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Mayor directs officials to complete
desilting of MCD drains by June 15

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Officialsfrom Mu-
nicipal Corporation of Delhi,
Public Works Department,
Delhi Development Authority
and some other departments
on Thursday held a joint mee-
tingtodiscuss waystoprevent
waterlogging during the upco-
ming monsoon season.

Mayor Shelly Oberoi direc-
ted MCD officials to complete
thedesilting work of alldrains
by June 15. “Permanent and
temporary water pumps sho-
uld beinstalled at waterlogged
places. Sensitive placesshould
be monitored through CCTV
cameras. To save the people of

Delhi from waterlogging, the
officials should submit pro-
gress reports on a weekly ba-
sis,” shesaid.

The mayor added that she
would conduct inspections to
check the ground reality.

Expressing concern regar-
ding vulnerable areas like Ra-
ni Kheda, Oberoi said that a
long-term plan should be ma-
de to permanently solve the
problem of waterlogging at
sensitive places.

During the meeting, the
mayor also directed MCD offi-
cials to conduct a survey to
settle the issues related to the
jurisdiction of somedrains.

Meanwhile, Oberoi also

launched the dengue-malaria
prevention month campaign
from east Patel Nagar. “Simi-
lar awareness programmes
will be conducted in each zone
and MCD will be on high alert
to avoid mosquito breeding
and control mosquito-borne
diseases. The cooperation of -
citizens is crucial to prevent
mosquito breeding,” she said.
Municipal health officer
Dr Lallan Verma stated that
MCD was making people awa-
re of mosquito-borne diseases
through various mediums.
“Dengue is spread by the bite
of female adult Aedes mosqui-
toes. These mosquitoes thrive
instagnant water,” headded.
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Govt looks or cues to boo

Atul.Mathur@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: With footfall at its four tou-
ristdestinations—GuruTegh Bahadur
Memorial at Singhu Border; Azad Hind
Gram at Tikri Kalan and Dilli Haats at
Janakpuriand Pitampura -constantly
falling and people’s interest in visiting
them waning, Delhi Teourism and
Transportation Development Corpo-
ration (DTTDC) has asked eompanies
to suggest measures on how these tou-
rist spots can be revived.

DTTDC has also asked the compa-
niesengaged indevelopingand opera-
ting tourist facilities to share sugges-
tions on how it can use two vacant
plots at IP Extension and Janakpuri,
which were allotted by Delhi Develop-
ment Authority for the construction
of coffee homes, with the objective of
providing good services to people
while earningrevenue for itself.

“We have decided to hold consulta-
tions with reputed agencies that have eno-
ugh experience of developing and opera-
ting touristfacilities,” said an official.

“We have asked such entities to pro-
vide us suggestions through email. We
will screen the suggestions and invite
the shortlisted entities for a discus-
sion. We may later engage one of them
asaconsultanttohelp usredevelop the-
seproperties,” the official added.

While the Dilli Haat at INA, which
was opened in 1994 to promote rural
handicraft and was redeveloped and be-
autified recently, attracts a large num-
ber of people, the onesbuiltin Pitampu-
ra and Janakpuri in 2008 and 2014 re-
spectively, did not become so popular: -

Similarly, Azad Hind Gram on

NH-10, which is dedicated to Netaji

Photos Anindya Chaﬂopadhyay

Dilli Haat at INA, opened in 1994, was redeveloped and beautified recently

st 4 tourist spots

Subhash Chandra Bose, and Guru
Tegh Bahadur Memorial, developed
asasite for spiritual-tourism, also get
a lacklustre response from the resi-
dents of Delhias well as tourists.

Inthe last couple of years, DTTDC
has taken several measures to promo-
te tourism in Delhi and its recent ini-
tiative of starting heritage walks to
the city’s popular monuments as well
the “haunted” ones has been extreme-
ly successful.

A senior DTTDC official said at-
tempts had been madeto revive the fo-
ur tourist spots in the past. few
months, but the success achieved was
limited. However, various cultural
festivals are regularly organised at
Janakpuri and Pitampura Dilli Ha-
ats, which attract a good number of
people, the officialadded.

Sharbat Mela, Mango Festival,
Teejand Rakhi Mela, Dandiya, Diwali
Mela, Winter Carnival, Jashn-e-
azadi, Bagwani Festival and food
festivals are a regular feature at Ja-
nakpuri Dilli Haat. The Pitampura
Haat has multipurpose pavilions,
amphitheatres, banquet halls and
exhibition halls. ’

Guru Tegh Bahadur Memorial is
spread over 46,000 square metres and
hasanamazinglandscape while Azad
Hind Gram hasbuildings and a muse-
um dedicated to Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose.

“Allthese places need to be redeve-
loped so that they can once again be-
come popular among Delhiites and
people visiting the city Engaging
with experts can give us some new
ideas on how we can creatively revive

them,” said another official.
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