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Floods Over, Authorities To Get City Ready For G20 Summit

Repair roads, clean MCD decides to roll
out beautification

public spaces by
July 31, orders govt

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The Delhi govern-
menthasfixed July3lasthede-
adline for repairing and clea-
ning roads, parks, footpaths
and public spaces, removal of
encroachment and sprucing
up parks and green areas for
the G20 Summit, which is less
than two months away.

A senior Delhi government
official said senior officers have
been assigned one district each
to monitor the work and update
the lieutenant governor daily

The deadlines werefixed ina
meeting chaired by LG VK Saxe-
naandattended by chief secreta-
ry NareshKumarapartfromthe

_ secretaries of stakeholder de-
partments of the Delhi govern-
ment, and heads of MCD,NDMC
and DDA, amongothers,

The summit will be held in
the capital from September 810.
A large number of delegates
from participating countries
and tourists are likely to visit.

According to officials, the
works that are required to be
completed by the end of this
month include cleaning of ro-

| ads and markets, repairing of
potholes, making pots and flo-
wer beds ready, filling up the
missing green cover, pruning

| of trees and shrubs, replacing
faded and dilapidated signage,
removing encroachment, fix-
ing waterlogging hotspots, ma-
king streetlights functional

" and painting iron grills on the

{ central verge,amongothers.

“Sixty roads, maintained by
djﬁemutagmciﬂs.ha\'ehamld&n-
tified that would be repaired, clea-
ned and sprucedup,” said anoffici-
al. “Roadsleadingtoimportant ho-
tels, where the delegates would
stay, popular monuments such as

y the Red Fort, Qutub Minar, Lotus

&

OFFICIAL SAYS

Sixty roads, maintained
by different agencies,
have been identified
that would be repaired,
cleaned and spruced
up for the G20 summit

’glp]e etcareamongthem.”

Another official said that
all departments concerned
have been asked to nominate
oneofficer not below therank
of executiveengineer toensu-
re compliance of all direc-
tions. In order to strengthen
the monitoring at the ground
level,a committee for each re-
venue district, comprising
the district magistrate, the
deputy commissioner of poli-
ce, the MCD deputy commis-
sionerandachief engineerof
the DDA, has been formed to
do a gap analysis and genera-
te actionable points on the
Delhi e-monitoring app.

An officer of the planning
department has been assigned
the responsibility of compiling
the daily reports received from
the monitoring committees, the
district inchargeandothersand
submit them to the LG and the
chief secretary.

An order issued by the LG
secretariat set deadlines of
July 31 for most of the prepa-
ration work. The senior IAS
officers deployed at respecti-
vedistricts willupdatethe LG

work next month

Yibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The MCD plans
will start projects for G20 that
had either been halted becau-
seof therain orhad gotdama-
ged because of the flooding
Yamuna in Delhi. The G20
summit is in September.

In flood affected areas, pa-
inting on boundary walls and
in public areas has been rui-
ned due to the heavy rain and
stagnant water.

“Beautification of the Ma-
hipalpur roundabout, Shahee-
di Park at ITO, development
work at the PVR Anupam mar-
ket, G20 Park at M block Grea-
ter Kailash I, placement of ex-

tra dustbins to control litte--

ring at prominent locations
and markets and installing of
signboards related to the event
are among the works fo be ta-
ken up on priority,” said an of-
ficial. Progress in these works
will start nextmonth.

The MCD has also direc-
ted all zones to do wall pain-
ting depending on require-
ment. “Due to the rainy sea-
son, no wall painting is plan-
ned but close to the event we
may carry out such a drive,”
the official said.

The repairing and pain-
ting of boundary walls near
the Yamuna ghats and on the
Ring Road will be done by
other agencies.

“We are only emphasising
on cleaning and lifting garba-
ge from the sites/roads affec-
ted by therecentfleods. Resto-
ration, if required, will be
carried by the PWD or DDA,"”
theofficial said.

The horticulture depart-
ment is planning to place more
than1lakh pots at various pro-
minent locations, including

OFFICIAL SAYS

We are emphasising on
cleaning and lifting
garbage from the
spots affected by the
floods. Restoration will
be PWD or DDA’s duty

7 S
the venues and hotels in view
of the G20meet in September.

“The initiative is aimed at
beautifying the places. Theci-
vicbody has invited bids tore-
vamp parks at markets in Laj-
pat Nagar, Hauz Khas, Green
Park, Defence Colony, Jang-
puraand Sarita Vihar. Thezo-

nal horticultureteams willfo-

cus on ensuring that dense

greening is taken up. This wo-

uld be followed by the revam-

ping of pathways. In someca-!
ses, sculpturesand additional

elements will be added,” the

official said.

The MCD is already wor-
king on a project to revamp
parks up to an acre. “There
are 154 packs in this category
and their details have already
been shared with the govern-
ment. It parks include 27 in
Rohini, 22 in Shahdara north,
17 in central Delhi, 18 in Kes-
havpuram, 16 Najafgarhzone,
12 in Karol Bagh, 13 in Shah-
darsouth, 10 in the south zone
and9in the west zone,” the of-
ficial added. Work will be ta-
ken upon priority for parksin
prominent locations.

“Further, the roads lea-
ding to and from prominent
venues will be cleaned multi-
ple times with the help of me-
chanical road sweeping ma-
chines, jetting and sprinkler
machines during the event,”
the official said. /
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RAPIDX Plans Wholesome |
Growth Of 3 Stations In City

Gets Agencies To Chalk Out Transit-Oriented Devpt Policy

Privangi.Agarwal
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The National Ca-
pital Region Transport Cor-
poration (NCRTC), responsib-
le for executing the RAPIDX
project, has engaged agencies
to prepare a transit-oriented
development (T'OD) policy for
its three stations in Delhi —
Anand Vihar, Sarai Kale
Khan, and Jangpura. Additio-
nally, a TOD plan is in pro-
gress for Ghaziabad and Mee-
rutin Uttar Pradesh.

The Delhi-Ghaziabad-Me-
erut RAPIDX corridor com-

prises atotal of 25stations, in-
cluding four in Delhi.
NCRTC official ' said, “The
plan will be submitted to the
relevant agencies for imple-
mentation.”

TOD is characterised as a
policy intervention by go-
vernments and their agencies
to promote integrated plan-
ning of dense, compact, vi-
brant, pedestrian-friendly,
and inclusive communities
around transitnodes.

In 2017, the Union ministry
of housing and urban affairs
released the National TOD Po-
licy and National Value Cap-

An.

ture Financing (VCF) Policy
Framework,
the importance of TOD adop-
tion in the development plans
of Indian cities. On Friday,
NCRTC organised an interna-
tional two-day workshop on
TOD, aiming to revolutionise
urban planning practices.
Vinay Kumar Singh, the
managing director of
NCRTC, said, “By promoting
TOD, we can effectively redu-
ce urban sprawl, congestion,
and pollution, while enhan-
cing accessibility, affordabili-

ty,and the overall qualityof li-

fein urban spaces.”

WHAT IS TOD

Salient Features
Informal sector  #7<0]
orientation 188
Managed

parking
Street-oriented '1&
buildings 4
o_ptnmlsed densitles 9
Mixed land use  3SP@
T_rafﬁ_'»t_c_amg"_
Inclusive habitat

ﬁ_dultimodal integfation
Last-mile connectivity ~ *

Interconnected
street network

TOD is defined as a policy intervention by governments and its
agencies for integrated planning of dense, compact, vibrant,
pedestrian-friendly, inclusive communities around transit nodes

For
Delhi-

Ghaziabad-Meerut
RAPIDX, TOD is being
planned for Sarai Kale
Khan, Jangpura, Anand

Vihar, Ghaziabad,

Duhai, urad Nagar
Meerut Duhai Depot Station
Anand Vihar At grade N
New Ashok Sahibabad -
Nagar : 5 E
Sarai Kale Khan Uadiriraid 3.

Modipuram Depot [

&)

Shatabdi Nagar

Modipuram

Begumpul

acknowledging.

@ Jangpura

He added, “As RAPIDX isa
multi-state project, we have to |
coordinate with four states to |
implement TOD policies along
our corridors. Inthefirst corri- |
dor, some portion is in Delhi |
and the rest is in UP. The deve- |
lopment authority — DDA —
haschosen threeoutof thefour |
stations in Delhi as transit-ori- '
ented development nodes.”

Vikas Kumar, the mana-
ging director of Delhi Metro
RailCorporation, highlighted
that even before the formula-
tion of the TOD policy, DMRC
consiructed 93 residential
flats at Dwarka NSIC, dra-
wing inspiration from inter-
national experiences. “The
challenge in Delhi is that de-
velopment or infrastructure
for the urban scenario has al-
ready taken place much befo-
rethe metrocame,” he noted.

Ved Prakash Dudeja from
Rail Land Development Aut-
horitysaid, “Itisvery difficult
to approach New Delhi rail-
way station: from the Pahar-
ganj side as there is no space

- where buses can stop. We are

creating 23 km of elevated ro-
ad infrastructure which will
facilitate passengers from dif-
ferent parts of thecity.”
Manoj Joshi, secretary,
Union ministry of housing &
urban affairs, expressed con-
fidence that the collective wis-
dom and constructive discus-
sions during this workshop
would inspire transformative’
changes in urban planning
practices and benefit future
transit projects.
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~ LG sets up 11 monitoring
panels for G20 projects

7

Alok KN Mishra

letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Delhi's lieutenant
Bovernor (LG) VK Saxena has
formed 11 monitoring commit-
tees headed by Indian Adminis-
trative Service (IAS) officers to
oversee work related to the G20
Summit in each of the city's 11
districts, according to docu-
ments seen by HT.

The Capital is scheduled to

i host the G20 leaders’ summit

from September 9-10, which is
expected to include the heads of
states of the world's 20 largest
economies. A massive exercise is
underway to tidy up the city,
with roads being relaid, urban
greenery being spruced up, and
civic infrastructure being fixed
and overhauled.

The committees will review
and address shortcomings in
these areas, with a focus on
cleanliness, sanitation, and civic
utility upkeep. Each committee
comprises an [AS officer, who
will be the coordinator, a district
magistrate (DM), a deputy com-
missioner of police, a deputy
commissioner of the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) or a
secretary of the New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC), and
a chief engineer of the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA).
The decision was taken after a
meeting chaired by the LG on
Tuesday. The panels were
directed to submit action-taken
reports on the Delhi e-monitor-
ing app within 48 hours of the
order. The coordinators have
also been asked to submit
reports every Monday and
Thursday on the app, after site
visits, the order issued
on Wednesday said.

Special secretary (planning)
Ravi Dhawan was tasked with
compiling these reports and sub-
mitting them to the LG and the
chief secretary every Tuesday

and Friday. It remains unclear
what role the elected Aam
Aadmi Party government will
play in these committees, given
the ongoing tussle between the
LG and the government over
control of services in ﬂlewclggiﬁ
officers who will be supported
by DANICS officers. 3

R s of the

The panels will review and address shortcomings in various

aspects of the city’s infrastructure. SANCHIT KHANNA/HT
requests for a comment. done by officers irrespective of

The order said that the com-  whether the work was being
mittees will monitor the cleanli- monitored by the elected govern-
ness of roads, footpaths, under-~ ment or the LG. “LG has a key
passes, overbridges, streets, role to play in the G20 prepara-
parks, public spaces, commer- tions because the preparations

cial areas, etc. A number of these
affairs fall under the Public
Works Department, an agency
under the Delhi government,
and the MCD, controlled by AAP,

“The committees have to
check potholes, damaged foot-
paths, green cover, damaged
central verge, road paints, road
reflectors, street lights, signages,
electricity poles, electrical boxes
on utility poles, removal of
weeds, landscaping, police facili-
tation booths, public utilities
available on that road like public
toilets, water ATMs, etc. The
committees will work to get the
issues fixed in coordination with
the departments concerned,"
said a government official,
reguesting anonymity.

A second official, who asked
not to be named, said that prepa-
rations for G20 were going on
foralong ime and mmhnwx

involve Delhi Police, NDMC,
DDA, MCD besides PWD,” said
the officer.

All departments have been
directed to nominate one officer
not below the rank of executive
engineer to ensure the compli-
ance of directions. The order
said that the departments will
also furnish the details of such
officers to the LG office and the
chief secretary’s office.

MCD offficials did not respond
to requests for comment,

According to the order, the
1AS officers who will be the coor-
dinates for the committees
are: Krishna Mohan Uppu for
Central district, K Mahesh for
East Delhi, Ravi Dhawan for
New Dethi, Vikram Singh Malik
for North Delhi, Dilraj Kaur for
North East Delhi, Bhupesh
Chaudhary for North West
Rahul Singh for Shahdara,
Ashok Kumar for South Delhi,
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G20 prep to be done by July 31,
committees to monitor work

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI, JULY 21

WITH THE G-20 Summit a
month away, the Lieutenant
Governor's Secretariat has set
timelines for beautification and
infrastructure projects and di-
rected departments concerned
toimplement it by July 31.
Delhi will be hosting the
summit from September 8 to
10. Tostrengthen monitoring at
the ground level, the L-G
Secretariat also formed moni-
toring committees for eachrev-
enue district to ensure Delhi is
well prepared to welcome for-
eign delegates.
Each committee will com-
pﬂSEﬂEdiStl'ictnugisﬂ‘atE-D_CP.
ty commissioner of MCDor
NDMC, as the case may be, and
DDA chief engineer. Eleven sef-
jor officers, including Excise
commissioner Krishna Mohan
Uppu; DOE director Himanshu

Gupta; Power special secretary
Ravi Dhawan; and others have
been made committee coordi-
nators.

These committees will do a
gap analysis of shortcomings in
general cleanliness and sanita-
tion in their jurisdiction
along with district
coordinators. "Monitoring com-
mittees shall update action
taken reportsdaily and submita
PDFtothel-G Secretariatand of-
fice of Chief Secretary, Delhi, on
the e-monitoring mobileapp af-
ter undertaking sitevisits,” read
the order issued by the
SecretariatonJuly 19.

These decisions were taken
duringameeﬁngheld onjuly 18
under the chairmanship of L-G
Vinai Kumar Saxena. Duringthe
meeting, timelines for key proj-
ectswere setand key tasks high-
lighted. These include:

@ Sanitation: Overall clean-
ing of roads and markets, to be
done, noopeng_arbagedumpsm

l ____.__________"___._-—-—-—'—'_

be found by the roadside, d rains
to be cleaned. .
= Horticulture: Pots and
flower beds to be ready, trees
andshrubstobepruned.
= 1llegal encroachment to
be removed from below fly-
oversfunderpasses. £
@ Waterlogging to be pre-
vented by accessing and fixing
yulnerable points. Sufficient
arrangements to be made for
pumping sets. !
S Roads: Repair of potholes,
streetlights, kerbstones, central

verge.

@ Removal of hanging
wires from roads and markets,
cleaningdefaced flyovers, metro
pillars, subways, toilets, walls.

B Red Fort, Qutub Minar,
Rajghat, Lotus templeand other
monumentsandits surrounding
areas and access roads to be
cleanatall imes. i

® PowerElectrical supplyin
hotels in NDMC area to be

- _I_ i ———
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MCD may modify plan to
build skyscraper near ITO

h-rise for Delhi

Paras Singh
paras@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Municipal Cor-

of Delhi (MCD) is amend-

ing a plan to build Delhi's tallest

skyscraper on Indraprastha Marg

in central Delhi in view of objec-

* %ions raised by various agencies to

,the project, senior municipal offi-
cials said. :

A senior municipal official
aware of the development said
that the civic body has also told
Delhi Development Authority,
which allocated the land for the
projectto be implemented by the
erstwhile South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC), that it
intends to keep the land for pursu-
ing the project with suitable
amendments.

The South MCD cleared the
project to develop 145-metre-high
Atal Bihari Civic Centre, near
Pragati Maidan in 201718, and a
memorandum of understanding
was signed between south civic
body and the National Buildings
Construction Corporation (NBCC)
for developing two towers on a
8.75 acre plot adjacent to the
Indraprastha DTC bus depot, near
Pragati Maidan. Then, the
project’s cost was estimated at
2559 crore, and it was to be fin-
ished by 2020. The SDMC planned
the building as its headquarters.

Currently, MCD headquarters,
Civic Centre, on Jawahar Lal
Nehru Marg is the tallest building
in the Capital, standing at 101
metres high with 28 stories.

However, the project was

mired in controversy with agen-
cies, including the India Trade
Promotion Organisation, which
was redeveloping Pragati Maidan
in close vicinity, raising objec-
tions.

“The primary objection to the
projectwas that the building was
coming up close to the Pragati
Maidan tunnel, and it would add
to the congestion on this route.
Some security challenges also
flagged safety concerns due to the
height of the proposed building.
We have now decided to alter the
plans. A fresh traffic survey will be
carried out to assess the impact of
the project, and the proposed
height will also be reduced,” an

overseeing the project said.

In March 2019, HT reporte
that India Trade Promotion Orga-
pization (ITPO), objected to the

Another hig

D U

PROJECT DETAILS

8-15 ACRE' 33 “59 [lllll"lzs METRES

plot size storeys  Estimated cost

LOCATION: Adjacent to
the Indraprastha DTC bus

The initial
deadline was
height, 2 blocks fixed at 2020

SOMC signed a memorandum with the
National Buildings Construction Corporation
* (NBCC) for developing the project. .

. gl depot
0 Lp (p e - s i
Srration dsoshifted SEVERALHURDLES 0
g o the building CHANGE TN LAND USE-RWAS opposed the D d
U8 Jand use change from districtparkto dre :
Eacitha ; EASTWESTCORRIDOR:PWD said theland | RUCRORCCIRUCEULE
P ongot o [) mhh I“MWWM ’ SRRCES aa B
Iding at Patparg m AR .,. ...... ) say that a e ;
PRAGATI MATDAN REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT: pee Y b
MPOsald the project may cause. £
DMC, ho planned ta congestion, hit the tunnel road being iy
bR M buitt undemeath Pragati Maidan ;
A SECURITY CONCERNS-Police raised =
e concems over thelocationasit i
Witnesses VIP movement o ’
The project as seen in
project report g \
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plan citing its possible adverse “A new traffic survey willindi-  East MCD got office space in a
impact on traffic in the neighbour- ~ cate all these points and the building at Patpargan] Industrial
hood, and also on the¥2,700<rore “changes needed to be incorpo-  area. After the MCD was unified in
Pragati Maidan redevelopment  rated in the plan,” theofficial said. ~ May 2022 all senior headquarter-
project. ITPO also said that the A5-acre section of the 8.75acre-  level officials shifted their offices
proposed buﬂdmgmjp}ammﬁn plot was earlier earmarked as  tothe Civic Centre.
comeupnear oneend ofal2km-  “district park” in the Master Plan [n June last vear, the civic offi- |
long tunnel (wwar:%s Ring Road)  of Delhi (2021), However,theland  cials were p]any;}ng to hand :ver l
between Purana Qila Boaq and usewasmodifiedto ‘government  the land citing financial con-
Ring Road '.Irla.PrEgau Maldan: (G2)" office space category to  straints, but MCD has now said
meCh was"l_tfellEne ofthePragati  implement the project. This that it intends to keep the land
Maidan exhibition cum conven-  attracted criticism from several parcel and amend the project
ncT cenn‘e'].1 — sijﬁ;celgd groups and RWAs who  plan. 3
ater that year, the Public j to the change in land use, DDA did not res
Works Department of the Delhi  citing shrinking greenspaceand  repeated i BORg. 19,
gwemm{;gt also flagged objec-  deteriorating air quality in Delhi. mgm. i e
-tions to the proposed structure, There was no specific response The Public Wi partm
saying that the 38 6-km-long East- by the MCD to the charge. The  alsoflagged objelz:ilgrge tothe o
West corridor starting from  changeinlanduse wasclearedby  posed structure, sayi ﬂmm
Anand Vihar wi]l also pass DDA East-West corricior :nftalr%ngftmme
through the samessite. After the civic body was rifur- ~ Anand Vihar will also am
A second ngigﬁl associted  cated i 202, the North Delh  through thesmesie P
wi e pr said that Municipal Corporation was allo- An MCD official s i
MCD may keep fewer public deal-  cated the 28-storey Civic Centreas  the plan is being fninﬂﬁf u;}lce
ing offices in the proposed build-  its headquarters and the South  concerns raised by all agenci o
ing in order to cut congestionin  MCDalso shjﬂgd itsheadquarters  will be looked into :gepcles
theareadue@ﬂ:ebmldhu to the building, as a tenant. The  accommodate their mnc%?;: to
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Saket tree felling: NGT asks

DDA to act against guilty

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: Addressinga case of il-
legal tree felling in Saket, the Natio-
nal Green Tribunal (NGT) hasdirec-
ted the Delhi Development Authori-
ty (DDA) to identify the ownership
of land where the felling took place
and take action against the guilty. A
joint committee had informed the
' NGT that trees were illegally felled
on the land, where plastic waste
‘wasalsodumped. 1
 The bench observed that the
DDA has submitted that the ow-
. nership of the land mentioned in
the complaint could not be identifi-
d. During the hearing, the NGT

was informed that, duetoalawand
order problem, the order has not
been complied with.

“Delhi Development Authori
isdirected to identify the land antg
ensure to take action against the
persons who are violators of the
law and further to calculate the
compensation/cost of ‘the trees
and plantation at its 10 times and
submit a report within two
months,” said the NGT bench in an
ordir I:l:m;d onJuly21.

Plea filed in the tribunal
ged that 11 persons have encg:-
cheduponland hehmdagraveyard
in Saket and that they have cut ne-
€m, babool, peepal and other trees,
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Act against encroachers
forest, DDA told

at Saket

| Jasjeev Gandhiok
| jasjeev.gandhiok@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The National Green
. Tribunal (NGT) has given the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) two months to take
action against the encroach-
ments on a 6-hectare forest
patch along Press Enclave Marg
in south Delhi’s Saket, accord-
ing to an order dated July 21.

The order said that not only
have trees been felled, but the
area was also being used to
store scrap material and burn
plastic and other solid waste,
NGT asked DDA to identify the
land-owning agency for the
patch, which does not fall
under the forest department or
DDA's jurisdiction.

“DPA is directed to identify
the land and ensure action
against the violators of the law
and further, to calculate the
compensation and cost of the
trees felled and ensure its plan-
tation (by 10 times) and submit

NGT ASKED DDA
TO IDENTIFY THE
LAND-OWNING
AGENCY FOR
THE 6-HECTARE
FOREST PATCH
ALONG PRESS
ENCLAVE MARG

areport within two months, by
e-mail," said a bench headed by
NGT acting chairperson Sheo
Kumar Singh through the
order,

“A report was called from
DDA and in its reply, it has sub-
mitted that the ownership of

the land mentioned in the com-.
plaint could not be identified,” .

the order added. .
NGT had in May 2022 formed
a joint committee comprising

the Delhi Pollution Control

Committee, the Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi, and the forest
and wildlife department, asking

them to look into a plea by a
Delhi resident who alleged ille-
gal felling of trees in this patch,
along with encroachments.
The department, in a submis-
sion to NGT in April, had said
that it found encroachments in
the patch. The report submitted
said it found plastic and scrap

- material were being dumped in

the open. “Some jhuggis were
present near the Kadeem Zari
Muslim Eidgah in Hauz Rani
village. The survey found that
scrap material shops were
being operated by the people
living in these jhuggis,” the

-report said.

In another submission made
by DDA to NGT on July 20, it

said it found at least 11 people

had encroached on the land

. behind the cemetery in the

‘area.

Sonya Ghosh, an activist, said
agencies need to ensure regular
inspection within the ridge,
with several patches being used
to illegally dump waste.

—
I

|

\f



DELKHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY

e
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS----—--- Bl = O ——
Tand el

D SRR 7 e, 22@(‘1’&2023
| AT ZiEw | w0 et | orferaT, 22 TS 2023

ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ

Rewh frama sitewn % srEd-wag (S — FieA

Qa =
Wﬁﬁ J ﬁ:gl 1 B @ Ry Pt
1, mwwﬁﬁmﬁ

s, mtmmurﬂaéqw fa

4, Rz wd uffe i

5. TEY HroieE 1.

S ST mﬁ 3 a ¥ R wE e fiw
;ﬂp: ."f;dn.wigluu?ﬂdnfaumﬁluﬂpmudly.fgls amnnlu demumm

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
SATURDAY, JULY 22, 2023

ELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

PM-UDAY CELL

PUBLIC NOTICE
The ‘Delhi Development Authority has empanelied the following 5 GIS 4,
agencies under PM-UDAY (Pradhan Mantri-Unauthorized Colonies in Delhi
.| Awas Adhikar Yolana) Scheme to prepare and issue Geo-coordinates & Kay—
plan of the properties/plots in the 1,731 unauthorised colonles of Delhl. i
1. DSR SurveysPut. Ltd. o s MW .'
2. LRM Consultants
3. Rajputana Consultants (P)Lid.
4. Sidhu Survey Service
5. SKP Projects Pvt. Ltd.
The detailed infarmation about the above GIS agencies are available at the
following link le. https:/idda.gov. hulhﬂdtl‘mlla‘nlnslpmudnlgll
agencles_datalls02062023. pdf

Commissloner [PH-UDAY}

P @official_ddy (@ @0ficial_dda
Dial Toll Free No, 1800110332
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When the river rose

it came wo s halt i several pares of Db as the Yoo ver which s Howingg aranall-tme high
e encronchments s well as offickal dovelopmental works contimae o take place along the river despite w

wiery chan, o e onse seasn.
Rkl b, B8, chien ks ghe waner e
webs ool the Yammwina rees near be Bosse
i Telhi Her tamly of five, which Tives.
i shuggns (vt on the leodplans of the river,
s enrsted hes with s resgeonsshiliny
Becany o when the nsonsonn was ey
well pnder wans Rakln ook o S minate walk
Frvan ber Bscse 1 ahae viverside o check i e wi
ter Jewel Todd erossedd e donger mark. “The
et season 5 abways alameng lor us.” said
Rakhu, whe runs a vocational un in ghe area and
saches chitdren how ro stich elolps = Every
fondwistes imundares our bouses We
otk g arees on the niver bed, This
ypick up our belongings
e ke them 1o an elevated anea
The Yainina fhood plains span nearhy 10,0060
hecuares of lind They are cheaved bw the rver,
whech s tor 34 kalomerres actoss Dell, The
silt degusaned b the Yamuna, 1 bongest triba
rary o the Ganga, sustains many Bha,
ban amculiural settbemenes such as Rakhi's. I
enriches the soil and fosters crop production
On ehat diy. Rakhi saw the water level rise, but
wwas relieved 1ot chan i had not coossed the
danger mark. However, on July I, she and her
neighbours began o panic as rains lashed the ci-
v and (hev bound themselves in knee-decp waier
st few hours: Thieir s had never been
s inndamted i at least a decade, “When water i
released from t Hathnakund barrage, i usually
enters our homes and is ankle-deep. But this
ome, we found ocurselves knee decp in water,
Soon, cur houses were completely submerged
Rakhi said while feeding her family's only re-
maining bufako.

Two of the buffaloes had drowned and two,

weere vt to be traced. Rakhi and her famuly were
forced 1o move 10 8 make-hift 1enr on a fyvover
FICdr 3 metro stanon. The governmend has set up
sume tents on Pusta Road, while other tents have
been put up by the residents of Yamina Khadar.

Delby saw the highest 24-hour rainfall in 41 |

wedrs for the month of fuly on July 9 (153 mm.
But while the Yamuna's Doodwaters kept rising,

and reached a peak on July 13, the city received |

only scanered rainfall. The spate of the Yamuna
was due ro heavy rainfall in Himachal Pradesh
and other upper reaches, which are upstream of
Dethe While the government establsshed reliel
camps in various areas, not all lood-affected pe-
ople have received reliet, they said

Several States in nosth India recemved record
raintall in July. According o the India Meteon-
logteal Department ML, norh-west India expe-
rienced 39% excess rainfall than what is normal
n the first formight of July. This eccurmed due to
actve momsaon conditions and a passing “West:
arn Disturbance” or an extratropical sSLrm orig:
natng in Central Asia. The excess rainfall resuli-
ed in fooding, warer-bogging, and loss of
property, leaving some areas paralysed for days.

Magnitude of floods

On July 103, Delhi Chief Minister Arvind ejriwal
said thar taking into account various predictions
by experts, 2 substantial increase in the water le-
vels of the Yamuna was unbikely. Bur ar 5 pom,
that day. the river breached the danger mark and
contineed wonise to-an ali-nme high on July 13,

The Dethi Police asked the residents of Yamu-
i Khadar, and those in other areas zlong the riv-
&r bank, to move to safer places. But many stayed
back, fearing loss of property and cattle,

Srinivas Saik, 35, was one of them, As his
house Booded, he asked his wile and children 1o
leave on a rescue boat on July 13, “Everyone
knows that once you beave your fug, vou lose
ot,” hee saiidd. “and the Delhi Development suthar-
iy (DDA armpway Wanis us o go.”

Srinivas ook his buffaloes and moved to a
nearbw srerch on higher ground for four days.
Frem rhere, he kepa an eve on his thugel, which
was Tis1 disappearing under the Tising muddy
warer. Soon, he realised that the ground on
wiich he had sought refuge was also inundated.
He was forced o move again,

Hereft of his possessions, Srinivas =al on a |

highway, mournfully staring at the plains that
were once the source of his livelthood. “Furst the
ertatic rans partizliy destroved our crops, Now,
the Roods have completely destroved them, How
are we supposed 1o make ends meet?” he said.

His neighbou, Ralul Kumar, rued that all the
crops thal got desrroyed were on the verge of be-
ng larvested. “For the next 4-5 months, there
will be o harvest and no earnings,” he said.

Srinivas and Rahul are ameong the many whe
have leased land on the floodplains for cultiva-
tion. However, despite the losses, they will hive
to pay rent, said Srinivas. ~The owners will de-
mand the lease mstalments and will also take any
compensation that comes from the government .
W wnll not get anything.” lamenred Rahul, &
farmer whose father migrated 10 Delhi decades
g fromm Untar Pradesh,

The magnitude of the foods i Delli is
prompting khadar sertlers o rethink their radi:
nonal practice of tarming i the Aecsdplaans, *

flexds of this magninude keep happening, we will

bave to move back o our home wwns or find
work in another city,” said Rl

This. according to experts, is a high possibiicy.
Torrential rains, and consequently Boods, are ex-
pected 1o take place more ofter, they said. “The
ongoing spell of extremely beavy rains is dus 1o
1he alignment of three weather systems,” said
Mahesh Falowar. vice presdent. Meteorology
and Climate Change, Skymet Weather. “One, the
Western: Dnsturhance over the Western Hima-

Gy
o o e

unelaed many ar
amings by the National Gre

hT

‘Water fram te tamuna enters Wikas Marg in New Delhi foBawing the release of water fram the Hathnikurd barrage. =4 MoaRi-r

ee

I Mnouds ol
this
magninicle
keep
happening
we will have
fimone
hack o our
lerme fowns
or find work
inanother
ity

RAMUL
KUMAR

Farmier

| layas. Two, the cwelonic circulation over 1he

north-western plams. And three, the Axis of
Monsoon frongh running across Indo-Gangetic
plains. This a giant belt of low pressure located in
the east-west direction from northowest Rajas

| than till the Bay of Bengal. Tts movement in-

Muences the quantity of rainfall in monseon.”

“This alignment i not happening for the first
time; it is the usual pattern during the mensoon,
However, global warmingled changes in mon-
soon patterns have made a difference, There las
been a constant rise in both land and sea tem per-
arures, which has increased the capacity of the
air to hold mosture for a longer time, Thus, the
role of climate change in the increasing extreme
wegther evenes in India has been serengihening
with each passing year," he explained.

Encroachmenis on the foodplains

The journey of the Yamuea through Delhi is un-
even. The width of the river can range from 300
merres ¢ 3 km at various srerches, Experts have
been saying for decades thar the floodplains
showld be free of encroachments and large sertle-
ments, 1o aid the narural eourse of the river.

After the 1978 floods in Delhi, the biggest in
the city before 2023, a Yamuna Standing Com-
mittee had recommended in 1979 that the “mini-
mum spacing between furure embankments on
the banks of the river Yamuna be 5 km and the
embankment aligned at a minimum distance of
at least 600 m from the “active river edge” at the
time of construction of emhankments”

In 2014, anather commiree constituted by the
Naticnal Green Tribunal (NGT) observed that
“unfortunately” the decision had not been fol-
fowed and the maximum distance between the
rwo embankments of the rlver was less than 2
k. As & result, “the floodwater-carrying capaci-
1y of the river had been greatly compromised ™
Delhi saw subsyantial floods in 2000 and 2013 and
thus, the committer warned, pointed to a * -
ing flood hazard". e P

Nine vears Later, the Yamuna has flooded Del-
Fui again. This mine, the flood waters reached the
highest-ever recorded level (208,66 ), inundat-
ing houses and arterial roads, and forcing thou:
sands to move 1 reliel camps.

“The current situation of the Yamuna food:
plains is worse than 2014, when the repart high-
lighted the isswe. More illegal encroachments on
the floodplains have befl |ess space for the river 1o
Tlew and for the water 1o percolate,” said A K. Go-
silin, profissor emeritus of the i of Ci-

i1 Engineering, Indian Instiute of Technolngy
(T3 Delhi, and a member of a Principal Commit-
tee appointed by the NGT.

In 1987, a study by the Central Water and Pow-

The flcod-afected prapte of ¥amuna Khadar amat feod at s rliel <P

10 Matur VINET i East Celhi. S KUMAR P sipan

er Research Stadon, Pune, warned that a reduc:
tion in the channel width, and constricsion of
guide bunds on the floodplains, would increase
the hazasd of Nooding on both sides of the river.
In the years since, nearly 14 bridges have been
comstructed berween the city's Wazirgbad anid
Okhla barrages. These conribute tor the city's
tooding woes, sald experts.

n 2005, in a landmark judgment in 3 case filed
by Manoj Mishra, a former Indian Forest Service
officer, the NGT formed 1he Maily Se Nirmal Ya-

muna Revitalization Plan, 2017, to clean the Ya.

muna and restore the floodplains by March 31,
2017, The judgment warned of “grave envirm:
menal disasters”. The MGT constituted a Princi-
pal Committee to identfy all the existing struc
turesin the flecd plains and recommend which of
them cught to be demolished.

ee

“The current situation is worse than in 2014,
when the NGT Commitees region highlighied
issues with the Yamuna foodplains

ALK GOSAIN

Prafisson emerines. Tepartmest of Gl Engaeering, T Delby

Exght years later, official documents show thar

this is vet to be done. “ Nobody is inerested. The |

T kernovws that if these structures are idenrified,
they will have 1o take further action and even de-
molish these encreachments,” Gosain said.

Apart from ilbegal encroachments, many offi-
cial developmental works such as the Akshard-
ham Temple, the Commonwealth Games Village,
the Yamuna Bank Metro Station. and the Delhi
Sectetariat are built an the Yamuna lloodplains.

The X013 judgment had also directed the DDA,
which {s under the Central government, 1o phys-

| ically demarcate the floodplains and prohibi
| construction activides in the demarcaged region.
“But when the Principal Committee visited the
floodplains, it found that the demarcation was
nut done properly.” Gosain said.

As per the DDA's Master Plan 2021, the flood-
| plains are termed as ‘#one O'_ But in the Draft
Master Plan 2041, the Boodplains have been di-
| vided into Zone O+ and C-1I. While no constriie-
tion weould be permitted in Zone O] ur the ‘rver
zame' (5,295 ha), regulated development will be
allowed in Zone O-1{3,638.36 ha).

“Why should they allow construction in the
floodplains by terming it as Zone 0117 The 2015
Judgmenr is clear that there cannot be any con-
struction wnless it is extremely important and
that rog done alter careful scruting.” sasd Gosain.

AK. Jain, former commissioner (Flanning) of
the DDA, also said thar allowing construction in
Fone Ol would be dangerows. When asked why
encroachments still happen In floodplains, he
| said, “There is poliical pressure and authorites
are not autonomous. There is a nexus of polin.
| cians, bureaucrats, and the land mafia.”

Even the riverfront development project of the
DDA includes pavements and permanent struc-
fures on the floodplains. “When we visited one of
the river development sites, there were perma
Nent construgtlions coming up on the riverfront.
This will reduce the absorption capacity of the
s0il and reduce Uve area for the river o tow. And
| because of that, when the water level increases,
the river will reckaim its narural fow area,” said
Bhim Singh Rawat, associate coordinator, South
Asla Nerworks on Dams, Rivers and People.

“Whenever it comes (o our notice that there is

encroachment, it 18 removed.” i DDA spokesper. |

s of the ciiy: Alisha UG and Nikivit s, Babu oporon
Tribnal

son safd. But the DDA did not respond 0 specifi
questions on the other sies.

A political flashpoint

During the floceds, the release of water from Hath

nikund barrage in Haryana, which s upstream of

Delhi, became a political flashpoin berween the
| AP, which is in power in Delhi, and the BIP, which
governs Harvana The water level of the Yarnura i
Lielhi depends heavily on the amount of water that
is refeased from barrage.

Ater Uhe Yamiina enters Dithn at Falla, it flows
through Wazirabad w reach ITO, located at the
Beart of the ciry, before matmg from the Okhia bar
rage. The ITO barrage, though located in Delby, 15
cwned by the Harvana government, The Delhi go-
vernment has alleged that frve of the 32 gares of the
harrage were “stuck,” which caused the foodimg
parts of Delhi.

Haryana government Tepresentarves saud thar
the “required number of gates™ were opened 1o
their masamum lima for safe discharge of loodwa
ter. Even the highest discharge passed without any
hindrance, they sad. Bhim Singh poirted o thar
though there are six fiood momroring stations her
ween Hathnikund in Harvana and Old Ealway
Bridge in Dethi, the Yamuna waters breached the
Highest Flood Level ondy in Delhi, whech ~showed”
that the problem lay in Delhy

While the loodpam dwellers are used 10 mov
ing into tenes during the monscon, those g n
the residential parts of the city which abas the Ya-
muna were taken by surprise Sandhya Raman. a
resident of Tl Lines, said that in the past 10

Hooded. "From my hrst floor baloony | cowld see
meany ¢ars 'swimming on the main road,” she sad
Her tamily of four moved o a relatve’s place m De
fence Colany for the next lour days as electnon
was cut off a5  Precautionary measure.

Ewen before the Yamuna Hooded the cry, there
was heavy urban Hooding due to rains on Julv &
Several stretches of the city could not be navigared
Currently, if there is abour 100 mm of ranfall i 24
hours, even if the Yamuna fows ar normial fevels,
the ciry goes under water. Due 1o wrban flocding,
i July 2020, a driver, 56, died in 4 waterhogged
strerch under Minto Bridge in the heart of the ary
Samilarly, in July 2021, 3 27vear old drowned in a
waterlngged underpass n Pul Prahladpur.

On June 10, Kejriwal sard thar Delhis system
not desygmed to handle “unprecedenred” ranfall
At the core of this problem is the cinv's drainage
master plan, made in 1976, when the populanon of
the city was only abour 60 lakh. Since then, the

| population has increased about four nmes, but a
new drainage master plan i< yet ro be finalised and
imp d by the Delln i =

In 2001, the Delhi government swned o Meme
randum of Understanding with 0T Delhi fur 2
Drainage Master Plan o hnd a solunon o water
loggring. Though UT Dethi submimed the final drart
to thee Delhy government in 2018, 1 techical expect
commirtee advised the Delh geverrment nor o ac:
e . Su. the government 15 now 1VINg to e it
done by prvate plavers and has foated renders,

| but it has not made much headway:

Nishtha Gautam, a resident of Cral Lies,
moved 1o a hotel whien hier arca got tooded . Aware

| of the possibulity of the increasing fequency and
miagritude of flooding in the area, Mishirha sad it
she was pondering a g decision. “Given Delli's
ar quatity and its suscepubility w such calamines,
| am thinking of moving back ww my hometown
| near Mathyra,” she said.
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