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d Sigﬁt}“ng in
Bawana keeps

forest

officials on their toes

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi forest
and wildlife department on
Tuesday said it has begun
patrolling Bawana after resi-
dents claimed they spotted a
leopard in the area.

Police said a resident of Sec-
tor 3 called the police control
room on Monday evening,
claiming he saw a leopard
chasing a nilgai into a forested
patch in the vicinity. “Our
teams reached the spot and the
forest department was also
called in,” said deputy commis-
sioner of police (outer north)
Ravi Singh.

A.senior forest department
official said a team was
deployed on Tuesday morning
to regularly patrol the area, but
said that they are yet to find
any evidence of the big cat in
the locality.

“Following the call on Mon-
day evening, our team reached
Bawana, but nothing was spot-
ted there, including any possi-
ble pugmarks. However, as a
Pprecautionary measure, a team
will continue to monitor and
patrol the area,” the forest offi-
cial said, on condition of ano-
nymity. ¥
Praveen Rana, 32, the resi-

WELL SPOTTED

Over the last few weeks, there have been several leopard
sightings across Delhi :

dent who made the call about
the leopard sighting, said he
saw the animal in his three-
acre farm patch, adding that
the leopard has not been spot-
ted since.

The sighting could have been
of a leopard moving along the

Yamuna floodplains, possibly’

coming from as far as the Rajaji
National Park in the Shivaliks,
experts said. “Leopards are a
highly adaptable species and
can survive even in ‘dense
urban environments. They sim-

The forest department is yet to find
evidence of the fresh sighting. HTARcHIVE

December12:

found dead at Alipurin
north Delhi after a
vehicle hitit on NH-44.

December 11: The
forest department got
# acall about a leopard
 sighting in Burari —
4km fromwhere a
leopard was found
dead on December12.

Déumbqr 2:Leopard
sighted multiple times
in Sainik Farms.

ply need tall grass to hide,” said
Faiyaz Khudsar, scientist
in-charge of DDA’s
Parks programme.

The possible sighting comes
almost a month after a sub-
adult leopard was found dead
at Alipur in north Delhi after it
was hit by a vehicle on NH-44,
The incident occurred on
December 12, but the forest
department, just a day earlier,
had received a call regarding a
leopard sighting in Burari —
around 4km from the spot.
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