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MCD looks for land near Yamuna
for compensatory afforestation

Vibha.Sharma
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Municipal Cor-
porationof Delhi(MCD) clai-
med to have written to Delhi
Development Authority for
providing a piece of land at
O-zone (next to Yamuna) for
compensatory afforestation.
The civic body stated that
they have planned todevelopa
secondengineered landfillsite
at Sultanpur Dabasbutithasa
large number of kikar trees.
“We sought permission
from the forest department
for clearing trees from the
identified 49-acre site in lieu
of doing compensatory affo-
restation at another land at
Ghumanhera near Haryana
border,” saidan MCD official
“However, the department
had later put a condition tn"l

296 illegal colonies to be part of sewer

identify a site near Yamuna for
compensatory afforestation.
We have written to the DDA in
this regard, requesting them
toprovidelandfor plantingthe
trees and waiting for their re-
ply” said the official.

A senior DDA official, ho-
wever, stated that the autho-
rity hasnot received any cor-
respondence from MCD in
thisregard.

The civic body is expec-
ting that the inert and other
processing waste generated
from the upcoming waste to
energy (WtE)plants at Bawa-
na will be transported by the
concessionaire to this engi-
neered landfill.

Meanwhile, the work was
already completed at the first
engineered landfill at Tehk-
hand, which will be inaugura-
ted any time this month, and

inert or ash generated from
Tehkhand and Okhla WiE
plants would bediverted here.
Officials said that; both*
the engineered landfill sites
will be different from thecon-

' ventional landfills as it will

ensuredisposal of wasteina
scientific manner. These si-
tes will also have provision
for a leachate treatment
plant toavoid leachate perco-
lation in the ground.

“At the Tehkhand site, we

have facilities in place todo |

the task. The leachate collec-
ted will be studied first for
quality verification and ba-
sed on the results, will utilise
it at the green belt to be crea-
ted as per guidelines on 6.2 |
acre area around landfill. A
similar facility will be crea-
ted at the second site also,”
said the official. g

=T BT AT 4

network by Nov, chief secy tells NGT

Privangi.Agarwal@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Chief secretary Naresh Kumar
has informed National Green Tribunal that
of thetotal sewage being generated in Delhi,
82% was beingtreated whilethere- mai-

ning mostly came from unautho-
rised colonies. Out of 1,799 unaut-
horised colonies in Delhi, 1,031 are
connected to sewage treatment
plantsand 296 colonies willbe con-

nected by Nov this year.

“Of the total 1,799 unauthori-
sed colonies in Delhi, sewer lines
were laid and commissioned in
747 coloniesfor treatmentof sewa-
ge in 8TPs or decentralised sewage tre-
atment plants (DSTPs) in Jan 2023, purms
the last one year, sewerage network was pro-
yided to 284 more unauthorised eolonies,
and now, 1,031 out of total 1,789 unauthorised
colonies in Delhi have sewerage network.
The work of providing sewerage network in
remaining 768 unauthorised colonigs is at

variousstages,” said the chief secretaryina

reportsubmitted toNGT.

ILLEGAL COLONIES
GOT SEWERAGE

NETWORK DURING
2023, SAYS REPORT

According to the report, the high-level
committee for rejuvenation of the Yamuna
took up the matter of unauthorised colonies
not connected to the sewage network,

“Atameetingon Jan10, it direc-
ted DDA to provide status in re-
spect of four unauthorised coloni-
es falling under ‘o zone’ to DJB.
DJBtoexpeditethe layingof sewe-
rage network in remaining unaut-
horised colonies, includingfive co-
lonies for which NOC has been is-
sued by the forest department; one
colony for which ASI has given the

permission; three colonies for which it
was informed that they don't fall under the
jurisdictionof ASI;and22coloniestracedby
DJB,” said thereport.

Thecommitteeasked DJBtopravideare-
porton how sewagefrom12unauthorised co-
lonies, in which providing a sewerage sy-
stem is not feasible, would be dealt with,

DA e
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“Tree officer’s nod must
for work in 2m radius’

New Delhi: Delhi High Court
has directed that all agencies
in the national capital will ne-
ed thetreeofficer'spermission
toundertake civil work within
atwo-metreradiusof anyexis-
ting tree.

Justice Mini Pushkarna
has ordered that the condition
shall be incorporated into all
work contracts and tenders is-
sued by government agencies
and there will be a strict penal-
tvincaseof non-compllanoa

“This court directs that all
the agencies which undertake
civil works in Delhishall, in fu-
ture, incorporate in their work
contracts and tenders issued
for carrymgoutanycivilwnﬁ-(s
in Delhi the specificstipulation
that in case any work is to be
commenced, which is withina
two-metre radius of any exis-
tmgtree.theperm!ssmn of the

- -

tree officer shall have to be ta-
ken asamandatory condition,”
the court said in arecent order.

“The work contracts and
tenders issued by the various
government agencies shall al-
so contain the specific supula
tion that in case there is non-
compliance of the aforesaid
condition of taking permis-

sion from the tree officer, the '

same shall entail strict penal-
ty” itadded.

It added that the directives
shall be strictly followed by the
various government agencies
in Delhi undertaking any civil

work, including
velopment Authority  (DDA),
Central Public Works Depart-
ment (CPWD), Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD), Dethi
Jal Board (DJB) and National
Buildings Construction Corpo-
mnonanted(NBGC[z) PTI

the Delhi De- .

MCD pushes pilot project for

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi has joined
hands with Delhi Develop-
ment Authority to expedite
the approval of Road Net-
work Plan (RNP) of three
unauthorised coloniesasapi-
lot project in thecity.

* According to officials, the
RNPs of Khirki Extension in
gouth Delhi, Saroop Nagar
Extension in north Delhiand
EastAzad Nagarin east Delhi
will be thefirst step inregula-
rising approximately 1,800
unauthorised colonies.

. The plan broadly suggests
wideningof roads intheseco-
lonies in three categories
(6m, 9m, and 12m). "In the pro-
cess, wewillrequiretoobtain
land from the plots from
unauthorised colonies. The
funds for implementing the
project is expected to be rou-
ted through DDA," said an
MCD official.

Joining hands with DDA
aims to streamline submis-

sionand processingof applica-
tions for the RNPs’layout, said
theofficial, adding "We haveal-
ready issued notice in this re-
gard on Friday and now the ci-
vie body will also focus on en-
hancingefficiency and addres-
sing the concerns of residents’
welfare associations (RWAs),
groups of landowners, and de-
veloper entities (DEs).

“We will encourage all sta-
Keholders to review the propo-
sed RNPs and provide their va-
luable suggestions or objec-
tions through the mentioned
email ids within 30 days. MCD
will diligently consider the fe-
edback received beforeforwar-
ding the finalised RNPs to the
competent authority for app-
roval,” said the official. The
last date of filing the objec-
tions or suggestions is Feb 24.

MCD’s town planning de-
partment has already publis-
hed the map plans proposing
road widening in these colo-
nies for feedback.

After the RNP notifica-
tion on March 8, 2022, lack of

“road plan in 3 illegal colonies

participation from RWAs,
landowners, and DEs was ob-
served in submitting propo-
sals to DDA or MCD. “Recog-
nising the need for a renewed
approach, DDA has collabo-
rated with the MCD to devise
RNPs of three colonies, in
consultation with the School
of Planning and Architectu-
re,” said the official.

DDA later forwarded
RNPs of unauthorised colo-
nies to MCD for approval.
“These RNPs represent layo-
utsfor unauthorised colonies
falling under the jurisdiction
of MCD and are currently av-
ailable for public feedback
and suggestions on the websi-
teof MCD,” said official.

The proposed RNP also
specifies the colonies’ boun-
daries, existing roads, propo-
sed roads by widening and
augmentation, and residenti-
al areas in addition to the lo-
cation of govt institutions
such as schools, Delhi Jal Bo-
ard facilities and a proposed

police station.

After long wait, DDA hopes to complete
Ph1of Au'port Drain Prolect by March

@ﬂmesgmup.com

. New Delhi: Delhi Develop-
ment Authority will comple-
te work on phase I (1.4 k) of

/Airport Drain Project in this
financial year.

! The long-awaited project
will address the problem of
flooding of runways, termi-
nals, surroundings of Indira
Gandhi International (IGI)
airport, and some parts of
, Dwarka. Lieutenant gover-
¢ nor VK Saxena reviewed the
! project’s status during a jo-
_int jpeetinglastmonth.

. 'The project, costing Rs 68
crore, included constructing

| a2.8 km drain along the air-

port boundary wall (op, posl

| tesactors Dwarka)!nd

g

divided in two phases (1.4 km
each). While the phase I dra-
in is supposed to be connec-
ted to the upstream side of
trunk drain 2, the phase II
drain will be connected tothe
downstream sideof thesame
drain. This will help in pro-
perdischargingof rainwater
fromIGI Airport.

The work on the project,

conceived in 2019, started in’

Aug 2020. “It was getting
stuck due to a delay in tree
cutting permission from the
forest department. However,
after long efforts permission
was granted and till date ma-
Jority of work at the site has
been completed. We are ex-

pectingthatno issugof water- -

logging will be reported this

monsqon in and around the

vidtheofficial,

. said an official earlier

Whl]ﬁ the previous drain
wasn't big enough to meet the
requirements, the size of the
new drain will be enough to
ensure no water collection
happenedat thenorthernside
of theairport, said officials.

“The size of the newly
constructed drain is 20 met-
re*2 metre at major portion

(under phase I) in compari-

son to size of old drain
which was 2 metre*l metre
diameter. Inphase2, the size
of the drain will be 12metre
wide*2 metre deep. Work is
also in progress at phase II
of the drain also, however
due to heavy traffic move-
mentneartheprojectsite we
have to work cautiously," sa-

Earlier, a study was done
for upgrading the drainage
system in two phases after
the airport authority appro-
ached DDA toresolve the wa-
terlogging problem on its
northern side. On the south
side, PWD had already
constructed a drain. “After
completion of survey and
other ground exercises, we
moved for on for
tree translocation rela-
ted afforestation in Nov 2020
to the forest department,”™
said officials.

Later on LG's direction,
DDA moved high court see-
kingadirectiontothedepart-
ment of environment,
GNCTD for granting permis-
sion, which was granted on
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Mosque razed, mad

Ridhima.Gupta@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Having lost his
only pair of slippers under
the rubble af the demolished
mosque, Mohammad
wasin themarketon Friday to
buyanew pair “When the offi.
cials came to bring down otir
mosqueand madrassa, we we-
ren!. given any time to collect
ur belongings,” said the 12-
}’w.r‘-o]dboy 1left the place ba-
refoot in the cold. Today, the
maulana gave us some money
tobuy new chappals.”

Afral isamong the 20 child-
ren who lived and studied at
the Behrul Uloom madrassa
adjacent to the Akhunji Ma-
siid in south Delhi's Mehrauli.
The mosque, claimed to have
‘been built in the 13th-century,
avasdemolished by DelhiDeve-

lopment Authority onJan 30.
Narrating what happened
that morning, M Saad, 12, told
TOI, “Like any other day, I wo-
ke up at 5am and was going to
it down for my morning stu-
dy 1 saw my friend who had
just returned from the mor-
ning azaan and he looked ter-
rified. He said that police and
scores of people were coming
towards our mosque. 1 could
not understand what was hap-
pening.and thenwithinanho-
ur, they started demolishing
ourmadrassa and mosque ™
The demolition has left
the students discouraged.
Shoaib, 15, who will sit for his
Class X exams this year,said,
“I am scared now of not just
my future, but also thatof my
friends at the madrassa. We
received lessons on our lap-

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

tops, but despite our plea-
ding, the officials did not al-
low us to collect our laptops,
noteven ourbooks.”

Standing quietly in the
corner, Asif, 9, the youngest
student there,only hopedthat
he would oneday get back the
madrassa in the same place
and with the same gates.

Zakir Hussaln, imam of
the Akhunji Masjid, said the
children were mostly orp-
hans, Hussain sald he himself
studied at the razed madrassa
and was the imam for 13 years.
“Even illegal occupiers of
govtland get anotice for demo-
lition and time to shift their
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DISTRESSED: Local residents claimed that the demolished mosque
was a notified heritage structure though the madrassa was not

barricaded the roads leading

to themosque and werenot al-

lowing Incals and media per-

sonneél into the area. Locals
[

améwgrmr nraﬁmgermm

mam mﬁm

(MR vl
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claimed that themosque wasa
notified heritage structure
ﬂwuuhmemadqssawasnct

glso allega-

Mumt. i)
e vﬂiﬂmtm‘
A He
masu%“} Kok b

tions that a graveyard had be-
en affected during the demoli-
tion of the adjacent masjid.
Nasir Ali, 85, the earetaker of
the facility. r:]nimed it was the
final restingplaceof many pe-
ople and there were many re-
cent burials too. Some of the
were broken during
the demolition drive, he said.
Area resident Ikram, 68, sa-
id, “The demolition was carri-
ed out under heavy security
and the rubble was collected
and disposed of almost imme-
diately. The whole place has be-
enbarricaded and police aren’t
allowing usto go inside even to
pay respect to our deceased re-
latives at the graveyard.”
DDA officials reasoned
that the structure was in San-
jay Van, a reserved forest
whjeh is part of the Southern

Ridge. As per the decision of
Ridge Management Board,
the Ridge area has to be freed
of all encroachments, they
claimed. In a statement, DDA
said, “The remaval of illegal
structures, religious in natu-
re, was approved by the Reli-
gious Committee,”

Sohail Hashmi, a Delhi-ba-
sed oral historian and herita-
ge conservationist, told The
Printthat the mosque was one
of the 3,000 monuments listed
by the Archaeclogical Survey
of India in 1920. The list was
published in three volumes,
titled The Monuments of Del-
hi: Lasting Splendour of the
Great Mughals and Others.
Hashmi said, “The idgah of
old Delhi and Akhunji Masjid
are mentioned in volume 3 of
thisliston pages83and 84. The

rassa students and residents pick up the pieces

Plyal bhattacharies
e =

British wanted to know what
structures they could demo-
lish to build the new city and
maulviZafar Hasan, assistant
superintendentof ASIin1920,
helped prepare the informa-
tion on the history of these
monuments for protection.”
While the exactdateof the
structure's construction is
unknown, there is a date in
the list regarding its repair in
1217, said Hashmi, signifying
it is at least a 13th-century
structure. He pointed out that
entry no. 133 on pages 83 and
84 was related to the idgah of
old Delhi, which existed in
the timesof Timur, whileent-
ry no. 135 was the mosque of
Akhunji, which existed in
1217 and thus meant that it
was there during the Slave dy-
nasty, post-Razia Sultan’s era.
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Calling it illegal, DDA

demolished mosque in
Mehrauli; ASI records

listed it a century ago

The Akhoondji Masjid was demolished on January 30. e

VIDHEESHA
KUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI,FEBRUARY 4

NO ONE'S quite sure when the
Akhoondji Masjid was built in
Mehrauli. But the “Mosque of
Akhondji” was listed in a 1922
publication by an officer of the
Archaeological Survey of India
who recorded that while its con-
struction date was “unknown”,
the mosque was repaired in
“1270AH (18534 AD)", and that
 itlaywest toto anoldIdgah that
“existed when Timur invaded
Indiain1398AD", .
On January 30, the Delhi

Development Authority (DDA)
razed the Akhoondji mosque
and a madrasa, describing them
as “illegal structures” in Sanjay
Van, a reserved forest area.
“Removal of the illegal struc-
tures, religious in nature, wasap-
proved by the Religious
Committee, conveyed vide
Minutes of Meeting dated
27/01/2024," the DDA said.

OnJanuary 31, the DelhiHigh
Court sought an explanation
from the DDA on the basis of
which it demolished the
mosque,and “whetherany prior
notice was given before taking
the demolition action™.
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;Mosque razed inlMehrauii" fisted by ASI a century ago

The DDA was told by the
High Court to reply within a
week, and the next hearing is
scheduled for February 12.
out that the Sanjay Van was no-
tified as a reserved forest area
only in 1994, s0 how could the
old mosque have been an en-
croachment.

The DDA's own document
onthe Sanjay Van states, “Sanjay
Van is a part of Mehrauli/South
central ridge of Delhi,.. To pro-
tect and develop this heritage
intoa green belt, DDA in the 70s
carved this area of 784 acres
now called Sanjay Van... One

can approach Sanjay Van (a no-

| tified reserve forest as per the

1994 notification under section
4 of the Indian Forest Act 1927)
from Aruna Asaf Ali Marg... or
from Qutub Institutional
According to the 'List of
Muhammadan and Hindu
Monuments, Volume III' by
Maulvi Zafar Hasan, Assistant
Superintendent, Archaeological
Survey of India, published in

1922, the “Mosque of Akhondji”
was “some 100yards to the west
of Idgah” that “existed when
Timur invaded India in 1398
AD".

It recorded this about the
mosque; “Date of building un-
known, date of repair 1270 AH
(18534 AD)”

It mentioned that on a red
sandstone slab fixed over the
central anch, the following words
Were engraved (translation):

“Heis highand most power-
ful. (1) O Zafarl When Akhondii
repaired this old mosque and
cleared it, (2) He enquired of wis-
dom the date of repair, it said,
‘Praise be to good and religious
man'’, The year 1270."

The entry went on to de-
scribe the structure:

“The mosque covered with
an arched roof and entered
throughthree arches supported
on double pillars of grey local
stone is 212" by 13'8" LM. It is
built of rubble masonry plas-
tered. The floor of the prayer
chamber together with that of
the courtyard is also coated with

plaster. The which is
enclosed by a wall, measures
369" by 20’ and is entered
through a doorway on the
north.”

Author Sohail Hashmi said,
“It was a functioning mosque
and... was in existence before
Sanjay Van forest land came into
existence in 1994, and that is
why these buildings were not
encroachments.”
written extensively on the his-
tory of Mehrauli, in a post on X,
said this on the demolition of the
Akhoondji mosque: “Though the
date of building is unknown, it
was repaired in 1853-4. The

for repair seems to
have been written by Emperor
ShahZafarasin 1270 AH./1853-
4 he was the only one using the
takhallus of Zafar." She too
quoted the translation of the
chronogram on the red sand-
stone slab.

Six days after the DDA action,
all that remainsis the spot where
the mosque once stood. Heavily
barricaded.
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MCD invites public suggestions on
RNP in three unauthorised colonies

NEW DELHI: The Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi has
invited suggestions or objections
from the public on approval
of the road network plan of
three unauthorised colonies in
Delhi, according to a notifica-
tion released on Sunday.

The civic body has joined
hands with the Delhi 'Devel
opment Authority (DDA) for
a pilot project on the approval
to the road network plan (RNP)
in the three colonies - Khirki
Extension in south Delhi,
Saroop Nagar Extension in
north Delhi and East Azad
Nagar in east Delhi.

. last date for submission

of the suggestions/objections is
February 24,” it said.

The objective is to streamline
the submission of applications
and related processes for the
layout of RNP in the three colo-
nies, an official statement said.

It focuses on enhancing
efficiency and addressing the
concerns of Resident Welfare
Associations (RWAs), land own-
ers’ groups and Developer Enti-
ties (DEs), it added.

The DDA has engaged the
MCD to prepare the RNP of
three colonies in consultation
with the School of Planning and
Architecture (SPA).

It has sent the RNPs to

the civic body for further
processing and approval, the
statement said.

The RNP of three colonies
is currently available for public
feedback and suggestions on the
MCD website mcdonline.nic.in.

“MCD will fully consider
the responses received before
forwarding the final RNP to
the competent authority for
approval,” the statement said.

The MCD has asked all
stakeholders including RWAs,
land owners and residents to
review the proposed RNP and
provide their suggestions or
objections through the men-

tioned email ID. MPOST
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