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Forest dept to make boun

near
Privangi

-Agarwal

. @“mﬂsgmup.com
ew i
S \\E:Eillh; The Delhi forest
ﬂe-:i . l1 e dopm'mwnl has
ary wa]o mud_lf_\' the boun.
Preven: mﬂf Ridge areas tg
Croache egal entry of en.
5 .r‘s orlocal people who
Mpw aste there,
Some Rig

& . lageareas have be-
rr?en“;?ﬁ_lmed after encroach-
forest ‘3 EOI“E removed and the
acquired pf?)rrémfm Sl has
past few _\’031-3_5 land in the

Such areas do not have bo
undary walls. Forest officials
said boundary walls will be
constructed at such places
and a small passage will be
brovided for movement of
reptiles or other wild ani.
mals. Besides, the stone walls
will be repaired at the sites
Wwhere they are broken.

A Delhiforest department
study, titled ‘Delhi'sforestata
glance’, stated that the Delhi
Ridge, having an extent of
7,784 hectares, refers to the
extension of the Aravalli, the
oldest mountain chain in the
country. The rocky outcrop
enters Delhi from Haryana
near Tughlakabad, Bhatti,
Dera Mandi areas and moves
north, covering parts of Del-
hi Cantonment and Lutyens

1hi and ends near Timar-
331‘. north of Delhi Universi-
ty. Around a 35-km stretch of
the Ridge forest fa“f umder

elhigovernment.
thegseni%r forest official sa-
id: “In someareas, like the So-

Ridge areas to protec

dary
twildife

S

PROTECTING THE GREEN COVER

TR, 1

§ 9% Ridge mm[m
[ '?F.-“ Northern 170.7
Delhiforest | Central 864 (approx)
department
to modify South Central 626 (approx) | DDA
 boundary walls  Southern 6,200
| of all ridges (approx)
. Nana
| cemg %™ 7Gaopron | DA
: Total 7,867
L | L = . C
b E;’:?' TR
New boundary
| walls to come
| upatplaces that &=
| donthaveone ==

| Stone walls
to be painted
or marked in

| Southern Ridge
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IR

agencies
DDA, MCD and forest department

Forest department, DDA, Army, ‘
CPWD, NDMC, MCD

Forest department, DDA, Sports Authority

of India, revenue department

uthern Ridge, thestone boun-
dary walls look similar to the
walls of private farmhouses.
We havedecided toputupalo-
go of the forest and wildlife

department so that all pas-.

sers-by are aware that the
areaisaforest.”

The official added that
new boundary walls will be
constructed in those areas
which have been recently fre-
ed of encroachment.

“We will soon invite ten-

ders for construction or repa-
irs of the boundary walls,” a
forest official said.

Sonya Ghosh, an activist
who had filed a petition befo-
re the National Green Tribu-
nal demanding demarcation
and removal of encroach-
ments from the Aravalli Rid-
ge area in Delhi, Rajasthan
and Haryana, said: “Delhi
still has Ridge patches which
have been encroached upon.
There are two types of encro-

achers — rich who have built
farmhouses and have filed a
case in codrt against encro-
achment notices and the poor
who havenowhere else to go.
Sincethe Ridgesarethe home
of wild animals, it could lead
to man-animal conflict if peo-
plelivk inthe Ridgeareas.”

Ghosh added that it was go-
od that the forest department
was demarcating the Ridge
areas in Delhi and construe-
ting boundary walls.
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In blazing heat, anger and tears over dem

Vibha Sharmatim
esQroup.com VAC )
New Delhi: Ri‘_:“}[‘l‘l"llﬁi:]I!::\t;:’os‘"hn.-‘-1rmhr-m an vl'mligrméd from Pakistan and star the panel lawyer/DDA stating that
Bovity aa e Aut ek's time 10 rostve given a we- _ted livingin thearea since the 7% the Supreme Court has iven €3 n
Permanes t'I‘ mday demolished eight 1111,::-,-:|nnnodn.h:,:.;;“}"'lr I:‘"]"“R DDA s_:ald it hegan the encroach-  days to the petitioner (Kasturba Na
eNcToac wstructuresduringananti. re for Sooudés ol : _II_:\- nut_llr* ment drive at Vishwas Nagar at gar Residents Welfare ,\_.,m(-iannn:
£AT e, hment drive in Vishwas Na.  property e the while paying  6.45am on Monday “During the de tovacate the premises on humanitd
aesh n:t;tst Delhi With some residents Fr:“du\(:_r t‘.\ T'rt‘x as -:u-l_l and electricity  maolition, five pucca structures were rlan grounds After seven days. t
rt ng the matter to the Supreme l'-r‘» ;1h ‘dﬂ er _-1L« ha\'|:|‘lli:llw:mL||l'lfrlil' removed completely and threepucca  authorities are free to iakpwﬁr o
and obtaining a stay order; the d obedeprived of their homes, there.  strucures were removed partially  session *a DDA state ent said
molition was hm"‘d‘“&’undlz‘w i e Fldt'tIIS have asked DDA to provide  The demolition was stopped at Gyt S ‘-‘g‘;‘_l a w_" K ot
DDA's notice to the W‘-‘-ide‘-ntc” n'In‘i_ native sitee for houses. Many 12:25pm after receiving I'nf,]rm,m,m the - I‘P. h- '_" : ﬂ ’5wm de-
: sto  familiesinthecolony claimed to ha fT‘llmth&'highnrnulhnriliFsasw'f‘-ll:l!a mf;l?f;lfﬂ ‘?;h';ﬁﬁrllaig:‘m“;aﬁ four
; -
-

o
0 W 7

ng there for decades, all the while paying property tax and electricity and water bills

e stood here. \:j? never re-
; otice for 11eg construc-
;":;:ed.;':,;h said. "[havebeen paying
mﬁerty tax. plectricity and power
Pills regularty In 2020, DDA started
sending potices sayine that the land
od to them and we had encroa-

we have become ho-

s, she claimed. “1 have a
year-oldson whowas operated
¥ ltiswi{hdifﬁculty thatl
e managed to rent a room. put it
me Rs 10,0002 month which
afford 10 pay.”
Aanchal. ano d slum
that most of the resi-
dents in the 2 were daily-wage
parners working as hawkers, auto-
rickshaw drivers. etc- «If we do not
work for evend day, we have nothing
at inthe avening.” he said.
id there were
ments on the

s0-ft road in Vishwas Nagar about
which people had appmached Delhi
High Court but failed to get a stay
DDA plans to clear the road connec-
ting it to road No 57 and 58. Asked
about a municipal school on the ro-
ad. the officials admitted that the
matter of removing the school
hadn't been decided yet.

| »
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SC stays demolition drive

inE Delhi’s Vlshwas Nag,ar

| Abraham Thomas

Iénot\.@hnnduslant imes com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Monday directed the Delhi

| Development Authority (DDA)

to halt demolitions in Vishwas
Nagar for a week on humanitar-
ian grounds.

The matter was mentioned
before the Supreme Court's
vacation bench of justices Anir-
uddha Bose and Sanjay Karol
before the demolition began at
8am on Monday.

“So far as the right of mem-
bers of petitioners to reside at
the dwelling place is concerned,
we do not wish to interfere with
the order passed by the Delhi
high court,” said the bench. “On
humanitarian considerations,
we are inclined to grant them
seven days to vacate the prem-
ises. In case they fail to vacate
by May 29, it will be open to

| DDA, with the help of such

agencies required to carry out

| demolitions, to resume the

demolition activities.”

DDA’s lawyer Sunieta Ojha
told the top court that the high
court on March 14 dismissed a
petition of the residents and

Seturlty depluymcm nmld demolition drive at I(aslurba Nagar,

near Vishwas Nagar in New Delhi on Monday

ordered demolition after con-
sidering all their claims. She
said the same claims were now
being revived after two
months.

Residents of Vishwas Nagar's
Kasturba Nagar colony said
they were secking rehabilitation
before being removed, They
maintained they have valid
identity documents.

The court also agreed to con-
sider rehabilitation. It issued
notices to the DDA and the

RAJ K RAJ/HT PHOTO

Delhi Urban Shelter Improve-
ment Board, the agency respon-
sible for the rehabilitation, The
petitioners said that their col-
ony has not been categorised as
a registered slum due to which
the authorities refused to con-
sider their rehabilitation. The
bench agreed to take up the case
in the second week of July.

The DDA last week issued
notices about the demolition
from May 22 to 24 in line with
the high court's direction.
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SC directs DDA to halt Vishwas

STAFF REPORTER i NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court on

Monday directed the
DDA to halt for-a week its
ongoing drive to demolish
over 800 alleged illegal
dwelling units built on its land
at Vishwas Nagar area of east
Delhi to enable residents to
relocate.

A vacation bench com-
prising justices Aniruddha
Bose and Sanjay Karol, how-
ever, did not find fault with
the orders passed by the sin-

le and the division benches
of the Delhi High Court per-
mitting the Delhi
Development  Authority
(DDA) to go ahead with
removal of the encroach-
ments.

While issuing notice to
the DDA, represented by
Jawyer Sunieta Ojha, the
bench said it will consider in
the second week of July the

A !
issue whether the residents,
who are sought to be removed
from their dwelling units, are
entitled for rehabilitation by
the land owning agency either
under the Delhi Urban Shelter
Improvement Board Act or
any other law

“We are apprised that
demolition work has started
at 8 AM today. So far as the

right of the members of the )

petitioner to reside at their
present dwelling place is con
cerned, we do not intertere
with the Delhi High Court
order

“On humanitarian con-

Nagar demolition drive for week

siderations, we give them
seven days to vacate respec-
tive premises by May 29, 2023
and then it would be open to
the DDA, with the help of
such agency, to resume their
demolition activities,” the
bench said ip its order.

The bench directed the
counsel tor the DDA to
inform the authorities durin
the day to immediately stal
the demolition drive. The
order was passed on a petition
filed by some residents of the
Kasturba Nagar area falling
under Vishwas Nagar locali-
tv ot east Delhi

Chev assail the demoli-
ton notices issued by the
DDA on May 18. The Delhi
High Court, on March 14, this
year, had retused to stal] the
demolition move of the DDA
while agreeing with the plea
of the land owning agency
that the residents were
encroachers.



