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DDA to open outdoor
sports facilities at

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

nominal price on the basis of
pay-and-play;” the urban body
said in a statement. According
to DDA, those who are inter-
ested to avail the facilities will
have to })ay a nominal fee on
basis of pay and play. For
cricket during weekdays, the
nominal fee is Rs 11,800 and

Roshanara Club

for weekends, the fee will be Rs
16,500. For Basketball, Rs 100

emerged as one of the most
prestigious clubs in the coun-

try.

In November, the Delhi Hi
Court had rejected a plea seek-
ing reopening of the club, not-
ing that it had already direct-
ed the authority to devise a
scheme to run it.
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e bk prison
‘complexczli’l DDA should |
strive to develop the Narela |
Sub-city into an educa- |
tional hub, This apart from |
providing much-needed ‘
land to cramped Univer- |
| sity Campuses in the city, |
\ would also provide a fillip |
to the infrastructural - |
| opment of the Narela Sub- |
| city? informed Raj Niwas '
sources, ,
They added that follow-
i ing the meeting, DDA met
with multiple stakehold-
| ers, including universities
| and have issued allotment
letters to all of them. The
| allotted land would meet
the universities and insti-
| tutes’ requirements since
| they had limited campus
space till now.

‘The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) said it will
‘open 'the outdoor sports
'facilities, including lawn
{tennis, basketball, cricket,
and mini football, for the
'public at the historic Rosh-
anara Club from Saturday.

“The club is committed
to providing a top-notch
sports experiénce so that
fitness enthusjasts can in-

agency said in a statement
on Friday, adding that the
facilities will cost a nomi-
nal price on a pay-and-play
basis.

The move comes
months after the century-
old club - known as the
cradle of Indian cricket —
in north Delhi was sealed
on September 29 last year

by the DDA, which took:

possession of the club in

tember had clarified in a
statement that the club
was taken over because it
had extended its premises,
“illegally occupying land
worth thousands of crores
for years”, and allowed en-
croachment on at least 3.5
acres worth 180 crore out
of the 23.29 acres it was
leased. The DDA had also
disbanded the then man-
agement of the club.
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BJP HITS BACK

Centre wants to demolish all
slums in Capital, alleges AAP

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) alleged on Friday
that the BJP-led Centre wants
to demolish all shums in Delhi.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Delhi Cabinet ministers
Atishi and Saurabh Bharadwaj
said slums in the national Capi-
tal are being demolished “in
an inhuman manner’, without
rehabilitating the affected slum
dwellers.

Atishi alleged that at a meet-
ing on January 9, the Centre
directed land-owning agen-
cies, such as the Delhi Devel-
opment Authority (DDA) and
the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD), to clear all shum
clusters in the city.

Atishi said whenever elec-
tions are held in Delhi, be it
for the Lok Sabha, Assembly or
the MCD, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) makes a promise to
slum dwellers that it will build
houses for them wherever they
are residing. Before every elec-
tion, the BJP releases advertise-
ments in this regard, the leaders
of the £0 to the slums
and fill up forms, promising
houses for gach slum dweller,

Takeaways
» Delhi Cabinet ministers
Afishi and Saurabh
Bharadwaj said slums
in the national Capital
are being demolished
‘in an inhuman manner’, .
without rehabilitating the A s 2
affected slum dwellers D 5 : -
» Adishi ol e Delhi ( ), to .ra Prad!-nonMomri/.\wos
+990 slum clusters in the city Yojana in the national
meeting on January 9, the E g
Centre directed land- » Delhi BJP chief Virendra Capital and not allotting
owning agencies, such as Sachdeva accused the around 50,000 Rajiv
the Delhi Development AAP government in Awas houses that have
Authority (DDA) and the Delhi of not allowing the already been constructed
Municipal Corporation of implementation of the to the urban poor
she added. The AAP leader to people, while the BJP-gov- ernment is conspiring to com-
said just before the MCD polls, ~ erned DDA ordered the demo-  pletely remove slums from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi  lition of the slums adjacent to  Delhi under a conspiracy in
had distributed some 500 flats that complex;” she alleged. a systematic way,” the Delhi
to people in Kalkaji and the BJP Atishi claimed that after minister alleged. Echoing sim-
released a full-page newspa- elections, the BJP either demol-  ilar views, Bharadwaj alleged
per advertisement, sayingeach ishes slums, relocates the that th& Centre is demolishing
slum dweller in Delhi would affected slum dwellers to foot-  jhuggi jhopri (JJ) colonies under
be given a house within a five-  pathsorsendsthemto places50  a conspiracy.
kilometre radius of their current  kilometres away, where there are He said it is the duty of the
residences. no jobs for them, no schools for  land-owning agencies to reha-
“Soon after the election, the  their children and nomeansof  bilitate the slam dwellers.
prime minister handed thekeys ~ transportation. Bharadwaj said some noti-
to the flats in a housing complex “The BJP-led central gov- fied JJ clusters were removed

DDA reopens Roshanara Club
for outdoor sports facilities

' NEW DELHI: The Delhi Devel-

¢ w Authority announced

decision to reopen the

Roshanara Club for outdoor,

sports facilities on Priday,

The facilities for Lawn ten-
nis, Basketball, Cricket and
Mini Football will be open to
the general public from Janu-
ary 13at9 AM, for a chargeable
fee, The charges range from Rs

__100to Rs 16,500, depending on

each sport. The duration of the
game also varies from 1 hour
to 40 minutes, The club will be
open for all days, except Mon-
day from7 AM to 5 PM.

The club had been shut on
September 29, after the Author-
ity evicted all workers and tdok
possession of the Roshanara

two premium free leases dur-
ing the British Raj, which could
be extended for 30 years each,
with no provision for renewal or
extension after. Upon the ter-
mination of its leases the club
had submitted representations
for extensions but DDA claims
they were rejected, following

Club premises, after the clubs - whicheviction were
leases had expired in 2012 and - ‘started by the Central Zone Estate
2017, The clubhad been granted Officer. ~_MPOST

despite court orders.

He added that in the last
couple of years, most of the
demolition drives were car-
ried out on land belonging to
the Centre, despite a clear-cut
policy available in the matter.
Hundreds of schoolgoing chil-
dren and women involved in
odd jobs have become home-
less due to these demolitions,
he added.

The AAP leader said
before the G20 Summit, a JJ
colony at Dhaula Kuan was
demolished despite the deputy
chief minister’s orders to the
contrary.

Reacting to the allega-
tions, Delhi BJP chief Viren-
dra Sachdeva accused the
AAP government in Delhi of
not allowing the implemen-
tation of the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana in the national
Capital and not allotting around
50,000 Rajiv Awas houses
that have already been
constructed to the urban poor,
denying them an opportunity
for a better life.

Sachdeva said that for the
sake of political survival, the
AAP is raising issues for which
it itself is responsible.
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Kite festival on ‘Makar Sankranti’
also tribute to Lord Ram: -G

‘Lord Ram is said to have flown ki

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Delhi Lt Gov-
ernor V K Saxena on Saturday
said the two-day international
kite festival being celebrated
in Delhi on the occasion of
‘Makar Sankranti’ is also a
“tribute to one of our prime
deities; Lord Ram.

- Lord Ram is said to have

« “flown kites in his childhood,
along with his brothers” Sax-
ena said. .

He was addressing a gather-
ing at the opening ceremony of
the ‘Patang Utsav’ being hosted
at ‘Baansera’ -- a sustainability-
themed bamboo park located
at Sarai Kale Khan on the banks
of the river Yamuna.

The festival, being organ-
ised by Delhi Development
Authority (DDA), has major
attractions including a theme

| pavilion, which displays “his-

tory of kites, in the form of a

kite gallery showing use of kites

during times of war, fighter

kites, and the significance of

- kites in India)” according to
officials.

L-G VK Saxena with BJP leader
Harsh Vardhan during kite
festival, on Saturday

The ‘Patang Utsav” was
inaugurated a day ahead of
the ‘Makar Sankrant;’ festival.

‘We are celebrating today
an international kite festival

.at a place that was reclaimed,

rejuvenated and regenerated,
This used to be a garbage dump
of Delhi’s construction and
demolition waste. What you
see now is a beautiful abode of
bamboos; Saxena said.

He added that celebrating
this kite festival on the occa-

tes in his childhood’

sion of ‘Makar Sankranti’ is
“also a tribute to one of our
prime deities, Lord Shri Ram,
who is said to have flown kites
in his childhood, along with his
brothers”.

As a nation that possi-
bly provided the world with
its “fullest experience” in fly-
ing by human endeavours,
this kite festival prevalent
across the globe for centu-
ries now, wouldn’thave been
more appropriate as “a sym-
bol of basic human endeavour
of soaring and breaking free
he said.

“This bamboo park, ‘Baan-
sera, is a tribute to that human
endeavour. It aims at provid-
ing people of Delhi the much-
needed public spaces in the
capital on one hand, and on
the other ensure that the rich
biodiversity of the floodplains
is preserved and maintained’
Lt Governor Saxena further
added.

On the occasion; the Lt
Governor also unveiled the
2024 calendar published by
the DDA.
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Kite festi | | ri Lord Ram: LG
.
ite festival celebrations on Makar Sankranti tribute to Lord Ram:
STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI , also has attractions like a  centuries now, wouldn't have N : public, along with cultural per-  Secretary Naresh Kumar and The2-day festival will see over
theme pavilion displaying the been more appropriate as “a formances %y folk artistes to Delhi Police Commissioner 30 professional kitists from
Delhi Lt Governor Vinai history of kites in the form of symbol of basic human endeav- showcase our diversity. I assure  Sanjay Arora were present on Rajasthan, Sikkim,
Kumar Saxena on Saturday  kite gallery, a classical Patang our of soaring and breaking you that many such events the occasion Besides, foreign Maharashtra, Karnataka,
said the two-day international  Bazaar for people tobuyand fly  free)” he said. 7 will be planned in the future to  envoys and diplomats from Punjab, Lakshadweep and
kite festival being celebrated in  kites and traditional food and  “This bamboo park, ‘Baansera, . Y 1 ¢ promote ease of living for the countries like Seychelles, Gujarat exhibiting their art.
Delhi on the occasion of handicrafts stalls. Besides, cul- is a tribute to that human T Y people of Delhi,” he added. Mongolia, Mali, Burundi, Kites of various shapes, sizes

‘Makar Sankranti’ is also a tural performances by folk endeavour. It aims at providing
“tribute to one of our artists showcasing India’s cul- le of Delhi the much-
deities’, Lord Ram. Ram' tural diversity and exclusive needed public spaces in the
is said to have “flown kites in  activities have been planned for ital on one hand, and on the
his childhood, along with his  kidsin the form of a kids zone. :K‘cr ensure that the rich bio-
brothers," Saxena said. “We are celebrating today an  diversity of the floodplains is
He was addressing a gathering  international kite festival at a preserved and maintained”
atthe ceremony of the  place that was reclaimed, reju- gu:m said.

‘Patang Utsav’ being hosted at  venated and mgmmxcd.tgﬁs To enhance the ecolm char-
‘Baansera’ — a sustainability- used to be a garbage dump of acter of the Yamuna plains
themed bamboo park located

On the occasion, the Lt Bolivia, Niger, Austria, and colours, including tri-
Governor also unveiled the Maldives, Libyaand Peru also colour, train and eagle will fly
2024 calendar published by participated in the festival during the festival.

the DDA. It §

contains
images of vari-
ous monu-
ments and
other public
spaces in

Delhi’s construction and demo- and make it more people- i b 2B o Delhi
~at Sanai Kale on the lition waste. What you see now  friendly by developing it as a Union
. banks of the river Yamuna. . is a beautiful abode of bam- recreational and cultural venue, Minister of B
| The festival, being organised by  boos," Saxena said, Saxena had laid the foundation State for
_ Delhi Development He added that celebrating this  of ‘B ! in August 2022 External
(DDA), i kite festival on the occasion of and it was developed in six Affairs &
theme pavilion, ‘Makar Sankranti’ is “also a months, More than 25,000 spe- Culture, B
tribute to one of our prime cial varieties of Bamboo Meenakshi 55
deities, Lord Shri Ram, who is saplings brought from Assam Lekhi,
said to have flown kites in his  were planted here. Members of
childhood, along with his A classic ‘Patang Bazaar’ is Parliament,
brothers” The Delhi Lt also operational here for peo- Harsh
roralso Vardhan

quoted acouplet ple to buy and fly kites and

embrace Delhi’s skies with a

“riot of colours’, Saxena, also Bidhuri and

the chairman of the DDA, said Gautam
onSanu;d:z.'Besidcs,mdi- Gambhir,
tional food and handicraf MLA O P
stalls have also been set up for Sharma, Chef |§

7§ e | oot o e w3 R
il IE | Ted et frra Wit
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TR % B 49 Y AR e o e &1
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5,000 visit Baansera to celebrate kite festival

STAFF REPORTER m NEW DELHI

Mo;c than 5,000 people
visited the sustainability-

themed bamboo park
Baansera' here to celebrate the
two-day international kite fes-
tival that ended on Sunday. The
Patang Utsav' organised by
the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) was inaugu-
rated by Delhi Licutenant
Governor (LG) VK Saxena on
Saturday.

According to DDA, people
came out in large numbers with
their families on the second day

of the festival at ‘Baansera' in
the Sarai Kale Khan area on the
banks of river Yamuna.
According to Raj Niwas offi-
cials, over 5,000 people visited
the park to celebrate the kite
festival, and all tickets were sold
out by the second day.

The festival's success has also
opened the way for the DDA to
orﬁanisc more such events at
different sites in the city, a
senior official said. The officials
said that cultural performances
such as Bhangra, Garba,
Ghoomar, and Bihu were also
a big hit at the event.

L

The festival also saw over 30 Karnataka,
kite enthusiasts from Rajasthan,
Maharashtra,

Sikkim,

e

-

2

4

Punjab,
Lakshadweep, and Gujarat
exhibit their skills.Kites of var-

Slum demolition sparks war

of words between AAP,

STAFF REPORTER B
NEW DELHI

elhi Cabinet ministers

Atishi and Saurabh
Bharadwaj on Sunday visited
slum clusters in the national
Capital and accused the BJP of
conspiring to remove slum
dwellers while the Leader of
Opposition in Delhi Assembly,
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri
slammed the Arvind Kejriwal
government saying AAP lead-
ers are shedding crocodile
tears for the slum dwellers
these days. “If slum dwellers
are removed anywhere in
Delhi, flats are ready in Delhi
for their rehabilitation,” he
said.
On Sunday, Atishi visited BR
camp slum while her Cabinet
colleague Bharadwaj met res-
idents of slums near the
Safdarjung Flying Club in
south Delhi.
“The BJP-led central govern-
ment is conspiring to raze the
slum areas of Delhi and relo-
cate its residents 40 to 50 km
away from their homes. AAP
and (Delhi) Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal are sundin&
with them (slum dwellers),
Atishi said, during her visit to

the slum cluster.

She said, “Today, I visited BR
Camp, located just behind the
Race Course, where approxi-
mately 500 houses are cur-
rently occupied. The BJP had
promised residents, before
every election, that it would
provide a house in place of the
existing houses they are living
in. Residents of BR Camp
showed the forms they had
filled out before the elections
to secure homes from the
BJP”.

“ A notice by the DDA has
been pasted on the houses,
informing residents that their
houses will be demolished.
They have been told that some
of them will get houses in
Narela, which is about 50 kilo-

BJP
;

meters from here. However,
the people of BR Camp are
sure that they want a house
where they are already living
because that is what the law
also says,” Atishi added.
Echoing similar views,
Bharadwaj said that drivers,
maids, cooks, etc have been
living in Delhi’s J] clusters with
their families.

Taking a dig at the AAP 'Sov-
ernment, Delhi BJP President
Virendra Sachdeva said the
Modi government has built
thousands of houses for the
poor at Kathputli Colony,
Kalkaji and Jailerwala Bagh in
Delhi, but Arvind Kejriwal
should tell how many houses
he has given to the poor dur-
ing his tenure.

.

ious shapes, sizes, and colours,
including those themed on the
Indian national flag, trains,
and eagles, were flown during
the festival.

The festival also had major
attractions like a theme pavil-
ion displaying the history of
kites in the form of a gallery,
food stalls, and an exclusive
kids' zone.Besides, handcraft
stalls from various states,
including Karnataka,
Rajasthan, Bihar, and Himachal
Pradesh, were put up during
the festival. A 'Plant Bazaar' was
also set up for people to buy

plants.
Besides Saxena and other dig-
nitaries, foreign envoys and
diplomats from countries like
Seychelles, Mongolia, Mali,
Burundi, Bolivia, Niger,
Austria, Maldives, Libya and
Peru also participated in the
festival, the official said.

The event was planned as a
recreational opportunity for
people to visit along with their
families to enjoy festivals on the
auspicious occasion of Lohri,
Makar Sankranti, Bihu, Maghi,
Uttarayani, and Pongal, he
added.
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DDA ANTI-ENCROACHMENT DRIVE IN
DELHI’S GOKALPURI

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Development Authority (DDA)

" on Sunday cleared encroachment on government

land in East Gokalpuri, officials said. A senior police
officer said the anti-encroachment drive was under-
way at Harnam Palace, Amar Colony, East Gokalpuri
in northeast Delhi on Sunday morning. “The northeast
district is committed towards clearing the area both
physically as well as from crime and criminals,” the
officer said.

Over 5,000 people visit Delhi’s

OUR CORRESPONDENT

INEW DELHI: More than 5,000

people visited the sustainability-
ed bamboo park ‘Baansera’
E‘:to celebrate the two-day
ternational kite festival that
ended on Sunday, officials said.
" The“ Utsav’ organ-
lsed by thr:gdngx Dcveloprlgent
Authority (DDA) was inau-
ted by Delhi Lieutenant
Governor (L-G) V K Saxena on
Saturday. They said people came
out in large numbers with their
families on the secand day of the
festival at ‘Baansera’ in the Sarai
Kale Khan area on the banks of
river Yamuna.

According to Raj Niwas offi-
cials, over 5,000 people visited
the park to celebrate the kite

 festival, and all tickets were sold
' out by the second day.

, The festival’s success has also
- opened the way for the DDA to

‘Baansera’ park for kite festival

attractions like a theme pavilion
displaying the history of kites in

organise more such events at dif-
ferent sites in the city, a senior
official said. The officials said
that cultural performances such
as Bhangra, Garba, Ghoomar,
and Bihu were also a big hit at
the event.

The festival also saw over
30 kite enthusiasts from Rajast-
han, Sikkim, Maharashtra, Kar-
nataka, Punjab, Lakshadweep,
and Gujarat exhibit their skills.

Kites of various shapes, sizes,
and colours, including those
themed on the Indian national
flag, trains, and eagles, were
flown during the festival.

The festival also had major

the form of a gallery, food stalls,
and an exclusive kids’ zone.

Besides, handcraft stalls
from various states, including
Karnataka, Rajasthan, Bihar,
and Himachal Pradesh, were
put up during the festival. A
‘Plant Bazaar’ was also set up
for people to buy plants.

Besides Saxena and other
dignitaries, foreign envoys and
diplomats from countries like
Seychelles, Mongolia, Mali,
Burundi, Bolivia, Niger, Aus-
tria, Maldives, Libya and Peru
also participated in the festival,
the official said. The event was
planned as a recreational oppor-
tunity for people to visit along
with their families to enjoy festi-
vals on the auspicious occasion
of Lohri, Makar Sankranti, Bihu,
Maghi, Uttarayani, and Pongal,
he added.

|
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‘WE WILL NOT LET PEOPLE LIVING

IN JHUGGIS OF BR CAMP BECOME HOMELESS’

AAP leaders Atishi, Bharadwaj vow
to protect rights of slum dwellers

AIMAN FATIMA

NEW DELHI: In a strong
stance against the demolition
of slums in Delhi, Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) leaders Atishi
and Saurabh Bharadwaj
expressed their firm commit-
ment to protecting the rights
of slum dwellers.

Atishi, while visiting BR

behind Race Course,

addressed the looming threat of
demolition faced by residents.
The Delhi Cabinet Minister
asserted, “Whether we have to
stand in front of bulldozers or
obtain orders from the court,
Aam Aadmi Party will not let
the people living in jhuggis of
BR Camp become homeless”

Atishi highlighted the con-
tradiction between pre-elec-
tion promises made by the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and the post-election actions
of the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA), stating,
“Ahead of elections, BJP always
promises people to give them
houses in the place as their
existing houses, but as soon as
the elections get over, all the
promises fall flat”

She condemned the BJP-
Jed DDA's plan to relocate resi-
dents to Narela and Kakrola,

CAs |

disrupting their lives and push-
ing them miles away from work
and schools.

Furthermore, Atishi
emphasised the AAP's commit-
ment, declaring, “Until Arvind
Kejriwal is Chief Minister of
Delhi, we will not let this hap-
pen. We will fight for the rights
of these slum dwellers on the
roads of Delhi, by standing in
front of bulldozers, in court,
and in Parliament.”

Additionally, Bharadwaj
also echoed these sentiments
during the launch of AAP’s
campaign, ‘Ghar bachao, BJP
hatao; against the BJP-led cen-

tral government’s policy of ren-
dering slum-dwellers homeless.

He urged the judiciary to
refrain from ordering demo-
litions until in-situ housing is

.provided, citing violations of

laws, court orders, and human-
itarian principles.

Bharadwaj accused BJP-
controlled agencies, including
DDA, Railways, ASI, and Delhi
Police, of demolishing slums
unlawfully.

ressing concerns over
the situation in the Safdarjung
Flying Club’s slum cluster, Bha-
radwaj highli a notice
issued by Railways, stating,

“The notice orders the dwell-
ers to shift from this place to
some other place themselves.
The responsibility of displace-
ment lies with the agency to
which the land belongs. This
land belongs to the Central
Government, hence it is the
responsibility of DUSIB (Delhi
Urban Shelter Improvement
Board)”

He termed the notice as
‘ridiculous and cruel’ and
emphasised the need for adher-
ence to legal norms for in-situ
rehabilitation.

Bharadwaj criticised the
BJP’s approach, alleging, “The

Bharatiya Janata Party says
what to do for so many home-
less people. When you destroy
those people and make them
homeless, then what else can
be done?” He accused the BJP
of misleading the courts and
urged the judiciary to con-
sider the rights and well-being
of slum-dwellers.

As the AAP leaders inten-
sify their efforts to safeguard
slum communities, the clash
over the demolition issue
remains a focal point, with legal
battles and public awareness
campaj?ns being key compo-
nents of their strategy.
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A celebration of ® Prrryre ﬁ .
® >,
"vavv“' \
S T ﬂylng COlOTS International Kite Festival \
| ‘ ¥ i
w
« Baansera : a
Near Sarai Kale Khan, New Delhi . ps
‘ About 100 acre of degraded landscape of C&D waste, restored and rejuvenated ., .
into an open breathable public green space under lhnck ??nlboo cover. y ’

YR INAUGURATION BY

Shri Vinai Kumar Saxena
Hon'ble Lt. Governor, Delhi

on 13" January, 2024
. scan QR code

i

# Showcasing innovative kites from India and abroad ¢ Theme pavilion on history of kites ¢ Patang Bazaar ¢ Traditional food and handicrafts stalls
@ Cultural performances by folk artists ¢ Exclusive activities for kids
Entry fee ¥50/- per person
Free for children upto 10 years

Celebrate Lohri, Makar Sankranti,
Bih, Sobar R Uttarayani with us DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

official_dda () ddaofficial @ official_dda_ @ Official_dda

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Govt. of India, Vikas Sadan, INA, New Delhi-110023 | Follow us on

& oe o . @ e o . - , e o a@» - 900 O a3
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Non-members can pay

SATURDAY, JANUARY 13, 2024

Rajosh Mehta

& use outdoor

16,500 on weekends. The char-

sports facilities at Roshanara Club

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: After sealing the
100-year-old Roshanara Club
last September; the Delhi De-
velopment Authority (DDA)
has decided to open to non-
members its outdoor sports
facilities such aslawn tennis,
basketball, cricket and mini-
football from Saturday.
~  “DDA hasdecided to open
the lawn tennis, basketball,
cricketand mini-football (fut-
sal) ground of the clubfor the
public from 9am from Janua-
.Ty13atanominal price onthe
basis of pay and play” the
‘land-owning agency, stated.
“DDA had sealed the historic
/club on September 29, 2023 af-
vter its two leases expired.

. Theclub is committed to
providea top-notch sports ex-
perience so that fitness en:
thusiasts can indulgein their

favourite outdoor’ activities,

DDA had sealed the club in September after its two leases expired

DDA stated. While the char-
ges for tennis (synthetic co-
urt) is Rs 240 per hour betwe-
en 7am and 5pm, for the elay
court, it will be Rs 100 for 40
minutes during the same pe-

riod. For basketball, people
will be charged Rs100for1ho-
ur from 7am to 5pm.

The ¢ricket facility will
cost peopleRs 11,800 from 9am
to 4pm on weekdays and Rs

geforfutsal on weekdays will
be Rs 1,560 for an hour betwe-
en 7am and 5pm and Rs 3,120
on the weekend.

DDA had earlier told Del-
hi High Court that it planned
to open the outdoor area of
Roshanara Club, the cradle
of Indian cricket. The club
would remain the same, I?ut
the ownership would be with
the land-owning body, DDA
had clarified during the hea-
ringof acontempt petitionfi-
led by Roshanara ClubLtd af-
ter thesealing.

DDA sealed the club and
took its possession last Sep-
tember; nearly six months af-
ter serving an eviction notice
astheclub’stwoleaseshad ex-
pired. According to DDA, two
parcels of land were leased
out to Roshanara Club Limi-
ted for 30 years, subject to an
extension for 60 more years.

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
SATURDAY, JANUARY 13, 2024

- Work started to revive pond in
Vasant Kunj, DDA informs NGT -

Times News NETWoORK

New Delhi: Delhi Development
Authority has informed National
Green Tribunal that it has initia-
ted the process to rejuvenate a
pond in VasantKunj. Theauthori-
ty will float a tender to hire an
agency for daily cleaning of the
pond, including in situ bioreme-
diation, for six months,

“The pond behind E-2 Pocket,
Vasant Kunj, has been cleaned by
DDA. However, as directed by
DPCC, fresh tender Is to be taken
up for further cleaning of pond on

' basis,” said DDA in a re-
port submitted to NGT.

Besides, Delhi Jal Board will set
upasewage treatment plant totrap

' Inapetition tothe green tribu-
nal in September 2022, the resi-
dent welfare associations In Va-

Fresh tender will be taken up for
further cleaning of the pond regularly

sant Kunj's E block had complai-
ned about dust upliftment in the
area, After NGT started hearing
the matter, it was discovered that
apond was in bad shape,

“DDA is cleaning the malba or
garbage around the waterlogged

"'area or pond on 4 regular basis and

currently the DDA is in the process
of floatingfresh tender for the purpo-

se of daily cleaning of pond area for
the contract period of six months, It
is also pertinent to note that this ten-
derisforin situ bioremediation whe-
reinextensive cleaning will be made,
including the removal of floating
Plants and other materials, from the
pond,” said the DDA report,

The tribunal was also informed
that a team comprising the officials
of DDA, DJB and DPCC convened
with the issue related to find a sui-"
table solution for the disposal of
wastewater coming from the unaut-
horised colony of Mahipalpur and
Rangpuri onopen DDA land.

“DDA isin the process toidenti-
fyand handover the land to DJB for
STP sothat watercan be diverted o
the STP and after treatment it can
be used for development of Ereen
areas in South Delhi. Most of the
land for construction of STP has
been identifled,” added the report.
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DDA Orens 100-YEAR-OLD FAciLity To NON-MEMBERS

Now, public can avail of outdoor sport

PRIt e

UPASIKA SINGHAL
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 12

THE GENERAL public can now
avail of outdoor sports facilities
at Roshanara Club. The Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
decided Friday to open the his

mitted to providing a top-notch
sports expenence so that fitness
enthusiasts can indulge in their
favourite outdoor activities.
Everyone is requested to come
and have the best expenience...”
it said in a staterment.

The club will be open onall
days of the week, except

toric club to non bers for
facilities such as lawn tennis,
basketball, football, and mini-
football from January 13 on-
wards for a nominal fee.

“DDA Roshanara Clubis com-

day, from 7 amto 5 pm.
Considered the birthplace of
the Board of Control for Cricket
inlndia(BCQY), which took shape
here back in 1928, the club was
sealed onSeptember 29 lastyear

DDA allots 181
acres in Narela
to 7 institutes to
set up campuses

e !
" EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE |
NEW DELHI JANUARY1Z4T ¢

E DELHI Development
R:hwﬂy(um)msallwtd 181
acres of land to seven govern-
ment institutes for development
of their campuses in Narela, inan
effort to transform the Narela
sub-cityintoan‘education hub'’.

In October last year, L-G VK
Saxenahadasked the DDA tode-

velop Narela into an ‘education
huly, inaddition tothe uﬁmg
jdlential and other projectsin
area. The DDA has allotted land
inMarelatoDelhi -

by the DDA after its two leases
expired. According to the DDA,
two parcels of land had been
leased toRoshanara Club Limited
for 30years, subject to extension
for 60 more years. During the
British Raj, the Secretary of State
for India in Council granted
Roshanara Club Ltd. two pre-

In September last year, the
DDA sealed the 100-year-old
club after its two leases
expired. Archive

mium-free leases on an annual
rent basis for 30 years each,

The DDA stated that the 100-
year-old club could extend each
lease for two additional periods
of 30 years, totaling amaximurn
of 90 years. Thefirst lease began
in September 1922 and the sec-
ond in January 1928, expiring in
August 2012 and December
2017, respectively.

The club was given a total
area of 23.29 acres under these
leases, the DDA stated, adding
that there were no provisionsin

JANUARY 13, 2024

Hindustan Times

181 ACRES OF DDA

LAND ALLOTTED TO
. 7'GOVT VARSITIES,

SAYS LG OFFICE

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority {DDA) has
‘allotted 181-acre land to seven
1 t government universi-
ties and institutions of the city
for campus development. In
addition to this, 1,082 already
built flats ift the area have also
| been allotted to these universi-
ties as per demand, the LG
office said on Friday.
"LG VK Saxena had, in a

meeting with officials tn Oeto- -
| ber last yﬂr..dl._recl?ifﬂlht

| apart from the ongoing devel-
opments in the area that

include residential, courts, |

police, hospital and "lpﬂson
complexes, DDA should strive
to develop the Narela sub-city
into an educational hub. This,
apart from providing much-
needed land to cramped unj-
versity campuses, would also
provide a fillip to the infra-
structural development of the
‘Narela sub-city," the LG office
ded. The move will result in

A earning about ¥1,300
\fevore. for the land and addi-

al revenue hzﬁe flats,
e R |

s facilities at Roshanara Club

the lease agreements for re-
newal or extension beyond the
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DDA allots 18l-acre land to  AAP & BJP spar over
turn Narela into edu hub

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: To develop Narela sub-city as an
education hub, the Delhi Development Autho-
rity (DDA) has allotted 181 acres of land to se-
ven government universities and institutions
tosetuptheir campuses.

The office of lieutenant governor VK Saxe-
na said DDA had separately allotted 1,082 flats
to these universities to provide staff accommo-
dation and hostels. An official mentioned that
DDA would receivearoundRs1,300croreforthe
land and additional revenue for the flats.

Spread over 98.7 square kilometre, Narela,
once developed, would be the largest sub-city
in the capital. In recent meetings mm£££

. In just over one year, DDA has managed to sell about
8,000 flats from its unsold inventory in Narela

and other stakeholder departments, the LG
had emphasised giving a significant push to
projects in the sub-city and developing it on
thelines of Dwarka by improving connectivi-
ty and civic infrastructure,

In just over one year, DDA has managed to
sellabout 8,000flats from its unsold inventory in
the sub-city. “In a meeting with officials in Octo-
berlastyear; the LG directed that, apart from the
ongoingdevelopments, DDA should strive tode-
velop Narela sub-city into an educational hub.
The LG believed that, besides providing land to
universities to set up new campuses in the city,
the move would also boost infrastructural deve-
lopment inthearea,” said an official.

Following a series of meetings thereafter,
DDA, in record time, issued land allotment let-
ters to the universities. While Delhi Pharmace-
utical Sciences and Research University has re-
ceived 16.7 acres, Guru Gobind Singh Indra-
prastha University has been allotted 22.4 acres,
Delhi Skill and Entrepreneurship University 10
acres, Indraprastha Institute of Information
Technology 20 acres, Delhi Technologieal Uni-
versity 47.5 acres, Delhi Teachers University
12.7 acres, and Indira Gandhi Delhi Technology
University for Women 50acres, said an official.

Headded thatthe LGhad issuedspecificin-
structions to the authority to allot the land

parcels toeducational institutionsin a cluster.

closertotheDDA housing inventory to ensure
that ready-made residential and_hostel facili-
ties are available in close proximity.

‘demolition’ of slums

TiMes News NETwoRk

NewDelhi: Aam Aadmi Party
| has alleged that Bharatiya Ja-
! nata Party-led Centre wants to

demolish all slums in Delhi.
Addressinga pressconference
on Friday, Delhi cabinet mini-
sters Atishi and Saurabh Bha-
radwaj said slums in the natio-
nal capital were being demo-
lished “in an inhuman man-
ner, without rehabilitating the
affected slamdwellers”.

Atishialleged thatatame-
etingondJanuary9, the Centre
directed land-owning agenci-
es, such as DDA and MCD, to
clearall slum clusters.

. Atishi said that whenever
“elections are held in Delhi,

BJP makes a promise to slum

dwellersthat it willbuild hou-

sesfor them.

Echoing similar views,
Bharadwaj alleged that the
Centre was demolishing
jhuggi jhopri (JJ) colonies
under a conspiracy. He said
that it was the duty of the

‘land-owning agencies to re-
+ habilitate the slum dwellers.
{ The minister further alleged

that some notified JJ clusters
were removed despite court
orders. Hundreds of school-
goingchildren and women in-
volved in odd jobs have beco-
me homeless due to these de-
molitions, he added.

The AAPleader said before
the G20 summit, a JJ colony at
Dhaula Kuan was demolished
despite the deputy chief mini-
ster’s orders to the contrary

Reacting to the allegations,
Delhi BJPchief Virendra Sach-
deva accused the AAP govern-
ment of notallowing the imple-
mentation of Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana in the national ca-
pital and not allotting around
50,000 Rajiv Awas houses to the
urban poor, denying them an
opportunity fora better life.

Sachdeva claimed that for
the sake of political survival,
AAPwasraisingsuch issues.

“DDA, on the instructions
of the Centre, has implemen-
ted ‘Jahan Jhuggi Wahan Ma-
kan’ projects at three places
in Delhi, but the city govern-
ment has not implemented
the schemeatajhuggi cluster
ononeof itsland,” headded.
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‘Ghar Bachao, BJP Hatao: AAD to

launch week-long campa

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI. JANUARY 13

ALLEGING THAT directions
have been received from the
BJP-led Centre to demolish
slum clusters in Delhi, the AAP
has announced plans to launch
a campaign called “Ghar
Bachao, BJP Hatao™.

AAP Delhi unit convenor,
Gopal Rai, disclosed the deci-
sion after a meeting of AAP
MLAs, stating that the cam-
paign would kick off on Sunday
in Delhi, with a protest sched-
uled outside the BJP headquar-
ters on January 21.

As part of the “Ghar Bachao,
BJP Hatao" initiative, AAP lead-
ers intend to conduct puhlic
meetings in slum clusters to
raise awareness against the BJP’s
purported plan to demolish
these settlements.

““Qur MLAs and councillors

will create awareness through
nukkad sabhas in various slum

colonies across Delhi against -

the BJP and Centre's drive. Our

AAP Delhi unit convenor
Gopal Rai; (right) Delhi
BJP General Secretary
Harsh Malhotra

campaign will end with a
dernonstration at 12 pm outside
the BJP headquarters on January
21. Tomorrow, January 14, we
will hold nukkad sabhas at BR
Camp and DIP Camp under the
New Delhi assembly con-
stituency.” he said.

In response, Delhi BJP
General Secretary Harsh

‘Hinhustan Times: s

Malhotra accused the AAP gov-
ernment of attempting to divert
attention from corruption alle-
gations by misleading slum
dwellers.

Malhotra claimed that de-
spite having houses available,
the Arvind Kejriwal government
has not allocated homes to the
poor during its nine years in
power. “Instead of misleading
the slum dwellers, it would be
better if the Kejriwal govern-
ment allocates thousands of
Rajiv Awas Yojana houses built
in Delhi to the poor.” he said.

Rai went on to cite the dem-
olitions in Mehrauli and Dhaula
Kuan last year and said, “Once
again, through the misuse of its

agencies, they are bent upon this -

machination in this biting cold.”
“Sometime back, the

Railways had ssued anoticefor

ign today

demolition of shanties in Sarojini
Nagar which was stayed by the
Chief Minister through court...
under the New Delhi assembly
constituency, DDA pasted no-
tices at BR Camp and DIP Camp,
asurveyisonandina few days,
adrive to render them homeless
will start,” Rai alleged. -

“While on the one hand, the
BJP says ‘jahan jhuggi, wahan
makaan, (a house in place ofa
shanty), on the other hand, it
makes them homeless without
making alternate arrange-
ments,” Rai said.

On Rai's announcement of
the week-long . protest,
Malhotrasaid, “He should note
that today, people of all sec-
tions of Delhi are fed up with
the corruption of the Kejriwal
government and will no longer
fall prey to any of his tricks.”

" NEW DELHI
SUNDAY
Y 14,2024

AAP calls Centre ‘anti-poor’,

launches drive; BJP hits back |
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By the Yamuna, kites of various hues and crafts bring sky alive

PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

Phetne Tarun Rawat

group.com

" New Delhi: Over the fisldsat
Baansera — the city's first
bamboo-themed park — the
skies came alive on Saturday
when coloursstreaked across
the foggy skies over the Ya-
muna. To celebrate Makar
Sankranti two days ahead, 1i-
eutenant governor VK Saxe-
na inaugurated an interna-
tional kite festival there on
Saturday The Patang Utsav
will have more than 30 profes-
sional kite fliers from vario-
us states vying with each
otherover the weekend.

This two-day festival not
only aims at uniting Delhi's
people in the joy of this time-
less tradition, but also show-
cases kite artistry. No longer
restricted to delicate paper or
sharp manjhas, today's kites
arecrafted from flexible mate-
rials and takea myriad forms.

From Deltakitesthatglide
seamlessly to the dual lined
stunt-and-sled kites, therewe-
re kites of all sorts and sizes
and colour, from train to eag-
les, dotting thesky over Baan-
sera on Saturday Adding to
the allure were themed pavi-
lions narrating the history of

kites alongside a handicraft
bazaar. The kite bazaars cate-
red to flying enthusiasts, offe-
ring innovative kites ranging
from Rs 5010 Rs 1,000
Developed in just six
months by Delhi Develop-
ment Authority as part of the
rejuvenation of the Yamu-
na's floodplains and to have

the public appreciating the
river ecology, Baanseraappe-
ared the perfect place for the
Patang Utsav. “The park aims
to provide Delhi's people the
much needed open space and
promote biodiversity at the
same time," said Saxena. “I
assure you that many such
events will be planned in the

futurefor thepleasureof peo-
pleliving in Delhi.”

Among the participants,
Junaid Hussain, a 28-year-old
professional kite designer,
flew a majestic125-metre sna-
ke kite. Crafted by connec-
ting around 200 kites ina me-
ticulous pattern, ittook hima
month to bring this awe-in-

The Patang Utsav will have more than 30 professional kite fliers from
various states vying with each other over the weekend

spiring creation to life.
Pawan Sharma, a 50-year-
old teacher and kite enthusi-
ast, brought 28 kites to the
event, including some with
LED lights. He shared, "Fly-
ingkiteshasalwaysbeenaso-
othing escape for me; it feels
like my worries ascend into
the sky with my kite." Shar-

ma, who has kites worth Rs
3.5 lakh, keeps a keen eye out
for new and inventive addi-
tionsto his collection.

The blue sky with a palet-
te of innumerable colours
was pure nostalgia for all the
adultsatthe venueandaspec-
tacle of curiosity to all the
kids hanging around with

-AAP says BJP trying to demolish slums,
oppn says central project being blocked

Times News NETwORK

New Delhi: Alleging that BJP-led
central government had launched a
drive to demolish jhuggi clusters in

polls are over, it starts demolishing the-
iraccommodation,” Raisaid in a press
conference, adding that BIP-led central
government had directed various land
OWTLng mumes under :r.s nmsdmiun

the capital, environment mini

and AAPstate convener Gopal Raion
Saturday said his party willlaunch a
‘Ghar Bachao, BJP Hatao' campaign.

Rai said the decision to launch
thecampaign from New Delhiwas ta-
ken in a meeting of all MLAs and se-
nior fanctionaries of the party, chai-
red by chief minister Arvind Kejri-
walon Saturday morning.

The AAP will also stage a de-
monstration cutside BJP headquar-
terson DDUMargon January 21, said

party leaders

the BJP'S plan to demolish slums.
“The BJPseems bent on turning pe-

ople
lections, the BJP promises to provide
;mmumdmﬂmaudmm

LIl v uml
BJP blamed Del hi gm‘ermment
for blocking the implementation of
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana in Del-
hi and alleged that the AAF leaders
were raising issues for which their
OWN party was responsible.
Claiming that the rallway had is-
suednoticefor demolition of shanties
inSarojini Nagaragainst whichchief
minister Arvind Kejriwal got a stay
from court, Ral said that the DDA had
now pasted notices at the BR Camp
and DIP Camp in New Delhiassembly
canstituency and a survey was going
onfora few days after which adrive to
render people homeless will start,
“While on one hand, the BJP says
“dahan jhuggi, wahan makan’ (a hou-
se In place of a shanty), on the other it
makes people homeless without ma-

king an alternate arrangement for
them. This has been going on despite
thecourtsasking the government fora
rehabilitation plan for slum-dwellers
before evicting them,” alleged Rai, ad-
ding that demolitions were being car-
ried out without paying any attention
torehabilitation of theaffiected people,
Delhi BJPpresident VirendraSach-
devaalleged that Kejriwal government
had blocked the implementation of
Pradhan Maniri Awas Yolana and fai-
led toallot around 50,000 housing units
constructed for slum dwellers, “The
DDA, on the instruction of the Centre,
has implemented ‘jahan jhugg! wahan
B:-:lu::n projects at f::im locations but
gwernmam ed to Implement
thescheme,” sald
“Instead of misleading the slum
dwellers, it would be better If the Kej-
riwal government started allotting
thousands of RajivAwas Yojana hoy.
:mtm ror1 .:h&, m:r but were lying
a8 BJP gen
eretary Harsh Malhotra, i

L T E—————

LG SAYS

pleasure of Defhiites

their parents. Devesh Meena,
a20-year-old DU student from
Dausa, Rajasthan, was skil-
fully keeping his kite afloat
even in low wind. He smiled,
“For me, kiteflvingisa festive
celebration. I also decided to
rope in my friends to keep
thisfestival fervour alive.”
RajeevGupta,a 40-yearold
residentof EastDelhi arrived
with hisfamilyof four, expres-
sing a desire to preserve the
tradition of kitefiying and re-
connect with nature while in-
dulging ina cherished hobby
Varun Chadha, a 42-year-
old member of the Indian kite
team from Pumjab, learned
the craft from his motherand

showceased a 2D kite with an
image of Ram and Sita. He
usually makes kites with tra-
ditionaland national themes.
Chardha sees kites as symbols
of life’s ebb and flow. He re
flected. "There are ups anc
downs, sometimes you ha
to pull yourself through and
sometimes just go with the
flow. Flying kites lets me re-
flect better” Healso lamented
the inereasing disconnect of
people from nature, noting
how kite-flying affords a uni-
que get-together on a sunny
field for health benefits, vita-
min Dand socialising.
Subhasish Panda, wice-
chairman of DDA, while tal-
kingto TOT, highlighted how,
the park came a long way
from being a wasteland to a
scenic beauty to charm the
Delhiites. "Any green project
DDA undertakes isincomple-
tewithout the main stakehol-
der, which isthe public. Thre
ugheventslilkie these, wewish
to encourags people to visit
open spaces and acknowled-
ge the biadiversity while sha-
ring an open space. The Pa-
tang Utsav is a grear start as
we look forward tomoresuch
activities,” hesaid.
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HC asks govt to clear stand on
encroachments in forest areas

File photo for representation

DATED <o

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi High Courthas asked
Delhi government to clear its stand on
alleged encroachments in Asola Bhatti
Wildlife Sanctuary and Central Ridge
forest areas. It has also directed the go-
vernment to ensure that forest land is
free from any encroachment, and place
before it any stay orders passed by co-
urts with respect to alleged illegal colo-
niesconstructed inforest areas.

“It can’t be that 700 illegal colonies
are operating from the forest without
any stay order. There should be no en-
croachment. Theland should be encro-
achmentfree," abenchof ActingChief

. Justice Manmohan and Justice Man-
meet PS Arorasaidinarecenthearing.

The court asked the government to
file a short affidavit, explicitly stating
that thereisnoencroachment in Asola
Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary and Central
Ridge.It waghearingabatch of PILson
the problem of poor ambient air quali-
ty in Delhi, an issue which it has also
taken up on its own (suo motu)and ap-
pointedanamicuscuriae(friend of the
court)toassist it in the matter.

Senior advocate Kailash Vasudev,
the amicus curiae, submitted thataro-
und 1,770 unauthorised colonies exist
in the national capital, which have be-
en sought to be regularised. Out of
these, almost 700 are oncommon villa-
gelandsand in forest areas.

The court had earlier directed Del-
hi government, Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) and Delhi Deve-
lopment Authority (DDA) to explain
how clearances were granted for new

; i

The amicus had earlier shown
certain photographs to the
court to highlight the loss of
forest cover, especially in areas
around the Asola sanctuary, the
airport and Rashtrapati Bhavan

constructions in the Southern Ridge
forest area where a multi-storey hou-
sing project has already come up.

The amicus curiae told the court
about alleged illegal construction acti-
vities being carried out in Chattarpur
within Southern Ridge and flagged the
issue. The court had also observed that
the national capital was losing its fo-
rest cover “drastically” and “injusti-
ce” wasbeingdone to nature,

The amicus had earlier shown cer-
tain photographs to the court to high-
light the loss of forest cover, especially
in areas around the Asola sanctuary,
the airport and Rashtrapati Bhavan.
While giving his suggestions for incre-
asing the forest cover in the city, Vasu-
dev had said the government shoul
clear the identified areas in the rid
of encroachments.
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With visit to two colonies, AAP
begins campaign to ‘save slums’

UPASIKA SINGHAL
NEW DELHI. JANUARY 14

KICKING OFF its “Ghar Bachao, BJP
"Hatao™ campaign, AAP ministers
Atishi and Saurabh Bharadwaj
Sunday visited the BR Camp be-
. hind Race Course and Safdarjung
1) colony, where residents have re-
ceived eviction notices.

At the ][] colony behind the
Safdarjung Flying Club, residents
said they received a notice from
the Northern Railways on
November 30 last year, saying
their homes were built on govern-
ment land and they had to vacate
in15days.

Aocording to Mahinder(30),a
resident of the colony, the matter
for permanent settlement has
been pending in the High Court
since 2018 and they had stay or-
ders from the court to maintain
the status quo. “They (railway au-
thorities) showed up with bull-
dozers onDecember 15and when
we showed them the court orders,
they told us they'll demolish our
houses anyway,” he alleged.

Residents claimed they ran
from pillarto post seeking help.“It
is only because politicians could
push our cause through that we
could get another stay order from
the HC on the evening of
December 15,” said Mahinder.

Bharadwaj, who is the Urban
Development minister, during his
visit to the colony, said, “Agencies
such as the Railways, DDA, ASI,
and L&DO are conspiring to de-

become a political hot potato,
with both AAP and BJP blaming
the other for a large number of JJ
colonies being removed over the
pasttwo months. Since the action
comes before the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, MPand BJP leaders are

(Top) Atishi addresses residents of BR Camp; Bharadwaj
colony.

reads the eviction notice at Safdarjung]JJ

against demolition. That land in
Delhi is a matter that comes un-
der the Centre is something AAP
is making sure is known.
people, Bharadwaj
said that old ] colonies have been
identified and listed by the Delhi
and thislisthasbeen
shared with the Supreme Court.
“These clusters are so old that
based on law, you cannot remave
them. First, the government must
make in-situ housing for resi=
dents. After everyone has shifted,
onlythen can the government de-
molish the area,” he said.

Atishi, who also holds the
PWD portfolio, alleged that de-
spite pre-election promises of
providing homes in the same lo-
cations, the Delhi Development

Authority, under the BJP's influ-
ence, intends to relocate slum
dwellers 50 km away to Narela
and Kakrola. Accusing the BJP of
deceptive practices, she stated,

"Before elections, BJP pledges
houses in existing locations, but
post-elections, promises
cumble.”

BJP Delhi secretary, Bansuri
responsible for the plight of peo-
ple. “The Chief Minister will have
to answer what his government
has done in the last nine years to |
provide houses to the poor. Ifhe |
had allowed the Pradhan Mantri |
Awas\‘ojamtobeunp]enmwd
in Delhi, perhaps no poor persan |
would have had to live ina slum
today,” she said.

_l"?

_Hindustan Times

Apicture ofthe kit esivalposted by LG VK Sexenaon X.
‘Thank you, Delhi’:

LG hails kite event,
bats for more fests

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The two-day inter-
national kite festival, “Patang
Utsav”, concluded on Sunday
with nearly 5,000 visitors and
artistes from various states
showecasing their handicraft at
Baansera, Delhi's first bamboo-
theme park, on the banks of the
Yamuna at Sarai Kale Khan.
Lieutenant governor (LG) VK
Saxena, who maugurated the
festival to mark the sun’s “Uttar-
ayan” (transitioning from south
to north) and the festivals asso-
ciated with it, posted on X:
“Thank You Delhi. Your enthu-
siasm and warm response to the
Patang Utsav, made the efforts
put in by @official_DDA worth

. it, Let us look forward to more

such events at various other
locations developed by DDA
* (Delhi Development Authority),
, across the City. Let us make the
i Cltyfs calendar of events more

lively.”

An LG house official said that
people came out in large num-
bers with their family on the
second day of the festival. “Over

5,000 people visited Baanserato |

celebrate the Patang utsav and
all tickets were sold by the sec-
ond day. The success of the fes-
tival, also opens the way for
DDA to organise more such
events at different sites that
have been recently developed at
different locations across the
city,” the official added.

The festival, organised by
DDA, saw over 30 professional
kite flyers from Rajasthan, Sik-
kim, Maharashtra, Karnataka,
Punjab, Lakshadweep and Guj-
arat, and featured a pavilion dis-
playing the history of kites.

The official added that diplo-
mats from countries such as
Seychelles, Mongolia, Mali, Bur-
undi, Bolivia, Niger, Austria,
Maldives, Libya, and Peru also
participated in the festival.
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Kites dot Delhl skyline as Baansera hosts festival

EXPRESS HEWS SERVIGE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

OVER 5,000 visitors flocked to
Delhi's bamboo-themed park,
Baansera, on the banks of the
Yamuna, over the weekend to cel-
ebrate “patang utsav”,a two-day
kite festival organised by the DDA
on the occasion of Makar
Sankranti. The event, inaugurated
by L-G V K Saxena, sold out all
tickets by the second day Sunday.
More than 30 professional ki-
tists from various states show-
cased their arustry atthe event,

It was organised for Makar Sankranti. Praveen Khanna

sizes, and colours, mcludmgme

flying kites of diverse shapes,

tended by Union Minister of

Tricolour, train, and eagle de-

signs. The festivities were at-

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI

MONDAY, JANUARY 15, 2024

state for External Affairs and
Culture Meenakshi Lekhi; MPs
Harsh Vardhan, Ramesh Bidhuri,
and Gautam Gambhir, along
with foreign envoys and diplo-
mats from multiple countries.
Saxena commended the
DDA for its efforts in organising
the festival and transforming
Baansera's "earlier degraded
Jandscapeintoavibrantand

AAP again accuses Centre of plan
to demolish slums, BJP hits back

Times News NETwoRK Atishi visited the
’ BR Camp slum while -
New Delhi: Launching the . .
_'Ghar Bachao, BJP Hatao' . Bh!ﬁldw met
campaign, Delhi cabinet mi- residents of slums
nisters Atishi and Saurabh near the Safdarjung

slum clusters and accused
the BJP of conspiring to re-
miove glum dwellers.

Atishi visited the BR
Camp slum while Bharadwaj
met residents of slums near
the Safdarjung Flying Club
in south Delhi. “The BJP-led
central government is cons-
piring to raze slum areas of
Delhi and relocate residents
40to50km from their homes,"
- Atishisaid, during her visit.

The minister said that as
long as the people of BR
Camp do not get flats in the

same place as their existing
houses, they will not let DDA
touch even a single house.

“Whether we have to stand
in front of bulldozers or obta-
in orders from the court, AAP
will notlet the people living in
jhuggis of BR Camp become
homeless,"” she said.

BJP-led DDA is forcing
slum dwellers to relocate 50
km away in Narela and Kakro-
la, pushing them miles away
from their jobsand their child-
ren’s schools, she said. ¢

Bharadwaj said drivers,
maids and cooks have been li-
ving in Delhi's JJ.clusters
with their families. He said
that for the last few months,
central governmentagencies
are conspiring to demolish
the clusters wherever they

‘areon theirland.

Hitting back, leader of op-
position in the Delhi Assem-
bly Ramvir Singh Bidhuri sa-
id Delhi government was tre-
ating slum dwellers unjustly
‘“More than 55,000 flats are re-
ady forslumdwellers in Delhi
but government could not al-
lot those flats. These flats we-
re ready before AAP came to
power andarenow inadilapi-
dated condition,” he said.

Bidhuri said AAP leaders
were shedding crocodile te-

n space”. On the first day of
éhﬂ:event on Saturday, Saxena
said the festival was a tribute to
Lord Ram who is said to have
‘ﬂovmhtesmhlsd“”{mﬂ —a5
| DDA clears
encroachments
in Gokalpuri
New Delhi: The Delhi
Development
Authority (DDA) on
Sunday cleared
ars for the slum dwellers. “If o at o
slum dwellers are removed g;e g:,mk:lnt Ia_.rld 2
anywhere in Delhi, flats are | officials sa?;n. i
ready in Delhi for their reha- policeoitee o
bilitation. The central go- arrh-encroacwhs:d o
vernment not only provided drive was und v
landfortheseflats butalsopa- at Hmam”&er %4
id50% of theexpensesforthe- ' Amar Col iy
irconstruction,” he said.. mlp"ﬁoilnw =
BJP president Virendra northeast Delhi
Sachdeva said: “Central go- Sunday morni 2
vernment has built thousands "The %MQ‘
of houses for the poor of Delhi district is i
in Kathputli Colony, Kalkaji to wards sy
andJailerwala Bagh but Kejri- the area — both
wal should tell what he has do- physically as well
neto give homes to the poor.” as from crime
“Kejriwal has neitherallo- and criminals,” the
wed the benefits of the Prad- officer said. e

hanMantri Awas Yojana tore-

ach the real poor in rented ho- |

uses, nor given them free elec-
tricity and water,” he said.

—— i
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Where Development Values Nature

A celebration of

ﬂylng COlOTS International Kite Festival

‘ ‘ 13-14 January, 2024 ¢ N
« Baansera , a
Near Sarai Kale Khan, New Delhi =% 3
About 100 acre of degraded landscape of C&D waste, restored and rejuvenated |
‘ into an open breathable public green space under thick bamboo cover. , ’
= |NAUGURATION BY e ;

Shri Vinai Kumar Saxena |
Hon'ble Lt. Governor, Delhi

on 13" January, 2024 For lacation,
scan QR code

N ’ 5 13° January 2024 | 12 PM Onwards

R el

=< :
[ 14" January 2024 | 10 AM Onwards |8

KEY HIGHLIGHTS =

¢ Showcasing innovative kites from India and abroad ¢ Theme pavilion on history of kites ¢ Patang Bazaar ¢ Traditional food and handicrafts stall
¢ Cultural performances by folk artists ¢ Exclusive activities for kids

Celebrate Lohri, Makar Sankranti, Entry fee ¥50/- per person
Bihu, Pongal, Maghi and Uttarayani with us DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY Free for children upto 10 years

mistry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Govt. of India, Vikas Sadan, INA, New Delhi-110023 | Followuson . ) ofﬁcial_.dda i ddaofficial @ official_dda_ @) Official_dda
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