
eas are the “lungs of the city”, and
all statutory authorities have toput
inefforts to ensure that “no illegal
or unauthorised construction is
carried outon this publicland",

‘The HC, after examining pho-
tos in PIL, said thatit was apparent
thatsome of the structures located
in the midst of thick forest have
been “renovated recently, and are
occupied by certain families™,

The petitioners' counsel ar-
gued that the area where the
Ashiq Allah Dargah is, has been
barricaded by police as well as
public access has been re-
stricted..., raising “serious appre-
hension of itsimpending demo-
lition". He argued “the dargahs
and surrounding monuments
ought to be protected”.

'Authorities working at ground

level, all failed us: Delhi HC

New Delhi: The Delhi High Court
on Thursday said that despite
“multi-disciplinary jurisdiction”
of the city's civicauthorities, itis
troubled over their failure to pre-
vent “unauthorised construc-
tion” at a sealed property near
centrally protected monuments
Nizamuddin ki Baoli and
Barakhamba Tomb, ;
| The HC was hearing a public
! interest litigation (PIL) moved by
+an NGO, Jamia Arabla Nizamia
I Welfare Education Society, claim-
| ingthat “illegal and unauthorised
construction” is underway at

'Khasranumber 556 Ziyarat guest
house’ near the baoli(stepwell).
During the hearing.a division
bench of Acting Chief Justice
Manmohan and justice Manmeet
Pritam Singh Arora said, “We are
troubled by the fact that the DDA,
MCD, Delhi Police, and ASI have
all not risento the occasion, With

's0 many authorities working at

the ground level, they have all
failed us.. We will bring in an in-
dependent investigative agency
anditwillexamineit”  ENS
FULLREPORTON
www.Indlanexpress.com

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2024

HC hints at CBI
probe into illegal
construction

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi High Court on Thursday la-
mented the failure of multiple authorities in
curbing unauthorised construction, saying
this would lead to “complete lawlessness” in
thecity and theentire system would collapse.

A bench of acting Chief Justice Manmo-
hanand JusticeManmeet PS Aroraalso hinted
atorderinga CBI probe to investigate lapses by
allauthorities instoppingunauthorised const-
ruction near centrally-protected monuments
Nizamuddin ki Baoliand Barakhamba Tomb.

“Once we transfer the investigation to CBI,
the role of Delhi Police will also be examined.
Everyone's responsibility should be fixed. It is
a failure of multiple agencies. These multiple
authorities working on the ground level have
all falled us. This is shocking,” the bench told
the counsels for Municipal Corporation of Del-
hi(MCD), Delhi Development Authority (DDA)
and Archaeological Survey of India(ASI).

1t added that If such brazen construction
“in the heart of Delhi” was allowed, there wo-
uld be complete lawlessness in thecity and eve-
rything would collapse.

The court was hearing a public interest liti-
gationflled by NGO Jamia Arabia Nizamia Wel-
fare Education Society, claiming that “illegal
and unauthorised construction” was being car-
ried outataguesthouse near the Baoligate, Haz-
rat Nizamuddin Dargah, near police booth”.

HC noted that neither MCD nor DDA acted
against the unauthorised construction, which
was stated to have taken place on the three upp-
er floors of an already-sealed guesthouse ille-
gally built on DDA land near the monuments.

It had earlier sald encroachment on public
land was like dacoity and asked MCD to use
technolggy, such as drones and satellite ima-
ges, tonaintain'vigil.

Expressing displeasure over the unautho-
rised construction, the court had said there
was “sgrious dereliction of duty” on the part
of offidals who did not work on the ground in
spite of Intimation by policeand ASL
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Delhi has sufficient
shrines, imperative
to save forests: HC

Shruti Kakkar
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high court
on Thursday refused to entertain
a plea seeking protection against
demolition of two religious
structures in Sanjay Van, saying
that the Capital “already had suf-
ficient dargahs and temples” and
it was now imperative to restore
the forest.

The two structures in question
are the Ashig Allah dargah, and
the chillagah of Baba Farid. The
petitioner, Himanshu Damle, a
promoter of Delhi's history, con-
tended that there was apprehen-
sion regarding the demolition of
the structures as police had bar-
ricaded the area, restricted its
access, and removed the caretak-
ers of the dargah.

The plea said that the “com-
plex structure could be
destroyed overnight by the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
which demolished adjacent
structures including the Akhunji
Masjid and the Haji Rozbih Dar-
gah, as well as certain 12th-cen-
tury graves without notice”.

However, the court was of the
view that the removal of unau-
thorised constructions, including
unprotected religious structures,
from the forest land is for the
betterment of the society at large.

“We cannot even breathe in
Delhi... Let the forest be restored.
These (Sanjay Van) are green
lungs, people are in the
city due to pollution. isour
last bastion. Enough peers, dar-
gah and temples are there in the
city,” a bench led by acting chief
Justice Manmohan said to advo-
cate Satyajit Sarna, who
appeared for Damle.

The court added that green
areas are the lungs of the city
and efforts have to be made by
all statutory authorities to

_. Hindustan Times:

ensure that no illegal and unau-
thorised construction is carried
out on public land.

The DDA lawyer submitted |
that the green area in Sanjay Van
was completely encroached
upon and the civic authority had
also demolished various struc-
tures, including four temples. |

During the hearing, the bench, |
also comprising justice Man-
meet Pritam Singh Arora, said
that health needs to be a priority.
“We have such an unhealthy
population today. Health is the
priority. Green environment is
the priority otherwise you won't
be able to exist,” the court said. |

Disposing of the plea, the
bench said that DDA and the
Union ministry of housing and
urban affairs have issued state-
ments saying they would not
demolish structures declared as
a part of national heritage or
ones that are deemed to be pro-
tected by a statutory authority.

To be sure, the 13th-century |

isan unprotected monu-
mentand finds a mention in the
“List of Muhammadan and
Hindu Monuments, Volume I |
Mahrauli Zila” published in 1922 |
by Maulvi Zafar Hasan, assistant
superintendent of the Archaeo-
logical Survey of India (ASI).

to the National Mis-

sion on Monuments and Antiqui-
ties, the site is a “living monu-
ment”, meaning it continues to
be used for religious purposes.

The court, in a related devel-

status quo in the Mehrauli area
on which the 600-year-old
Akhunji Masjid was demolished,
till February 12. A bench of jus-
tice Sachin Datta, however, clari-
fied that its order would not pre-
clude the civic authority from
acting against other illegal prop-
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grading the public plaza by

market from metro station safer and a feast for eyes

Siddhanta Mishra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Lieutenant go-
vernor VK Saxena inaugura-
ted the Nehru Place skywalk,
which links the market with
the Delhi Metro station, on
Thursday. With the skywalk,
planned five years ago, open
now, people don't need to
climbdown from the elevated
station and cross the busy
Astha Kunj Road to reach
Nehru Place District Centre.
“Theskywalkisappealing
and it willadd to the beauty of
the city. In the days to come,
DDA will complete many
such projects,” said Saxena.
The market sees heavy pe-
destrian movement and the
congested main road is risky
for them. “I am very happy
that the skywalk has been
opened. This will be a great
help for me to reach my colle-
ge,” said Ramanujan College
student Diya. “I now exit the
metrostationand usethesky-
walk instead of crossing the
dangerousroad like earlier.”
The skywalk followed the
revamp of the market. In
‘December 2019, DDA, after
receiving a no-objection cer-
tificate from theerstwhile So-
uth Delhi Municipal Corpo-
ration, redevelopment began
to achieve uniformity in
colour, better fireproofing
and illumination. The comp-
lex revamp included impro-
ving the buildingfacades and
drainage and sewerage, up-

" EASE OF
" ACCESS

Features of

6 metres
Width

Has both the
options of
lift and escalator

Connecting
metro station
to Nehru Place
centre

LED screen on

the skywalk
shows air quality

Cost

REDEVELOPMENT
OF DISTRICT

CENTRE

Approximately
f 100 buildings
8 at Nehru Place

installing tiles and new sea-
ting and overhauling the
rickety staircases.

“The skywalk is a great
step, it is completely integra-
ted with the metro station. So,
people can just exit the metro
and take the skywalk to reach
the market,” said a happy In-
der Kohli, coordinator, Nehru
Place Welfare Association.
“The revamp of the district
centrevhas been carried out
and it has boosted the fire-
fighting infrastructure. The
only things thatstillneed tobe
better managed are the drai-
nage system and food vendors
inand around Nehru Place.”

buildings have been
painted white and given pro-
per name boards while the
cables have beenremoved and
relocated underground. For
people to sit and enjoy, DDA
has created an amphitheatre
withalarge LED screen.

Soonafter its opening, the
skywalk was being used by
people exiting the Nehru Pla-
ce metro station and going to
thedistrictcentreandnearby
areas. Nehru Place is one of
the largest commercial cent-
res in Asia for the sale and
purchase of computers and
accessories. it wasalsooncea
textile hub. Thousands of pe-
ople, therefore, visit the mar-
ket every day However, since
the district centre was const-
ructed a long while ago, it re-
quired upgradation, which
hasnowbeendone.

e ———
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Skywalk connecting Nehru
Place, Metro station opens

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Lieutenant governor
[LG) VK Saxena on Thursday
inaugurated a skywalk connect-
ing Nehru Place Metro station
and Market Plaza, and other
associated infrastructure upgra-
dation work in the Nehru Place
market.

The project, which took over
four years to be completed ata
cost of ¥75 crore, includes the
upgradation of the plaza, and
building corridors, parking

_areas, staircases and stormwater
drains along with new firefight-
i in the entire complex,
officials of the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) aware of
the development said.

With the skywalk, people will
no longer have to climb down
from the elevated station and
cross the busy Astha Kunj Road

I i s, A
The project was completed in over four years at a cost of ¥75 cr. HT

to reach the Nehru Place district
centre. *

The LG, who is the head of
DDA, which executed the
project, said that the body was
committed to the upgradation of
the urban areas along with

undertaking development work
for the neglected villages.

“We compliment DDA for the
upgradation work undertaken at
Nehru Place. The skywalk is
appealing and it will add to the
beauty of thecity,” the LG said.

Saxenaadded that the people
should also cooperate in the
maintenance of the infrastruc-
ture. “No project can be success-
ful without support of the public.
Nehru Place Market Association
members should give special
emphasis on the hygiene and
maintenance of the area,” he
said.

The LG later posted on X: "A
DDA project worth ¥75 crore,
the upgradation works have
altered the kerbs, fo-ut.paths and
facade of the iconic market. The

Skywalk will ensure safety of
pedestrians & seamless com-
mute, apart from effecting ease
of doing business.”

South Delhi MP Ramesh Bid-
huri and DDA vice-chairman
Subhasish Panda were present at
the inaugural event. .

Theress a ramp for differently
abled people in the structure, a
DDA official. said.
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' L-G Saxena inaugurates newly
built skywalk at Nehru Place

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Lieuten-
¢ ant Governor (L-G) of Delhi,

V K Saxena inaugurated the
newly constructed skywalk
connecting Nehru Place
commercial market with the
Nehru Place Metro Station,
on Thursday.

The project was completed
within four years, with a cost of
Rs 75 crores.

It includes, upgradation of
the plaza, building corridors,
parking areas, staircases and
storm water drains, along with
a fire fighting system for the
entire complex. Apart from
this, there are smart light poles
with Wi-Fi, speakers and
CCTV systems, amphitheatre,
LED screen wall and a com-
plete restructuring of the exist-
ing sewage system.

New footpath and toi-
let block have also been
constructed.

The skywalk 1tseif is six
metres wide and connects
the metro station to the plaza

through a lift and an escala-
tor, with a ramp for differently-
abled people.

Delhi L-G VK Saxena along with other dignitaries during the
inuugurution of slmlk, in New Delhi, on Thuruluy

A major portion of the
project has been funded by
the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs through the
Urban Development Fund.
The latter has been created and
maintained by the Delhi Devel-
opment Authority (DDA) on
behalf of the Government of
India.

The L-G thanked the
authority for their contribu-
tion to the project and said,
‘DDA was not only commit-
ted to up-gradation of the
urban areas but also under-

taken work for the develop-
ment of the neglected villages
in the National Capital.

“The skywalk is appealing
and it will add to the beauty of
the city. In the days to come,
many such projects by DDA
are in pipeline, which will be
done in a time bound manner;
he added, while addressing the
event.

Member of Parliament,
Ramesh Bidhuri and DDA
Vice Chairman Subhasish

_Panda were also present at the

ma,uguranon

LG inaﬁmcﬁ&f@k’

market h market hub at Nehra Place

Lieutenant-Governor VK. Saxena on Tﬁsday
inaugurated a six-metre- -wide
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Newly constructed
skywalk inaugurated

Saxena said the DDA was not

STAFF REPORTER B NEW DELHI

G{:feing a boost to the
autification drive of the
national capital with modern
facilities and infrastructure,
Delhi Lt Governor (LG) VK
Saxena on Thursday here
inaugurated  the  newly
constructed skywalk along
with the upgradation work of
Nehru Place.

The entire project was
completed in a time span of 4
years at a cost of Rs 75 crore.
Ramesh Bidhuri, MP South
Delhi and Subhasish Panda,
Vice Chairman Delhi
Development
Authority(DDA), were also
present at the inaugural event.
Addressing the gathering,

only committed to up-
gradation of the urban areas |
but also undertaken work for
the development of the
neglected villages in the |
National Capital. _
He complimented the DDA for
the  upgradation  work
undertaken at Nehru Place.
“The skywalk is appealing and
it will add to the beauty of the
city,” the LG said.

He urged people to co-operate
in its maintenance, adding that
no project can be successful
without support of the public.
He also asked the Nehru Place
Market Association members
to give special emphasis on the
hygiene and maintenance of
the area.
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