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Govt Planning To Build spizerwim

Regular Jail At Narel

To Come Up Near High-Security Prison Complex

Atul.Mathur@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi govern-
ment hasdecided tobuildare-
gular jailalong with a high se-
curity prison complex in
northwest Delhi's Narela.
Aspertheinitial proposal,
Narela jail, which will be

spread over 40 acres, was to -

have a prison complex for 250
high-risk prisoners, inclu-
ding terrorists and hardened
criminals. According to offi-
cials of Delhi government's
home department, the propo-
sed prison complex will have
enough space to build a sepa-
rate jail for undertrials and
those convicted for white col-
larand petty crimes.

A senior official said the
Union ministry of home affa-
irs, which is funding the const-
ruction of Delhi’s fourth pri-
son complex, has given its app-
rovaltobuild aseparatejailfor
other prisoners, which may
have the capacity toaccommo-
date1,800-2,000 inmates.

“This will help us decong-
est the other three prison
complexes. The majority of
theseinmatesare undertrials,”
said an official, adding that the
total capacity of the three pri-
son complexes was a little over
10,000, while more than 18,000
prisoners were lodged there.

While the high-secured
prison complex for hardened
criminals will have a wheel-
and-spoke design similar to

that of Andaman’s Cellular
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Officials said the move would help in decongesting the other three
crowded prison complexes, including Tihar, to some extent
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The total capacity of
the three prison
complexes Is a little
over 10,000, while more
than 18,000 prisoners
are lodged there
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Jail, officials said the Public
Works Department will soon
be roped in to prepare the de-
sign for the regularjail.

The prison complex will
be built in two phases, with
the deadline for the first pha-
se likely to be in the middle of
2024. Delhi government’s pri-
son department has already
got possession of the land
from the Delhi Development
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Authority (DDA).

The prison complex will
be constructed with modern
security features, with an au-
tomated locking system that
will be triggered in cases of
riotsor in-prison clashes. The
guards will have body-worn

| cameras, said anofficial.
{
! stemsare in use inthe prisons

“Currently, padlock sy-
at Tihar, Rohini and Mandoli.
In an automated locking sy-
stem, jail staff can open or
lock doors after pressing a but-
ton,” theofficial explained.

Another official added
that the cells would be built in
such a way that high-risk in-
mates don’t get an opportuni-
ty to see or talk to each other
“We want to ensure that they
do not form gangs inside,” the
official said.
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Fresh Talk Of Sealings
Has Traders Worried

Panel Has Conveyed To SC
Its Plan To Resume Visits

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Traders associations in the city have
expressed concern at a report submitted by the
Supreme Court-appointed judicial committeeon sealing.

Last month, the monitoring committee filed a report
in the court stating that in order to “arrest the downslide
in efforts to stop illegal and unauthorised constructions,
the monitoring committee hasdecided toreview its deci-
sion and proposes to resume its physical visits in terms.
of the mandatealready given”.

According to traders, the monitoring committee’s
step will affect the business of thousands of people.

Chamber of Tradeand Industry (CTT) Chairman Bri-

jesh Goyal said: “More than 100 traders organisations ha-
ve expressed concern by contacting CTI on the matter:
While the MCD and Delhi government are working to-
wards giving relief to the traders regarding sealing, the
Master Plan 2041 of Delhi Development Authority (DDA)
is also coming, in which all the aspects related to sealing
have been included, the monitoring committee is again
talkingabout takingaction in themarkets.”

CTI general secretaries Vishnu Bhargava and Ra-
mesh Ahuja said that the geographical and business con-
ditions of Delhihave changed in thelast several years.

“MCD. Delhi government and DDA are working
towards opening the already sealed shops. And in such
a situation, this report of the monitoring committee
doesn’t make any sense. In fact, if all thedecisions willbe
taken by the monitoring comm ittee, then what is the po-
int for MCD, DDA and the Delhi government?”asked CTI
president Subhash Khandelwal.

Brijesh Goyal added that the CTI would coptact legal
experts and lawyers on this matter. “The su_b]ect of ,th_e
petition will be discussed with the mayor and the mini-
sters of the Delhi governmentas well,” he said. .

MCD officials told TOI that they had “no clue

about the report.

According to the monitoring committee’s report, in

2022, the MCD commissioner was ordered to report all
the properties sealed or de-sealed on Fhe_ orders of the
committee. In the report by the commissioner, thg seals
of 243 properties were found to be tampered with. The of-
ficials provided reports of 3,998
them with another type of constru
instead of stilt parking.

ction in the basement

properties — 2,577 of

NGT asks panel to
take action against
industrial unit

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) has directed the monitoring
committee constituted by the Supreme
Court to act against an industrial unit
operating inaresidentialarea inRajbir
Colony in Gharoli Extension.

A plea filed at the tribunal alleged
that the illegal industrial unit was
causing “noise  pollution and-
unbearable vibration”.

“The monitoring committee appo-
inted by the Supreme Court may look
into the matter in coordination with
other authorities concerned,including
the Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) and Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC), to take appropriate
action in accordance with the law
within two months,” said the bench.

Thematter wasalsodealt withearli- |
er by the NGT on a group of matters '

about the unauthorised operation of
industrial units in residential areas.

The tribunal noted that the chief se-
cretary of Delhi was to head the com-
mittee. Accordingly, a time-bound ac-
tion plan was directed to be prepared
and executed.

Thetribunal had disposed of earlier
cases and had ordered that there has to
be continuous vigil against the causes
of pollution, particularly burning of
plastic and other waste, for protection
of the environment and public health.

“Theamount of compensationreco-
vered must be properly utilised for legi-
timate purposes with the approval of
the CPCB, as already directed. If there
is any violation of environmental
norms, the aggrieved party will be free
totakeremedies as per law, asand when
necessary,” said the previous order.

DDA may launch

new scheme for
23k flats in June

Vibha. Sharma
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: DelhiDevelop-
ment Authority (DDA) has
deferred its plan to launch
a housing scheme for
23,000 flats.

The scheme will be
launched only after it is
approved in the authori-
ty’s meeting, said DDA
member and BJP MLA Vi-
jendra Gupta. “Since no
meetingcould take placein
May, the project is now lik-
ely to be placed for appro-
valin June,” headded.

A DDA official said that
the scheme would be laun-
ched in phases. “We are go-
ingto offer newly construc-
ted flats in smaller num-
bers after studying the
market’s reaction, and all
the 23,000 flats won't be put
up for sale in one go. We ha-
ve also planned to amend
the housing policy before
the first phase of launch,
which is likely by mid-Ju-
ne,"” said the official.

The rates of the flats
will be finalised only after
getting the approval, and
the houses will be allotted
through a computerised
draw of lots. A majority of
these flats are located in
Narela sub-city.

Following a previous
amendment, for the first ti-
me, any person having a flat
or plotof land in Delhi, mea-
suring less than 67 square
metres, became eligible to
apply for the allotment of
newly constructed flats offe-
red by DDA. Prior to this
modification, DDA's regula-
tions did not allow any indi-
vidual to apply for allot-
ment of the flats, if he/she
or family members had any
flat or plot irrespective of
itsarea, the official said.

A senior DDA official
earlier said the authority
planned to put on hold sale
of flats (around 16,000 units)
under the old housing sche-
mes after the launch of the
new scheme to avoid confu-
sion . “When the new sche-
me will be launched, we
may put the sale of these
flats on hold for one or two
months,” said the official.

To improve saleability
of the new flats, DDA has
undertaken various reme-
Qial measures, including
improvement of transport
ipfrastructure. construc-
tion of Urban Extension
Road -II, permitting amal-
gamation of flats, allot-
ment on first-come, first-
served basis and some con-
cession to the purchasers.
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