DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS  1Usoay, Aucusr 8, 2023

Why can’t DDA acquire
land to plant trees: HC

New Delhi: Life is more im-
portant than land, Delhi
high court said Monday af-
ter DDA claimed it has run
out of land to plant trees as
per court directions, re-
ports Abhinav Garg.
“Planting of trees, incre

P T ————.
'THINK ABOUT KIDS'
> HC moots the idea of DDA
acquiring land for the sole
purpose of planting trees after
DDA says it has run out of land
to implement court orders
> Increasing green cover also

asing green cover and ha- | 3 Ppublic project of importance,
vingaforestinDelhiisalsoa | Motjust building flyovers, says
public project of importan. | HC; adds, think about our

ce, not just building flvovers, children who have to live here"
roads or creating better air- m&-‘gm““‘s m‘t
bt i ok s ioner

»Delhi govt hikes circle b:ﬁeu depts
rates of farm land, P& leading to ‘tardy !

ports,” Justice Navin Chaw-
la orally remarked, remin-
ding the land-owning agen-
cy to “think about our child-
ren who have tolive here”.
The court wondered why
DDA, which routinely acqui-

ros projects for construction
purposes, can't consider ta-
king land for creating a
patch of forest so that the ci-
ty getsmore green lungs.

b Related report, P 8 i
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Agri Land Circle Rates Hiked To Up To 35Cr/Acre

First Increase Since 2008; It's Steepest In South And New Delhi As AAP Govt Ends Uniform Rate For All Farm Land In City

Abhinav.Rajput@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Delhi go-
vernment has significantly
raised circle rates of agricul-
tural land and ended the prac-
tice of a uniform rate for all
farmland in the city and near
the Yamuna.

The new circle rate for
farmland in South and New
Delhi will be Rs § crore an
acre. It will be Rs 3 crore an
acre in North and South West
districts, and Rs 2 crore an
acre in Central Delhi. Since
2008, theagriculturallandcir-
cle rate in Delhi had been Rs

e —— -

53lakhanacre Thecirclerate
is the per-acre value at which
aland-owning farmer can get
compensation when selling
his plottothe government.
Chief minister Arvind Kej-
riwal gavehis nod to the propo-
sal on Monday. The proposal
will be forwarded to the lieute-
nant governorfor approval.
Agricultural land is often
acquired in Delhi for infrast-
ructure projects such as ro-
ads, bridges, universities and
hospitals. In cases where far-
mers donotreceivegoodrates
for their land through govern-
ment projects, the situation

FARM LAND COSTLIER

I5tack

often escalates to legal dispu-
tes, leading to protracted co-

South and New Delhi |

| Bcroreperacre
North, West, North West
and South West Delhi |
3 crore per acre

Aitel 3 -2

&

Central and South East
Delhi 72,5 crore per acre
Shahdara, North East and
East Delhi | ¥2.25 crore
per acre

urt battles and project delays,
the Delhi government said in
a release. “Yet, when farmers
sold their land, they received
compensation based on the
outdated circle rate,” revenue
minister Atishisaid.
“Previously, agricultural
land across Delhi had uni-
form circle rates. However,
they have now been delinea-
ted by distriet. Moreover, they
have been categorised into
greenbelt, urbanised villages
and rural villages,” the go-
vernment release said.

Eejriwal said: “The far-
mers of Delhi have been de-
manding for a long time that
the rates of their agricultural
land be increased. A few years
ago, we increased the rate, but
duetosomereasons, they could
not be implemented at that ti-
me. Today,Iam happy to inform
all farmers of Delhi that your
demand has been fulfilled.”

Atishi said: “This is poi-
sed to bring substantial bene-
fitstofarmers.”

Delhi Panchayat Sangh
pramukh Than Singh Yadav
said: “It.. would have been
better if the rates would have

been same for all zones fixed
at Rs 5 crore. This might lead
to some sections opposing
that they are not getting the
rates like South Delhi villa-
ges, creatingadeadlock.”
Bhupinder Bazad, presi-
dent of the master plan com-
mittee of Delhi Dehat Vikas
Manch, said the newratesare
more than themarket rates in
some areas. “This can lead to
a situation where farmers
might find it difficult to sell
theirlandasthenewratesare
higher than market rates in
places such as outer Delhi. Of
late, there are not many pro-

jects happening.™

Pending policies such as
land pooling should be imple-
mented. Then every sector
would benefit, he said.

A DDA official said it was
too early to comment on the
impact of the increase in the
rates on the land pooling poli-
¢y “Basically, the policy in-
cludes development of theag-
ricultural land through a de-
veloper, after forming a con-
sortium. There is no sale and
purchase process involved.
We have to figure out the im-
pact of increase in rates on
this policy," the official said.
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is important: H B TR F aw f fe
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Abhinav.Garg@timesgroup.com RS I Uae @ feuferdi |
New Delhi: Asking DDA what =my ﬁ%ﬂ&%ﬂq}%ﬁf asfl &
was stopping it from acquir- 4
inglandfor plantingjust trees, ST i e s
Delhi High Court on Monday & 8 F FROT Senwd ot
said, “You say there won't be g hT [HAT THTAT 92T 47|
any construction permitted Y aEm
on that land, we will only have HYE F HE R : el
a green forest. Let's not think & g Hﬁ
only erecting buildings or ac- T T WA ¥ fAfEd W
quiringland for flyovers is im- q Tomw A oww, U™
portant. Using land for forests T 89 feelt w@ER
isalsoapublicproject.” S 3
HC flagged its concerns af- ( ) 3 = g s
ter the court commissioner feeett & form FS RS @ ‘
appointed by it, advocate Adit- 1976 H dOR fFm wmr oem)
ya Prasad, reported that lack HFe oy e
of interest or coordination be- 3‘5‘ SHI qg B b ‘
tween various departments, | feeeit wer
including PWD, forest, DDA, I T O warr fF 2018 &
MCD and police, is leading to aTMgeTRe, fewedt 7 R
i tardy progress in planting AR T 1 HEET weted
trees across Delhi, as mandat-
| ed by the court. Prasad high- ?Tqr o1 ST 3
lighted that some agencies o foeett 1 o = LS
had not informed him about geﬁl‘ U ™ & SRl
their nodal officers. “Due to | xﬂﬁ@
lack of protection, several Wﬁ W% ﬁi‘ﬁT‘TF
trees planted at South Exten- ’
sion market were damaged.” TS, T, fee aey
DDA pleaded helplessness, siieif ofit sfmd ok
sayingithasrunoutof land in fory frm, Rt oo &
Delhi to implement court ord- fewell o 9 sk Eﬂ@’r&
ers. It, however, highlighted w0 @ §
that as part of its transplanta- Wi iRl &
tion obligations, it regularly SR TRIRT ST B
| earriesoutplantationactiviti- 675 i
| es.Theagency also contended £ 155 % @ qémag
| that even if it identified a pat- 5 :
| chof land for trees, soon they USAHHT i Tl for et
| may have to be felled for a con- X Fri-sinfeat @t 675 sie
| lstl'lé(:tio‘n “iol:k:ﬁr whic‘k:‘ t;rjle ; T 15.5 €RG @ |
and was originally acquired.
The stand prompted HC to %lm@ i Tﬂf' aT IW H
moot the idea of DDA acquiri- 3R e A
ngland just for planting trees. & II;I LEIE 2N GRE g
Itunderlined that the exercise el foh fewel! e mitmrror
of tree plantation isbeing fun- () A 2022-23 F
ded by HC, since Green Delhi g 8,379
Fund was setupfrom fines col- =l E"ﬂfﬁ ferem 21 S|
lected by errant litigants. It 8,379 TNl % Yafd R g-
sought a status report from all g‘fq:ﬁ & aftd 212.73 Eﬁﬂg
agencies, including PWD, for- TR @ : 3
est department, MCD, DDA, e D i‘m Tlé |

NDMC and police, on steps
taken to implement its order,
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“Delhis existing drainage master plan
inadequate to deal with crisis situations’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government has
informed the Centre that
the city’s existing drainage
master plan, which was
prepared in 1976, is not
. adequate to deal with “cri-
| sis situations”, Union
| Housing and Urban Affairs
Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri informed Parliament
on Monday.
|  Heavy rain inundated
the Capital last month,
causing waterlogging in
| many parts and pushing
| the Yamuna water level to
| a new high. This led to a

Union Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri speaking in the Rajya
Sabha on Monday. AnI

blame game between the
BJP and the AAP govern-
ment in Delhi over the
cause of the flooding.

In a written reply to a
question by MP Nadimul

" T Ll i e )

feecit @

Haque in the Rajya Sabha,
Mr. Puri stated, “The Go-
vernment of the National
Capital Territory of Delhi
(GNCTD) has informed that
the drainage master plan
for Delhi was prepared in
1976 and the existing plan

_is not adequate to deal

with crisis situations.”

The Minister added that
the Delhi government had
informed the Centre that
in 2018, the Indian Insti-
tute of Technology, Delhi,
proposed a new draft
drainage master plan.
“The GNCTD has stated
that Delhi now needs a
comprehensive new drain-
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age master plan.”

He also said that accord-
ing to the AAP govern-
ment, low-lying areas have
been identified for mainte-
nance. “This requires con-
certed efforts on part of all
agencies concerned,
namely Public Works De-
partment, Irrigation and
Flood Control Depart-
ment, Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi, New Delhi
Municipal Council, Delhi
State Industrial and Infras-
tructure Development Cor-
poration, Delhi Jal Board,
Delhi Cantonment Board,
and Delhi Development

Authority.” -




