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13 plants to be
checked for _
capacity, output
for treating )
industrial |
effluents b
EXPRESS NE\':S SERV!CE i
NEW DELHI, MAY 24 aq

T —
DELHI LIEUTENANT Governor Va
KSaxena hasdirected an assess-,,
ment to be carried out of the |
Common Effluent Treatmentr
Plants (CETPs) in the city to de<;
termine their capacity and out-,
put with regard to treating in-
dustrial effluent. 1

Delhi has 13 CETPs for the
treatment of industrial effluents.,
Saxena chaired a meeting re~,
cently, with representatives of:,
the CETPs, the Chief Secretary.
and other officials, to review the
functioning of the plants. 1

According to a cornmunica-
tion from the L-G's office, Saxena
was told that the CETPs are func-
tioning at 68-70% of their capac- )
ity and many of them require ,
upgradation. The communica-j
tion added that out of 40,805 in- |
dustrial units “and other suchy
establishments” inthe city, only
64% or 26,077 units were con-
nected to CETPs, which means
that 23,149, or 36% of these units
were discharging industrial ef-
fluents “directly into the
Yamuna”.

Saxena, according to the
communication, has described
this as “criminal negligence” on
the part of the industry associa-
tions and the government,

He has directed that an as-
sessmentof the plants, their ca-
pacity and output, be done in30
days by a team of officers and
representatives of CETPs o carry
out the assessment.

At the meeting, Saxena was
also told that CETPs are §11s-
charging treated effluent into
the Najafgarh drain. This resqlts
in the treated effluents getting

[luted again before they reach
the Yamuna. To deal with this,
he has directed the Delhi

Jopment Authority (DDA )

- icipal Corporation of Delhi
Mun D Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
(MCD) (tify water bodies inta
to ident! treated effluent can
" parged instead of releas-

pe dl-‘:'ih ',rngto the Najafgarh

ing 7
L dr‘uL,
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Untreated effluents
in river; Saxena sets
deadline to find fix

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: Effluents from
around 36% industrial units
in Delhi are discharged di-
rectly intothe Yamuna witho-
ut treatment as they are stil
not connected with the com-
mon  effluent  treatment
plants (CETPs), Lt Governor
VK Saxena was informed at
anassessment meeting,

Lt Governor Saxena later
called the behaviour of the in-
dustrialunit ownersangd
the state government
“criminal negligence.”

The meeting, chaj- |
red by the LG, was re-
cently held with the
aimof stopping indust-
rial effluents from en.

tering the river and to VK Saxena

review the status of the
common effluent treatment
plants (CETPs) in industrial
areas of the capital,

The meeting was helq with
the officialg Managing al] 13
common  effluent treatment
plants. Theofficials saig thatof
the 40805 industria] units in

» 64% were enrplled as
members of the CETPs, while
23.149_0r 36% units wepe dis-
charging inqustriy effluents
dlr‘ec;‘[tlTﬁ' into the rivey

“The LG describeq this g5
o nalnegligence on the o
f:lf the Industry associations
the government » a state-

1\ ment from the LG'soffice said.

Saxena was told that the
common effluent treatment
plants were running at only
68-70% capacity and many
plants needed an upgrade.
Forthelast10vears, no audit
of the plants wasdone.

“The LG expressed concern
that over 36% of industrial
units were still not connected to
CE'I‘Psande\rmamongstmose
which were members, 33 per
Cent were not paying members-
hipcharges," an official sajd.

LG Saxena on
Thursday set a 30day
deadline for officials to
complete the assess-
ment and directed offi-
cials in the Mmeeting 1o
constitute a team to get
this task done.

“It also came out
that due to the lack of
any other alternative, where
the treated water from CETPs
could be discharged, the
CETPs that were treating their
effluents were dj ing the
same in the Najafgarh drain

Was resulting in the trea-
ted effluents again getting pol-
luted before entering the yg.

from the CETPs coulq pe dis-
rather than draini
the same into the Najafyg:
the Yamuna,” the 11
officesaid in the statemen
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Karol Bagh stretch no longer a

pedeStl'ial] h haos is baCk
e L] 5 i T 1 stuckin legal issues. Traders then
s i g *{m 1 w ' started parking their cars outside

s RS o | j‘ o 'L e their shops. The benches, foot-

I‘arasnﬁ-h.nuu_tan;n;.\ s
Khan Rond e Sial paths and other street furniture
: - now need urgent repairs. MCD

Khan Road is SYnonymous with )

;:?\:I]\a\df]-l h e Smpsﬂ A should also .‘;Le}rul:1 pun;rﬁcz&rgllt-
T shoppers atall times ings as many of these sare

damaged by vehicles. All the

of the day. In 2016. the Union min- g
15y of housing and urban affairs P e e roled back"he
added.

(MoHUA) proposed that Karol
Bagh be made pedestrian- Shoppers, too. bernoan the fail-
friendly. and as part of the project., ure of the project. Reena Gupta,
the erstwhile North Delhi Munici- 42, a resident of Mayur Vihar who
pal Corporation or North MCD frequents the market. said the
Suggested that Ajmal Khan road road felt much more secure dur-
be treated along the lines of an ing the pedestrianisation initia-
open-air mall. In April 2019, it tive. “One can walk in a much
| declared the entire 1 7km stretch a more carefree manner when
there are no vehicles moving

motonised vehicle free zone.
behind you. One also needs to be

The curbs on vehicles did
wonders —a localised study con- careful. as many incidents of
chain snatching are being

ducted by Centre for Science and
reported from the city. Earlier, the

|
Environment (CSE) on Ajmal ; _ g
Khan Road in May 2019 showed a - — : —92Qan3a2312 | market was a much more con-
27%decrease in PM25 concentra- I April 2019, the L.7km Ajmal Khan road was declared a motorised vehicle-free zone but vehiclesstill  trolled space,” she said.

tion in comparison to the nearby ~ enter the stretch, (Below) The road went for redevelopment in May 2019, SANCHIT KHANNAHT PHOTO, HT ARCHIVE An MCD spokesperson said
Arya Samaj Road. Similarly, noise ¥ violations on the pedestrianised

levels were also found lower at stretch will be looked into by the
Ajmal Khan Road compared to

corporation. “We will try to create
the roads nearby. a more robust system to stop
Scon, the North MCD began these violations. We will also
heralding Ajmal Khan Road asa examine what arrangements can
rare success in civic body efforts be made with local raders asso-
to pedestrianise inner roads in the ciations in terms of parking man-
Capital. Cut to 2023, and the vehi- agement, and if something can be
cle restrictions have all but disap- done on a revenue sharing basis,
peared. Both ends of the road similar to that in Lajpat Nagar,"
have posters that clearly declare the spokesperson said.
that the street is off limits for vehi-

HT reached out to the Delhi
JUNE 2,2019: HT reported that ~ Traffic Police, but officers refused
MCD pedestrianised Ajmal Khan ~ to comment on the violation of
Road. But the latest spot check  the pedestrianisation project,
and shoppers brazenly enter the _ : @ found rampant violations Road safety expert Sarika
street in their vehicles, and park  —— il - . - - Panda Bhat said pedestrianisa-
there with impunity. ) tion projects have the potential to
Footpaths have been changehabits. Peopledon'twant  market associations, 19, HT found that the valet park- greatly improve the liveabili ty
encroached upon by shops and  to carry expensive goods on foot, Later, in June 2016, MoHUA  ing service, which would park  and sustainability of cities, so it is
hawkers, and the little spaceleftis ~ and then to an off-street parking  identified Karol Baghforamodel  shoppers’ vehicles at off-street important to evaluate the reasong
usually where two-wheelersare  site, due to safety issues. Nobody ~ decongesting project. As partof ~ sites, has been discontinued. The ~ behind the failure of the Ajmal
parked. Pedestrians have wants to pay 2100 to park on  this project, MCD began pedestri-  electric shuttles now only take  Khan Road project.
nowhere to go but on the road  nearby streets. They should have ~ anising Ajmal Khan Road — the shoppers to-and-fro the nearby “The initial pedestrianisation
itself, where they have to dodge - tried it (the pedestrianisation  contract for on-street parkingwas  Karol Bagh Metro station. The of Ajmal Khan Road was 5 posi-
cars — both moving and parked  project) in a new market instead  cancelled, and bollards were planters, meanwhile, are filled  tive step, as it aimed lo create a
— even as two-wheelers drive  ofawell-established one," hesaid. ~ installed at all intersections to

cles. with the legend “No entry, No
parking” in bright, bold letters,
but local residents, merchants

5 with trash while the dustbin  safer and more vibrant "
with reckless abandon in an The idea of pedestrianising  cordon off vehicular traffic. Pot- themselves have all but disap-  pedestrians,. The remp(?rcfutﬁt
already crowded space. Karol Bagh dates back toat least  ted plants were placed on the peared. i

i cles to the pedestriani

The st stige ol e fadeetrl- 200, when tie Unified Trafficand. s, Smﬁmm“f and benches Murli Mani, who heads the and the utiﬁsatizt:l‘i? lil:g ?;eg
anisation initiative — planters  Transportation lnfrastrl{cture were provided atstrategic loca- ~ Vyapar Mandal Karol Bagh,  width for car parking is conce a
placed along the road — have (Planning & Engipceging) Centre  tions, and qumbm wereinstalled  piaced the blame for the failure of ing Rtindicatesa Iach s cern-
been convertedintodustbinsand  or UTTIPEC, which is the infra-  at regular intervals. Electric shut-  the project squarelyonthe MCD.  commitment % priollr-?llﬁlﬂjed
spittle pails, while benches on  structure planning arm of the  tles — similar to ll_wse at the air- “They (the civic body) pedestrians e A Titising
pedestrian pathways have been DDA, approved a proposal by  port — were also introduced for demanded that the MCD be paid  tainable moges Ofﬂ‘anspzlng sus-
roughly brushed aside to make  MCD to make thc entire commer-  shoppers to take u]em to-and-fro  24.41akh per month for off-street Itis crucial to engy re th-"m‘-‘lon,
space for cars to park. cial centre vehicle-free, with off-  the off-street parking spaces. parking, which was not part of 4t once

: A pedestrianisation inifinrs
Devinder Kohli, a trader inthe  street parking. _ Today. most ofthese interven-  our original agreement. A pro-  implementeq, tt?e::'n ;tlauw_‘s are
market, said the project was However, the plan was rolled  tions lie in a dilapidated state. posed multi-storey parking € consjst.

. . : struc-  ently enforced i
boundto fail. “Itis very difficultto  back after stiff resistance from  During spot checks on May9and  ture at nearby Shastri Park is prevent such r;;g&qplmrm o
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DJB plans 200 tubewells by
Aug to ramp up water output

Siddhanta.Mishra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Delhi Jal Bo-
ard (DJB) plans to start aro-
und 200 tubewells by August
as the no-objection certificate
from land owning agencies in
different departments has co-
me, officials said.

The DJB has been working
on planning 500 tubewellsaro-
und wastewater treatment
plants and lakes and other
areas to increase water capa-
city inthecity.

“For now, we have permis-
sion for 200 tubewells on land
owned by the DDA, PWD and
forest department, Gram Sab-
ha and irrigation department.
So, we have started working in
these areas and are confident
of drawing water by July-Au-
gust,” a DJB official said.

Asdirectgroundwater hasa
natural hardness to it, so rever-
se osmosis (RO) plants will also
be installed along with the tube-
wells to reduce the hardness.

“Thework will bedone in six

DJB OFFICIAL SAYS

The work will be done
in six phases to
increase the total
water production in
the city by around
45 MGD

”

phases to increase the total wa-
ter production inthe city by aro-
und 45 MGD," the official said.
The DJB has decided to set
up RO plants with tubewells
in unauthorised colonies and
water-scarceareas, where wa-
ter is not supplied through a
pipeline but by tankers. Areas
like Sarita Vihar, Bawana, So-
nia Vihar are a part of this
plan where the DJB has star-
ted work on priority to increa-
se water production.
Asthesummerapproaches,
water problems increase every
year: There isa requirement of
around 1,650 million gallons
per day (MGD) of drinking wa-
ter in the city, but department

produces 980-1,000 MGD.

By increasing the number
of tubewells along artificial
lakes, the DJB hopes to incre-
ase water production capaci-
ty, said official.

In February, chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal held a high-le-
vel meetingand instructed offi-
cials to assess the water co-
ming out of tubewells every
day. He directed the officials to
submit two to three designs for
setting up 1,000 RO plants in

unauthorised colonies in
North East Delhi.
The work of around 300 tu-

bewells was stuck due to land
availability problems.

The CM also asked offici-
als to establish some coordi-
nation with departments and
identify land as soon as pos-
sible so that work could be
started quickly.

Officials said thatajoint in-
spection was done to find loca-
tions and applications were
made to the district admini-
stration, the departments con-
cerned and the DDA for plots.
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Delhi plea in SC against NGT decision

to appoint LG as

STAFF REPORTER ™ NEW DELHI

The Delhi Government has filed a peti-
tion in the Supreme Court challeng-
ing the National Green Tribunal’s decision
to appoint the Lieutenant Governor (LG)
-as the Chairman 'of the High-Level
Comimittee on Yamuna. The Delhi
Government has urged the top court that
the NGT order violates the Constitutional
scheme of governance in Delhi as well as
the 2018 and 2023 orders of the
Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court.
Through its order dated 9.01.2023, the
NGT had established this committee,
- comprising various authorities in Delhi, to
address the issue of Yamuna River pollu-
tion, with the LG, a mere figurehead of the
state, as its Chairman.

“In its petition, the Delhi Government
has recognised the need for interdepart-
mental coordination to address Yamuna’s
pollution and implement remedial mea-
sures, but it has strongly objected to the
executive powers granted to the LG
through the NGT's order. These powers
encroach upon areas exclusively under the
competence of the elected government of
Delhi; * the AAP government said in a
statement.

In its appeal, the Delhi Government
contended that according to the adminis-
trative structure in Delhi and the provi-
sions of Article 239AA of the Constitution,
the LG serves as a nominal figurehead,
except in matters pertaining to land, pub-
lic order, and police, where the LG exer-
cises powers delegated by the Constitution.
The Delhi government acknowledged the

famuna

R o nm—

T‘ ﬁ El ; '? : I N
importance of a coordinated approach, but
it asserted that the language used in the
NGT order sidelines the elected govern-
ment. The plea explains that granting exec-
utive powers to an authority that lacks the
constitutional mandate to possess them
undermines the elected government’s
rightful jurisdiction.

“The Delhi Government further con-
tended that the NGT’s proposed remedi-
al measures, such as utilising treated
water for agriculture, horticulture, or
industrial purposes, preventing waste dis-
charge and dumping, protecting floodplain
zones, maintaining dredging flow, imple-

menting plantations, and desilting drains,

require budgetary allocations that are
approved by the legislative assembly.” it
said.

Consequently, the role of the elected
government becomes crucial in oversee-
ing these measures. The appeal points out
that the elected government is committed
to addressing the issue of making Yamuna

a clean river free from pollutants and allo-
cating the necessary funds. However, the
current scheme outlined in the NGT
order establishes a committee led by an
unelected figurehead, sidelining the elect-
ed and accountable government of NCTD.
While an inter-agency committee is desir-
able for coordination purposes, it should
be overseen by the elected head of gov-
ernment, the Chief Minister in this case,
the plea says.

The committee includes the Chief
Secretary of Delhi, Secretaries of the
Irrigation, Forest and Environment,
Agriculture, and Finance Departments of
the Delhi Government, the Chief Executive.
Officer of Delhi Jal Board, the Vice
Chairman of the Delhi Development
Authority, a representative from the
Ministry of Agriculture, Government of
India, the Director-General of Forests or
his nominee from the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(MoEF & CC), a representative from the
Ministry of Jal Shakti (Mo]S) or MoEF &
CC, the Director-General of the National
Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG), and
the Chairman of the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB).

The Delhi Government also high-
lighted that a Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court, in its judgement in the
case of State (NCT of Delhi) v. Union of
India (2018) 8 SCC 501, established that
the elected government of NCT of Delhi
possesses exclusive executive powers over
all subjects in the State and Concurrent
List, with the exception of “public order,
“police;” and “land” '
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BJP's outreach prog 0

EAM Jaishankar, former Gujarat

STAFF REPORTER = NEW DELHI

he BJP will conduct a

month-long outreach pro-
gramme in Delhi. highlighting
the Narendra Modi
Government’s contribution to
the growth of infrastructure in
transport, health and the social
sector in the national Capital.
The outreach programme will
be supervised by External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
and former Gujarat chief min-
ister Vijay Rupani.

The Modi government has
developed Delhi in every field,
including education, health,
transport, road infrastructure,
pollution control and public
welfare, among others, at the
cost of lakhs of crores of rupees,
the BJP’s Delhi unit chief
Virendra Sachdeva said at a
joint press conference. “When
we pass through the Kartavya
Path of New Delhi, we realise
our duties towards the country,”
Sachdeva said, listing various

-

works done by the B]P-led
Centre.

Highlighting the Modi
overnment’s achievements,
Delhi BJP president said in the

last 9 years, the Modi govern- :

ment has approved about 20
Kendriya Vidyalayas and
Navodaya Vidyalayas for Delhi,
apart from the special hospitals
built during the Covid period
has expanded hospitals like
AIIMS, Safdarjung, R.M.
Lohia, FAME scheme electric

buses plying

Delhi, expansion of the fourth -

phase ‘of Metro, cleanin of
mountains of garbage to reduc-
ing Delhi’s air pollution, con-
struction of Third Ring Road
in Delhi, Pragati Maidan
Tunnel, Dhaulakuan,
Mahipalpur, Meerut
Expressway, Eastern-Western
Peripheral Road are rejuve-
nating not only Delhi but the
entire NCR.

. d ¥ i .
The campaign to raise

awareness about what the Modi

-

on the roads of | g

AY 25, 2023

n Centre’s rol

CM Rupani to super
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overnment has done for the
people of Delhi in its nine years
will commence on May 30.
Rupani and Jaishankar will
supervise the campaign in the
city’s seven Lok Sabha con-
stituencies, party leaders said.

‘Leader of Opposition in
Delhi Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri said he has not wit-
nessed any other central gov-
ernment undertake so many
works in Delhi as done by the

Modi government in its nine .

Bidhuri claimed that in
the current financial year alone,
the Modi government has
spent 60,000 crore for ,the
development of highways in
and around Delhi, 8,000 crore
on hospitals, ¥10,355 crore on
the Delhi Police, 37,643 crore
on the Delhi Development
Authority, ¥4,743 crore on the
New Delhi Municipal Council,
13,000 crore on the expansion
of the Delhi Metro a.m:fJ 33,000
crores on other heads. All these
projects combined totalled a

years.

MENT AUTHORITY
LIBRARY

development SO0N

vise month-long campaign

#1.5 lakh crore. He

h in
plasy th the regu-

said that along Wi
larization of unauthorized
colonies in Delhi, the Modi
overnment brought happi-
ness in the lives of common cit-
izens by starting the registry
registration process of houses
in these colonies.
Bidhuri, while keepi
nt list of development

ng the

29 poi i
work point said he feel prou
and he believe that today every

citizen of Delhi is proud of his
or her decision to elect Modi
overnment in 2014 and 2019.
The BJP leaders cited various
completed and upcoming pro-
jects, including the eastern and
western peripheral expiess-
ways, the Pragati Maidan tun-
nel, ring road and highway
projects, the Regional Rapid -
Transport System, the National
War Memorial, Bharat Vandana
Park and the India International
Convention and Expo Centre,
among others, as achievements
of the Modi government. ~
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Delhi govt moves SC against NGT Ordef
naming L-G as chief of HLC on Yamuna

OUR CORRESPONDENT
—_— TR

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
government has moved the
Supreme Court against an order
of the National Green Tribunal
naming Lieutenant Governor
V K Saxena as the chairper-
son of the High- Level Commit-
tee (HLC) on Yamuna, amid a
lingering conflict between the
Centre and the national Capi-
tal's AAP dispensation,

Noting that substantial work
remnains unexecuted for the reju-
venation of river Yamuna, the
NGT had formed a High-Level
Committee and requested the
lieutenant governor of Delhi
to head the committee,

Contending that the L-G
is only a “figurehead” except
for three subjects- police, pub-
lic order and land — the plea
before the top court has sought
directions to set aside the NGT’s
order.

Referring to the recent
judgement of the top court
on the administrative services
row between the Centre and
the Delhi government, the plea
stated the effect of the NGT’s
orders cannot be to confer exec-

AMID A LINGERING CONFLICT BETWEEN CENTRE AND AAP GOVT

utive powers on an authori ty
that cannot, under the consti-
tutional scheme, be conferred
on it and is instead vested with
the elected government.

“It is submitted that the
issues concerning the present
appeal are within the domain of
the legislative powers conferred
upon the Legislative Assem-
bly and do not fall within any
exception as laid down in the
Constitution.

“In light of the above-settled
position of law, affirmed most
recently by this Court in Civil
Appeal 2357 of 2017, the order
of NGT is legally not tenable”
the petition said.

It said remedial steps as sug-
gested by the NGT such as using
treated water for agriculture,
horticulture or industrial pur-
poses, preventing discharge/
dumping of any waste, protect-
ing of flood plain zones, etc are
all which require budgetary allo-
cations that are cleared by the
legislative assembly and so the
role of the elected government
becomes extremely necessary.

“The elected government
is keen to work on the issue of
making Yamuna a clean river
free from any kind of pollut-
ants and to allocate the neces-
sary funds, however, the present
scheme under the impugned

Highlights

» Noting that substantial
work remains unexecuted
for the rejuvenation of
river Yamuna, the NGT
had formed a High-
Level Committee and
requested the lieutenant
governor of Delhi to
head the committee

:‘-_Coniendl'ng that the LG

is only a "figurehead"
except for three
subjects- police, public
order and land —
the plea before the
top court has sought
directions to set aside
the NGT's order
» Referring to the
recent judgement of
the top court on the
administrative services

row between the
Centre and the Delhi
government, the plea
stated the effect of the
NGT's orders cannot
be to confer executive
powers on an authority
that cannot, under the
constitutional scheme, be
conferred on it and is
instead vested with the
elected government

order sets up a committee
headed by an unelected figure-
head and side-lines the elected
and popularly accountable gov-
ernment of the NCTD;’ the plea
said.

“While the appellant
acknowledges the need for inter-
departmental coordination and
cooperation to ensure the clean-
ing of the Yamuna and for reme-
dial measures in that regard,
the appellant is aggrieved by
the executive powers conferred
on the Lt. Governor vide the
impugned order over areas in
which only the elected govern-
mentofthe NCT of Delhi enjoys
competence,” it said.

In its order, the NGT had
said there is still a huge gap
between the generation of sew-
age and available treatment
facilities.

“The estimated gap is said
to be 194.5 million gallons per
day (MGD) of sewage, inter-
ception and diversion of about
147 drains (connected to Najaf-
garh and Shahdra drains) and
other small drains joining bigger
drains remains (pend.ing] and
wastewater from 1,799 unay-
thorized colonies and 630 n
clusters is reportedly poing into
the Yamuna,” the NGT had said,

The green panel had said
there was a need to plant trees

on the flood plains of the
river and buffer zones of the
drains, besides undertaking
engineering, structural and
biological measures for a com-
prehensive catchment area treat-
ment plan,

Other committee mem-
bers would include the chief
secretary, secretaries of vari-
ous Delhi government depart-
ments, CEO of Delhi Jal Board,
DDA officials, top officials of the
Union ministries of Agriculture,
Jal Shakti and Environment,
chairman of the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board and direc-
tor general of National Mission
for Clean Ganga (NMCG)
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In a first, L-G chairs meeting

to review status of CETPs

SATVIKA MAHAJAN

NEW DELHI: Concerned with
the untreated industrial efflu-
ent flowing into the Yamuna,
Delhi L-G, VK Saxena, in a first,
chaired a meeting to review the
status of the Common Effluent
Treatment Plants (CETPs) func-
tioning in the industrial areas of
the national Capital.

The meeting sought to assess
the role of CETPs in mitigat-
ing pollution in the Yamuna.
It was brought to the notice
of L-G that CETPs were run-
ning at only 68-70 per cent of
their capacity and many plants
required up-gradation. It was
also informed that for the last
10 years no audit of the plants
had been undertaken.

Of the 40,805 industrial
units and other such estab-
lishments in the city, only 64
per cent, i.e. 26,077 were con-
nected to CETPs for treatment
of effluent generated by them,
asa result of which 23,149 i.e. 36
per cent units were discharging
industrial effluent directly into
the Yamuna. The L-G described

It was brought to the
notice of L-G that
CETPs were running
at only 68-70% of
their capacity and
many plants required
up-gradation

this as criminal negligence on
part of the Industry Associa-
tions and the government.
The L-G expressed deep
concern over the fact that there
are still 36 per cent of industrial
units who were not connected to
CETPsand even amongst those
who were members, 33 per cent
were not paying membership
charges, resulting in unmiti-
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gated pollution into the river.

The L-G set a deadline of 30
days to complete the assessm ent
and directed officials presentin
the meeting to constitute a team
comprising officers and repre-
sentatives of the CETPs to get
this task done.

It also came out that due to
lack of any other alternative,
where the treated water from
CETPs could be discharged,
CETPs that were treating their
effluent were discharging the
same in the Najafgarh drain.
This was resulting in treated
effluent again getting polluted
before entering the Yamuna.
The L-G directed agencies like
DDA, MCD and DJB to identify
their respective water bodies,
where the treated water from
the CETPs could be discharged,
rather than draining the same
into the Najafgarh drain/the
Yamuna,

The L-G assured the CETPs
that all such matters will be
suitably addressed and taken
up once the assessment of the
installed capacity of the CETPs
is completed in the next 30 days.
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