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Statements on LG nod to notify landfor ~ No plans t0
- demolition of Ranikhera industrialaréa - yamgolish
- : nor VK Saxena
slums intended wpaniLimnaeitn T o aic: DDA
$xa11 acres of land in northwest Delhi’s Ranikhe- I ugg .
to mISIQad rafordevelopingas an industrial area. -
’ . The land was transferred to Delhi State In- New Delhi: A day after
DEODIC : DDA dustrial and Infrastructure Development Corpo- Jaunched a week-long campa-
ration (DSIIDC) by Delhi Development Authori- ign, “Ghar pachao, BJP hatao
ty in 2007 for developing a “multilevel manufac- against the BJP’s alleged mqvg
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE furinghub”, A case related to the setting upof a to “syste demolis
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 15

THE DELHI Development
Authority on Monday said that
statements regarding the dem-
olition of slums in Delhi were
“false” and “mischievous” and
“motivated with an intent to
mislead the people™.

The DDA's statementcame a
day after Delhi ministers Atishi
and Saurabh Bharadwaj visited
two slum clusters in the capital
and accused the BJP of conspir-
ingtoremove the slum dwellers.

The statement cited media
reports about the statements
made by the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP)leaders, including Atishi,
Bharadwaj and Gopal Rai, alleg-
ing “surveys being conducted
by the DDA for demolishing
slums”.

waste management facility by municipal corpo-
ration in the neighbouring area came up as a
stumbling block for the projectand the National
Green Tribunal, in December 2017, directed DSI-
IDC not to build any commercial buildingon the
said piece of land unlessthe issue wasresolved.

DSIIDC then moved the Supreme Court,
which vacated the stay on July 31, 2023.

Officialssaid aﬂerthelegalhmdhsmcle-
ared, theindustries departmentof Delhi govern-
ment took approval from CM Arvind Kejriwal to
develop Ranikhera as an industrial hub. _A_fter
the CM’sapproval, DSIIDC, undertheprovisions
of the Dethi Industrial Development Operation
and Maintenance Act, 2010, sought the approval
of the LG tonotify itasan industrialarea.

The industrial hub of Ranikhera will be an
eco-friendly project with a focus on service indu-
striessuch as IT ITES, media, biotechnology, and
pesearch, officials said. Tan
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slums”, Delhi Development
Authority issued a statement

on Monday, clarifyin ;
has noplanstoremovejhugels-
wThere have been reports re-
surveys being conduc-

unauthorised developments,
including the JJ clusters, i
Delhi will continuefrom puniti-
ve action. The statements, the-
refore, given in this regard are

ople,” the authority added.
DDA claimed that an in-
stant survey process for three
JJ clusters on Lok Kalyan
Margbegan inthe year 2011by
Delhi Urban Shelter Improve-
ment Board of Delhi govern-
ment. “We are only resurvey-
ing the area to update the list

of beneficiaries,” it stated.
There was no response from
; ttotheseclaims.
DDA further claimed that
it recen rehabillt_ated resi-
dents of JJ clusters in Kalkaji
to the total satisfaction of the
beneficiaries. During the an-
ti-demolition drive carried
out in Gokulpuri on January
13, no JJ cluster was demolis-

hed, stated the authority TN
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Number of winged guests goes down even
as variety remains same as previous years'

NO-FLY ZONE -

Kushagra.Dixit@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Fewer migratory
birds have arrived this sea-
son at Yamuna Biodiversity
Park compared withlast year,
field biologists have said.

The Yamuna Biodiversity
Park is one of the major bird
habitats within Delhi's boun-
dary Officials said the varie-
tyinspecieswasasdiverseas
in previous years but the
number of individual birds
was low. Biologists are specu-
lating about the reasons for
thelow turnout.

“This season the numbers
are very low. However, the di-
versity is fine. There are diffe-
rentspeciesthatwe canseebut
in very few numbers,” said Fa-
ivaz Khuzdar, in charge, DDA
biodiversity park program.

He said that species like
the northern shoveler, com-
mon pochard, northern pin-
tail, eurasian coots etc have
been sighted, but the num-
bersarelow

“These are some of the
major species which can be
spotted. We are not taking
about vagrants. Some species

| are yet to be spotted like the

ferruginous duck, eurasian
wigeon and brown headed
gull,” Khuzdar said.
Generally, over 80 species
of migratory birds, including
water birds such as geese,

> Drop In tumout of birds |
at Yamuna Biodiversity
Park and other habitats

» Density of species
high, but many species
not seen at all at the
biodiversity park

» Species not spotted |
Ferruginous duck,
Eurasian wigeon and
brown-headed gull

» Most sighted |
Gadwall, Eurasian coot,
great cormorant,
northern shovelers

ducks, stork, cranes, jungle
birds like thrushes, raptors
like harriers and eagles arri-
ve in the region by October.

Ahout 40 species of passage
migrants make a pit-stop,
while there are about 180 spe-
ciesof resident birds.

Last Novemnber, at the be-
ginning of the season, seve-
ral birders had pointed to the
delayed migration in and

around Delhi. They had sqid
that the population was thin,
while some major winter at-
tractions like Bar Headed
Geese, which often arrive in
large numbers by early No-
vember, couldn't be seen.
They had thencited hightem-
peratures, poor habitat he-
alth, alternative sites along
routes, delayed winters and
pollution as reasons behind
thelow count.

Now as the winter is at its
peak, birderssay that itisnot
justthe Yamuna Biodiversity
Park, but other habitats too
have heen deprived of birds
in significant numbers.

“We used tospot aver 3,000
geese at Chandu in Haryana.
This year so far, it's merely
300. Some rare birds spotted
last year like Ruddy Turnsto-
ne, Blacked Tailed Godwitetc
have not been spotted at all,”
birder Major General Arvind
Kumar Yadavsaid.

“The reason is low water
or poor habitat health. The
low count is being seen in al-
most at all major habitats in
the region. Besides, there’sa
new phenomenon this year:
where villagers could be seen
using firecrackers and
drums to drive away species
like the geese, which feed on
wheat, so disturbance is one
more reason. But, the main
issueiswater,” Yadav said.
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Jasjeev Gandhiok
lasjeev gandhiok@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Mohammad Faizan
is on his way to Neeli Theel with
three 5. The lake, around
16km inside the Ascla Bhatti
Wildlife Sanctuary in south
Delhi, has emerged a popular
‘eco-tourism attraction over the
pastyear. Ithas artificial water-
falls, landscaped gardens and
that great modern-day magnet
- selfie points,

Ittakes Faizan nearly 30 min-
utes to park his Maruti Swift
Drire: the unpaved trail to the
lake is chock-a-block with other
vehicles, and the parking lot at
the lake can only accommodate
5060 cars — far from the num-
ber of visitors on this sunny

y afternoon in an other-
‘wise cold Ji

Accarding to Delhi forest
department officials, on typical
weekends, the sanctuary —
‘home to leopards, striped hye-
nas and golden jackals — hosts

up to 500 visitors a day. The

number is likely an underesti-
mate — wildlife experts who
frequently visit the sanctuary
say the figure is closer 101,000
per day on weekends.

_ One major reason for such
large crowds could be the low
price of entry —tickets are
priced at Rs 10{en¥fm'cln]
dren below the 5 years is
free), while itmsts another Rs
10 per recording device (nclud-
ing smartphones).

In February 2023, Delhi’s
environment minjster Gopal Rai
formally opened the eco-tour-
ism spot near Neeli Jheel for vis-
itors. A few months before that,
Delhi lieutenant governor VK
Saxena had inaugurated four
artificial waterfalls at the lake,
along with a 4-km long trelddng
trail, as part of a larger eco-tour-
ism plan for the area.

To be sure, the sanctuary has
always been open for visltors,
thuugh till late 2021, the entry
fee was Rs 500 per person.

As Neeli Jheel ismund 16km
inside the sanctuary, most visi-
tors are obliged to drive their pri-
vate cars. To be sure, the sanctu-
ary does have some golf carts to
take visitors to the lake, but there
are only 10 such vehicles, they do
not set off from the sanctuary
gate till they are full, and they
have ne windows — which
means that the 16km journey to
the Iake on a dusty, unpaved

T

Asola faces ecological damage crowds swell

(Gmtmhmmp}m'nrhughumuﬂuu&'-" i k
winding I6km

route can be quite tedious.
The explosion in visitors to
the sanctuary has alarmed wild-
life and ecological experts who
worry about how it conld possi-
bly undo the restoration work at
this vital green lung of Delhi.

Impact on animals

in sanctuary

Asola Bhati was declared a
sanctuary in 1991, and the 32.7
sqkm area is part of the south-
em Ridge —an extension of the
Aravalli hill range — that forms
an important wildlife corridor
from Sariska in Rajasthan to the

The sanctuary has an eco-
sensitive zone (ESZ) of around
15.55 sqkm (as declared by the
Union of environment
and forests in 2017), which pro-
hibits activities such as mining,
quarrying, and discharge of
effluents, and regulates con-
structlon and felling of trees.
Activities permitted include

entrance tothe lake.

ralnwater harvesting, the use of
eco-friendly transport, and the
use of eco-friendly fuels.

A two-year mammal census
carried out by Sohail Madan —
former centre manager of
Asola, who was part of the Bom-
bay Natural History Society
(BNHS) —and his team between
2019 and 2021 revealed 17 differ-
ent species at the sanctuary,
including a healthy count of
mongoose, golden jackals, and
civets. Camera traps also cap-
tured eight different leopards, a
striped hyena, hog deer, nilgal
and blackbucks. Around 249
bird species have also been
sighted at Asola over the years,
which includes birds such as
the pallid harrier (Circus
macrourus) and the Egyptian
vulture (Neophron percnop-

Surya Prakash, a zoologist
and birder who has been visit-
ing the sanctuary for over two
decades, said the area has seen a

aphs near Mhl:c:(:mluckupmuthqmum

huge change after the price of
admission was slashed.

“There is no restriction on
the number of vehicles, with
200 to 300 cars every day not
only leading to noise pollution,
but air pollution too. At the
same time, littering takes place
" sald Prakash, adding that
sightings of animals such as the
golden jackal and spotted deer
along the main trail has drasti-
cally reduced as a result.

“Even if an animal is spotted
near this trail, visitors stop their
cars and step out to click pie-
tures. Seeing a large number of
visitors invariably makes the
animal flee,” Prakash said.

The zoologist also noted that
the perfectly manicured lawns
along the lake have led to a
drastic reduction in the number
of birds and butterflies in that
area. "We used to see a lot of
birds, such as the white-capped
bunting, munias, rosefinches,

and the blue rock thrush near

ARYEHD YADWY/HT PHOTOS

Neell Jheel, but the area has
been landscaped completely.
Similarly, butterflies are not
being seen, because only orna-
mental flowers and plants are
grown thers now,” Inesﬂd

Expem believe that a “car-
Tying capacity” — the maximum
number of people allowed at
any given time in an area —
needs to be defined for Asola to
restrict the number of visitors
and vehicles entering the sanc-
tuary to maintain ecological
balance.

“In a sanctuary or an animal
reserve, it ks important tohave a
carrying capacity defined,
which at present has not been
done for Asola. This means
there is no cap on the number of
visitors at any given time and
50, many vehicles are enteri
simultaneously, which can lea
todisturbances in animals’ hab-
Itar," said Sohail Madan,

According to Madan, there
have been some attempts to

define a carrying capac;'iy fl:-r
Asola, but the process is still

bett or Sariska, where only a lim-
ited number of vehicles - with
permits — are allowed. Similarly,
there is a maximum cap on the
number of visitors,” he said.

What a spet

check revealed

HT visited the sanctuary on
Smdnyaﬂ:ggn.hm

10 enter ol era long queuve
atthe ticket counter. Tg:eglsur

was maintained, with each visi-
tor asked to share the -
tlon number of the they

were taking inside, along with
the total number visitors in
each vehicle. Thereafter, a

handwritten slip was handed

over to the visitors, “allo

them to go on ahead in their
vehicle,

Visitors to the sanctuary can
also log on to the Delhi forest
department website and buy
tickets online, so the queue at
the ticket counter is not a true
reflection of the actual number
of visitors on any day.

‘ltamehms.l’termtchmg
an Instagram reel. which
described the sanctuary as a
hidden gem of Delhi. I saw a
video of the lake and how scenic
it looked, so we thought of hav-
ing a picnic bere,” said Achal
Gupta, 32, who came with his
family from

on certain tails, there is no
monitoring, and there are no
guardsloensu:emmplhnc:

near the trail where the vehicles
were plying. and a bevy of spot-
ted deer saw' at least five vehi-

with some visitors trying to emter
the forested patch for a better
view, causing the deer to flee.

Faiyaz Khudsar, scientist
in-charge of DDA's Biodiversity
Parks programme, said that
sometimes, just the sound of
vehicles can be enough to make
an animal flee. “This is why in
protected areas, the number of
vehicles allowed is defined and
pre-registered by the forest
department. and onlya handful
of these are allowed. No diesel
vehicles are allowed either. Itis
important to bave such restric-
tions in place,” he said.

HT reached cut to the forest
and wildlife department, which
said it was planning to curtail
the number of vehicles to 20 in

Wephnlobl'ln,gd{mnthepe
mitted number of vehicles ina
day to 20, but this will be done
once we have enough electric
golf carts available,” said Sun-
eesh Buxy, Delhi's principal
chief conservator of forest and
chief wildlife warden.

The LG House. when con-
tacted, said the sanctuary was
being run and maintained by
the Delhi forest ent.

departm
The Delhi government did
not respond to HT's querles for
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TUESDAY | JANUARY 16, 2024

ieutenant ‘Governor Vinai
LKuma.r Saxena has given his
nod for notifying 147 acres of
land in northwest Delhi’s Rani
Khera locality for developing it
as an industrial area, Raj Niwas
officials said on Monday.
The land was transferred to the
Delhi State Industrial and
Infrastructure Development

; Corporation (DSIIDC) from' ~of the Master. Plan of Ddhlh

the Delhi Dcvel%;é;ﬂe'nt
_Authority (DDA) in 2007. |
’éThe Dtgrm'c" had plans to
| develop the multi-level manu-
. facturing hub but due to the
| stay impased by the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) on
December 14, 2017, the project
got stuck until the Supreme
Court vacated the NGT order
on July 31, 2023.

Delhi LG gives nod for
notifying 147 acres in
Rani Khera for industry

STAFF REPORTER 8 NEW DELHI

After the legal hurdles were
cleared, the Delhi governments
Industries department sought
Saxena’s approval on January 3
for notifying Rani Khera for
development as an industrial
area by the DSIIDC under the
provision of Sub-section (k) of
Section 2 of the Delhi
Industrial Development
Operation and Maintenance
(DIDOM) Act, 2010, in terms

2021,
._Pje Lieutenant Governor’s nod
or notifying 147 acres of land
in Rani Khera Industrial area
comes three munthifafter he
ve similar approval for spec-
Ff?’ing 55.20agcres of land at
Baprola Industrial area in
September 2023 and 920 acres
of land at Kanjhawala
Industrial area in May 2023,
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L-G gives nod to notify 147 acres
ofland for industrial development

In Rani Khera locality of North West De]hi

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Lieutenant
Governor (L-G) of Delhi, V K
Saxena gave the green light to
notify 147 acres of land in Rani
Khera, North-West Delhi for
developing it as an industrial
area, informed sources from
Raj Niwas on Monday,

The land was transferred
to the Delhi State Industrial
and Infrastructural Develop-
ment Corporation (DSIIDC)

-from the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) in 2007, with

the intention of developing a
Multilevel Manufacturing Hub.
The project was on hold
due to a stay imposed by the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT) on December 14,2017,
till the Supreme Court vacated
the order on July 31, 2023.
Following this, the Indus-
tries Department in Gov-
ernment of National Capital
Territory of Delhi sought for
Saxena’s approval to notify the
Rani Khera Industrial area to

be developed as an industrial

L-G VK Saxena

area by the DSIIDC under Sub-
section (k) of Section 2 of the
Delhi Industrial Development
Operation and Maintenance
(DIDOM) Act, 2010 in terms
of the Master Plan of Delhi
2021, the sources informed.
They added, ‘While sub-
mitting the proposal of Rani
Khera industrial area, the L-G
was informed that the Cen-
tre’s law officer has opined
that the Judgement passed by
the Supreme Court is amply
clear in holding that the land

FILEPIC

in question is released from
being used for the purpose of
the solid waste management
and hence, the querist is not
prevented from using the land
for the purposes for which is
was acquired’

This decision comes three
months after the Lieutenant
Governor had given similar
approval for 55.2 acres of land
in Baproal industrial area in
September 2023 and 920 acres
in Kanjhawala Industrial area
in May 2023.

DDA issues clarification
on demolition issue

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
Development  Authority
(DDA) released a statement
on Monday denying claims of
demolishing any of the slums.
‘At the outset, it is brought
on record that none of the
slums have been demolished
and they cannot be demolished
because of the fact the Cen-
tral government has recently
extended the validity of the
National Capital Territory of

" Delhi Laws (Special Provi-

sions) Second Act, 2011 up to
December 31, 2026 for a period
of three years, thus continuing
protection of certain unauthor-
ised developments including
the ]] Clusters, in Delhi from
punitive action, mentioned the
Authority.

This statement comes in the
face of accusations raised by the
Aam Aadmi Party leaders and

This statement

comes in the face of
accusations raised
by the AAP leaders
and members of
Delhi Legislative
Assembly, Saurabh
Bharadwaj and
Afishi

members of Delhi Legislative
Assembly, Saurabh Bhardwaj
and Atishi.

“The Bharatiya Janata Party-
led central government is con-

spiring to raze the slum areasof  ~

Delhi and relocate its residents
40 to 50 kms away from their
homes. AAP and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal are
standing with them, said Atishi
while visiting B R Camp slum.
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