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spotted deer

Times News Nerwork

New Delhi: Staying the ongoing
translocation of spotted deer
from the capital's Deer Park to
outside the city, Delhi High Court
on Wednesday suggested that at
least 50 deer be retained in the
park and the remaining sent to
green areasunder the DDA’s cont-
rolor the Ridge.
Abench of acting Chief Justi-
ce Manmohan and Justice Mini
Pushkarna, seeking the authori-
ties’ stand on a plea challenging
the nod by Central Zoo Authority
(CZA) to the translocation, re-
marked, "Rajasthan jungle has
too many leopards. They will not
survive there. Retain at least 50
(in the park). At least, children
cangoand seesomedeer.” The co-
urt will now take up the matter
next in January.

Deer Park in south Delhi’s
Hauz Khas area comes under the
Jjurisdiction of DDA and was de-
signated aminizoo, allowing itto
be home to several spotted deer.
The CZA issued the order cancel-
ling its recognition asa ‘minizoo’
onJunes§.

Subsequently it was decided
by authorities to shift the deer to
Asola Bhati sanctuary and other
places, including Rajasthan. As-
sailing the move, petitioner New
Delhi Nature Society submitted
that there was no survey conduc-
tedasmandated in rules for trans-
location, to protect old, new-born

and their
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| has suspended an executive engineer for al-

leged dereliction of duties and non-compli
ance withdirections inconnection withclea-
ningof roadsin Narela. Hewas the in-charge
of thearea, officials said on Wednesday Lie-
utenant governor V K Saxena had earlier vi
sited the area and issued directions for clea-
ningand upkeepof roads, central vergesand
pavements. Raj Niwas said that Saxena has
been personally steering and overseeing
works for maintenance and upgradation of
Narela. He has visited the localities many ti-
mes since December 2022, Tnn
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HC: Hold off shifting —

deer from Deer Park

Shruti Kakkar
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high court
on Wednesday directed the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA) to
stay the translocation of deer
from Deer Park at Hauz Khas,
while suggesting that DDA main-
tain at least 50 deer in the park.

The translocation of the
approximately 600 deer from
Deer Park was approved by the
technical committee of the Cen-
tral Zoo Authority (CZA) to its
natural habitat in Rajasthan and
Asola Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary
on June 8 in the ratio of 70:30,
subject to the authoritiés com-
plying with statutory provisions
and International Union for Con-
servation of Nature (IUCN)
guidelines.

The guidelines prohibit the
translocation of pregnant
females, newly bred, or deer
with antlers.

The decision to translocate
the deer was taken after DDA’s
licence to run the park asa mini
zoo was cancelled by CZA in
view of the authority failing to
check inbreeding of the animals
and follow its guidelines.

The court was considering a
plea filed by New Delhi Nature
Society, seeking to direct DDA to
ensure strict compliance to guide-
lines laid down by CZA and TUCN
while translocating the deer.

The court asked the body to

' speakatthe highest level regard-

ing its suggestions, saying the
remaining deer can be sent to

DDA engineer suspended

Deer lock antlers at Deer Parkin New Delhi.

areas under DDA control or to
ridges since they won't be able to
survive in Rajasthan due to pres-

- ence of leopards in the jungles.

Posting the plea for January
15,2024, a bench of acting chief
justice Manmohan said, “Till fur-
ther orders, status quo shall be
maintained qua translocation of
deers (from deer park)."

The bench, also comprising
justice Mini Pushkarna, further
said, “Rajasthan jungle has too
many leopards. They will not
survive there, If the DDA cannot
maintain such a small place,
then who else can maintain it? It
is such a larger organization. If
you can maintain a gold park,
you can always maintain this. Do
it... If you maintain it at 50
capacity,we have no problem.”

During the hearing, New

HT ARCHIVE

Delhi Nature Society, repre-
sented by advocate Arvind Sah,
argued that the authorities had
earlier said the issue of translo-
cation of the deer had been
referred to the Wildlife Institute’
of India, Dehradun, adding that
80 deer so far have been translo-
cated to other places in two
batches of 40 each.

The society in its plea had
argued that the deer were being
loaded into trucks without any
prior health check-up. “Deers
were being sent to Asola as prey
base for predators. Since the
deer have lived all their lives in
captivity, there is no chance of
their survival in the wild as years
of dormancy has led to loss of
their natural instinct, speed, skill
and stamina to dodge their pred-
ators,” it said.

for:

failing to ensure clean roads

HT Correspondent
|etters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) on Tues-
day suspended an executive
engineer for alleged dereliction
of duty and non-compliance of
directions in connection with
cleaning and upkeep of roads,
central verges and pavements,
officials said on Wednesday.
'A DDA official said the
authority has suspended Chhan-
\veer (goes by a single name),

executive engineer, PD-6. "He
was the in-charge of Narela, and
disciplinary proceedings are
contemplated to be initiated
against fiim. On his last visit to
Narela on October 26, lieutenant
governor VK Saxena, the ex-offi-
clo chairman of DDA, had issued
specific instructions for roads to
be paved and cleaned, and cen-
tral verges be spruced up; espe-
cially since dust from roads was
adding to air pollution. Even
during a recent inspection on
December 2, the situation was

found to be unsatisfactory,
which prompted the LG to issue
directions for initiating action
against the erring official so that
accountability could be fixed.
Accordingly, orders were issued
for the suspension of Chhanveer
on Tuesday,” the official said,
asking not to be named.

An official in the LG’s secre-
tariat said Saxena has been per-
sonally overseeing maintenance
and upgradation work in Narela,
and has visited the area multi
times this year, ,
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CourT ORDERS STATUS QUO ON THEIR TRANSLOCATION

Keep 50 deer at city’s Deer Park, children can go see them: HC suggests

MALAVIKA PRASAD
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 6

THE DELHI High Court
Wednesday ordered “status
quo” on the translocation of
spotted deer from the capital's
deer park to forest areas in the
dtyaswell asRajasthan, afterits
Tecognition as a “mini zoo™ had
been cancelled earlier this year.
The HCwas hearing an appli-
cation seeking stay on the
translocation of the animals
from the AN Jha Deer Park in
Hauz Khas toany ather place till
alleging non-compliance of
guidelines on translocation of

animals by authonties is finally
decided.

A division bench of Acting
Chief Justice Manmohan and
Justice Mini Pushkama orally en-
quired from the counsel for the
various authorities, including the
Delli Development Authority
(DDA}, on the reason for the
translocation.

As per the plea, the Central
Zoo Authority (CZA) on June 8
cancelled the deer park’s recog-
nition asa “mini-zoo™, which falls
under the DDA’s jurisdiction. It
had further approved transloca-
tion of 600 degr to a forest in
Rajasthan and the Asola Bhatti
Wildlife Sanctuary in Delhiin the
ratioof 70:30. This was subject to

| DDA suspends
Narelaexec
engineer
New Delhi: The Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) has suspended an
executive engineer fol-
lowing “his failure to
“ comply with" the direc-
tives from Lieutenant
Governor thal Kumar

ment of Narela sub-city.
Disciplinary proceedings
are alsounder considera-
tion against DDA execu-
tive engineer Chhanveer,
who is in charge of
Narela, according to a
statement. According to
DDA offidials, the suspen-
sion will serve as a stermn
message of accountabil-
ity for officials. ENS

the condition that the release
shall comply with statutory pro-
visions and the International
Union for Conservation of Nature
(TUCN) guidelines for reintroduc-
tion and other conservation
translocations.

When told that "over breed-
ing" was one of the issues, the
bench orally said, “If that is the
issue, then use them somewhere
else in Delhi, Why are you send-
ing them outside? DDA has so
much land and greenarea. They
can be accopmudatcd inour

Italsosuggested that at least
50 deer can be maintained in-

side the park. “Speak to the peo-.

pleatthe highest level, maintain

—

The recognition of the AN Jha Deer Park inHauz Khasasa
mini zoo was cancelled in June, Archive

at least 50 over here. Children
herecangoand see the deer.” the
HCsaid.

When told the deer were be-
ing translocated to Rajasthan
and Asola, the Acting Chief
Justice said Rajasthan has too
mary leopards and the deer may
not survive there.

Issuing notice on the applica-
tion, the HC asked authorities
not toshift the deer and ordered,
“List the present application on
January 15,2024.Till further or-
ders, there shall be a status quo
qua the translocation of deer.”

The counsel for the peti-
tioner, New Delhs Nature Socety,
argued that the CZA's order is
contradictory to the Wildlife

(Protection) Act's mandate as it
does not record any reasons in
writing for revocation of the
z00's licence, which is manda-
tory as per the Act.

The counsel argued that the
tion of the translocation of 40
deer prior to the filing of the
present petition and transloca-
tion of another 40 to Rajasthan
and Asola through newspaper
articles last month, after the
matter was heard on October 30.

On October 30, the counsel
appearing for Chief Wildlife
Warden (CWLW), Department
of Forest of Wildlife, Delhi gov-
ernment, had said the issue of
translocation had been referred

to the Wildlife Institute of India,
Dehradun, and a report from
them is awaited.

The Delhi government
counsel had then sought time
to file a status report.

The petitioner’s counsel ar-
gued that this translocation has
happened without complying’
with [UCN guidelines about’
2zoos in India, which categori-
cally prohibits translocation of
pregnant and newborn deer,
deer with antlers, and deerthat’
have recently given birth
amongst others. He also said the
deer were translocated me-
chanically without bifurcating
them into categories, as per
TUCN guidelines.
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Officials directed to speed up gram_s;bha
land survey in Delhi’s urbanised villages

“The survey of gram sabha land of urbanised villages in Delhi has been affected by the difficulties
in availing of revenue records and the shortage of adequate staff members’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The survey of
gram sabha land of urban-
ised villages in Delhi has been
affected by difficulties in avail-
ing of revenue records and
the shortage of adequate staff
members, officials said on
Wednesday.

Lt Governor VK Saxena
in a recent review meeting
had directed revenue officials
to ensure the availability of
records to the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) for the
survey work, a senior govern-
ment officer said.

Saxena on December 2
launched the Dilli Gramo-
«daya Abhiyan for the devel-
opment of urbanised villages
in the national capital with a
dedicated fund of more than
Rs 800 crore.

Under the ambitious cam-
paign funded and conducted
by the DDA, the urbanised
villages will get a major infra-
structure boost, landscape

L-G VK Saxena

Highlights

» 'Lt Governor VK Saxena in a recent review meeting had
directed revenue officials to ensure the availability of
records to the Delhi Development Authority (DDA) for the

survey work’

» Saxena on December 2 launched the Dill Grurnoduya._
Abhiyan for the development of urbanised villages in the
national capital with a dedicated fund of more than Rs

800 crore

» The city government’s urban development department no-
tified 89 villages as 'urbanised’ under the Delhi Develop-
ment Act in January 2019. Another lot of 79 villages were
notified as ‘urban’ in September 2020

upgrade and civic services at
par with the main city.

The city governments
urban development depart-
ment notified 89 villages as
‘urbanised’ under the Delhi
Development Act in January
2019. Another lot of 79 vi
were notified as ‘urban’ in Sep-
tember 2020.

According to records avail-

able, till date, 258 gram sab-

has have been vested with the
DDA under Section 22(1) of
the Delhi Development Act.
However, the DDA has
been granted physical posses-
sion of only 165 gram sabhas.
In order to ascertain the
extent of vacant land and built-
up space, the DDA is carrying
out total station surveys of the
gram sabha land of villages.
Total station is an optical

device used for land surveys.
The city government’s rev-
enue department is verifying
the surveys, the officials said.
Till date, surveys have been
done in 122 villages. However,
reference points not been
marked earlier and it is under
process. “Non availability of
proper revenue records such as
Masabi and Khatauni, among
others, along with the (shortage

of) staff, is posing problems in
the surveys,” said a senior gov-
ernment officer.

A revised survey schedule
has been issued to complete
the process in the remaining
villages by February and rev-
enue staff have been directed
to ensure their availability for
the purpose, and provide the
land records to the DDA, said
the officer.
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compliance reports
on rainwater
harvesting

' STAFF REPORTER m

NEW DELHI

| ance report from authorities
| including the Delhi Jal Board,

Delhi Dévelopment Authority, ,
- Public Works -Departmeiit of *
the city government and four

‘others on the functioning of
rainwater harvesting systems
in the national capital.The
NGT had directed the author-
ities concerned in.September

2019 to take measures like not

. installing rainwater harvesting .

instruments for' monitoring
the quality of recharged water
I pollutants.

* A bench of NGT Chairperson

noted the submission-of the
petitioner’s counsel that the-
directions were rot complied
“The ‘bench, also comprising
judicial member Justice Arun
Kumar Tyagi and

ties concerned. .

The Naﬁbﬁa] Green Tribunal-
(NGT) has sought.a compli- -

systems (RWHS) mear
stormwater drains, closing -
-deficient RWHS; installing '

Justice Prakash Shrivastava. -

. mem- -
ber A Senthil Vel, said it was
‘| issuing notice to the authori-
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Retain at least

50 deer at city

park, says HC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday ordered the ci-
ty authorities to halt, until
further orders, the translo-
cation of spotted deer from
Deer Park in Hauz Khas.

The High Court also sug-
gested that at Jeast 50 deer
be retained in the park and
the remaining be sent to
green areas under the Del-
hi Development Authority
or the Ridge in north Defhi.

“At least children can
see some deer. Meanwhile,
maintain status quo, don’t
shift [the deer],” the court
said, listing the case for
hearing in January.

The order was in res-
ponse to a plea seeking a
stay on the June 8, 2023 de-
cision of the Central Zoo
Authority (CZA) to cancel
the Deer Park’s recognition
as a mini zoo. The park’s li-
cence was cancelled due to
several factors, including

rapid overpopulation. -
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