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Punjabi Bagh fly
to partly open in Jan

Paras Singh

paras@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Public Works
Department (PWD) plans to open
the west Delhi Ring Road corridor
between Punjabi Bagh and Moti
Nagar flyovers in two phases, with
the first section of the six-lane fly-
over at Moti Nagar intersection
expected to be ready by January
2024, senior officials associated
with the project said on Monday.
The project involves doubling
two separate three-lane flyovers at
Moti Nagar and Punjabi Bagh and
connecting them to carve a six-
lane corridor extending from ESI

Hospital to the Club Road flyover. .

The stretch is part of the Punjabi
Bagh and Raja Garden flyovers,
one of the busiest sections of Ring
Road, which is used by traffic from
north and south Delhi as well as
vehicles headed to Gurugram and
parts of Haryana.

The new corridor will also pro-
vide seamless connectivity
between Dhaula Kuan in south
Delhi to Azadpur in north Delhi,
the officials said. The infrastruc-
ture planning arm of DDA -- the
Unified Traffic and Transportation
Infrastructure (planning and engi-
neering) Centre or UTTIPEC
cleared the project in December
2020. The expenditure finance
committee of the Delhi govern-
ment provided the financial
approval for the project on May 10,
2022 while announcing that it will
be completed in the next 18
months.

The officials added that the
3352.3 crore project is being car-
ried out under the Corridor Devel-
opment and Flyover Construction
Scheme of PWD. The construction
work started in September 2022.
PWD minister Atishi inspected the
project on October 12, and directed
the department to ensure that the
construction work on both sites is
completed by January.

A senior PWD official, who
asked not to be named, said the
six-lane Moti Nagar section of the
new elevated corridor will be
opened for traffic by December
last week or early January, reliev-
ing one of the two congestion
nodes. He added that the rest of
the corridor will take more time.

“We lost momentum Jast

‘month when a ban was imposed
on construction under the Graded
. response action plan (Grap) for
two weeks between November 8
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One section of the six-lane corridor in
-~ west Delhi is likely to open by January
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2332 crores | Savren in: A
ESTIMATED COST | September 2022, ek
Elevated corridor between Raja Bagh G
Garden flyover and Punjabi Bagh S i
flyover, it involves development of ,5&@ f “’4,2,
asix-lane elevated corridor from & 4 Mok <

the ESI Hospital to the existing
Club Road half flyover, one of the
busiest road stretches in Delhi

What PWD officials say?

® The corridor will be completed
in two phases: Moti Nagar six
lane flyover will be opened by
January 2024

® The Punjabi Bagh flyover will
be completed by April 2024

How it will help

Will reduce the
carbon emission

of 1.60 lakh
tonnes annually

and 18, We are trying to complete
Moti Nagar section in the next one
month. The remaining portion of
the Club Road flyover also face
hurdles in' relocation of power
lines. It could be delayed to at least
April next year,” the official said.
A second official who also
spoke on condition of anonymity
said the agency had to place gird-
ers in the presence of heavy traffic
which slowed down the pace of
work. “In Punjabi Bagh, the reloca-
tion of power lines is taking time.
We have held series of meetings

with power companies over the

18 lakh litres

Amount of fuel
savings annually

" Raja
4 Garden

2200 crores

Money to be saved
on fuel costs

issue, We hope to wrap up the
work by April,” the official added.
“Around 1.25 lakh vehicles pass
through the two flyovers every day
and once the project is complete it
is estimated to lead to annual sav-
ing of 18 lakh litres of fuel annually,
as well as 27,000 man-hours of
labour due to reduction in conges-
tion,” the second official added.

Dhiraj Dhingra, who uses this

Ring Road section, said roads
alongside the Punjabi Bagh flyover
are in bad shape which lead to
heavy traffic snarls. “They must be
repaired soon,” Dhingra said.

> ¥ ’
- - -
-
- e

e

Over :—-----—---DATED--QE_L‘_?' 7:32—_3

MCD nod for
Dwarka mini
civic centre

Paras Singh

paras@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD) is set to
develop a multi-storey mini civic
centre complex in Dwarka over
the next three years, senior offi-
cials aware of the matter said.
The corporation has granted
administrative approval to the
3358 crore proposal moved by
the engineering department — 31
crore will be spent this year, fol-
lowed by 2150 crore, 110 crore,

| and 397 crore over the next three
| years.

According to the final proposal
submitted by MCD commissioner
Gyanesh Bharti to the municipal-

| ity, the 15-story complex, which

will have three basement floors,
will be constructed on a 9,649
sqm plot at the Dwarka Sector 11
district centre and will have a
built-up area of 79,912 sqm. Offi-
cials said the complex, which will
operate as the zonal headquarters
for the Dwarka region, will have a
capacity of 3,700 employees, with
commercial revenue generation
components and public ameni-
ties.

The project had received envi-
ronmental clearance from the
state-level expert appraisal com-
mittee (SEAC) in September.

Due to a shortage of funds, the
civic body plans to complete the
project in phases. “Our planning
department has estimated that
the building will need electrical

works worth %47.6 crore, along

with civic works worth 2310
crore. The first phase will be com-

| pleted in three years by 2026,” an

MCD official said.

According to the official, the
project has been in the conceiving
stage for nearly a decade.

“The plot was taken from the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) in 2011, and the erstwhile
South MCD hired architects and
consultants for the project in
2014. Initially, the plan was to
develop the project in partner-
ship with DDA on a commercial
basis, sharing 33.33% of the reve-
nue generated with the authority,
but we could not get a favourable
response and now we have
decided to fund it from our own
resources,” the official said,
requesting anonymity.

“The complex will also help
create a lot of parking space in the
commercial hub. The basement
sections will be able to accommo-
date 457 four-wheelers and 270
two wheelers. The parking facility
will have a dedicated section for
EV cars and charging points for
141 four wheelers. We plan to rent
out a section of the office complex
on the lines of the Civic Centre on
Minto Road — where one tower
section has been rented by the
income tax department— to gen-
erate revenue,” a second MCD
official said, also requesting ano-
nymity.

Ranbir Singh Solanki, the pres-
idént of Madhu Vihar colonies
welfare association said that sec-
tor 11 is centrally located and the
new office would be much more
accessible to people of the region.
“If all officers are available in the
district center it will save a lot of
time for residents. It is a good
move,” he added
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Times News NETWORK The agencies, Delhi Jal Bo-

| ard, Delhi Development Autho-
New Delhi: After the National rity, Public Works Department,
Green Tribunal (NGT) in Sep- New Delhi Municipal Council,
tember 2019 had directed agen- erstwhile South Delhi Munici-

ciestofollowanexpertcommit- pal Corporation, Central Gro-
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of rainwater harvesting sy- Pollution Control Committee,
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