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New Delhi: From under a tin
shed, Ashish watched a JCB ex-
cavator demolishing his an-
cestral home at Bhoomiheen
Camp near Kalkaji in south
Delhion Wednesday While Del-
hi Development Authority clai-
med that only the houses of
slum dwellers allotted flats at
therehabilitation site in Kalka-
Ji Extension were being derno-
lished, Ashish wasn't among
thosewhohad been granted the
alternative accommodation.
Unecertain about the future,
Ashish, 24, and some other
camp dwellers claimed that
contrary to DDA claim on the
second day of demolitions that
only the 2,000 houses of those
‘who had vacated their slum ho-
mes to shift to the new DDA re-
habilitation flats were being

Homes gone, residents say not all of them have got flats

Rapesh Menta

brought down, only a select
“lucky"” few had actually been
allotted the flats. Despite sub-
mitting numerous identity do-
cuments, other eligible resi-
dentshad been leftoutof thelist
of beneficiaries, they claimed.
Many of the Bhoomiheen
Camp residents were hoping
the Delhi High Court stay on
demaolitions till Thursday
would help them, But they de-
spaired that despite the stay
order, DDA continued the ra-
zing down of the old houses.
Pointingat the demolished
portion of his house, Satyend-
ra Kumar, 33, a tailor, said he
had't been allotted a DDA
flat. “We got a court stay order
and this was displayed outside
ourhouses,” said Kumar: “But
DDA ignored it and started de-
molishing our houses. A ma-
jor portion of our house has

v

DDA claims that only the houses of slum dwellers allotted flats at Kal kaJJ Extension are being demuhshed

of seven isontheroad.”

milar claims, “I have legal do-
cuments for my house. It was

part of the survey But even
then, my name wasn't on the

been destroyed and my family
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allottees’ list and on Tuesday,
the JCB brought down a big
partof myhouse,” hesaid,
Lakshmi, 30, is unable fo re-
ach herhouse because thestairs
have been destroyed. “They did
not even allow us to collect our
helongings,” she said, clutching
her baby. Laxmi and her family
of five have nowheretogo.
Kamlesh said that her fa-
mily had not been allotted a
DDA flat because she did not
havearationcard. Munid,36,a
tailor at an Okhla factory, also
sald that only his mother had
beenfound eligible foraflat be.
cause she had a ration card.
“The authorities denied my
brother and me the opportuni-
ty to shift to DDA flatsbecause
we did not have ration cards,
onlyourmotherdid,” said Mu-
nid. “We, however, have Aad-
haar cards and other identity
papers. I have four children
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and anextended family”
Advoeate Siddhartha Shan.
kar Ray, representing the peti-
tioners, told TOT, “DUSTE imp-
lemented the Delhi Slum & 1]
Rehabilitation and Relocation
Policy in2015and said residents
living in shums before January
1,205, and holding proof of ho-
use ownership would be eligib-
lefor alternative housing, Seve-
ral cases on eligible residents
are pending in the courts.”
Ray alleged that theelipibi-
lity determination board had
arbitrarily denied several app-
lications. “The policy on eligi-
bility has certain arbitrary
conditions that completely iz-
nore the slum relocation poli-
oy hesaid. “Many slum dwel-
lers have been denied rehahili-
tation for lack of ration cards
when the government itself
had stopped for some time the:
issueof ration cards.”
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MCD plans to get
1,200 open gyms

in parks repaired

R W AT
IN DISARRAY: An open gym
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OFFICIAL SAYS
New Delhi: The Municipal
Corporation of Delhi(MCD)  While this would be for
has floated a tender for repa-  the third time we will
irs to at least 1,200 open allocate a tender for
gyms in municipal parks,  maintenance of open
many of which were crying gyms in south Delhi,
There are 1,775 open gyms
intheMCD area. Of th parks in east Delhl,
-Of them, 550 ajnt tasks
fall under the jurisdiction of enance
north,1,100in south Delhiand were never assigned
remaining in east Delhi. before I
An official said that whilea
tender for maintenance of the d
open gyms in north Delhiwas  available in 1,775 MCD parks
allocated fivemonthsback,the and 342 DDA parks. These
procedure was pendingincase unitsaremostly sponsored by
of south and east Delhi. MP/MLALAD funds and cost
“While this would be for Rs 7-8 lakh to make, However,
thethird timewewillallocate the maintenance and repair

a tender for maintenance of
open gyms in south Delhi, for
theopengyms in parksineast
Delhi, maintenance tasks we-
re never assigned before. The
agency installed the gym equ-
ipment and had done mainte-
nance for a year as per cont-
ract conditions. But now, we
have floated the tender for all
open gyms in south and east

Delhi,” the official said.

“We expect things to be fi-
nalised in another 15 days, af-
ter which repair and mainte-
nance will start on the gro-
und,” the official said.

After civic unification,
the MCD said it was facing
problems in maintaining the
gyms installed in parks.

Three erstwhile municipal
corporations had started open
gyms in the city in 2016 and
over the years, their numbers
increased gradually after the

civic bodies received a good re-

sponse for the facilities.
At present, the facility is

of the gyms remain a task
with damaged exercise ma-
chines not being replaced for
months, said residents.
Saurabh Gandhi, resident
of Rana Pratap Bagh innorth
Delhi, said that almost every
park in the area has an open
gym and swings for children
are installed through areare-
presentative funds even if
there is no space to walk pro-
perly. “But therearenoarran-
gements for their maintenan-
ce. Once these are broken,
they remain that way forever.
We fail to understand the pur-
pose of these gyms if the pub-
liccan’t use them,” he said.

The MCD official said that |

they were facing problems in
maintaining them and also
taking note of the compla-
ints. “The lapses are general-
ly happening for some rea-
sons,and wearedirectingma-
intenance agencies to act on
complaints on priority,” the
official said.
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] O e N " Bidhuri slams Atishi
foregn vt oo el A e o v i s A
® ¥ oo (rau _ _ 3 for tweeting factually
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New Delhi: The leader of the

* TEE A I Fo A e fo sl A Opposition in Delhi Assernbly,
; 8 qeTE 3 g ST Ramvir Singh Bidhuri, has |
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R e smmR ] Marlena to refrain from
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~less camps.
~ Nearly 1,200 out of total
1,862 people in these landless
i camps have already been shift-
\ed to new flats. The DDA is
working to clear remaining
spaces of those who have been
shifted, and Atishi fried to
.spread illusion shum dwellers
-are being evicted through her l
false tweet?” he said. SR
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