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total plantation target

Times News Netwonrk

New Delhi: The national ca-
pital has achieved 75% of its
total plantation target this fi-
nancial year. So far, a total of
79.7 lakh plants, trees, shrubs
and hedges have been planted.
The total annual plantation
target for financial year 2023-
24 was1.2crore, which also in-
cluded over seven lakh for free
distribution. The agencies
will have toplant the rest befo-
re March-end.

According to a report by
Delhi Pollution Control Com-
mittee on air pollution, till
Nov 30, 2023, a total of 79.7
lakh plantations were done.
Of this, 72.81akh were planted
by coordinating agencies, in-
cluding Delhi’s forest depart-

ment, Municipal Corporation
of Delhi, Public Works De-
partment and Delhi Develop-
ment Authority.

- The report further stated
that for dust control measu-
res,acell was constituted by 12
road-owning agencies, and
greening of central verges
was one of the targets set by
the commission for air quali-
ty monitoring. It, however, ad-
ded that out of the total cen-
tral verge stretch of 1,936 km
in Delhi, only about 3-km
stretch istobe greened.

Over 40 species of native
trees, 20 native species of
shrubs, 13 species of climbers
and 22 species of herb like sat-
vari, khartua, bringraj, chick-
weed and Indian fumitory are
being planted this year
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LG HAILS DELHI'S

NGT orders removal of squatters
from a green patch in Lado Sarai

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) has given the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) and the subdivisional
magistrate (Saket) three months
to remove all encroachments
from a piece of land in Lado
Sarai and secure it by building

boundary walls, according to
documents seen by HT.

The land, which comes under
DDA'sjurisdiction, includes a for-
est patch and a park, which was
encroached upon by jhuggis and
was being used to illegally dump
waste, the tribunal said, adding
that even illegal dairies had
cropped up in the area. NGT's
directions came following a

report submitted by a joint com-
mittee last August, which noted
the allegations by locals regard-
ing the encroachments were true.

“During the visit, it was
observed that there was a park
on DDA land. Information
boards of DDA were also found
wherein it was mentioned that
encroachment and dumping are
illegal on DDA land. It was

observed that people had occu-
pied the DDA (land) and built
their temporary houses. Some
cows and buffaloes were also
seen,” the committee, compris-
ing the Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) and SDM
(Saket) informed the tribunal.
HT reached out to DDA, but

did not get any response on

request for comments.

SENIOR OFFICIALS

TOSTAYINCITY

VILLAGES UNDER
NEW DDA PLAN

NEW DELHI: Aiming at participa-
tory governance by engaging
with the people through dia-
logue, the district magistrates
(DMs) of all the 11 districts will
stay overnight in selected villa-
ges on Saturday and Sunday,
officials aware of the matter said
on Friday.

The officials will chalk out
restoration and development
plans for Delhi's villages, in con-

.| sultation with the villagers,

under the ambitious “Dilli Gra-
moday Abhiyan". The project is
being executed by the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
ata cost of over 2800 crore,” said
a senior official of the lieutenant
governor secretariat, who did
not want to be named.

Officials said that this will be

for the second time that the DMs |
. will stay overnight at selected

villages, after LG VK Saxena’s
order was issued on Janbary 2.

ACHIEVEMENTS IN
PUBLIC TRANSPORT,
INFRASTRUCTURE

HT Correspondent
|etters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Lieutenant governor
VK Saxena, in his Republic Day
speech on Friday at the LG secre-
tariat, hailed Delhi’s civic agen-
cies’and the Delhi Police and
said that the central and local
governments were making sus-
tained efforts to develop Defhi as
a global and inclusive city.

Highlighting the achieve-
ments in the fields of public
transport, health, power and
ration supply, Saxena said that
many projects have been com-
pleted in the national capital.

He attributed the success of
the G20 Summit held in Septem-
ber to the unified efforts of vari-
ous agencies including DDA,
PWD, NDMC, MCD, and Delhi
Police, among others, apart from
the workers. “Two world-class
auditoriums — Bharat Manda-
pam and Yashobhoomi — have
been inaugurated and the RRTS
between Meerut and Delhi has
begun. Besides, the work is
already in progress on the Dethi-
Alwar and Delhi-Panipat corri-
dors,” he said.

He added that the government
was committed to giving top pri-
ority to health services and mak-
ing them available to the people.
“The Centre has extended spe-
cial financial assistance under
the FAME scheme and efforts
are being made for inclusive
development of the society
here,” he added.

Saxena also said thatafter the

| unification of MCD, various pub-

lic welfare schemes and develop-
ment works were on track for
systematic-and time-bound

| implementation.
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Joint Effort Helped Transform
Delhi’s Landscape In 2023: LG

Cites Successful Hosting Of G20 Summ

Times News NETWoORK

New Delhi:Lieutenantgover-
nor VK Saxenaon Friday said
Delhi achieved significant mi-
lestones in 2023 and central
and state governments were
making “sustained efforts” to
develop the capital into a glo-
bal and inclusive city.

In his speech on the Repub-
lic Day, the LG also appreciated
theeffortsmade by variouscen-
tral and state governmen
agencies in the “successful”
hosting of the G20 summit last
yvear Highlighting various
achievements made in the fi-
eldsof publictransport, health,
power sector and ration supply,
Saxena said several projectsex-
ecuted inthepast year transfor-
med the landscape of Delhi.

“The inauguration of two
world-class convention cent-
res — Bharat Mandapam and

Yashobhoomi — by the cen-.

tral government and the initi-
ation of the RRTS (rapid rail
transit system) on the Delhi-
Meerut and Delhi-Panipat li-
nessignifytheprogressmade
inthecapital,” theLGsaid.

He emphasised that Delhi

government managed tomoder-
nise its public transportation
systemas per the needs of theci-
ty and converted 80% of thecity
busfleet into electric with the fi-
nancial assistance fromthecen-
tralgovernmentunder FAME-II
scheme would mark a signifi-
cant global achievement.

“We are committed to add-
ressingairand water pollution
and working towards conser-
ving the Yamuna,” Saxena sa-
id, adding that the eastern and
westernperipheral expresswa-
ys significantly helped in add-
ressing traffic congestion and
pollution issues in the capital.
Urban Extension Road -1II, con-
necting NH-44 and NH-48, will
be ready soon, the LG stated.

The LG said Delhi made
remarkable progress in the
power sector ensuring unin-
terrupted electricity supply.

“Delhi’s economic foun-
dation isalso robust, with per
capita income approximately
2.6 times higher than the na-
tional average. The service
sector contributes mnearly
85% to the economy, showca-
sing the strength of Delhi’s
economy,” Saxena remarked.

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi; The National
Green Tribunal (NGT) has gi-
ven threemonths’ time toDel-
hi Development Authority
(DDA) and the sub divisional
magistrate (Saket) to remove
encroachmentfroma pieceof
Jand in Lado Saraiand filean
action takenreport.

An NGT-appointed joint
committee, Delhi Pollution
Control Committee and SDM
(Saket)hadml’ormedlhotribu-
nal earlier that someé people
had occupied land, which in-

it, Achiev

"

Anindya Chattopadhyay

o .
EYES ON THE SKIES: R-Day spectacle enthrals audience

The LG further said the ci-
vic bodies were working effi-
ciently to implement various
welfare schemes and develop-
ment projectsin atimely man-
net. He added that several pro-
jects such as multilevel car
parking and improvement in
schools were under way.

Saxena also appreciated
the efforts made by DDA to
provide housing to slum dwel-
lers and said after the in situ
rehabilitation project at Kal-

kaji, the EWS flats in Jailor-
wala Baghand Kathputli Colo-
ny were also ready. He added
that DDA undertook signifi-
cant work for therejuvenation
of the Yamuna and transfor-
med construction and demoli-
tion waste dump sites into be-
autiful tourist destinations
such as Baansera and Asita.
The LG added that DDA
was also developing Vasudev
Ghat apart from Delhi Chalo
Park, Urdu Academy Park,

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
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- NGT gives 3 months to free Jand
" of encroachment at Lado Sarai

cluded a park, in Lado Sarai
and built jhuggis on it. The pa-
nel also found catfle on the
land, which comes under DDA.
The committee’s report, fi-
led with the tribunal in Au-
gust last year, said the boun-
dary wallsof the park were fo-
und to be broken, which may
be providingaccess to encroa-
chers. “Garbagedumpingand
parking of vehicles were also
observed on DDA land during
thevisit,” said thereport.
The bench headed by Jus-
tice Prakash Shrivastava sa-
id, “Asper thesaid report, the-

re is garbage dumping on
DDA land. The SDM Saket
has submitted that DDA isre-
quired to take action for clea-
ring garbage dumping and to
ensure that no dairy activity
or keeping of buffaloes and.
cows isdoneon thatland.”
The plea was filed by Sau-
rabh Sejwal, a resident, who
had alleged the area had been
encroached on by illegal dai-
ries. Sejwal had alleged that
despite authorities demolis-
hing illegal constructions in
the area, encroachers kept re-
turningandrebuildingagain.

ements In Edu, Health

Ghata Masjid Park and ‘Sadb-
havana Park’.

Talking about the efforts
made to improve law and or-
der in the capital, the LG said
that Delhi Police effectively
incorporated technology into
its operations and ensured
strategic deployment of per-
sonnel at hotspots using cri-
me mappingsystem.

“Delhi Police has become
the first in the country to use
blockehain tdchnology. This
enables secure transmission
of forensic evidence through
QR codes to the FSLforanaly-
sis,” said Saxena.

He added that for the secu-
rity of the vulnerable groups,
Delhi Police has established
24x7 women help desks at all
police stations and developed
Himmat-Plus app for women
indistress.

“DelhiPoliceiscommitted
and dedicated to address eve-
ry aspect of law enforcement
and security Crime isasocial
problem and the cooperation
of the community, that is, all
residents of Delhi, will be ne-
cessary to address it,” the LG
said in his addressto people.
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convention centre also on the cards

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) has
completed work on' its cafe
project at Baansera in Sarai
Kale Khan. In line with the
theme of this park, Cafe Bam-
boo Oasis hasbeen made inan
eco-friendly manner. Ithasan
indoor seating capacity of
around 100 people as well as
ample seating space outdoors.
DDA has recently initia-
ted a process for leasing out
the place on licence fee basis
and the cafe is likely to beco-
me operational by next
month when the place will be
blooming with warieties of
seasonal flowers, including
tulips. With around 20,000
tulip plants, the park willbe a
feast for the eyes. “OnJan 22,
we commenced the registra-
tion process, which will con-
tinue till Feb17. The e-auctio-
ning of Cafe Bamboo Oasis
will be done on Feb 20, said a
DDA official. - :
¢ ghe cafe isbeing construc-

“fed with a temporary light-

i I SR
Baansera has an indoor seating capacity of around 100 people

weight structure in mild steel
with polyurethane foam roof
panels, “To make the surface
look attractive, there will be
wooden flooring. People can
soak up in the sun and enjoy
the green space in the middle
of the city at Baansera,” said
the DDA official further.
Besides the cafe, there is
also a plan to construct a con-
vention centreat the park and

designingfor this has beendo-
ne by NBCC. “It is still in the
initial stage. The centre islik-
ely to be spread over an area
of 3,000 squarefeet. We are ex-
pecting this to be completed
by next year,” said theofficial,

The centre, which will be
made entirely with bamboo,
will be air-conditioned and
will comprise a meeting hall
and an interpretation room,

among other rooms. The esti-
mated cost of the project isRs
2.1crore,according tosources.

The information for these
facilities was first shared
by lieutenant governor VK
Saxena in Sept when he came
to inaugurate a musical foun-
tain installed in a waterbody
at Baansera. The musical fo-
untain operates in two slots
each for half an
hour, on all days of the week,
except Monday. The first
show starts at 7.30pm and
the second at 8.30pm. People
can visit the place after pay-
ing a nominal fee of Rs 50.
Entry is free for children up
to 10 years and schoolchild-
ren accompanied by parents,
teachers and guardians.

“Weare expectingamajor
increase in footfall when the
cafeteria is made fully opera-
tional. The visitors will have
ample space to sit, relax and
watch the musical fountain,”
said the official.

Baansera is thecity’s first
bamboo-themed park on the
Yamunariverfront.

DMs to again visit one village
each, take feedback on work

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: District magistra-
tes of 11districts in the capital
willagain visit one village each
in their jurisdiction on Satur-
day and interact with the resi-
dents to take their feedback on
development works to be un-
dertaken under Delhi Develop-
ment Authority’s ambitious
‘Dilli Gramodaya Abhiyan'.
Raj Niwas officials said con-
tinuing with the exercise of vi-

siting villages togetafirst-hand.

experience through “samvaad”
(dialogue) with the villagers,
DMs, nodal officers, and senior
officers from stakeholder de-
partments — DDA, MCD, DJB
and PWD — will stay overnight
atthe villageson Jan27and 28,
“The experience last time
had proven to be extremely en-
riching with the feedback from
villagers helpingthe officials to
chalk out specific programmes
tobe undertaken under the 'Dil-
liGramodaya Abhiyan'. Encou-
raged by the success thereof,
this will be the second 'samva-
ad'between officialsand thevil-
lagers, as desired by the lieute-
nant governor,” said an official.
Following lieutenant go-
vernor VK Saxena's announ-

) AN OFFICIAL SAYS
The experience last time
had proven to be
extremely enriching
with the feedback from

villagers heiping the
officials to chalk out

spe#icmmes
”

cementonJan2afterthe ‘Sam-
vaad @ Raj Niwas' program-
me, DMs had spent Jan 7and 8
invillages in their districts.
“This is LG’s novel initiative
towards participatory governan-
ce by engaging with the people
through dialogue for formula-
ting and implementing develop-
mental works,” said an official.
The selected villages inclu-
de Neelwal in west district, Ma-
danpur Dabas in north-west,
Chhawla in south-west, Bhati
in south, Aali in south-east,
Dallupura in east, Saboli in
Shahdara, Badarpur Khadar
in north-east, Burari in cen-
fral, Rangpuri in New Delhi
and Mugheshpur in north.
The DMs' stay will start on
Saturday at 1lam when they
will have a three-hour long in-

teraction with the villagers.
Between 3pm and 6pm, the offi-
cials will visit important sites
for inspection as per the works
identified earlier, followed by
an hour-long ‘charcha’ with the
residents by night fire to share
their grievances and feedback.

On Sunday, the officials will
have another dialogue with the
residents between Tamand llam
to share the tentative roadmap
for the villages' development.

The ‘Samvaad @Raj Ni-
was’ was first of its kind inter-
actionof LG with the villagers
aimed at seeking suggestions
to chalk out a comprehensive
planof action for development
of Delhi’s villages. The dialo-
guemade villagersakey stake-
holder in the development of
urbanised and rural villages,

“Saxena, who has already
adopted five villages — Qutab
garh, Jaunti, Daurala, Rawta
and Nizampur - has envisaged
developing other villages on si-
milar lines. He had exhorted the
villagers to identify the specific
problems concerning their vil-
lagers and the tentative solu-
tionsso that they could be incor-
porated while finalizing the
plan of action for each village,”
said an official.
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Sewage, poor plantation mar
Vasant Kunj park, NGT told

Times News Netwonrk

New Delhi: The forest de-
partment’s survey of a So-
uth Delhiparkhasfound se-
veral issues suchas untrea-
ted water being filled in the
natural pond, damage to
the fauna and flora, poor
plantation, geotagging the
trees, amongothers.

The inspection was do-
ne following NGTs order
after a Vasant Kunj resi-
dentapproached the tribu-
nal in Sept 2022, regarding
poor condition of Smriti
Van, spread over 37 acres,
with a large waterbody
(machlitalab).
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The complainant said that
Smriti Van was being used to
hold fairs, political and religio-
usceremonies which create nui-
sance and disturbthe neighbou-
ring residents. Asserting that
the park ought to be maintained
initspristineglory beingthe ha-
bitat of rareflora and fauna, the
resident said that it was instead
left without maintenance and
has a very few trees. The resi-
dent alleged that a concretised
artificial pond was also prepa-
red for religious ceremonies.

Following this, NGT asked
concerned officials from Del-
hi Development Authority
(DDA) and the forest depart-
ment to work towards proper
maintenance of the lake at
Smriti Van, plantation and re-
moval of encroachment.

The forest department sub-
mitted a report to NGT follo-
wingaseries of inspections, in-
cluding the one done in presen-
ceof DDA officialson Jan17.

Suggesting a slew of mea-
sures, including compensato-
ry planation, utilisation of
STP water, maintenance of
ponds, eco-friendly amenities,
geotagging the plants and re-
cognising more areas for plan-
tation, the report stated that
while some plantation was do-
ne and eco-friendly perforated
tiles being used, many issues
were yet to be fixed.

“It was noted that the STP
was non-functional, leading
to the disposal of untreated

water into Machli Tala-
b...adversely impacting the
aquatic ecosystem. Issue in-
cludes a foul smell, black wa-
tercolour, and odour in
Machli Talab. Clear separa-
tion of stormwater drains,
and sewer line has not been
implemented,” stated the fo-
rest department’s Jan 25 re-
port, published on NGT's
website on Saturday.

“This untreated water
proved unsuitable for irriga-
ting the saplings planted for
compensatory plantation,
resulting in adverse effects,”
the report said, adding that
censusand geotagging of ex-
isting treeswas pending, and
a compensatory plantation
of 1750 saplings by NBCC not
being maintained properly.

“Adequate area is avai-
lable for further compensa-
tory plantation, but as of
now, no action has been ta-
ken. Currently, tree guards
arerudimentary and suscep-
tibletotermite attacks...Gra-
zingby Nilgaiand goatsisaf-
fecting the plantation due to
shortage of tree guards,” it
stated, addingthat the clima-
te till Jan 29 was not suitable
for plantation.

The forest departmenalso
stated the encroachment re-
moval pertains to DDA and
suggested to “Declare Smirti
Van as a no plastic zone", al-
lowonly pedestrians, and pro-
motenative trees and plants.
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Four parks in Walled City
all set to get a makeover

WHAT'S TN STORE

Revamp to be done in phases
" > Designs have been
prepared and workwill. .

[ e

Fortand pa

Dilli Chalo Park == =

Vibha Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Develop-
ment Authority plans acomp-
leteredevelopmentof thegre-
en space at the rear of Red
Fort and nearby parks in the
Walled City, including the Dil-
1i Chalo, Ghata Masjid, Urdu
Academy and Sadbhavna
parks. Workon this will begin
in Feb and finish in phases,
beginning June.

The details of the project
werediscussedatarecent me-
eting chaired by lieutenant
governor VK Saxena, also the

- chairman of DDA. “The pro-

ject of redeveloping the four
parks on Mahatma Gandhi
Marg is in line with that of
Kartavya Path and aims to
provide similar recreational
opportunities for the public.
The LG has been monitoring
the project regularly” a DDA
statement said.

A DDA official said,
“CPWD transferred these
parks to us recently and we
will upgrade these publicspa-
ces. The new designs are rea-
dy and tendering for the work
is under way. Regarding the
area at the rear of Red Fort,
we have sought permissionto
initiate work from the Archa-
eological Survey of India, to
whom it belongs.”

To begin with, the plan for
Dilli Chalo Park at the Red
Fort's rear is in the Mughal
Charbagh style, “Taking into

' | begin in February

> Dilli Chalo Park, located

near Red Fort, to be
' developed in Mughal

Charbagh style

> Water fountains and channels
along the central axis and

floral plantations will be

3 the highlights

> Plan is to use red
sandstone with some
motifs in Dholpur or
marble, handmade tiles for
lining of waterbodies

» Sadbhavna Park

will have a grand

feature — Apollo's

fountain with horses

— as the centrepiece

» Ghata Masjid and Urdu Acad-
emy parks to be redeveloped as
neighborhood parks - -

account the existing vegeta-
tion, the design keeps a for-
mal axis focusing on various
built elements of Red Fort,”
DDA said. “There will be fo-
untains, pools and channels
along the central axis and
plantation of low floral speci-
es to add colour and variety
with sufficient sitting spaces.
An amphitheatre is positio-
ned to emphasise one of the
burjsof the historicfort.”

The details of the project
were discussed ata
recent meeting chaired
by LG VK Saxena, also
the chairman of DDA

The materials proposed to
be used in the revamp are red
sandstone with occasional
motifs in Dholpur stone or
marble and handmade tiles
for lining waterbodies. The
project also includes provi-
ding decorative lighting. The
two existing structures at the
extremities of the park, pre-
sently housing public faciliti-
es, are proposed to be turned
into food kiosks and their
spillover spaces and parking
areas revamped. The service
road abutting the park will be
redesigned to create parking
space and vendor zones near
thethree propoged entrances,
+ "Two public toilets are con-
veniently located near the ent-
rypointsandalongthe bounda-

ry wall in such a manner that
rentals for advertisements can
beexplored,” said the official.

At Sadbhavna Park, the de-
sign envisages a French lands-
cape, with a grand water featu-
re resembling the Palace of
Versailles' Apollo’s fountain
with its group of energetic hor-
ses as the focal element. An
amphitheatre and a court with
food trucks will mark the ter-
minals of the central axis.
“The design has simple linear
lawns acting as foreground to
the grand water feature with
treelined avenues to give per-
spectiveand symmetry Wepro-
pose to use marble with a dash
of kota here,” said the official.

As far as the Ghata Masjid
and Urdu Academy parks are
concerned, DDA will redesign
them as neighbourhood green
spaces to meet the require-
ments of the nearby residenti-
al area, “The key features of
the place would be two seating
pavilions, sculpture terraces, a
shaded senior citizen plaza,
children’splay area, yogalawn,
multipurpose  playground,
open gym and public facilities.
The abutting service road will
be reworked to create ample
parking space and vendor zo-
nes,” revealed theofficial.

The materials proposed to
beused herearemurram,grit
finish and pavers with the
green areas divided into
lawns and low maintenance
plantation zones.
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HT Correspondent January 10 meeting of the high- THE DECISION WAS ~ nearest STP.

letters@hindustantimescom _ Level committee (HLC) on the TAKEN ON A JAN 10 “DDA has already shared a  being put to use for horticul-
\ Yamuna — the latest meeting of list of the parks, and now GSDL  ture purposes and for the

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Pollu-  the panel — officials said, after MEETING OF THE will be used to map out a net-  revival of lakes and water bod-

tion Control Committee DDA said these 83 parkswere HLC, AFTER DDA wark and the approximate dis-  ies. Another 100mgd has been

(DPCC) has been asked to ¢re-  still functioning on borewells g A:lD THESE PARKS  tance to each STP. GSDL can proposed to recharge the

ate a network plan in consulta- — the usage of which has been also tell us the existing pipe- groundwater table in places,

?l;.lr'i% \)»\rlthdtg: Dl_,el::ti‘.lsl B-c;ard _I;‘::‘nned by the National Green P"ERE STILL lines on the map,” said the offi-  and to use it to revive Bhalswa

and the Delhi Develop- ibunal (NGT). NIN cial. Lake.
ment Authority (DDA) to con- ADPCC ofﬂ-lglal said the HLC BOWRFCPN%L[SG ON Data shared during the lat- DJB said even after this. a
has asked them to make use of ; est meeting of the HLC shows  gap of 73mgd existed.

nect 83 parks with existing
sewage treatment
(STPs), officials aware of the
development have said.

The decision was taken ona

—_—

NAME OF NEWSP,-'\PERS--__]JﬁunlIStan mii_n_{s__
arks may be connected with sewage treatment plants

plants

. -

Geospatial Delhi Limited
(GSDL) — a company that
maintains and updates spatial
data through mapping and sur-

veys — to prepare the plan,
based on which pipelines can
be laid to connect parks to the

‘MCD notice for feedback on
layout of 3 illegal colonies

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHL: The Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi has issued a
fresh public notice inviting feed-
back and suggestions for the
draft layout plans of three unau-
thorised (UA) colonies — Khirki
Extension, Swaroop Nagar and
East Azad Nagar — which will
act as model pilot projects for
the regularisation of around
1,800 UA colonies in the city.
The road network plans can be
accessed on the MCD website
(https inj) and the
residents of these colonies as well

objections,” the notice said.

People can submit their feed-
back via email to sgst.castaz-
adngr@mcd.nic.in;
sgst.kdkextn@mecd.nic.in and
swrp.ngr@med.nic.in, respec-
tively, for the three areas.

An MCD official, asking not to
be named, said that the road net-
work plans will be the first step
in regularising approximately
1,800 unauthorised colonies in
Delhi. The draft plans for the
regularisation of the three colo-
nies have been prepared with the
help of the School of Planning
and Architecture (SPA).

According to the officials, the
plan broadly proposes a road
widening exercise in these colo-
nies under three categories of

road — 6m, 9m, and 12m., "The
roads have been proposed to be
of 6m, 9m and 12m categories
and private plot owners will
have to provide space for the
road widening exercise in their
areas, paving the way for regu-

larisation,” the official said.
The proposed road network
plan specifies the colony’s
boundaries, exi roads, pro-
posed roads by widening and
augmentation, and residential
areas, along with existing gov-
emment schools, Delhi Jal Board
facilities and a police station.
“Every property in the colony
has been marked under the road
network plan. The number of
plots and extent to which they
will be affected by road widening
has also been specified,” the offi-
cial said. Unauthorised colonies
are unplanned residential settle-
ments built in violation of zoning
regulations — either in contra-
vention of Delhi's master plans
or on illegally subdivided agri-
cultural land. According to 2088
DDA regulations, RWAs should
provide land for common amen-
ities such as parks and schools,
but there has been clear reluc-
tance on the part of residents to
free up this land. i

that of the 565 million gallons
per day (mgd) of treated waste
water in Delhi, 267mgd is
torily being released in

-

mandal

NEW DELHI
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JANUARY 29, 2024
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the Yamuna, with 125mgd

“It has been decided to use
this 73mgd for these 83 parks,
but there will also be additional
water left, which can be used to

create artificial lakes, water
golf courses and even party
lawns too. This can also be put
to use in construction pro-
jects,” an official, part of the
meeting, said.

NGT had in January 2021
directed authorities in Delhi to
seal all borewells in parks hav-
ing an STP within a 5-km
radius of it, to prevent wastage
of fresh water.

It had directed agencies to
instead rely on STP water for
horticulture purposes.
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Power, sewage, schools: Residents air their woes as
DMs, other 0ﬂic1als spend weekend at Delhi’s villages

UPASIKASINGHAL
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 28

FROM GhRBhGE disposal and
choked drain to lack of medical
and education facilities: This
weekend gave residents of vil-
lagesacross 11 districts of the cap-
ital a chance to narrate their woes
directly to seniorofficials, includ-

such as the DDA, Municipal
.of Delhi (MCD), Delhi

Corporation
Jal Board (DJB), and PublicWorks «

Department - (PWD), stayed
overnight at designated villages
on January 27 and 28.

The purpose of the visit was
to foster direct engagement with

On January 2, Lieutenant
Governor (L-G) V K Saxena, fol-
lowinga session at Raj

Niwas with delegates from 180

Visits were part of Dilli Gramodaya initiative. Gajendr Yadav

villages, had announced that DMs

would spend nights in villages

‘Following this, onJanuary 7,all 11

DMs had stayed overnight ata
few villages.

On Friday, government offi-
dialsvisited 11 villages, including
Madanpur Dabas, Neelwal,
Dallupura, Burari, Aali, and
Rangpuri. The stay comprised site
inspections to areas that need
mmﬂm alnngmm open dis-

cussionwithvillagers and village
leaders on'civic issues. The offi-
dalsalso visited villages situated
close to the designated ones,
sources said.
InDallupura, the biggest prob-
lem raised by residents was
drains overflowing due to the
PWD pipes being choked with
garbage.“Whetherit rains or not,
the streets are sometimes ankle-
deepin drain water. All the shop
owners have to keep a spare

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
MDNDM’ JANUARY 29, 2024 -

wiper athand to constantly push
the water back into the open
drains,” said Dharmendar Kumar
(45), a hardware shop owner in
Pratap Chowk, Dallupura.

For Binni Kumar (39), whose
family has lived in Dallupura vil-
lage for generations, the chronic
issue of sewage has become a
source of embarrassment. “We
have complained multiple times
to the M(D and the PWDtoclean
ourstreets butour complaints fall
on deaf ears. Now, we choose to
keep our drains and streets clean
ourselves. We have no other
choice, we can't keep it that way
when our friends and family
come to visit,” Kurmar said.

In Aali village, the biggest
waorry for the residents were the
narmow streets obstructing move-
ment,and the lackof medical and
school facilities. “During emer-
gencies, the patient has to be
taken to the main road, situated
akilometre away, before they can
be put in an ambulance. This is
because our roads are so narrow
that cars cannot turn back around
once they enter the lanes,” said

Adil Ali (38),aresident. While the
village has a primary school, the
residents also expressed the de-
sire to have a senior secondary
school close by the village. They
also put forth the demand of hav-
inga government dispensary.

During the Samvaad in Aali,
South East DM Santosh Kumar
Rai said he would look into land
options for the school from the
DDA and will also inform the
Education Directorate about the
issue. In Dallupura, MCD council-
lor Munesh Dedha said all the
works shall begin by the first
week of February and be com-
pleted by the end of the
month

In Burari, North East Dethi MP
Manoj Tiwari attended the
Samvaad Sunday. Here too, the
residents talked about sewage
i e :

Tiwari also highlighted the is-
sue of residents not being able to
get new electricity connections
due toDDA's land-pooling policy
which requires residents togetan
NOC from the authority while ap-
plying for a new connection.

Yamuna panel wants 83 parks linked to STPs

@ﬂmﬂw

New Delhi: The high-level .

committee (HLC) for rejuve-
nation of the Yamuna has as-
ked Delhi Pollution Control
Committee to prepare a net-
work plan in consultation
with Delhi Jal Board and Del-
hi Development Authority to
connect 83 parks to sewage
treatment plants(STPs),

DDA had earlier informed
the HLC that these 83 parks
have no source of water, ex-
ceptborewells.

mﬂlelatﬁmsga
eting of the HLC, out
million gallons perday (MGD)
of treated STP water, 125 MGD
mwmmﬂaﬂmmm-
mmuw and water bo-

Ol.lt O‘f 565 million gaJll:lns pel' day (MGD) of treated STP wutu'. 125 MGD

Is used for horticulture and lake rejuvenation and water budlu

dies, and 267 MGD is the man-
datory return flow in the Ya-
muna, The committee had ear-
ller proposed utilising 100
MGDﬁ:rmundwatermchnr-

in byhhmh
mmmuamJ MGDor

unused treated water.
Officials said they are pre-
paringaplantomaximisethe
use of treated STP water in
various ways, including arti-
ficial lakes, horticulture,

parks, golf courses and party

lawns and explore the possi-

bility of mandatoryuseinbig

construction projects in Del-
hiafterfurther treatment.

During the eighth HLC
meeting on January 10, the
matter of DDA's 83 parks was
taken up. It was decided du-
ringthemeeting that Gegspa-
tial Delhi Limited (GSDL)

will work out the distance of

each of the 83 parks from the

nearest STP of DJB,

. “DJB will providealistalong
. with.a brief status of survey
conducted

by DJBfor useof trea-

ted water from STPs in 83 parks
of DDA. Maps prepared by
GSDL, indicating the locations
of STPs and 83 DDA Parks along
with length of piped network,
are required for each park from
the nearest STE” according to
the presentation of the HLC
which was recently shared.

Of the 83 parks, 65 are within
a 5km range from STPs while
the remaining are over 5 km
away In the meeting, it was fo-
und that STPlineshave been laid
to connect 19 parks, nine parks
are already covered in matters
related to National Green Triby-
nal and four were covered in the
existing proposalat Vasant Kunj.
However; laying of pipelinesin1g
parks is subject to permission
from NHAI, railway and Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation.
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Get Set, Go! Sports Complexes
In Dwarka To Be Ready By April

LG Asks DDA To Expedite Work, Set

Atul-Mathur@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Aquatics, lawn
tennis, wrestling, judo, foot-
ball, hockey and golf - the
Dwarka sub-city will soon ha-
veahostof facilitiesfor these
sports and a few others in the
next few months.

Reviewing the upcoming
sports complexes in Dwarka
earlier this week, lieutenant
governor VK Saxena asked
Delhi Development Authori-
ty to complete the civil const-
ruction work at the earliest
and start the operations. The
LG also directed DDA to ex-
plore the possibility of ro-
ping in private players to ope-
rate and maintain the exis-
ting sports infrastructure to
ensure the members get the
best possiblefacilities.

In the next 3-4 months,
Dwarka will havea golf cour-
se ready in Sector-24 and
centres of excellence for
wrestling, judo, karate and
kabaddi in Sector-8, for lawn
tennis in Sector-19, for foot-
ball and hockey in Sector-23
and for aquatics in Sector-33.

A Raj Niwas official said
most sports complexes are
nearing completion and the
LG directed DDA to open
them at the earliest. “The LG
has given fresh deadlines to
the DDA to complete the
work,” the officialsaid.

“Thedeadlineto complete
the construction .of the
sports complexes in Sector-8
and Sector-23 was April 30.
But the LG has directed DDA
to make them ready by Feb 29
and March 31, respectively,”
theofficial added.

Similarly, the golf course
in Sector-24, which is spread
over 158-acre area, was to be
completed by June 30 but the
LG has directed the officials
to complete it by March 31,
while the construction of the
club house, resting huts and
swimming pool can be comp-
leted by April 30,

B e
UPCOMING SPORTS FACILITIES IN
SPORTS COMPLEX, SECTOR-8

Centre of Excellence for Wrestling,
Judo, Karate and Kabaddi

Area | 9.5 hectares
Cost | 766.8 crore

Progress | 92%
Deadline | Feb 29, 2024

s June Deadline For Aquatics Centre

TR R ETIE U W

WARKA

SPORTS COMPLEX, SECTOR-19

Centre of Excellence for
Lawn Tennis

Area | 8.1 hectares
Project Cost | ¥81.8 crore
Progress | 90%

Deadline | April 30, 2024

L £ 3
FAg A ST R P

GOLF COURSE, | SPORTS COMPLEX,
SECTOR-24 SECTOR-23

Area | 80.9 Centre of Excellence for
hectares Football and Hockey
Cost | 784

o) Area | 7.9 hectare
. ®
Progress | 80% Cost | 339.7 crore

Progress | 88% s
g Ak | pecine ar 31,2024

SPORTS COMPLEX, SECTOR-33
Centre of Excellence
for Aquatics

Area | 9.2 hectares
Cost | 71095 crore
Progress | 50%
Deadline* | June 30, 2024
*Except for'swimming pool

e
¥
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) Sports Complex, Dwarka Sector-11 €) Yamuna

Sports Complex € Chilla Sports Complex £) CWG

" Village Sports Complex € Poorvi Dilli Khel Parisar,

- Dilshad Garden {3 Pitampura Sports Complex ) Major

. Dhyan Chand Sports Complex, Ashok Vihar €) Sports

~ & Complex, Rohini Sector-14 £) Saket Sports Complex

([) Siri Fort Sports Complex () Netaji Subhash Sports

Complex, Jasola i) Vasant Kunj Sports Complex () Baba

Ganganath Sports Complex, Munirka () Hari Nagar

™ Sports Complex B Paschim Vihar Sports Complex

Bhalswa Golf Course () Qutub Golf Course, Lado Sarai

o (D) Football ground at Sukhdev Vihar (D) Swimming pool
~./ and gym at Pratap Nagar

“DDA recently auctioned
the high-end and ready-to-mo-
ve-in flats and penthouses fa-
cing the golf-course to people.
While people will soon start
moving in these apartments,
the LG questioned why the golf
course cannot be completed by
then,” sald another official.

Each sports complex will

have the infrastructure for a
number of indoor and outdo-
or sports apart from other
amenities such as jogging
tracks, rest rooms and par-
king facilities. With India sta-
king claim for organising va-

rious international sports
competitions, the LG remar-
ked that these complexes of

international standards can
easily be used for training
andpractise purposes by both
Indianand foreign squads.
Officials said the LG has
alsoasked DDA tosubmitare-
port within 10days if theexis-
ting sports complexes can be
handedovertoprivate players
having the expertise in run-

ning such facilities for better
operation and maintenance
of infrastructure. “The LG
has made it clear that the pri-
vate players should be able to
improve the amenities, main-
tain the equipment and train
people without putting much
burden on users,” said an offi-
cial, privy to the discussion,
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Sustained efforts being made to

develop Delhi into global city: LG

STAFF REPORTER ® NEW DELHI

elhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena, in his
Republic Day speech, on Friday
said the central and the local
governments are making sus-
tained efforts to develop Delhi
into a global and inclusive city.
Saxena highlighted various
achievements of Delhi, includ-
ing in the fields of public trans-
port, health, power sector and
ration supply, in his speech.
In the last few years, Delhi has

made significant in the
power sector, he said. "The

Delhi-NCR for readying Delhi
to successfully host the G-20
Summit.
The government is committed
to giving top priority to health
services and making them avail
able to the people, Saxena said.
“Delhi has modernised its pub-
lic transport system. I am proud
to inform f}'cm that by 2025, 85
er cent of the public transport
uses will be electric in Delhi.
That is a big achievement on the
global level," he said.
The Centre has extended spe-
cial financial assistance under
the FAME (Faster Adoption

demand for
power is being
met without
any load shed-
ding." The LG
also lauded var-
ious agencies

Development
Authority
(DDA), Public
Works
Department
(PWD), New
D e ducieid
Municipal
Council
(NDMC),
Municipal
Corporation of
i (MCD),
Delhi Police
among others,
workers and
employees and
. people of

and Manufacturing of Electric
Vehicles) scheme, he said.
Efforts are being made for all
the sections of society aiming
for inclusive development an
72 lakh beneficiaries have
received subsidised foodgrai
from fair-price shops, the LG
said.

*The number of ‘One Nation,
One Ration Card' beneficiaries
is the highest (in the country),’
he said. The ent is also
committed to tackling air and
water pollution and conserva-
tion of the Yamuna river,
Saxena said.
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Efforts of govts. makmg city
world-class, inclusive: L-G

In his Republic Day address, Lieutenant-Governor lists various development works undertaken

in 2023 when G-20 Summit took place in the Capital; steers clear of mentioning AAP government

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ieutenant-Governor

Vinai Kumar Saxe-

na, in his Republic
Day address on Friday,
highlighted the develop-
ment work undertaken by
government agencies in
the last year and said that
many infrastructure pro-
jects are changing the face
of the national capital.

“To make Delhi a world-
class and inclusive city, our
Central and local govern-
ments are making continu-
ous efforts,” said Mr. Saxe-
na, while refraining from
mentioning the Aam Aad-
mi Party government in
Delhi.

Mr. Saxena, in his tele-
vised address, said that
2023 was extremely impor-
tant for both the nation
and the city as they hosted
the G20 Summit for the
first time. “I congratulate
the DDA, PWD, NDMC,

Wll.ldn: tall: The Delhi PDlIOE ccmtlngent rnarchlrtg down Kartavya Paih on the occasion of the TSth
Republic Day. SHV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

MCD, Cantonment Board,
Delhi Police, CPWD, NHAI,
and the Indian Air Force
for this success and the
thousands of personnel
and workers who worked
day and night. I also thank
all the people in Delhi-
NCR,” the L-G added.

Lauds infra push

Talking about the Central
infrastructure projects ug-
dertaken, he added, “Two

world-class . bomentign-

centres were launched in
the Capital in the form of
Bharat Mandapam and
Yashobhoomi. Similarly,
the RRTS [Regional Rapid
Transit System] line has
started between Delhi and
Meerut.”

Mr. Saxena also said that
Delhi has modernised its
public transport system to
suit the needs of the resi-
dents. “I am very proud to
say that by 2025, 80% of
Delhi’s buses will be elec-

tric, which will be a big
achievement at the global
level.”

He also lauded Delhi
Police for utilising technol-
ogy for the effective enfor-
cement of law and order.

“Adoption of mult-
pronged strategies, crime
mapping and identification
of hotspots, deployment of |
personnel on roads and pa-
trolling was ensured [by
the policel,” Mr. Saxena
said.
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