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MAsSIVE Loss FOr COMMUNITY, SAY ENVIRONMENTALISTS

Manoj Misra, relentless crusader agamst pollution in Yamuna, dies at 68

ABHINAYA HARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

MANO]J MISRA, former Indian
Forest Service (IFS) officer and
relentless crusader against pol-
lutionin the Yamunawho cham-
pioned for protection of its flood-
plains, died Sunday due to
Covid-related complications.
For many, Misra (68) was the

river was painstakingly gathered
over decades of work on ground
and with others associated with
similar issues, according to his
long-time friends and assodiates.

ManuBhatnagar, principal di-
rector of natural heritage division
at INTACH, pointed to Misra's
voice against constructions on
the floodplains, including of Ak-
shardham and structures that
came up ahead of Common-

patient go-to for questions on  wealthGames,includingabusde-
water-related issues in general  pot: “Oneof his crowning achieve-
and specifically, those on the  ments was taking the matter of
Yamuna and the section of the  the Yamuna to NGT, which br-
river that flows through Delhi.  ought positive ordersfor the river.
Misra was in Bhopal at the  Hewasalsoakey partofthelndia
time of his demise. He is sur-  Rivers Week... This year, he was
vived by his wife and daughter.  planning the 10th conference.”
What Misra knew about the Bhim Singh Rawat, environ-
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mentalistand associate coordina-
tor of the South Asia Network on
Dams, Rivers and People, said,
“When he first began to under-
stand the Yamuna, around 2005,
therewasverylittle talk about the
floodplains which were getting
encroached... He also pointed to
lookingat theriverasawhole..he
traveled its length and met peo-
ple, noticing that the riverhad be-
come seasonal from a perennial
one, and emphasised on the sig-
nificance of maintainingits flow.”

Misra was convener of the
Yamuna Jiye Abhiyan, formed in
2007 as a group of environmen-
tal organisations working for the
Yamuna. “He exposed me to
ground realities..and differentel-

ements that are to be considered
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The former IFS officer died
Sunday due to Covid-related
complications
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when it comes to the river's
health, like catchment, flow, and
tributaries. This is a massive Io_ss
forthe community...” Rawat said.
Delhi-based environmentac-
tivistBhavreen Kandharisaid, “As
aforester; he had somuch experi-
ence, and when he would see
something, hewould pointitout.”
Advocate Rahul Choudhary,
Misra’s lawyer in several cases
includingthe petition before the
NGT on the covering of drains,
said, “Over the years, he guided
us on issues of the Yamuna and
its floodplains as well as other
river-related cases. As of now,
there is no good law regarding
protection of the floodplains...
we still rely on the judgments on
his petitionsfor protection of the
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floodplains.”

Environmentalist Rajendra
Singh said, “From 2006-2008,
we worked together when we
held the Yamuna bachao satya-
graha. He knew the river, and
was a good manager during the
andolan.”

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and L-G VK Saxena is-
sued messages of condolences
following news of his demise.

“V sad to hear this terrible
news, | worked with himonsev-
eral issues long before entering
politics. He was a great person.
He worked so much for Delhi's
environment..,”  tweeted
Kejriwal.

Saxena wrote in a tweet:
“Shocked and pained atthe un-

timely demise of Shri Mano;
Misra ji. He remained a warrior
for the cause of environment
and a son of river Yamuna, con-
sistently striving for her revival.
His passing away leaves us
bereft of a valuable fellow trav-
eler on path of rejuvenating
Yamuna."

Water Minister Saurabh
Bharadwaj tweeted that Misra
“had been a guiding force for
many governments and organi-
sations for decades, including
Delhi government”.

Significant petitions

In an order on Misra’s
petition, the NGT had directed
that the Delhi Development
Authority demarcate the flood-

plains and prohibit construc-
tionsonit.

A principal committee was
also constituted onthe NGT's or-
der to monitor the project on
cleaningand rejuvenation of the
river. The committee’s approval
is required for proposed projects
on the floodplains. The NGT had
alsodirected implementation of
the ‘Maily Se Nirmal Yamuna
Revitalisation Project, 2017".

Misra had also filed a petition
before the NGT on damage
caused to the floodplains by the
Art of Living Foundation for its
World Culture Festival in 2016.
The tribunal had then imposed
environmental compensation
amount of Rs 5 crore on the
foundation.
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DDA approves A & & el
policy to merge fepg e roffe:
commercial Ia7 g

centre shops

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) has issued a ga-
zette notification and approved
the policy for amalgamation of
shops/plots in integrated com-
mercial centres. The policy will
be applicable to all commercial

plots allotted by DDA, including facl @ A
local shopping complexes and FA e = Fel| 32
DDA had notified the poli ol i 5
ad notified the policy
for amalgamation in case of in- @@@W et I
tegrated schemes of commercial T g &
centres subject to payment of re- TR o ok 9 3 W
q;lisite charges. Now in exercise M &% ded aeTe W?fﬁﬁ?
of power conferred by sub-sec- g:m’—{u; T
tion (1) of section 57 of the Delhi Wm 3 %@ 8l aﬁmm
Development Act, 1957, DDA with m Rad W i
the previous approval of the cen- oft =T el |
tral government made regula- o1 ¢ fo feor & é}m
tions,” stated the notification is- @%ﬁ'qq I Afewre
sued on May 26. . -T"a 3? m@-{
These regulations will be cal- b qg;}l & . m
led the Delhi Development Autho- o du wda & darfed
rity (amalgamation charges for B YT U 376y €9 ¥ T
Integrated Schemes of Commer- : SR a9 Afesa =R 9
cial Centres) Regulations, 2023. FAEF B w9 e
“The amalgamation charges g« i
will be applicable in case of plots T | T i ST
in commercial centres @ 10% of FRaE & fou wmen
the circle rates for commercial e T

properties as notified by the Go- ¥ Rcinal
vernment of NCT of Delhiprevai-

ling on the date of submission of

request for amalgamation under

the policy. These rates shall apply

onthetotal area of theamalgama-

ted plot,” stated the notification.

In other cases, where the plots
have been amalgamated without
prior permission in pastor witho-
ut complying with the terms of
permission so granted, and an

' application is filed for regularisa-
| tion of amalgamation with DDA,
| the applicant will need to pay ad-
| ditional charges @ 20% of the cir-
cleratestogettheapproval,saida |
DDA official. A
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Problem of contaminated water
will be resolved soon: DJB V-C

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Delhi Jal Board
Vice Chairman Somnath Bharti
on Friday visited the Sehvikas
Society in East Delhi to look into
the water supply and sewerage-
related problems.

The local residents apprised
the Vice Chairman of receiving
contaminated water for days.

Bharti instructed DJB offi-
cials to replace the old water
pipelines. The residents have
also been demanding relief
in penalties on water bills, an
increase in water supply, and
the need for additional tube-
well connections. The Vice
Chairman assured the residents
that he would look into their
demands.

The Vice Chairman fur-
ther said that meetings have
also been held with DDA and
PWD departments on the mat-
ter which will be resolved at the
earliest.

He explained that the flats
belong to the DDA and the
water pipelines are several years
old and pass through PWD
drains on both sides of the road.

Heassured the residents that the
problem of contaminated water
will be resolved for good within
a month after issuing instruc-
tions to DJB officials to replace
the old water pipelines.
Bharti explained that the
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DJB Vice Chairman Somnath Bharti visited the Sehvikas Society in East
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Delhi to look into the water supply and sewerage-related problems

DJB is working to separate sew-
ers and drains and urged the
people to save rainwater.

He said that the DJB’s water
is better than RO systems, but
due to leakage and broken pipe-
lines, clean water gets contam-
inated. The DJB is running a
campaign under the policy
of zero tolerance against the
supply of contaminated water.
Bharti said that by drinking
tap water, 30-40 per cent wast-
age of water from RO can also

be stopped and water can be
saved. The DJB has banned pri-
vate plumbers from working
on DJB’s pipelines. The rules
have been changed to protect
water from any kind of con-
tamination or tampering and
now only DJB employees can
work on the pipelines. Bharti
said that rainwater will be stored
by making pits in all residential
societies and groundwater will
be recharged by making pits
through borewells. '
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‘No monsoon wading”
desilting work on

Satvika Mahajan
NEW DELHI

With the June 15 deadline
set for civic bodies to be
“monsoon ready”, officials
of the Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) on
Thursday said desilting
work of the drains is on
‘track.

According to the MCD,
nearly 73.50% of the desilt-
ing work has been com-
pleted as of June 1 and the
civic body is hoping to
complete the rest of it by
June 15.

The civic body has a to-
tal of 834 drains, covering
approximately 464 km,
under its jurisdiction.

On Thursday, Mayor
Shelly - Oberoi had con-
vened a review meeting
with various agencies, in-
cluding the Public Works
Department, the Delhi De-
velopment Authority and
the Irrigation and Flood

Officials said the city
didn’t witness major wa-
terlogging despite the on-
slaught of untimely rain in
May this year.

Control Department, to as-
sess Monsoon,
preparedness.

track, says civic body

e e
City didn’t witness major
waterlogging despite untimely
rain, said officials. FILE PHOTO

While it caused traffic
snarls and uprooted trees
in several places across the
city, MCD officials said it

has not derailed the desilt-
ing work.
“We have engaged

enough numbers of spe-
cialised earthmovers, jet-
ting-cum-suction-ma-
chines and trucks to load
and unload the silt as per
requirement,” said an
MCD official.

The city witnessed ex-
cess rain last month, with
the average temperature
coming down to 36.8 de-
grees Celsius and Delhi re-
cording its coolest May in
36 years.
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