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187-year-old church to get its glory back

Times News NeTwork

' New Delhi; The restoration work of
. the 187-year-old St James’ Church,

which was started by Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) six months
ago, islikely tobe completed by June
30. This was disclosed by lieutenant
governor VK Saxena’soffice after he
inspected the church at Kashmere
Gate on Saturday.

Officials said that heing built in

| theyear1836 AD, thestructureneeded
| urgent repairs, as plaster from the

walls had either come off or deterio-
rated and themasonry wasmissingin
several sections. During his visit, the

| LG also stressed that the church buil-

dingand its vicinity should bedevelo-
ped in such a way that it becomes a
Prominent landmark in the city as it
onceusedtobe. Saxena instructed the
officialstostrictly ensure theorigina-
lity of the heritage building.
Officials said the preservation of
the heritage has been a focus area of
the LG ever since he assumed office
in Maylast yearand he had personal-
ly initigted and monitored the resto-
ration of heritagestructuressuchas
Gole Market, Anang Tal Baoli, Niza-
muddin Basti and Mehrauli Archae-

ological Park among others.

The LG has instructed the officials to strictly ensure the origfnallt)r of the heritage building

St James’ Church is oneof theol-
dest churches in the city and is part
of the churches of North India Dio-
cese of Delhi. Restoration of the
church assumes great significance
asthisareahas close proximity with
several historical monuments in
0Ol1d Delhi and are frequently visited
by thousands of visitorsevery day.

According to officials, the: con-
servation work at the interior and
exterior of themain buildingand on

the parapet at the terrace level is in
progress with the permission of the
Archaeological Survey of India.
The church and its complex co-
ver a total of 10 acres. The present
compound of the church has a recti-
linear form and the building is situa-
ted in the cenire. The cemetery lies
in the northern part and contains
graves of the members of Skinner’s
family and many important perso-
nalities of Delhi. With the widening

of Lothian Road in 1914, the church
compound lost 3,500 square ft area.

The church is based on a Greek
crossplan withafine colonial classi-
cal architectureand a Florentine do-
me. The compound walls have four
gateways which lead up to the
church through driveways.

Earlier used as servant’s quar-
ters, those rooms are being used as
storage space at present. The toilet
block also lies in this row of rooms.
The old people’s homie and the Parish
Hall were added within the complex
during the time of Reverend Robin-
son in 1940. These two structures we-
redesigned by architect Walter Geor-
ge who's been instrumental in hel-
ping Edwin Lutyens and Herbert Ba-
ker in designing the capital city The
southernside of the complex was bu-
ilt upon with a two-storey building
having four different units in 1957.

This continues to be used as the
priest’s residence along with offices
of Indian Society for Promoting
Christian Knowledge. The boundary
wallof the church complex ismadein
brick masonry and has been drasti-
cally changed with time. Considering
theattemptsof theftand other securi-
ty reasons, the height of the new bo-
undary wall hasalso been increased.
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NGT orders SC panel,
CPCB, DPCC to probe

llegal dyeing units
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The National Green Tribunal
has directed the Supreme
Court-appointed monitorin
committee, ,the Centra%
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) and  the Delhi
Pollution Control Committee
(DPCC) to look into illegal
dyeing units in the national
cgital and to jointly file an
action taken report on the
compliance status in respect of
the units named in the appli-
cation. : ok
The Tribunal was hearing

_ @ petition claiming that dyeing,
factories were operating with-

out consent or permission in
the Bindapur, Matiala, Ranhola,
Khyala, Meethapur, Badarpur,

- Mukundpur and Kirar areas of

the national capital.
A bench of Chairperson

 Justice AK Goel said the mon-

itoring committee appointed b
the Supreme Court has toloo
into the matter in coordination

i with other authorities con-

cerned, including the CPCB
and the DPCC.

In 2004, the Sugreme
Court directed the shifting or
closure of industrial activities
operatin% in violation of the
master plan of Delhi and also
laid down the monitoring

| mechanism.

For stopping illegal indus-
trial activities, the apex court

| formed a monitoring commit-

.._'_.,.:é'.. ALy,

tee comprising Delhi’s chief |
secretary, police commission-
er, municipal commissioner
and the Delhi Development
Authority vice-chairman.
“The report may mention
consent status and compliance
status with reference to disposal
of effluents into the drain...
location of these units in the
non-conforming areas and pro-
posed remedial actions within
three months..:,” the bench,
also comprising Judicial
Member Justice Sudhir
Agarwal and Expert Member A
Senthil Vel, said. The matter
has been posted for further
proceedings on October 4. *
The petition alleged that
there are over 500 such facto-
ries discharging effluents. in
. open areas, the Najafgarh drain
or the Swaroop Nagar drain,
besides illegally extracting
groundwater. Tt also alleged that
there are no common effluent
treatment plants for treating the
_effluents. y
“Testing of water quality in
the area shows high pH, tur-,
- bidity, bad, odour, total dis-
solved solids, total suspended
solids, biochemical oxygen
demand, chemical oxygen
demand, chloride, nitrate, sul-
phuric acid, heavy metals and
- Jow dissolved oxygen. Effluents
are highly toxic, carcinogenic
. and hazardous to the health of
* the people residing nearby?” the
_petition had'said, '~ =

i |




DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
LIBRARY

sunday pic

NEW DELHI | SUNDAY | MAY 28, 202°APER S~ -
LGvisits St -
James’ Church
to review
restoration

STAFF REPORTER & NEW DELHI

elhi Lieutenant Goveriior

Vinai Kumar Saxena on
Saturday visited the 187-year-
old heritage St James' Church at
Kashmere Gate and took stock:
of the restoration and
renovation work being
undertaken by the Delhi
Development-Authority (DDA).
The restoration of the Church
began nearly six months ago
and the same is scheduled for
completion by June 30. He was
accompanied by Vice
Chairman, DDA, Expertts and
other senior officials. He also
visited the Election Museum at
Chief Electoral Office, Delhi.

Saxena, while inspecting

Church, instructed the officials
to strictly ensure that the
originality of the heritage
structure is retained, while
curation and restoration took
place. St. James' Church (also
known as Skinner’s Church), is
known to be the official church
of the British Viceroy of India
in Delhi. :
The Lt Governor stressed
that the Church building and its

such 1 way that it becomes a
prominent landmark in the city,
as it once used to be. DDA
officials informed Saxena that
the renovation work would be
completed by June 30 and the

to the Church management for
futther rededication to the
people of Delhi. __
St James’ Church is one of
the oldest churches in the city
and is part of the Church of
North India Diocese of Delhi.
Restoration of the Church
assumes greal significance as
this area %1as close proximity
with several historical
| monuments in Old Delhi-
Walled City and are frequented
by thousands of visitors every

day,

building would be handed over |

the renovation work of the |

vicinity should be developed in |
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millenniumpost
SUNDAY, 28 MAY, 2023 | NEW DELHI

LG inspecls restoration
work of St James’ Church

NEW DELHI: Delhi Lieuten-
ant Governor V K Saxena on
Friday inspected the ongoing
restoration of the 187-year-
old St James’ Church at Kash-
mere Gate undertaken by the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) and asked for ensuring
the originality of the heritage
building,

Restoration of the church,

, also known as Skinner’s
! Church, began nearly six

months ago and it is sched-
uled to complete by June 30, a
statement from the LG office

- said.

Taking stock of the renova-

~ tion work, Saxena instructed

the officials to strictly ensure

tage structure is retained dur-
ing curation and restoration.

The church was considered
to be the “official” church of
the viceroy of India in Delhi
before Independence, the state-
ment said.

The LG stressed that the
church building and its vicin-
ity should be developed in such
a way that it becomes a promi-
nent landmark in the city, as it
once used to be.

“DDA officials informed
the LG that renovation work
would be completed by June
30and the ¢hurch building will
be handed over to the manage-
ment body for further rededi-
cation to the people of Delhi,’

it
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NGT directs monitoring committee, CPCB and
DPCC to look into city’s ‘illegal’ dyeing factories

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The National
Green Tribunal has directed
the Supreme Court-appointed
monitoring committee, the
CPCB and the DPCC to look
into illegal dyeing units in the
national Capital.

The tribunal also directed
the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) and the Delhi
Pollution Control Committee
(DPCC) to jointly file an action
taken report on the compliance
status in respect of the units

- mamed in the application.

The green panel was hearing

a petition claiming that dyeing

factories were operating with-
out consent or permission in
the Bindapur, Matiala, Ranhola,
Khyala, Meethapur, Badarpur,
Mukundpur and Kirar areas of
the national capital.

A bench of Chairperson Jus-
tice AK Goel said the monitor-
ing committee appointed by the

Supreme Court has to look into
the matter in coordination with
other authorities concerned,
including the CPCB and the
DPCC.

In 2004, the Supreme Court
directed the shifting or closure
of industrial activities operating
in violation of the master plan
of Delhi and also laid down the
menitoring mechanism.

For stopping illegal indus-
trial activities, the apex court
formed a monitoring commit-
tee comprising Delhi’s chief sec-
retary, police commissioner,
municipal commissioner and
the Delhi Development Author-
ity vice-chairman.

“The report may mention
consent status and compliance
status with reference to disposal
of effluents into the drain loca-
tion of these units in the non-
conforming areas and proposed
remedial actions within three
months ;" the bench, also com-
prising Judicial Member Jus-
tice Sudhir Agarwal and Expert
Member A Senthil Vel, said.

The matter has been posted
for further proceedings on
October 4.

The petition alleged that
there are aver 500 such factories
discharging effluents in open
areas, the Najafgarh drain or the
Swaroop Nagar drain, besides

illegally extracting groundwa-
ter. It also alleged that there are
no common effluent treatment
plants for treating the effluents.

“Testing of water quality in
the area shows high pH, tur-
bidity, bad odour, total dis-
solved solids, total suspended
solids, biochemical oxygen
demand, chemical oxygen
demand, chloride, nitrate, sul-
phuric acid, heavy metals and
low dissolved oxygen. Effluents
are highly toxic, carcinogenic
and hazardous to the health of
the people residing nearby;” the
petition had said.

The petition had named 21

“illegal” units.

Central Vista project, including new
Parliament, faced many court cases

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The ambitious
redevelopment project of the
nation’s power corridor, Cen-
tral Vista, which includes the
new Parliament building inau-
gurated on Sunday, faced sev-
eral legal challenges in the last
few years.

The project was announced
in September 2019 and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi laid
the foundation stone of the
new Parliament building on
December 10, 2020.

All the controversies or
disputes related to the project
have been invariably landing
in the Delhi High Court and
the Supreme Court, the latest

being a PIL by a lawyer seek-
ing a direction to the Lok Sabha
Secretariat for the inauguration
of the new Parliament building
by President Droupadi Murmu.
Two days before the inaugura-
tion of Parliament by Prime
Minister Modi, a vacation
bench of the top court junked
the PIL filed by Tamil Nadu-
based lawyer Jaya Sukin.

The first court case against
the project was filed in 2020
in the Delhi High Court by
Rajeev Suri and Anuj Srivas-
tava and others assailing the
grant of Environmental Clear-
ance and the approval by the
Delhi Urban Art Commission
(DUAC) and the Heritage Con-
servation Committee for land

use change as per the DDA
Act and selection of design
consultant.

On February 11, 2020, a
single judge bench of Justice
Rajiv Shakdher of the high
court directed the Delhi Devel-
opment Authority (DDA) to
approach the court before noti-
fying any change to the Mas-
ter Plan for going ahead with
the project. The Centre chal-
lenged the order before a divi-
sion bench of the high court
which on February 28, 2020,
stayed its single judge’s direc-
tion to the DDA,

Later, the top court, in
March 2020, transferred to
itselfthe matter from the Delhi
High Court in “larger public

interest” and it also heard other
fresh petitions challenging the
project together. The Supreme
Court, on January 5, 2021,
came out with its verdict and,
by-a majority of 2:1, gave the
green signal to the Rs 13,500
-crore Central Vista revamp
project, holding there was “no
infirmity” in the grant of envi-
ronment clearance and permis-
sions for change of land use.
Then, in April 2021, trans-
lator Anya Malhotra and his-
torian and documentary
filmmaker Sohail Hashmi filed
a PILin Delhi High Court seek-
ing suspension of construction
work, raising health and other
safety concerns during the sec-
ond wave of the pandemic.



