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" Tulips to bloom at
forest dept over tree felling newParae
: mpiex auring
Times News NeTwork 300 y ; &
Byt i YOU READ IT HERE Budget session
I ional : New Delhi: After Rashtrapati
ol atorrert Nations! — Korest dept sends notice to Brava: bacming e il
notice to secretary, ministry ¢ ’ orn the new Parliament Ho-
of defence; principal chief Arm HQfor free Offence use complex. “The tulip bulbs
e P g S e el b el v
ment Authority, in a matter i o i s’ Budget session. For the first ti-
related to tree cutting while ~ snetestoteamriermaer ; trg:-;lﬁlps a{;!_l l‘l:l;ms plamfgaqﬁ

clearing 8.7 hectares on the
Central Ridge.

TOI carried a report on
December 18, 2023, that the fo-
rest department claimed that
trees were cut in violation of
Delhi Preservation of Tree
Act1994, Forest Conservation
Act 1980 and Indian Forest
Act 1927 and it had issued a
notice to Quarter Master Ge-
neral, Army Headquarter.

“The news item discloses
asubstantial issuerelatingto
compliance of the environ-
mental norms,” said the

! bench headed by Justice Pra-
kash Shrivastava. The matter
was heard on January 8, but
the order’s copy was shared
on Wednesday.

TOI had earlier reported
that the forest department in
its notice said, “A report has
been received regarding clea-
ringof treesat Central Ridge,
whereas it has been observed
with periodical analysis of

arters regarding an offence
of tee catting allegedly by
the Foree while clearing an
area of 78 hectares on the
Central Hidpe

The fores depariment s
i the army’s acton violated
the Delhh Preservation of
Trre Art, 1934, Forest Comar-
vation Act, 1990, and Imdian
Fores et 1927

oogle Earth images thatan
area of approximately 8.7 Ha
has been cleared, the same is
a violation of Forest Conser-
vation Act1980".

The notice had directed
Quarter Master General, Ar-
my Headquarter, to furnish
the report on why a complaint
shouldnotbefiledagainst him
or her for the offence. It added
that on May 24, 1994, the Cen-
tral Ridge has been declared a
reserve forest under Section 4
of Indian Forest Act,1927.

The Army had then said,
“The Army is ascertaining
the details of the violation

tedintheareaatCen-
tral Ridge by the department

of forests and wildlife. Neces-
sary action as per existing po-
licy willbe taken.

“Army follows an institu-
tionalised mechanism of
‘Watch and Ward’ of all land
parcels and safeguarding of
trees. For tree felling in the
construction zone of new pro-
jects undertaken by the Army,

aDelhiRaj Niwas an official.
Following a conversation
between Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla and lieutenant go-
vernor VK Saxena, the New
Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC) has made 3,000 tulip
bulbs available to the Parlia-
ment secretariat.
NDMChasprocured3lakh
tulip bulbs, double than last
year. While2lakhbulbsare be-
ing planted in the NDMC are-
as, the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) is using the
rest to beautify prominent
parks, besides the Yamunaflo-
odplain such as Baansera and
Asita. At least 500 bulbs will
beautify the Raj Niwas lawn.
“NDMC had ordered yell-
ow, white, orange, purple, bl-
ue, pink and red tulips, which
are expected to bloom by Ja-
nuary-end,” said the official.
NDMC and DDA will also
plant varieties of seasonal flo-
werslike petunia, poppy, dian-
thus, hollyhock and pansy
that will start blooming in the
spring,” headded. mn
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3,000 tulips to greet MPs in

newly built Parlia

STAFF REPORTER m NEW DELHI

fter Rashtrapati Bhawan,

blooming tulips will wel-
come the parliamentarians
and visitors during the forth-
coming Budget Session as
3,000 bulbs have been plant-
ed in the newly constructed
Parliament House. According
to Raj Niwas officials, Delhi
Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena requested Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla dur-
ing a conversation that tulips
be planted at the new
Parliament Building.

The officials said the New
Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC) made 3,000 bulbs
available to the Parliament
Secretariat. An official said
the tulips are expected to be
in bloom when the
Parliament convenes for the
upcoming Budget Session.

“The MPs and visitors alike
will be welcomed by Tulips
for the first time ever," he
added. The NDMC had pro-
cured a record three lakh
bulbs this year -- double the
amount last year.

While two lakh bulbs will be

PR —

adorning various sites in the
NDMC area, the remaining
one lakh tulip bulbs will be
used by the Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) to adorn its various
arks across the city apart
m Baansera and Asita. The
official said that 500 tulip
bulbs have also been planted
in the Raj Niwas Campus for
the first time.
Tulip flowers in yellow, white,
orange, purple, blue, pink
and red colour shades and
other varieties of seasonal
flowers like Petunia, Salvia,
Cineraria, Antirrhinum,
Poppy, Verbena, Dianthus.

ment House

Hollyhock, Nasturtium,
Coreopsis, Pansy and Lianum
etc. Will be planted soon at
prominent locations for full
public view. While tulips
will be planted in 65 locations,
other winter flowers would
adorn the capital at 91 loca-
tions, the officials said.
Tulips would be planted in
prominent places, including
the diplomatic area of Shanti
Path, Talkatora Garden,
Windsor Place, Central Park
(Connaught Place), Mandi
House, Akbar Road,
Chanakyapuri, Lodhi Garden
and Nehru Park and RML
round.
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Delhi’s drainage system ‘absolutely pathetic: HC

NEW DELHI: The drainage when we have so many technol- Hi h" hTS
system in the national capital ~ ogies, a bench of Acting Chief 1 UIMIGNTS
is “absolutely pathetic” and in  Justice Manmohan and Justice
a “very bad state of affairs’, the Manmeet PS Arora said while  problem of waterlogging
Delhi High Court observed on  referring to an underpass near
Wednesdaywhileaskingauthori- ~ Bharat Mandapam.
ties to wake up and act against The high court was hearing
the problem of waterlogging. two suo motu petitions, initi-  cannot do everything
The high court also said the ated on its%]wn,on trl;el;:aat;r&
cies cannot be tamed - logging problem in Delhi
:ﬁﬂe,’ and added that the zf;?rm on theissue of rainwater harvest-  won! waterlogging problem,
has to come from within the ingand easing trafficjamsin the ~were broken at ITO, near the
authorities and courts cannot  national capital duringmonsoon  Delhi Zoo and the high court.
do everything. and other periods. The bench said while this was
“The drainage system is in Giving some instances of the callousness of the authorities
a bad state of affairs. Ithad  waterlogging in the New Delhi  in the New Delhi area, one can-
WZK, collapsed. Do we have area, Justice Manmohan said, notimagine thesituation in other
a drainage system in Delhi or  “Some of us were complaining  parts of the city,
we don't have it? It is absolutely  that during monsoon we got “Take it asa wake-up call and

etic. I.mkatthcncwarli_ehas
which have been set up. The
new construction gets flooded
today. Whohascpnstmctod it?
In todafs times it gets flooded

fishes in our drawing rooms
while we were vegetarians and
in one of the bungalows, a snake
came in with the flow of water."
The court said sewage lines

» Delhi HC asked authorities to wake up and act against the

» Court said agencies cannot be tamed by anyone and that
reform has to come from within the authorities and courts

» Court was hearing suo motu petitions, initiated on its own,

start working now itself. Don't
wait for April or for the mon-
soon. To put it mildly, things are
very, very bad and your agen-
cies cannot be tamed by anyone.

Everybody is a tiger in his own
area, nobody listens to anyone
or to any advice," the annoyed
bench said. It further said there
was no common verified plan
'f.ir::;!dmm' ge sy:tem and added
every year during monsoon,
Delhiites get lose“:“lllfe“famws"
.photograph of Minto Bri
in Central Delhi su in
water with a bus stuck under it.
“Absolutely pathetic situ-
ation. What are you all doing?

Your s dum

into mﬁ’{'ﬁ\??:hd then gnia{h?egz
contractor to clean the drains.
There are no clear instructions
on what they have to do. Things
are very bad.” the bench said
and asked the authorities to get
instructions on the issue and
listed the matter on January 16.

The court also asked the law-
yers representing the agencies to
have a “brainstorming session”
with the authorities and come
up with some solutions.

The Centre, Delhi gov-
ernment, I;iell'ﬁ Ii;lwlopment
Authority, Municipal Corpora-
&0&1 “?'f [l);h Dethi Police, Pub-

orks Department, Delhi
Jal Board, Delhi Cantonment
Board, New Delhi Municipal
Council and the Flood 1rriga~

tion Department are party to
petitions. lj:;
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