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DDA begins dronme survey of 
parks along river floodplains 
NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop ment Authority (DDA) has started surveying via drones its 
biodiversity parks and other res 
toration projects along the flood 
plains of the Yamuna, after the 
river swelled and inundated 
parts of the city following heavy 
rainfall in the Capital and in 
northern states upstream, offi 
cials aware of the development said on Thursday. 

The Yamuna enters Delhi 
near the Palla floodplains and 
exits the city near Jaitpur, cover 
ing an approximate distance of 
52km. DDA has 10. diversity 
parks and restoration projects 
along the river's floodplain that 
are in various stages of develop 
ment- Asita East, Kalindi biodi 
versity park, Kalindi Aviral, Asita 
West, Amrut biodiversity park, 
Yamuna Vanasthali (Yamuna 
biodiversity park), an ecotour 
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0sm area from Geeta Colony to 
ITO barrage, Mayur nature park 
near DND flyway, Hindon Saro 
var, and the Wazirabad barrage 
to Old Railway Bridge ghat. 
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Officials said that certain 
areas along the floodplain are 
still inundated with as much as a 
foot of water, and the damage to 
these parks' and projects can 
only be calculated once the 
water recedes further. 

"It is very difficult to predict 
anything at this moment. We are 
keeping our fingers crossed. We 
did a lot of plantations this year. The chances of survival (of the 
saplings) are not very good, 
keeping in view the level of 
water that it had reached this 
year. However, we will do a dam 
age assessment after water 
recedes further. We did drone 
surveys of the floodplain, which 

will help us with the assess 
ment," said a senior DDA offi 
cial. 

The official, asking not to be 

named, said though the water 
level is gradually receding, it will 
leave behind marshy land that 

will take months to be dry 
enough to carry out plantation 
drives. 

Experts, meanwhile, said that 
some plants and grass species 
are meant for riparian zones and 
floodplain areas may survive 
even after remaining sur 
rounded by water. 

"There was flooding and the 
Yamuna reclaimed its old histor 
ical ranges to a large extent. 
Water is still there but the plants 
are very happy at DDA's Yamuna 
Biodiversity Park, and we expect 
hardly any loss of plantation. 
This is because scientific planta 
tion was done after extensive 
surveys, wherein we studied the 
flood pulse of the last 25 years 
and only used suitable species," 
said Faiyaz Khudsar, eco-resto 
ration expert and scientist 
in-charge of DDA's biodiversity 
parks programme. 
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DDA carries out anti-encroachment drive in Nanakpura 

New Delhi: The Delhi Developmeni Au thority (DDA) on Thursday carried out an anti-encroachment drive at District Park 
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cials said thatthe area falls underthe Ridge 
and, as per Supreme Court order, the area 
should be kept 

The demolition drive. was carried out 
at Nanakpura, which is a partof south-cen 

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com 

in Nanakpura near RK Puram. The offiätral Ridge. There were many scrap shopss dernolition drive. 

Thanks to flooding, desilting 
of drains restarts in capital 
New Delhi: After the recent floo-
ding in the city all civic agencies, 
including the irrigation and flo 
od control (1&FC) department, 
PWD and MCD, have started a 
drive to desilt all major drains to 
minimise the chances of overflo 
wing during the next rain. 

An official of the I&FC depart 
ment said obstructions were fo 
und at many places, including in 
the Yamuna and major drains, af 
ter the floodwater receded. "The 
silt that came with the floodwater 
has created obstructions. We have 
also observed the Yamuna chang. 
ing its course due to the silt depo 

siting at places. To mitigate any 
chance of overilowing, a decision 
was taken to restart the desilting 
exercise," said the official. "We 
have engaged all our manpower, 
machineries and at places even 
engaged other departments for 
completing the work," he added. 

Depending on the quality of 
silt collected, it is either being 
transported to Municipal Corpo-
ration of Delhi's sanitary land 
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fills or being dumped into the de-
pressions, the official pointed 
out. �The process will continue 
for the time being, especially in 
the drains passingthrough flood 
affected areas." TOI on Wednes-
day found desilting being under 
taken in the Ghazipur drain. 

èncroaching the park area and using it for 
Commerçial purposes. However. no resi 

dential property was demolished in the 

process," said an official, adding that the 

encroachers were sent notices prior to the 

TIMES VIEW: The delay in 
desilting was one of the reasons 
that led to the flooding of the 
capital's streets and caused 
misery to many. Anyway, better 
late than never. Senior authorities 
must monitorthe prOcess and 
ensure that the job is thorough. 

official confirmed that the desil 
ting work had restarted in the 
drains along flood-affected are-
as, including Qudsia Ghat, drain 
no. 12 and Metcalfe House drain. 
In the Taimoor Nagar drain, Del-
hi Development Authority 

(DDA) and MCD are busy desil-
ting the main nullah, said an 
MCD official. A portion of the 

to clean the silt and floating ma 
terials, and DDA came forward 
after the receding of the floodwa 
ter," said the official. 

A Public Works Department. heavy rainfall this year, the silt 

dertook desilting work till June 
The government bodies un 

30 as per their annual monsoon 
action plan."However, due to the 

flowed in from the upstream are 
as up to Sriniwaspuri, Garhi, 
East of Kailash, New Friends Co 
lony (west) and Maharani Bagh, 
and collected near the outfall. To 
clear the same, we are carrying 
the desilting drive in a sludge 
drain that carries sewer from the 
DelhiJal Board system," said the 
MCD official. A similar exercise 
is also in progress in other dra 
ins across the city officials said. 

drains under us are up to or less 
"Though the majority of the 

than 4ft, we are ensuring that alli 
floating materials are collected 
regularly All 72 sump wells are 
cleaned regularly so that drains 
andpumps don't get clogged," sa 
id an.MCD official. The corpora 
tion is also clearing the screens 
installed at the pump houses. 

free from encroachment. 

drain belongsto DDA. We started 
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