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What Villagers ·want: Piped 
: Water, Roads And Drainage 
. D_ay After Interaction With LG, Residents Call For Proper Planning 

I ~imesgroup.com 

New Delhi: From basic rune-
nities such as piped water, 

t proper drainage, parks and 
1.roads to sporting infrastruc-
1 ture and ownership rights for 
tfamily-owned properties, re-
1.sidents in the capital's rural 
and urbanised villages have a 

11ong list of demands. 
Several urban pockets in 

the capital have seen massive 
development in the last few 
years, villagers said they con-
tinue to live with the bare mi-
nimumfacilitie~. 

A .day after lieutenant go-
, vernor VK Saxena interacted 
with re~ntatives of Delhi's 
ruraland·urban villages, the re-
sidents of these areas deman-
ded a concerted approach and 
plan,ningindevelopingthem. 

Of nearly 360 villages in 
Delhi in the 19th century, Del-
hi now has 49 rural villages. 
Of the villages, 260 have been 
urbanised and the rest have 
disappeared. Whiletalkingto 
the villagers on Tuesday, the 
LG said the~overl)Illenthada 
00,I'J)l,lS J:>f over Rs 1,300 crore 
to develop urban and rural 
villages while ov.er 13,000 
acres of gram sal,)ha land -
taken over by the DDA after 
urbanisation of villages -
would be used for various de-
velopment and infrastructu-
re projects to improve the life 
of people in these ppckets. 

"First and fo~most, th~ 
government should carry out 
a GIB (GeographJc Informa-
tionSystem)ari4drope-based 

ENHANCING LIVING CONDfflONS 
VIiiages to get a 

facellft under DIii 
Gramoclaya Abhlyan 

.,( 

Nearly 13,000 acres I Gram 
Sabha land in 168 vt11ages 
urbanised in 2019 and 2020 

~49 , 
W Rural 

About 
~60crore 
Gram Sabha 
area fund 
transferred 
toDDA 

~480 crore 

'

Earmarked 
as village 
development 
fund for rural 
villages 

·:lllis10£m~o,u. ISEOANORURAl VILLAGislt¾·.l-
WANT.FROMTHE - :. 

> Rejuvenation of 
all ponds, rainwater 
harvesting to revive 
traditional wells 
'U''' ,=:;t > IGL pipelines for 
,_.,_i domestic use 

.> Laying of drainage 
facilities and pipelines for 
drinking water 
> Identification of -
land for parks, sports • 
and recreation 
.> Chaupa/ and airconditioned 
community centres 

survey to demarcate lal dora, 
extended lal dora and agri-
culture land and keep a vigil 
on unauthorised construc-
tion. This will help in protec-
ting jhe gram sabha land in 
rural villages, which is being 
eaten up by unauthorised co-
lonies and will help in resol-
ving djsputes an«:\ pending li-
tigation due to land oWPers-
Jlip in urbanised villages," 
paid Paras Tyagi of the Cent-
;e for Youth, Cultqre, i.,.w 

> One mini stadium 
for every 5 villages 
.> History of villages 
on main gates 

> Primary health 
centres with 
qualified doctors 

and best health facilities 
> More government • 
colleges, 
> Alternative plots 

•

notbeeq 
given ag'llinst 
acquired land 

and Environment (CYCLE), 
an organisation working for 
public policy reforms in Del-
hi's complex governance mo-
del. "The survey findings will 
help in preparing village de-
velopment plans and create 
requisite physical and social 
infrastructure," he said. 

While the capital's popula-
tion has risen manifold in the 
P&St few years, unavailability 
of affordable housing has for-

people to buUd houses in 

colonies that came up on agri-
cultural, gram sabha and go-
vernment land. The popula-
tion in the villages also increa-
sed and extended beyond the 
abadi and lal dora boundaries, 
leaving little or no space for 
parks, community centres and 
other recreational purposes. 

Chaudhary Surender So-
lanki, the head of Palatn 360 
Khap said over the years the 
urbanised villages have tur-
ned into slums with people ha-
ving no space for themselves. 
"In the name of development, 
only sewer and water lines ha-
ve been laid. The gram sabha 
land was taken over and sold 
for commercial purposes. The 
roads are narrow and parks 
and playgrounds have vanis-
hed," Solanki said. 

"The government must 
plan parks and playgrounds 
for children, build air-condi-
tioned community centres 
and rejuvenate ponds. Each 
village has some legacy. That 
history must be mentioned 
somewhere near the main ga-
te of the village or at chau-
pal," he added. 

Rajbir Solanki of Delhi 
Mool gramin panchayat at Ba-
prola village, said: "The way 
we have academies for various 
languages in the capital, the 
rich culture of Delhi's villages 
and their dialects should be 
persevered and promoted by 
setting up an academy for it." 

He added that the sporting 
culture should also be prom~ 
ted by building sports facilities 
for rural and urbM villages. 
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