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The Delhi Development 

Authority on Friday said it 
would open the outdoor sports 
facilities for lawn tennis, bas-
ketball, cricket and mini foot-
ball at the historic Roshanara 
Club here from January 13. 
The move comes months after 
the century-old club -- the 
cradle of Indian cricket - was 
on September 29 sealed by the 
Delhi Development Authority, 
which had taken possession of 
club. 
The DDA has decided to open 

1 
the outdoor sports facilities for 

' playing lawn tennis, basketball, 
cricket and mini football (fut-
sal) ground of the club, to the 

• general public "w.E.F. 9 am 
from January 13, 2024 at a 
nominal price on the basis of 
pay-and-play," the urban body 
said in a statement. According 
to ODA, those who are inter-
ested to avail the facilities will 
have to fay a nominal fee on 
basis o pay and play. For 
cricket during weekdays, the 
nominal fee is Rs 11,800 and 

I --

is fixed for one hour. Similarly, 
Rs 240 per hour is fixed for 
Tennis (Synthetic court) and Rs 
l 00 for clay court. Established 
in 1922, the club is one of the 
oldest clubs in Delhi. 
The club is committed to pro-
vide a top-notch sports expe-
rience so that fitness enthusi-
asts can indulge in their 
favourite outdoor activities. 
Everyone is requested to come 
and have the best experience in 
the salubrious ambience of the 
club, it added. 
The historic club was estab-

lished on August 15, 1922. 
Endowed with natural beauty, 
green pastures and colonial-era 
charm, the Roshanara Club, 
located in north Delhi, has 
emerged as one of the most 
prestigious clubs in the coun-
try. 
In November, the Delhi Hi~ 
Court had rejected a plea seek-
ing reopening of the club, not-
ing that it had already direct-
ed the authority to devise a 
scheme to run it. 
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ODA allots 181 
acres of land to 
7 govt varsities 
and institutions 
OUI COIIESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
Development Authority 
(DOA) has allotted 181 acres 
ofland to 7 government uni-
versities and institutions of 
Delhi to'develop campuses 
in Nattla tollowing Lieuteil-

. -ant Governor VK Saxena's 
promise to make the area 
• an educational hub. 

Delhi. Pharmaceutical 
Sciences and Research Uiµ-
versity (DPSRU) has been 
allotted 16.73 acres, Guru 
Gobmd Singh lndraprastha 
·University (GGSIPU) has 
been given 22.43 acres, 
Delhi Skill and Entrepre-
neurship University (DSEU) 
10 acres, !ndraprastha Insti-
tute of Information Technol-
ogy, Delhi (IIIT-D) got 20 
-acres, Delhi 'Technological 
University was allotted 
47.46 acres. Delhi Teach-
ers University (DeTIJ) 
received 12.69 acres and 
Indira.Gandhi Delhi Tech-
nology University for 
Women got 50 acres. : 

t "Saxena had, in a meet· 
: ing with officials in Octo• 
ber last year, directed that 
apart from ongoing devel-
, opments in the area, that 
include residential, courts, 
police, hospital and prjson 
complexes, DPA should 
strive to develop the Narela 
Sub-city into an educa· 
ttonal hub. 1hjs apart from 
providing much-needed 

•.land to cramped Univer-
sity Campuses in the city, 
would also provide a fillip 
to the Infrastructural devel • 
opment of the Narela Sub-
city.' informed Raj Niwas 
sources. 

They added that follow-
Ing the meeting, DDA met 
l\?th multiple stakehold-
ers, including universities 
and have issued allotment 
letters to all of thein. The 
allotted land would meet 
the universities and insti-
tutes' requirements since 
they had limited campus 
space till now. 

rRrll tf 7 fu~ctfct£Jlt1(1). 
c1~<15)~3ildfca 

January 13, 2024 
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1Delhi's Roshariara Club to open 
q~tdoor sports facilities from today 
Press Trust of India 

'NEW DELHI 

tThe· Delhi Development 
;~thotity (ODA) said it will 
iopen .:the outdoor sports 
,facilities, including lawn 
jtennis, _basketball, cricket, 
anq mini football, for the 
ipublic at the historic Rosh-
anara Ch,1b from Saturday. I "The club Is committed 
to providing a top-notch 
.sports el(perience so that 
ntness enthusiasts can in-

dulge in their favourite 
outdoor activities," the 
agency said in a statement 
on Friday, adding that the 
facilities will cost a nomi-
nal price on a pay-and-play 
basis. 

The move comes 
months after the century-
old club - known as the 
cradle of Indian cricket -
in north De1hi was sealed 
on Septern~r 29 last year 
by the DDA, which took. 
possession of the club in 

the same month. 
The authority in Sep-

tember had clarified in a 
statement that the club 
was taken over because it 
had extended its premises, 
"illegally occupying land 
worth thousands of crores, 
for years•, and allowed en-
croachment on at least 3.S 
acres worth '180 crore out 
of the 23.29 acres it W<\s 
leased. The ODA had also 
disbanded the then man-
agement of the club. 
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Centre wants to· demolish all 
slums in Capital, alleges AAP 
OUR CORRESPONDENT 

NEWDELIIl: The AamAadmi 
Party (AAP) alleged on Friday 
that the BJP-led Centre wants 
to demolish all slwns in Delhi. 

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Delhi Cabinet ministers 
Atishi and Sa'QI'abh Bharadwaj 
said slwns in the national Capi-
tal are being demolished "in 
an inhwnan manner~ without 
rehabilitating the affected slwn 
dwellers. 

.Atishi alleged that at a meet-
ing on January 9, the Centre 
directed land-owning agen-
cies, such as the Delhi Devel-
opment Authority (DDA) and 
the Municipal Corporation of 
Delhi (MCD), to clear all slum 
clusters in the city. 

Atishi said whenever elec-
tions are held in Delhi, be it 
for the Lok Sabha, Assembly or 
the MCD, the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) makes a promise to 
slum dwellers that it will build 
houses for them wherever they 
are residing. Before every elec-
tion, the BJP .releases advertise-
ments in this regard, the leaders 
of the p;uty go to ~e slums 
and fill up forms, p,romising 
houses fo, -~ slum dweller, 

Takeaways ............... . 
» Delhi Cabinet ministers 

Atishi and Sourabh 
Bharadwaj said slums 
in the national Capital 
are being de,:nolished 
'i, an inhuman marv,er', 
without rehabilitating the 

• affected slum dwellers 
» Atishl. alleged that at a 

meeting on January 9, the 
Centre directed land-
owning agencies, such as 
the Delhi Development 
Authority (DOA) and the 
Municipal Corporation of 

she added. The AAP leader 
said just before the MCD polls, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
had distributed some 500 flats 
to people in Kalkaji and the BJP 
released a full-page newspa-
per advertisement, saying each 

• slum dweller in Delhi would 
be given a house within a five-
kilometre radius of their current 
residences. 

"Soon after the election, the 
prime minister handed the keys 
to the flafS in a housing complex 

Delhi (MCD), to clear all 
slum clusters in the city 

» Delhi BJP chief Virendra 
Sachdeva accused the 
AAP govenvnent in 
Delhi of not allowing the 
implementation of the 

to people, while the BJP-gov-
emed DDA ordered the demo-
lition of the slums adjacent to 
that complex;' she alleged. 

Atishi claimed that after 
elections, the BJP either demol-
ishes slums, relocates the 
affected slum dwellers to foot-
paths or sends them to places 50 
kilometres away, where there are 
no jobs for them, no schools for 
their children and no means of 
transportation. 

"The BJP-led central gov-

Pradhan Mantri Awas 
Yojana in the national 
Capital and not allotting 
areuld 50,000 Rajiv 
Awas houses that have 
already been C0l'lS1ructed 
to the urban poor 

ernment is conspiring to com-
pletely remove slums from 
Delhi under a conspiracy in 
a systematic way:• the Delhi 
minister alleged Echoing siin-
ilar views, Bharadwaj alleged 
that thl Centre is demolishing 
jhuggi jhopri (JJ) colonies under 
a conspiracy. 

He said it is the duty of the 
land-owning agencies to reha-
bilitate the slum dwellers. 

Bharadwaj said some noti-
fied JJ clusters were removed 

- - - .. 

I DDA reopens Roshanara Club 
for outdoor sports facilities . , . 

•1 : NEWDJllJ;IJ: The Pelhl P~~-
rt P~nt AµthPrlty !UlJ}9\PWCd 

~),ton to reQp,n me 
~,hanua Club fQr P"tdoC>r 
tp()rtl ~UUies on Friday, ' 

'Jhe f4cQltie1 fur Lawn ten-
nJ,, Buketball, CrJ,cla,t and 
Mint Football will l>e Qpen to 
the general public from Janu, 
ary 13 at 9 AM, for a c.harge!lble 
fee. The charges range from Ra 
100 to Rs 16,500._gepending on 

~ach apPrt. The duration of the two premiwn free leases dw:-
gam~ i\l,o V11Tie4 from 1 hour ing the British Raj, which could 
to M> miqptes, the club will be be extended for 30 years each, 
open f pr all days, ~xcept Mon- with no provision for renewal or 
day fn>m,7 AM to S PM. extension after. Upon the ter-

The club had been shut on mination of its leases the club 
Septembtr 29, after the Author- had submitted representations 
ity evicted all workers and took for extel,Uions but DDA claims 
possession of t,he Roshanara they were rejected, following 
Club premieea, after the1 ciub's • , whi~ eyi<;tion proceedings were 
lcMO~ had expired l"12012 and • ·,i~e<\byt1'e<;:entralZont&tate 
2012. Toe clubJutd.Pe~n pnted Officer, • • MPOST 

despite court orders. 
He added that in the last 

couple of years, most of the 
demolition drives were car-
ried out on land belonging to 
the Centre, despite a clear-cut 
policy available in the matter. 
Hundreds of schoolgoing chil-
dren and women involved in 
odd jobs have become home-
less due to these demolitions, 
he added 

The AAP leader said 
before the G20 Summit, a JJ 
colony at Dhaula Kuan was 
demolished despite the deputy 
chief minister's orders to the 
contrary. 

Reacting to the allega-
tions, Delhi BJP chiefViren-
dra Sachdeva accused the 
AAP government in Delhi of 
not allowing the implemen-
tation of the Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana in the national 
Capital and not allotting around 
50,000 Rajiv Awas houses 
that have already been 
consttucted to the urban poor. 
denying them an opportunity 
for a better life. 

Sachdeva said that for-the 
sake of political. survival. the 
AAP is raising issues fucwhich 
it itself is responsible. 
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I Kite~festival on 'Makar Sankranti' 
also tribute to Lord Ram: L-G 

'Lord Ram is said to have fiown kites in his childhood' 
OUR CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI: Delhi Lt Gov-
ernor V K Saxena on Saturday 
said the two-day intemjltional 
kite festival being ceJebrated 
in Delhi on the occasion of 
'Makar Sankranti' is also a 
"tribute to one of our prime 
deities': Lord Ram. 

Lord Ram is said to have 
, "flown kites in his childhood. 
' along with his brothers;' Sax-I ena said. • t He was,addressing a gather-

ing at the opening ceremony of 
the 'Patang {!tsav being hosted 
at 'Baansera' -- a_sustainabi}ity-
themed bamboo park located 
at Sarai Kale'Kh'an on the banks 
of the river Yamuna. 

The festival, being organ-
ised by Delhi Development 
Authority (DDA), has•major 
attractions including a theme 
pavilion, which displays "his-
tory of kites, in the form of a 
kite gallery showing use of kites 
during time.s of war, ·fighter 

r kites, and the significance of 1 kites in India:• according to 
I officials . ... 

L-G VK Sa~ena with BJP leader 
.H~rsh Vardhan during kite 
festiYal,'-on Saturday 

' The 'Patang tJtsav- was 
inaugurated a day.ahead of 
the 'Makar Sankranti' festival. 

'We are celebrating today 
an international kite festival 
at a place that was reclaimed, 

• rejuvenated and regenerated. 
This used to be a garbage dump 
of Delhi's construction and 
demolition waste. What you 
see now is a beautiful abode of 
bamboos: Saxena said. 

He added that celebrating 
this kite festival on the occa-

sion of 'Makar Sankranti' is 
"also a tribute to one of our 
prime deities, Lord Shri Ram, 
who is said to have flown kites 
in his childhood, ~ong with his 
brothers~ 

As a nation that possi-
bly provided the world with 
its "fullest experience" in fly-
ing by· human ·endeavours, 
this kite festival prevalent 
across the globe for centu-
ries now, wouldn't-have been 
more appropriate as "a sym-
bol of basic human endeavour 
of soaring and breaking free," 
he said 

'This bamboo park, 'Baan-
sera: is a tribute to that human 
endeavour. It aims at provid-
ing people of Delhi the much-
needed public spaces in the 
capital on one hand. and on 
the other ensure that the rich 
biodiversity of the floodplains 
is preserved and maintained: 
Lt .Governor Saxena further 
added. . 

On the occasion;, the Lt 
Governor also unveiled the 
2024 calendar published by 
theDDA. 
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Kite festival celebrations on Makar Sankranti tribute to Lord Ram: LG 
STAFF REPORTER NEW DELHI 

Delhi Lt Governor Vmai 
Kumar Saxena on Saturday 

said the two-day international 
kite festival bong celebraltd m 
Delhi on the occasion of 
'Makar Sanknnti' is also a 
"tribute to one of our prime 
deities~ Lord Ram. Lord Ram 
is said to have "flown kites m 
his childhood, along with his 
brothers; Saxena said. 
He was addressing a gathenng 
at the opening ceremony of the 
'Patang Utsav' being hosted at 
'Baa=ra' -- a sustainab1hty-
thcmed bamboo park located 
at Sarai Kale Khan on the 
banks of the river Yamuna. 
The fcstlval. bong organised by 
Delhi Development Authority 
(DOA), has major attnctions 
Including a theme pavilion, 
which dlsplays "history of kites, 
In the form of a late gallery 
showmg use of lates during 
times of war, fighter latcs, and 
the significance of kites an 
India." according to officials. 
The 'Pa!ang Utsav' was inau-

a day ahead of the 
Makar Sankranu' festival. 
Wllh more than 30 pro(essional 
btlsll from different states 
par1idpallng. the Kite festival, 

• also has attractions hke a 
theme pavihon displaying the 
hmory of lates in the form of 
late gallery, a classical Patang 
Bazaar for people to buy and fly 
kites and traditional food and 
handicrafts stalls. Besides, cul-
tural performances by folk 
arusts showcasing lnd1as cul-
tural diversity and exclusive 
activities have been planned for 
kids in the form of a kids zone. 
•we arc celebratmg today an 
1nte.mat1onal kite fcstJVill at a 
place that was reclaimed, reju• 
venated and regenerated. This 
used to be a garbage dump of 
Dclhl's construcuon and dcmo-
htion waste. What you sec now 
as a beautiful abode of bam-
boos; Saxena said. 
He added that celebrating thas 
kite festival on the occasion of 
'Makar Sankrantt' IS "also a 
tnbute to one of our pnme 
deities, Lord Shri Ram, who Is 
said to have flown lates In his 
childhood, along with has 
brothers•. The Delhi Lt 

also quoted a couplet 
from a scnpturc. 
As a nation that posslb!,r, pro-
vided the world with its fullest 
experience• ln flying by human 
cndnvours, this late festival 
prevalent across the globe for 

-THE~ 

I 
Makar Sankranti kite festival 
is a tribute to Lord Ram: L-G 

I Delhi Lleutenant-<iovemor VJC. Saxena OD 
Saturday iakl the two-day IDlmladona1 kite 
festival being celelnred In Deihl cin the oa:asioo 

1 of Makar Sankrand ls a "tribute to one of our 
prime deities - Lord Ram, who ls said to have 
llown kites in his childhood, along with his 
brothers•. The L-G made the comment while 
addressing a gathering at the opening ceremony 

, oflhe 'Patang Utsav' being hosled at Baansera, a 
bamboo~ at Sarai Kale Khan. "' 

c,nturics now, wouldn't have 
bten more appropriate as •a 
symbol of basic human cndnv-
our of soaring and breakmg 
free.• he said. 
"This bamboo park. 'Baanscra; 
as a tribute to that human 
endeavour. It aims at providing 
people of Delhi the much-
needed public spaces in the 
capital on one hand, and on the 
other en,ure that the rich bio-
diversity of the floodplains 1s 
preserved and maintained; 
Saxena said. 
To enhance the ccolog,cal char-
acter of the Yamuna floodpWns 
and make it more people-
friendly by developing it as a 
recreational and cultural venue. 
Saxena had laid the foundation 
of 'Baanscra' an August 2022 
and ii was developed in ,ix 
months. More than 25,000 spe· 
caal varielies of Bamboo 
saplings brought from Assam 
were planted here. 
A classic 'Patang Bazaar' Is 
also operational licrc for peo-
ple lo buy and 0y kites and 
embrace Dellu's slues with a 
"riot of colo~ Saxena, also 
the chairman of the DOA, said 
on Saturday. "Besides, tradi-
tional food and handicraft 
stalls have also been set up for 

J 14.01.-::1 
~' b":.'kar.com I 

(@JJ 1Jm«RI ffiJ 
31P6,l!ffift.\,ft~3ffilJlll! 

public. along with cultural per· 
formances by folk artistes to 
showcase our diversity. I assutt 
you that many such events 
will be planned in the future to 
promote case of IJVing for the 
people of Delhi; he added. 
On the occasion, the Lt 
Governor also unvealed the 
2024 calendar published by 
the ODA. II 
contains 
images of vari-
ous monu-
ments and 
other pubhc 
spaces 
Delhi. 
U n I o n 
Manaster of 
State for 
External 
Affairs & 
Culture, 
Meenaksh1 
L e k h 1 , 
Members of 
Parliament, 
H a r s h 
Vardhan. 
Ramesh 
B1dhuri and 
Gautam 
Gambhar, 
MLA O P 
Sharma, Chief 

Secretary Naresh Kumar and 
Dcllu Pohce Commissioner 
SanJ•Y Arora were present on 
the occa51on. Besides, foreign 
envoys and diplomats from 
countries lake Seychelles, 
Mongolia, Mah, Burundi, 
Bohv1a, Niger, Austna, 
Maldives, Libya and Peru also 
participated in the fes11val. 

The 2-day festival will sec over 
30 professional kitists from 
Raiasthan, Sikkim, 
Maharashtra, Karnataka. 
Puniab, Lakshadweep and 
Guiarat cxh1b1ung their art. 
Kites of vanous shapes. sizes 
and colours, ancluding tri-
colour, train and eagle will 0y 
during the fcstr,al 
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5,000 visit Baansera to celebrate kite festival 
STAFF NEW DELHI 

More than 5,000 people 
visited the sustainability-

themed bamboo park 
'Baansera' here to celebrate the 
two-day international kite fes-
tival that ended on Sunday.The 
"Patang Utsav' organised by 
the Delhi Development 
Authority (DDA) was inaugu-
rated by Delhi Lieutenant 
Governor (LG) VK Saxena on 
Saturday. 
According to DDA, people 
came out in large numbers with 
their families on the second day 

of the festival at 'Baansera' in 
the Sarai Kale Khan area on the 
banks of river Yamuna. 
According to Raj Niwas offi-
cials, over 5,000 people visited 
the park to celebrate the kite 
festival, and all tickets were sold 
out by the second day. 
The festival's success has also 
opened the way fur the DDA to 
organise more such events at 
different sites in the city, a 
senior official said. The officials 
said that cultural performances 
such as Bhangra, Garba, 
Ghoomar, and Bihu were also 
a big hit at the evenL 

[ 
,~ .:, 

The festival also saw over 30 
kite enthusiasts from Rajasthan, 
Sikkim, Maharashtra, 

1 
Karnataka, Punjab, 
Lakshadweep, and Gujarat 
exhibit their skills.Kites of var-

ious shapes, sizes, and colours, 
including those themed on the 
Indian national flag, trains, 
and eagles, were flown during 
the festival. 
The festival also had major 
attractions like a theme pavil-
ion displaying the history of 
kites in the form of a gallery, 
food stalls, and an exclusive 
kids' zone.Besides, handcraft 
stalls from various states, 
including Karnataka, 
Rajasthan, Bihar, and Himachal 
Pradesh, were put up during 
the festival. A 'Plant Bazaar' was 
also set up for people to buy 

plants. 
Besides Saxena and other dig-
nitaries, foreign envoys and 
diplomats from countries like 
Seychelles, Mongolia, Mali, 
Burundi, Bolivia, Niger, 
Austria, Maldives, Libya and 
Peru also participated in the 
festival, the official said. 
The event was planned as a 
recreational opportunity for 
people to visit along with their 
families to enjoy festivals on the 
auspicious occasion of Lohri, 
Makar Sanlcranti, Bihu, Maghi, 
Uttarayani, and Pongal, he 
added. 

r-- ------------------

Slum demolition sparks war 
of words between AAP, BJP 
STAFF 
NEW DELHI 

Delhi Cabinet ministers 
Atishi and Saurabh 

Bharadwaj on Sunday visited 
slum clusters in the national 
Capital and accused the BJP of 
conspiring to remove slum 
dwellers while the Leader of 
Opposition in Delhi Assembly, 
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri 
slammed the Arvind Kejriwal 
government saying AAP lead-
ers are shedding crocodile 
tears for the slum dwellers 
these days. "If slum dwellers 
are removed anywhere in 
Delhi, flats are ready in Delhi 
for their rehabilitationt he 
said. 
On Sunday, Atishi visited B R 
camp slum while her Cabinet 
colleague Bharadwaj met res-
idents of slums near the 
Safdarjung Flying Club in 
south Delhi. 
"The BJP-led central govern-
ment is conspiring to raze the 
slum areas of Delhi and relo-
cate its residents 40 to 50 km 
away from their homes. AAP 
and (Delhi) Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal are standin~ 
with them (slum dwellers},' 
Atishi said, during her visit to 

the slum cluster. 
She said, "Today, I visited BR 
Camp, located just behind the 
Race Course, where approxi-
mately 500 houses are cur-
rently occupied. The BJP had 
promised residents, before 
every election, that it would 
provide a house in place of the 
existing houses they are living 
in. Residents of BR Camp 
showed the forms they had 
filled out before the elections 
to secure homes from the 
BJP". 
" A notice by the DOA has 
been pasted on the houses, 
informing residents that their 
houses will be demolished. 
They have been told that some 
of them will get houses in 
Narela, which is about 50 kilo-

meters from here. However, 
the people of BR Camp are 
sure that they want a house 
where they are already living 
because that is what the law 
also says," Atishi added. 
Echoing similar views, 
Bharadwaj said that drivers, 
maids, cooks, etc have been 
living in Delhi's JJ clusters with 
their families. 
Taking a dig at the AAP gov-
ernment, Delhi BJP President 
Virendra Sachdeva said the 
Modi government has built 
thousands of houses for the 
poor at Kathputli Colony, 
Kalkaji and Jailerwala Bagh in 
Delhi, but Arvind Kejriwal 
should tell how many houses 
he has given to the poor dur-
ing his tenure. 
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DDA ANTI-ENCROACHMENT DRIVE IN 
DELHI'S GOKALPURI 

~$-~ ~miiftt@JT~rWll NEW DELHI: The Delhi Development Authority (DDA) ----------·--------·-----·---------------------------·----------- • on Sunday cleared encroachment on government 
land in East Gokalpuri, officials said. A senior police 
officer said the anti-encroachment drive was under-
way at Harnam Palace, Amar Colony, East Gokalpuri 

I 
in northeast Delhi on Sunday morning. "The northeast 
district is committed towards clearing the area both 
physically as well as from crime and criminals," the 
officer said. 

Over 5,000 people visit Delhi's 
, 'Baansera' park for kite festival 

• 
r OUR COHESPONDENT attractions like a theme pavilion 

displaying the history of kites in 
the form of a gallery, food stalls, 
and an exclusive kids' zone. 

lN£w DEIJil: More than 5,000 
people visited the sustainability-
,tiemed bamboo park 'Baansera' 
~ere to celebrate the two-day 
international kite festival that 

6ed on Sunday, officials said. 
The"Patang Utsav' organ:' organisemoresuchevmtsatdif-
by the Delhi Development ferent sites in the city, a senior 

~uthority (DDA) was inau- official said. The officials said 
gurated by Delhi Lieutenant that cultural performances such 
Governor (L-G) V K Saxena on as Bhangra, Garba, Ghoomar, 
Saturday. They said people came and Bihu were also a big hit at 
out in large numbers with their the event. 
families on the secQnd day of the The festival also saw over 
festival at 'Baansera' in the Sarai 30 kite enthusiasts from Rajast -
Kale Khan area on the banks of han, Sikkim, Maharashtra, Kar-
river Yamuna. nataka, Punjab, Lakshadweep, 

According to Raj Nlwas offi- and Gujarat exhibit their skills. 
cials, over 5,000 people visited Kites of various shapes. sizes, 
the park to celebrate the kite and colours, including those 
festival, and all tickets were sold themed on the Indian national 
out by the second day. flag, trains, and eagles, were 

• The festival's success has also flown during the festival. I o~n~ the ~y for the DOA to The festival also had major 

Besides, handcraft stalls 
from various states, including 
Karnataka, Rajasthan, Bihar, 
and Himachal Pradesh, were 
put up during the festival. A 
'Plant Bazaar' was also set up 
for people to buy plants. 

Besides Saxena and other 
dignitaries, foreign envoys and 
diplomats from countries like 
Seychelles, Mongolia, Mali, 
Burundi, Bolivia, Niger, Aus-
tria, Maldives, Libya and Peru 
also participated in the festival, 
the official said. The event was 
planned as a recreational oppor-
tunity for people to visit along 
with their fumilies to enjoy festi-
vals on the auspicious occasion 
oflohri, Makar Sankranti, Bihu, 
Maghi, Uttarayani, and Pongal, 
headded. 
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AAP leadersAtishi, Bharadwaj vow 
to protect rights of slum dwellers 

AIMAN FATIMA 

NEW DELHI: .In a strong 
stance against the demolition 
of slums in Delhi, Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) leaders Atishi 
and Saurabh Bharadwaj 
expressed their firm commit-
ment to protecting the rights 
of slum dwellers. 

Atishi, while visiting BR 
Camp behind Race Course, 
addressed the looming threat of 
demolition faced by residents. 
The Dellii Cabinet Minister 
asserted, •Whether we have to 
stand in front of bulldozers or 
obtain orders from the court, 
Aam Aadmi Party will not let 
the people living in jhuggis of 
BR Camp become homeless:' 

Atishi highlighted the con-
tradiction between pre-elec-
tion promises made by the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
and the post-election actions 
of the Dellii Development 
Authority (DDA), stating, 
"Ahead of elections, BJP always 
promises people to give them 
houses in the place as their 
existing houses, but as soon as 
the elections get over, all the 
promises fall tlat:' 

She condemned the BJP-
led DD.As plan to relocate resi-
dents to Narela and I<akrola, 

disrupting their lives and push-
ing them miles away from work 
and schools. 

Furthermore, Atishi 
emphasised the AAP's commit-
ment, declaring. "Until Arvind 
Kejriwal is Chief Minister of 
Delhi, we will not let this hap-
pen. We will fight for the rights 
of these slum dwellers on the 
roads of Delhi, by standing in 
front of bulldozers, in court, 
and in Parliament:' 

Additionally, Bharadwaj 
also echoed these sentiments 
during the launch of AAP's 
campaign, 'Ghar bachao, BJP 
hatao,' against the BJP-led cen-

tral government's policy of ren-
dering slum-dwellers homeless. 

He urged the judiciary to 
refrain from ordering demo-
litions until in-situ housing is 

. provided, citing violations of 
laws, court orders, and human-
itarian principles. 

Bharadwaj accused BJP-
controlled agencies, including 
DDA, Railways, ASI, and Delhi 
Police, of demolishing slums 
unlawfully. 

Expressing concerns over 
the situation in the Safdarjung 
Flying Club's slum cluster, Bha-
radwaj highlighted a notice 
issued by Railways, stating, 

"The notice orders the dwell-
ers to shift from this place to 
some other place themselves. 
The responsibility of displace-
ment lies with the agency to 
which the land belongs. This 
land belongs to the Central 
Government, hence it is the 
responsibility ofDUSIB (Delhi 
Urban Shelter Improvement 
Board):' 

He termed the notice as 
'ridiculous and cruel' and 
emphasised the need for adher-
ence to legal norms for in-situ 
rehabilitation. 

Bharadwaj criticised the 
BJP's approach, alleging, "The 

Bharatiya Janata Party says 
what to do for so many home-
less people. When you destroy 
those people and make them 
homeless, then what else can 
be doner He accused the BJP 
of misleading the courts and 
urged the judiciary to con-
sider the rights and well-being 
of slum-dwellers. 

As the AAP leaders inten-
sify their efforts to safeguard 
slum communities, the clash 
over the demolition issue 
remains a focal point, with legal 
battles and public awareness 
campaigns being key compo-
nents of their strategy. 
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PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE 
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DEi.Hi DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

LIBRARY 
RESS CI.IPPING SERVICE . 

,11<=~ J)io11ee1.· 
I SATURDAY I JANUARY 13. 2024 

wt.. 0.V.lopment Values Nature 

A celebration of 
flying colors 

• 

13" January 2024112 PM Onwards 

millenniumpost 
D NEW DELHI I SATURDAY, 13 JANUARY, 2024 

• ' International Kite Festival I 
13-14 January, 2024 

at Baansera , 
Near Sarai Kale Khan, New Delhi 

About 100 acre of degraded landscape of C&D waste, restored and reiuvenated 
into an open breathable public green space under thick bamboo cover 

Shri Vinai Kumar Saxena 
Hon'ble Lt. Governor, Delhi 

on 13"' January, 2024 

lfJ . "·· 

--------

. • 

Showcasing Innovative kites from India and abroad Theme pavilion on history of kites Patang Bazaar Traditional food and handicrafts stalls 
Cultural performances by folk artists Exclusive activities for kids 

Celebrate Lohrl, Makar Sankranti, 
Bihu, Pongal, Maghl and Uttarayani with us DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

Entry fee tSO/- per person 
Free for children upto 10 years 

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Govt. of India, Vikas Sadan, INA, New Delhi-110023 I Follow us on 'official_dda , f1 ddaofficial @official_dda_ @Official_dda 

-( •• • •••• • •• 
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