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161 illegal colonies 
on O zone making 
river water toxic 

Slddllanta.Mlsln 
@timesgroup.com 

New Delhi: One of the major 
interventions to keep the Ya­
muna clean was providing se­
wer connections from all 
unauthorised colonies. But 161 
colonies in the O zone of the 
floodplain, with2.3lakhhouse­
holds, have been recently iden­
tified as unattached to a sewer 
network This means that se­
wage from these areas conti­
nues to flow untreated into the 
river, contaminating its watei: 

Delhi Jal Board officials at­
tributed the drawback in provi­
ding these colonies access to 
tbe sewer network to problems 
of getting no objection certifi­
catesfrom the various agencies 
involved. They are yet to provi­
de approval for construction of 
sewage-related infrastructure. 

In order to ensure that all re­
sidents are connected witb the 
sewer network, the Mukhya­
mantri Mufi Sewer Connection 
Yojna{MMSCY)wastakenupin . 
Nov 2m9. Under this, efforts are 
being made by DJB to expand 
the existing network to cover all 
the households in the city. 

Despite DJB working on the 
river's cleaning on several 
fronts, the purification of tbe 
Yamtina remains a challenge. 
Forensuringl00% treatment of 
sewage, the state government 
has identified four focus .areas, 
one of them being expanding 
the household sewer network. 

Unauthorised construc-
tions have slowly been finding 
their way into the river zone in 
the past two decades. As per 
Master Plan Delhi, 2021, the 0 
zone comprises the entire flo­
odplainalongthe22-km stretch 

• 

of the Yarnuna in the city. No 
construction is allowed in this 
area and ownership of proper- 1 

ty in the zone is not permitted 
In the draft MPD 2041, 

whichisyettobenotified,DDA • 
has bifurcated the zone into Zo­
ne 0 -1 and Zone 0-Il. While no 
construction will be permitted 
in Zone 0-1, or the 'river zone', 
'regulated development' will 
beallowedinZoneO-Il. 

After the approval of the 
2041 MPD, officials hope work 
on cleaning the river will pro­
gress since it will take around a 
year to lay the sewerage after 
the various agencies grant the 
approvalsfortheproject .. 

According to DJB, existing 
sewage treatment plants are 
unable to do their task in some 
places. Many slums have narrow , 
lanes~ it very challenging 
to install sewer connections. To 
resolve this problem, DJBhas be­
en working on decentralised , 
STPs. These are mostly planned 
for unauthorised colonies where 
there are constraints on land and 
other factors. There are an esti­
mated 318 unauthorised colonies 
where DJB has assessed this re­
quirement Work is 1U1der way In 
some. In the rest, DJB is awaiting 
clearance from various agencies. 

Capital to add infra worth 
=t4,500 crore by April '24 
HT Correspondent 
letters@hlndustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: Eleven ongoing pro­
jects of the Delhi Development 

' Authority (DDA) in the city 
worth more than N ,500 crore 
will likely be completed over the 
next three months, the lieuten­
ant governor's (LG) office said 
on Wednesday. 

These include several slum 
rehabilitation projects, new 
sporting infrastructure in 
Dwarka and Rohini, landscaping 
work along the ghats of the 
Yamuna, a section of Bharat 
Vandana Park (Dwarka), critical 
drainage infrastructures for the 
Delhi airport, and beautification 
of spaces around Shanti Van and 
VijayGhat. 

LG VK Saxena, who is also the 
chairperson of DDA, reviewed 
these projects on Tuesday. 

In a statement, the LG office 
said these projects have the 
potential to alter the cityscape, 
ai:id ·skyline as well as push 

· towards an inclusive in situ 
rehabilitatl91_1 of slum dwellers 
-in the Capital. 

The secretariat also said that 
the LG has ordered a revocation 
of tJie contract for the develop­

! . ment pfVaishnavi nursery-<:mn-
1: garden: recreational · space in 

Ashok Vihar in North Deihl due 
to delays In this proj~. 

"LG has expressed grave 
-l(XCeption to the delay being 
caused in the development of the 
space. Valshnavi has been hang­
Ing in balance for more t,han one 

~~ct~!o!!~.~!o~a~~bPc!!!~~~ 
three months, some of which will be opened between 
February and April 

SOME OF THE PROJECTS 

Karkardooma ToD project 

COST (I N CRO RE ) LIKELY TO OPEN 

Dwarka drainage projects 

Airport drainage project 

fl,168.54 

B04.15 

f69 

Dilli Gramodaya Abhiyan, Qutabgarh NA* 

Jailorwala Bagh 

Bharat Vandana Park 1st phase 

Kathputli Colony 

Landscaping work 

Sporting infra at Dwarka, Rohini 

Walled City parks upgrade 

f421.81 

f512.47 

NA* 

B77.0S 

February 

February 

February 

February 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March-April 

June 

*Cost not available as work bewiQ oone in phases 

year with much work pending the beneficiaries by the first 
due to the non-performance of week of March. Katbpudi Cobiy 

1 
the contractor. LG ordered for project will house 2,800 &milies, 
the contract to be revoked, and in about 1,400 flats, ready for 
bank guarantee of the contractor occupation by Mardi." the offi­
to be seized, the firm be.black- cial added. 
listed and asked officers to float Similarly, the EWS housing 
a fresh tender,· an official said. component of the Karkardooma 

1 The projects that will likely be transit-oriented development 
completed over the next three project comprising 498 flats on 
months include the Jailorwala 23 floors - with a basement 
Bagh and Kathputli Colony parkingcomplex-willbeready 1 

In-situ rehabilitation. by February. 
'The Jailorwala Bagh project The LG office said the ~.I~ 

will house around 1,675 families ~ project "bas the potential ■ 
living in neighbourhood slums. to change the skyline of East 
It is complete and flats worth Delhi and bring socio«ooomic 
t421crotewil\behandedoverto changl:s.". ■ 
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t4.5k Cr DDA Projects At Finishing Line 
Saxena Takes Stock Of Progress, Fixes Timelines Between Feb And April 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK 

New Delhi: Several infrast­
ructure and beautification 
projects worth over Rs 4,500 
crore, being executed by Del­
hi Development Authority 
(DOA), are likely to be comp­
leted and opened for the pub­
lic between Feb and April 
this year. 

Lieutenant governor VK 
Saxena late on Tuesday revi­
ewed the progress of these 
projects and fixed the timeli­
nes in accordance with the 
progress that has taken place 
so far. Raj Niwas officials sa­
id the projects had the poten­
tial of altering the cityscape 
and the skyline and giving 
impetus to providing perma­
nent houses to slumdwellers. 

Theprojectsincludedin.si-· 
tu rehabilitation of slumdwel­
lers at Jailorwala Bagh and 

Kathputli Colony, transit-ori­
enteddevelopment in east Del­
hi's Karkardooma, first phase 
pf the grand Bharat Vandana 
Park in Dwarka, sporting in­
frastructure in various parts 
of the city, redevelopment of 
Qutabgarh village, airport 
drain and two others in Dwar­
ka to solve flooding and sewe­
rage management, landsca­
ping at Baansera and Vasudev 
Ghat, and redevelopment of 
four parks behind Red Fort 
and the Walled City. 

A Raj Niwas official said 
Saxena has been monitoring 
all the ongoing projects on a 
weekly basis and visiting the 
sites to assess actual pro­
gress on ground, since he to­
ok over in May 2022. 

"He also steered many 
new projects including the re­
juvenation of the Yamuna flo­
odplains by giving shape to 

LG VKSaxena 

Baansera, Asita, Vasudev 
Ghat and Vatiika, and restora­
tion of the historical Mehrau­
liArchaeologicalParlcHehas 
recently taken up the restora­
tion of the Shalimar Bagh­
Sheesh Mahal Complex while 
the historic St. James Church 
was restored and dedicated to 
the people in the last few 
months," said an official. 

The Tuesday meeting las-

ted for over three hours and 
was attended by all senior of­
ficers of DDA. Officials said 
Saxena went into details of 
the civil and electrical works, 
procurements, and mandato­
ry clearances required for 
the projects. 

A Raj Niwas official said 
Saxena "expressed satisfac­
tion" over the status of instal­
lation of ·:various artefacts 
suchasahugeNandistatueat 
Yashobhoomi in Dwarka, life­
size elephant and lion figuri­
nes, and fountains in Dwarka 
and Baansera. 

"He expressed grave ex­
ception tothedelaybeingcau- • 
sed in the development of Va­
ishnavi, the nursery-cum­
garden-cum-recreational 
spaceinAshok VJ.har in north 
Delhi," the official added. 

Vaishnavi, which was 
conceived on the very next · 

Projects had the 
potential of altering 
the cityscape and 
the skyline and 
giving impetus 
to providing 
permanent houses 
to slumdwellers 

day of Saxena taking over as 
LG, has been hanging in ba­
lance for more than a year 
with most work pending due 
to non-performance of the 
contractor. 

"The LG has asked for the 
contract to be revoked and 
forfeiting of the earnest mo­
ney and bank guarantee de­
posited by the contractoi: He 
has also directed the officials 
to blacklist the firm and float 
a fresh tender for the pro­
ject," said an official 
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Slum-dwelleflrs ~bely to ghet .j, 
over 3,000 ats y Marc ; 
L-G revie":S 'housing projects 
Satvika Mahajan 
NEW DELHI 

I'. 

More than 3,opo flats are 
likely to be allotted to shmf 
dwellers over the next two 
months as part of a rehabil-

The projects were 
initiated under the 
Centre's flaahip 
scheme. Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yolana 

itation programme taken , . . • 
up in public-private part:-" flagship scheme, Pradhan 
nership by the Delhi Deve- Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban 
,lopment Auth~rity (DOA) (PMAY-U), under which af-
under the Centre's afforda- fordable houses are pro-

beneficiaries. The cost of 
the entire project is n',168 
crore. 

During the review meet­
ing, Mr. Saxena also ex­
pressed satisfaction over 
the status of the installa­
tion of various artefacts, in­
cluding· a grand Nandi sta- . 
tue at Yashobhoomi in 
Dwarka. 

,ble housing scheme, ac- vided to lower and middle- Action against firm 
cording to a statement is- income groups. However, he expressed 
sued on Wednesday. • A total of 1,675 families concern over the delay-in . 

The statement came a will be allotted flats in Jai- the development of 'Vaish-
day after, Lieutenant-Go- lorwala Bagh by the first navi' - a nursery-cum-gar-
vemor V.K. Saxena re- week of;t\farch. The project den-cum-recreational 
viewed the progress on the has been completed at a . space - at Ashok Vlhar in 
development works being cost oft421 crore. north Delhi. 
implemented by the DOA: Similarly, around 1,400 The fate of ,'Vaishnavi' 
at a cost off 4,500 crore. flats will be made available has been hanging in.the ba-

- 1 These included three to slum -dwellers in Kath- lance for over a year due to 
. projects for ,the rehabilita- .putli Colonyby,March. the non-performance of 
iion of slum dwellers inJai- The , flats,·. constructed the contractor, the state-
lorwala Bagh, Kathputli undet~1the Karkardooma ment said. -,.., 
Colony, and Karkardooma, Transit-Oriented Develop- The, L-G had -~cted 
read the statement by tne ment,J.>roj~-will be ready • , that the contract be re­
housing authority. 1, by next month__, , ,,. . , ; voked , and the firm be 

, The projects ;were 1in- The statement said 498 blacklisted. He asked otii-
itiated wider the Ceno;e's flats will be allotted to tne ciah! to float a fresh tender. 
!o 1,J.c..:.:...-_.._ _ _ , ,. ,., 'lE! ctJ'u ~ 

J 
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LG reviews progress of important DOA projects in city 
STAFF REPORTER ■ NEW DELHI 

Delhi Lieutenant Governor 
Vinai Kumar Saxena has 

reviewed the progress of 
important projects being 
undertaken by the Delhi 
Developme nt Authority 
(DDA) in the city. "The pro­
jects worth over Rs 4,500 crore 
are slated to be completed 
between February-April this 
year and have the potential of 
positively altering the 
cityscape, the city's skyline as 
well as giving impetus to inclu­
sive in situ rehabilitation of 
slum dwellers in the national 
capital, the LG office said on 
Wednesday. 
During the meeting convened 
by him on Tuesday, the LG 
along with all concerned senior 
officers of DDA went into 
details of the civil and electri­
cal works, procurements and 

mandatory clearances required 
for the projects and fixed the 
timelines in accordance with 
the developments that have 
taken place so far. 
Saxena expressed satisfaction 
over the status of installation of 
various artefacts that include a 
huge Nand i Statue at 
Yashobhoomi in Dwarka, li fe­
size Elephant and Lion fig­
urines and fountains in 
Dwarka and Baansera. 
He expressed grave exception 
to the delay being caused in the 
developmentofVaishnavi-the 
Nursery-cum-Garden-cum­
Recreational Space in Ashok 
Vihar in North Delhi. 
"Vaishnavi, which was con­
ceived on the very second day 
of Saxena taking over as LG in 
a visit to the · location, has 
been hanging in balance for the 
past more than one year with 
much work pending due to the 

non-performance of the con­
tractor," the LG office said. 
The LG ordered for the con­
tract to be revoked, EMD and 
bank guarantee of the con­
tractor to be seized and the 
firm be blacklisted and asked 
officers to float a fresh tender. 
It may be mentioned th at 
Saxena has ever since taking 
over been monitoring all on-

iµillenniunipost 

going projects on a weekly 
basis and visiting the sites to 
assess actual progress on 
ground. 
The projects being imple­
mented by the DDA included 
Jailorwala Bagh in situ reha­
bilitation project that will 
house 1,675 families living in 
neighbourhood slums is com­
plete and will be handed over 

to the beneficiaries by the first 
week of March. 
Among others, the ambitious 
Karkardooma ToD project has 
the potential of not only 
changing the skyline of east 
Delhi, but also bringing about 
unprecedented socio-eco­
nomic changes in the area. The 
cost of the entire project is Rs 
I, 168.54 crore. 
Among others, the ambitious 
KarkardoomaToD Project has 
the potential of not only 
changing the skyline of East 
Delhi. The project will have its 
EWS housing component, 
comprising 498 flats in a G+22 
floors with basement parking 
complex will be ready by 
February, 2024. The cost of the 
entire project is Rs I 168.54 er. 
The first phase of the grand 
Bharat Vandana Park in 
Dwarka with iconic replicas of 
all States and UTs, represent-

NEW DELHI I THURSDAY, 25 JANUARY, 2024 

Delhi L-G Saxena reviews 
progress of DDA projects 

OUR CORRESOPONDENT 

NEW DELHI: Progress ofDDA projects worth 

more than Rs 45,000 crore that are likely to get 

completed between February and April was 

reviewed by Delhi Lieutenant Governor V K 
Saxena, an official statement said on Wednesday. 

In a statement, the Delhi Development 

Authority (ODA) said the ongoing projects have 

the potential of positiveWaltering the cityscape 

as well as giving impetus to the in situ rehabili­

tation of slum dwellers. Saxena reviewed the 

progress of the projects on Tuesday. 
¥The&e projects, amounting to more than 

Rs 45,00 crore, are slated to be completed 

between February-April," tJ1e statement said . 

"They have the potential of positively altering 

the cityscape, the city's skyllne as well as glv-

ing Impetus to inclusive in situ rehabilitation 

of slum dwellers in the capital;' ii added. The 

L-G, along with the concerned senior officers 

of DDA, reviewed in detail the civil and electri­

cal work, procurement and mandatory clear­

ances required for the projects and also fixed 

llmelines, It said. According to the statement, 

Saxena has steered several new projects that 

Include the rejuvenation of the Ynmuna /lood-

plains and the restoration of the historical 

Mehrauli Archaeological Park. 
"He had recently taken up the restoration 

of the Shalimar Bagh-Sheesh Mahal complex. 

The historic St. James Church and the Mehrauli 

Archaeological Park were restored and dedi­

cated to the people during the last few months." 

the statement said. During the meeting, Sax­

ena expressed satisfaction over the status of 

the installation of various artefacts including a 

huge Nandl Statue at Yashobhoomi in Dwarkil, 

and life-size elephant and lion figurines and 

fountains In Dwarka and Baansera. 
However, he expressed gnwe exception to 

the delay being caused in the development of 
'Valshnavi' - a nursery-cwn-gnrden-cum­

recreational space In Ashok Vihur in north 
Delhi, It said. 

ing a Mini India will be com­
pleted by March, 2024. The 
200 acre park, in all respects 
will be ready by June this year. 
The cost of the project is Rs 
512.47 er. 
Sporting infrastructure that 
includes Golf Course in 
DwarkaSector-24,and several 
"Cent res of Excellence" at 
Dwarka Sector-8, 19, 23 and 
Rohini Sector-33, pertaining to 

specific aquatic and field sports 
will be ready between March 
and April, 2024. The total 
amount being spent on creat­
ing this Sport Infrastructure is 
to the tune of Rs 377.08 er. 
Works under the recently 
launc h ed 
"DilliGramodayaAbhiyan" in 
all villages of the city, will 
receive a major fillip with the 
first pilot project in Qutabgarh 
VIilage getting completed by 
February. 
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