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L-G laking false credit
for Bhalswa Lake
cleaning: Bharadwaj

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Lt Governor VK
Saxena is claiming “false credit”
for the cleaning and rejuvena-
tion work at Bhalswa Lake that
has been underway since Janu-
ary 2022, Delhi Jal Board Chair-
man Saurabh Bharadwaj alleged
on Tuesday.

Reacting to Bharadwaj's alle-
gations, an official from the L-G
Secretariat said his claims were
“unfortunate, baseless and bereft
of facts’

In a strongly-worded state-
ment, Bharadwaj accused
Saxena of engaging in petty
public relations activities and
attempting to take credit for
the efforts of the Arvind Kejri-
wal government.

Healleged that the Lt Gover-
nor has been consistently claim-
ing credit for various initiatives
related to the Yamuna cleaning,
lake rejuvenation and drain de-
silting, which have been going
on for several years.

Saxena, accompanied by
Delhi government officials, on
Tuesday visited Bhalswa Lake
and took to his Twitter han-
dle to announce that the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
was responsible for the rejuve-
mtjcm work, ng that

after his first visit in
r2022.

Blmadwa;

Saxendls claims on Tw ihn-
ing copies of work orders and

An official from
the L-G Secretariat
said his claims
were ‘unfortunate,
baseless and
bereft of facts’

other documents.

He said the work at Bhalswa
Lake, like at other water bod-
ies, was being carried out by
the Kejriwal government, with
the Delhi Jal Board being at the
forefront.

Bharadwaj, who holds the
Water department portfolio,
also shared the work order,
amounting to Rs 4.52 crore,
issued by the Delhi Jal Board
on January 4, 2022, which pre-
dated Saxena’s appointment.

Saxena assumed office
in May 2022 while the DDA

ted ission to the Delhi
E]a;oa.rget:n work on the lakes
rejuvenation on May 17, 2019.
Bharadwaj said the DDA, as an
agency under the central gov-
ernment, ownsa significant por-
tion of land and lakes in the city.

Recognising that many of
these water bodies were in a
dilapidated state, Kejriwal
directed the Delhi Jal Board
to coordinate with the land-
owning agency to undertake
their rejuvenation using the
funds allocated by the city
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Revamp of Bhalswa lake
becomes new flashpoint
between L-G, Delhi govt

New Delii A new tsshe enapted
Betweeen AAP Minister Sanrabb
Bharadwa) and  Lieutenant

Camvernon VE Sanena onvet e e

development of Blalswa Lk,
witly the gt alleging that the
1,6 b "taking false credit™ for

wiork done by Dl geaeriinnent

After visiting the Bhalowa

lake Tuesdlay, Saxena baeeted
“Visiting Bl Lake and ap
precited the efforts undertaken
by DDA in rejuvenating this
priceless asset”

Kesponding

to  this,

f@sgeard
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16 15 taking lalse credit Tor
leanng Bhalswa lake whete
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Bharadwaj says LG taking credit for
lake revamp, Raj Niwas hits back

Times News Network

New Delhi: Delhi water
minister Saurabh Bharadwaj
on Tuesday alleged that
lieutenant governor VK
Saxenawas taking undue cre-
dit for the government's ef-
forts in rejuvenating the
Bhalswa lake.

In response, the LG office
described the claims as
“unfortunate, baseless and
bereft of facts”.

In a tweet on Tuesday, Sax-
ena's office shared a video
showing the progress at the
site. He “visited Bhalswa La-
keand appreciated the efforts
undertaken by DDA inrejuve-
nating this priceless asset of
the capital after his first vi-
sit” on October 15 last year,
Raj Niwas tweeted.

Bharadwaj said the pro-
ject at Bhalswa like other wa-
ter bodies was being underta-
ken by chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal-led Delhi govern-
ment. Healso posted the work
order of DJB, dated January
2022, amountingtoRs4.52 cro-
re. Heclaimed that the project
was planned before Saxena
was appointed the LG.

“It is noteworthy that LG
Vinai Kumar Saxena joined
this position in May 2022
while the permission provi-

_ oLl

2020

BHALSWA LAKE IN

ded by DDA to the Delhi Jal
Board to rejuvenate this lake
dates back to May 17, 2019,
Bharadwaj said.

In response, the officials
at Raj Niwas shared old
tweets of Saxena showing
that till October last year, no
work was carried out at the
Bhalswalake. -

“It is disheartening to see
the LG claiming credit for the
work which has beengoingon
for many years...much before
he joined as the LG of Delhi.
Delhi government has been
patiently waiting that some-
day the LG will givedue credit

for this work to those who de-
serve it. The office of LG isa
sacrosanctofficeand such PR
exercises are not expected
from the office of LG," said
Bharadwaj. ]

The minister further ad-
ded that CM Kejriwal had al-
ways advocated for restraint
even when the LG office clai-
med the credit for most of the
works undertaken by Delhi
Jal Board, irrigation and flo-
od control and the environ-
ment department of the city
government,

An official from the LG Se-
cretariat said the lieutenant

Raj Niwas shared
old tweets of
Saxena showing
that till October last
year, no work was
carried out at the

Bhalswa lake

governor visited the Bhalswa
lake on October 15 and found
it ina“pathetic condition”.
“No work to clean the wa-
terbody was goingon. The LG
then directed the DDA to take
over the lake, That's when the
cleaning work actually star-
ted,” the official said.
Theofficial added that the
LG went to inspect the clea-
ning work on October 26 and
again visited the lake on the
day of the Chhath festival.
“Proper statements were
issued by the LG Secretariat
and the lieutenant governor
even tweeted about the deve-
lopments from his own hand-
le. Also, on the directions of
the LG, a wall was construc-
ted by the DDA tostop the flow
of dung from the neighbou-
ringvillages intothelake. Itis
the result of all these efforts
that the BOD level in the lake
has decreased from 49 to 14,”
the official from the LG
Secretariatadded.
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LG back in actlon, VICWS

andfill pl"Q]C(.t s in Delhi

HT Correspondent
Tt Mt A imes (i

NEW DELHI: Licutenant governor
VK Saxena, who heads a high-
level committes on waste man-
agement constituted by the
National Green Tribunal, on
Tuesday said that the bio-reme-
diation work to flatten Delhi's
three landfill sites has gathered
pace and is expected to reach a
removal rate of 900,000 tonne
per month soon.

Saxena made the remark after
visiting the Okhla, Ghazipur, and
Bhalswa landfills — his first visit
to the sites after the central gov-
ernment’s on May 19 promul-
gated an ordinance that effec-
tively nullified a May 11 Supreme
Court judgement, which shifted
the authority of controlling
bureaucrats in the national capi-
tal from the LG to the elected
Delhi government.

He tweeted, "Happy to report
that bioremediation of waste has
picked up unprecedented pace
and will soon reach 30K MT/Day,
effecting 9 Lakh MT/Month, com-
pared to the 1.41 Lakh MT/Month
when I first visited Ghazipur on
29.05.22. right after taking over,
My gratitude to the people of
Delhi for being a part of this mis-
sion aimed at ridding the Capital
of its mountains of shame.”

In comparison, the processing
rate was 141,000 tonne per
month in May last year.

NGT, on February 16, consti-
tuted the Solid Waste Monitor-
ing Committee (SWMC) headed
by LG on the lines of the high-
level committee for the rejuve-
nation of Yamuna.

An LG secretariat official said
that the total legacy waste at the
three dump sites was 22.91 mil-
lion tonne in June 2022, which
now stands at 15.49 million
tonne, down by 7.42 million
tonne (32.38%) within a year.

Clearing the garbage moun-
tains of Delhi was also one of the
10 promises made by the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) in the run-up
to the municipal elections held
last year, after which chief min-
ister Arvind visited the
landfill sites in March and

mzﬂﬂ.mmw

LG VK Saxena at the Ghazipur landfill on Tuesday

Clearing the garbage mounds

Bio-mining and remediation processes separate components of
legacy waste by passing them through trommel machines

1.25 million tonne

‘May'4

in fast 3 months from the landfills  peadiine set

15 A9 million tonne

 Legacy waste as on May
r than 28 milllon

 tonne in June 2022 :

' 900k
tonne/m

deadline set by the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) is
May 2024 for the bio-remedia-
tion of all legacy waste at the
three landfill sites, as confirmed
by the LG office.

Bio-mining and remediation
processes separate various com-
ponents of legacy waste such as
plastic, paper, cloth, sand, and
bricks by passing them through
trommel machines which act as
cylindrical rotating sieves, Duimp-
ing more silt and fresh waste
reverses the progress and slows
down the net gains but there are
noalternatives available with the
civic body, an MCD official sald.

According to on official from
the LG office, the Bhalswa land-
fill remediation project has per-
formed above the expectations
between February and May
while Ghazipur has been slow-
est. “During the last quarter, the
Natlonal Highways Authority of
India (NHAI) lifted inert waste
for its road development project
at Karala Majri, Burari, Kundli,
and Holambi, among other

by MCD for
hio-remedia-
tion of all the
legacy waste
t the
Ghazipur,
Okhla and

Bhalswa
fandfill sites

Tlnlléa
reme
onth tion rate

areas. An innovative step involv-
ing the use of refuse-derived fuel
(RDF) from legacy waste was
also taken by JK Cements Lim-
ited, Chhitorgarh, Ultratech
Cement, and some paper mills in
Western Uttar Pradesh, which
used the RDF in thefr furnace.
At present, a total of 80 trom-
mel machines are segregating
waste at the three landfill sites
and 12 new machines have been
added since June last year and
five additional machines are
expected to be added by 30 June
2023, the official added,

LG, Delhi govt spar over
Bhalswa Lake
Saxena on Tuesday also tweeted
about visiting Bhalswa Lake,
sparking a feud with the AAP-led
Delhl government, which
accused him of taking “false
eredit” to clean the water body,
The LG tweeted, “Visited
Bhalswa Lake & appreciated the
cllorts undertaken by DDA in
rejuvenating this priceless asset
of the Capital after my first visit

Saxena gets Guj |
court relief in
2002 assault case

AHMEDABAD: The Guj-
arat high court on Tues-
day provided temporary
respite for Delhi leuten-
ant governor VK Saxena
in a case of an alleged
assault on social activist
Medha Patkar in 2002,
{ssuing an interim stayon |
any further proceedings |
related to the matter,

The high court decided
to suspend the ongoing
trial against Saxena until
his plea challenging a
metropolitan  court's
order —which denied his |
request to postpone the
trial until he completes
his term as Delhi’'s LG —
is pending and finally
resolved. .

A detailed order is yet
to uploaded on the high
court’s website

Saxena, along with two
BJP MLAs and a Con-
gress leader, is accused of
assaulting Patkarin2002 ¥
at Ahmedabad’s Sabar-
mati Ashram. HTC

on 15.10.2022. While stoppage of
cow dung dumping from thew
Bhalswa Dairy has brought
down the BOD from 49 to 14 in
the water body, makeover of the
embankment has richly refur-
bished it... We soon plan to
launch water sports & other rec-
reational activities in the lake for
the people of Delhi.”

In response, Delhi minister
S-'!I.lf"lb]'l Bharadwaj said, *'LG

has been on a spree to claim
credit for all the works of Yamuna
cleaning, lake rejuvenation, and
desilting of drains which have
been going on for several years. It
is unfortunate that the LG office is
indulging in such petty publie
relations activities.”

Hitting back, an official from
the LG secretariat said Bhar-
adwaj's allegations were “bereft
of facts”.

“No work to clean the water-
body was going on (till October),
The LG then directed the DDA to
take over the lake. That's when
the clc.ming work acm.;],[y
started,” the official said.
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