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Water level of Yamuna reaches 
danger mark once again 
STAFF REPORTER NEW DELHI 

The water level at the Old 
Railway Bridge was record 

ed at 205.6 metres on 

Wednesday moraing; breach 
ing the 'danger mark once 
again, less than 12 hours after 
it dropped below the threshold, 
amid rains in the national cap 
ital and the upper reaches of the 
river. 

The Central Water 
Commission's data showed the 
water level reached 205.48 
metres 8 am and 205.60 

metres an hour later. It is 
expected to rise to 205.72 

The India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) predicted intermittent 
rain in, the city over the next 
four to five days. 

metres. 

The flow tate at the 
Hathnikund barrage saw a 
marginal rise on Tuesday after-
noon, oscillating between 
50,000 and 60,000 cusecs. It 
dropped to around 39,000 
cusecs by7 am on Wednesday. 
One cusec is �quivalent to 
28.32 litres per second. 

Though the water has 
receded from prominent areas 
across the city, low-laying areas 
are still submerged. Due to 
Sfloods in the Yamuna, several 
areas, including Rajghat 
Shantivan, ITO, and Ring Road 
have been affected by water-
logging. To address this, vari-
pus agencies of the central 
government, Delhi govern-

ment and MCD are working 
together on a war footing. 
Waterlogging near ITO Flyover 
has almost been resolved, and 
the road has been opened for 
traffic. 

The work to remove the 
mud caused by the floods is 
also progressing rapidly. 

are cleaning the roads through pressure pipes to 
ensure no inconvenience is 
caused to the commuters. 

The Delhi government said 
that there is a problem of 
waterlogging in Rajghat and 
other nearby monuments after 
the floods. The 250-açre 
premises of Rajghat has been 
severely impacted, and imme 
diate efforts are being made to 
drain out the stagnant water on 
priority. Rajghat is a place of 
natienal importahce and 
attracts visitors from all over 
the world. Therefore, all agen 
cies are working together to 
drain out the water as _oon as 
possible. The water level in the 
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river had dropped below the 
danger mark of 205.33 metres 
by 8 pm on Tuesday, after 
flowing above the threshold for 
eight days. 

It receded to 205.22 metres 
at 5 am on Wednesday before 
it started rising again. The 
increase in the water level 
could slow down the rehabili 
tation of affected families in the 
inundated low-lying areas of 
the capital and they may have 

Experts attribute the 
unprecedented flooding in 
Delhi to encroachment on 
floodplains, extreme rainfall 
occurring within shorter dura 
tions, and silt accumulation 
that raised the riverbed. 

A study on "Urban 
Flooding and its Management" 
by the Irrigation and Flood 
Control Department identi 
fies east Delhi under the flood 
plain region and highly vul 
nerable to floods. Despite this, 
encroachment and develop 
ment have occurred at a rapid 
pace in the ecologically sensi 
tive region over the years. 

Letters exchanged between 
the Delhi Forest Department 
and the primary land-owning 
agency in the city, Delhi 
Development Authority, show 
that 2,480 hectares of land in 
the Yamuna floodplains have 
been encroached upon or 
develöped since 2009. The 
IMD data shows the national 
capital has recorded 331.3 mm 
of rainfall against a normal of 
208.8 mm in July so far. On 
average, the city receives 195.8 
mm of rainfall in entire month 

Delhi recorded above-nor 
mal raintall in last four months 
--53.2 mm against a normal of 
17.4 mm in March, 20.1 mm 
against an average of l6.3 mm 
in April, 1ll mm against a nor 
mal of 30.7 mm in May and 
101.7 mm against a normal of 
74.1 mm in June. 

to stay longer in relief camps. 
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Flood-hit families take stock of damage, worry about returning 
WIIHTHE Yamuna water reced 
ing some people areslowty going 
to their homes and some arefind 
ing their way back to assess the 
damage to their houses and pos 
sessions. 

The water has not receded 
completely yet, and many shacks 
still remain underwater. 
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Anand Shah (29), a second 
generation farner from Yamuna 

LIBRARY 

Khadar, said the water would take 
at least two to three months to 
fully recede."We're not going to 
move back to the banks for some 
time after the water recedes. We 
think the river will swell again in 
August," Shah said. 

In some high-lying areas near 
the MayurVihar relief camp peo 
ple have returmed to their houses 
to assess the damages. Beds, mat 
tresses, grains, and furniture lay 
sprawled on the street soakingup 
the afternoon sun as people laid Fumigation at a flood relief camp near Loha Pul. Tashi Tobgyal their possessionsin the middle of 
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the road to dry. "I still can't returm 
home." said Sunita (32) as she 
raked mud out of her house. The 
entire house is caked with siltand 
mud. Itll take a few days for it to 
dryoutif itdoes not rain,"she said. 

Sorme residents also fear that 
they might not be allowed to go 
back. "I was born and brought up 
here, I wentto school nearby. How 
can they ask us to leave and go 
back to ourvillages? We've set up 
ourentire lives here," said Govind 
(22), an ACrepaiman. 

Anand Shah (29) agreed, "I 

heard announcements last week 
that we're not allovwed to go back 
to our houses." 

Some, however, said this panic 
takes over residents every year. 
Bablu (28), an IT company em 
ployee said, "This happens every 
vear -the floods come and the 

people panic that they won't be 
allowed to go back, butpeople still 
return to their houses" 

The executive magistrate of 
East Distrit, Vinod Kumar, said,"It 
depends on the DDA to take 
measures. They've deared up the 

whole DND area of encroachers. 
Even the Gandhi Nagar area was 
cleared up." 

Meanwhile, Delhi Revenue 
Minister Atishi issued a notice to 
the divisional commissioner to be 
on the guard against water and 
vector-bome diseases in all flood 
affected areas. 

In the Mayur Vihar relief camp 
and areas adjoining it, the district 
magistrate's(East) office is ensur 
ing regular fumigation and disin 
fection to prevent the breakout of 
diseases. 
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Floodplain Projects Set Back By Years 
Vibha.Shama@timesgroup.com 
Close To 90% Of 90,000 Saplings And 29 Lakh Riverine Grasses Planted In 2023 Damaged 
New Delhi: At least 90% of 
the 90,000 saplings and 29 
lakh riverine grasses plan 
ted this year on the Yamuna 
floodplain have been dama 
ged in the recent flood. 

Officials said all 10 pro 
jects, taken up by Delhi Deve 
lopment Authority (DDA) in 
thousands of hectares of the 
Yamunafloodplain as part of 
its restoration plan over the 
past few years, had been af 
fected and their revamp wo 

P uld take a few years, provi 
ded this kind of flooding 
didn't happen again. 

As the majority of area is 
still inundated or covered 
with sludge, assessing the 
exact nature and extent of 
the damage would take time, 
they said, adding that at 
places, at least 2-metre-deep 
water is still standing. 

"We will prepare a fresh 
plan in a month or two and 
start the restoration work 
immediately However, pro 
curing the plants and gras 
ses in lakhs through tender 
and planting them will take 
time," said an official. The ri 
verine grasses were sourced 
from several places close to 
the Yanuna. 

The projects have been ta 
ken up to protect the flood 
plain from soil erosion, en 
croachment and other fac 
tors, and water accumula 
tion is a regular feature here 
during the monsoon. "Howe 
ver, things have gone beyond 
everyone's imagination this 
time. We have been visiting 
the sites regularly after the 
rise in the Yamuna level and 
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EFFORTS DOWN THE DRAIN? 

VASUDEV GHAT 

are sure that the plantation 
done prior to the monsoon 
won't survive as grasses and 
saplings were small and yo 
ung," said the official. The 

ASITA WEST 

PROJECT 

Asita East (Old Railway Bridge to ITO Barrage) 
Kalindi Aviral (Nizamuddin Bridge to DND Flyway) 
Kalindi Biodiversity Park (DND to Kalindi bypass) 
Yamuna Vatika (Old Railway Bridge to ITO Barrage) 
Amrut Biodiversity Park (New Railway Line to Nizamuddin Bridge) 
Ghat Area (Wazirabad to Old Railway Bridge) 
Yamuna Vanasthali (Wazirabad to Old Railway Bridge) 
Mayur Nature Park (Nizamuddin Bridge to DND Flyway) 
Eco-tourism area (Geeta Colony Bridge to ITO Barrage) 
Hindon Sarovar (Nizamuddin Bridge to DND Flyway) 

stagnation of flood water wo 
uld have also contaminated 
the soil and officials expect 
the next few showers to help 
improve the quality again. 

DDA also utilises the area 
asnurseries to meet frequent 
requirements for plants for 
the floodplain. "Mostly the 
species conducive to the Ya 

> All 10 Yamuna 
restoration 
projects affected 

> Seven projects targeted 
to be completed by the end 
of this year delayed 

ASITA EAST water recedes 

> Around 90% of 
90,000 saplings 
and 29 lakh 
riverine grasses 
planted this year damaged 
> Assessment of damage 
to work completed in the 
past will be done once 

> DDA intends to prepare 
a fresh restoration plan in a 
month or two and start 
work immediately 
> However, 
revival will take 
a few years 
provided no0 such 
flooding happens 
again, said officials 
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90% 

100% 
27% 

70-80% 
76% 
67% 

87 
Yet to begin 
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muna bank area were grown 
here. The flood may have da 
maged them too." 

The restored waterbodies 
on the floodplain will alsO re 

quire desilting. "The flood wa 
ter full of silt contaminates 
the recycled water necessary 
forsurvivalof the aquatic spe 
cies. As far as the trees are 
concerned, those planted on 
elevated islands wouud have 
survived," the official hoped. 

The percentage of dama 
ges to the civil work, officials 
expected, would be comparati 
vely low. "For example, the Ba 
radari work at Vasudev Ghat 
is intact. The walking tracks 
at other sites are also expected 
to be unharmed," said the ofi 
cial. The elevated places like 
Baansera aren't affected. 

The situation has, howe 
ver, put a question mark on 
the completion of the pro 
jects. "We were supposed to 
finish work at Vasudev Ghat 
by July-end and sixX more pro 
jects Kalindi Aviral, Asita 
West, Amrut Biodiversity 
Park, Yamuna Vatika, Kalin 
di Biodiversity Park and Ya 
muna Vansathali were to 
be completed by the end of 
the year," said an official. 
Asita East, the 90-hectare 
project between Old Railway 
Bridge and ITO Barrage, has 

The situation has also 
taught DDA to be more selec 
tive about the species. "We al 
ready have a list of 20-25 
plants conducive to the flood 
plain and we will focus on 
planting them in addition to 
riverine grasses in huge qu 
antities," the official said. 

DDA has planted 6lakh sap 
lings of native trees and 95 lakh 
riverine grasses, and the resto 
ration had already helped in 
augmenting 1,350 million litres 
of waterat the floodplain. 
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been completed. 
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