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rerre Pyalhi now has 5

- Connaughi

microbreweries,
2 more in works

Atul.Mathur@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: You don't have to
travel to Gurgaon every time
you want to enjoy the freshly
brewed beer. .

- With five outlets operatio-
nal now and two in the pipeli-
ne, the concept of microbre-
weries is slowly catching up
in the national capital. Offici-
als said they have been get-
ting queries from several es-
tablished players in the hospi-
tality industry to set up the
plants for serving freshly
crafted beer to customers.

Though the Delhi govern-
ment had announced in its
2015 excise policy that it wo-
uld allow restaurants and ho-
tels to open microbreweries
ontheirpremises, the process
could not start for four years
as breweries were then consi-
dered “liquor-making
plants”, which were banned
inthecapital.

It was only in September
2018 that the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority; at its board
meeting, cleared the proposal
to facilitate the setting up of
microbreweries by removing
it from the list of “prohibited”
industries under the Master
Plan Delhi 2021, provided that
an onsite wastewater treat-
ment facility is installed on the
premises, The applicant was

alsorequiredtotake theappro--

val of the water treatment sy-
stem from Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC).

It was, however, only after
the Ministry of Urban Hou-
sing and Affairs notified the
change in February this year
that the process to set up mi-
crobreweries in Delhi picked
upspeed. ]

Officials said after comple-
tingalengthy processof thein-
stallation of the water treat-
mentsystem as per the guideli-
nes, theapplicants managed to
take the approval of the DPCC
and the excise department
started issuing the licences,

The licence to set up the
first microbrewery was issu-
ed in September last year. Till
now, five microbreweries ha-
ve comeup inthe city—two in
t Place, one atafive
star hotel at Ashoka Road and
one each in Saket and Hauz

BREWERY OWNER SAYS

A cholce of 12-14 true
craft beers Is now
available In Delhi and
that too at

value in pricing. We
See no reason for
anybody to travel

to any other city to
enjoy freshly brewed
craft beer '

” {
Khas — while inspection of '
two more — one at Avenue |
Mall, Saket and another at !
Ambience Mall, Vasant Kunj |
— has been completed and the |
licence would be issued soon.

Exciseofficialssaidthe in-
dustry was a little apprehen-
sive initially but now, with 1i- -
cencesbeingissued toanyone |
completing the formality — |
more players look interested. .
The department gets the exci- |
se duty on the total capacity
of the brewery and does not |
haveasay indeciding therate |
of the crafted beer. |

Under the policy, restau- |
rants, hutels,andcluhswill_be |
able to set up microbreweries
witha capacity of upto 5001it-
res a day In the neighbouring
Gurgaon, where microbrewe-
ries have been in operation
for the last few years there are
atleast 50 such outlets that at-
tract beer lovers.

With beer consumption
steadily rising in the city, mi-

crobreweries in Delhiarelik. .

ely to become a big revenue
generator for the excise de-
partment,

The freshly brewed beer
has the alcohol content of at
4% to 8% and is devoid of any

.preservatives and artificial

flavouring, which makes it |

popular. “A choice of 1214

true craft beers is now avai-

lable in Delhi and that too at
everyday value in Pricing. We
See no reason for anybody to
travel to any other city to en-

Joy freshly brewed craft beer. :
Infact, we'vebeen noticingan
influx of customers from ad-

Joiningareas who are tiredof --

consuming sub-standard pro.
duce,” said Manish Tandon,
theownerof a microbrewery,
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NAMCT£] leave, I'll never be able to

—

return: Man refuses to move out

UPASIKA SINGHAL
INEW DELHI JULY 12

HARKESH KASHYAP (40] is star-
ing at homelessness for the sec-
ond time in four months. In
March, his home on the edges of
Asita Park near Rajghat was de-
molished following Delhi
Development Authority's (DDA)
orders to beautify and preserve
the Yamuna floodplains. =
He set up a makeshift abode
around the same area, but with
water in the Yamuna rising, he
has been asked by authorities to
evacuate the spot. But Kashyap

Harkesh Kashyap

back,” he said.

Talking about the March dem-
olition, he said, “They came in
without warning and started
breaking our houses. We had ap-
pealed to courts to reverse the.or-
der but before it could consider

Kashyap's famiily had been Iiv-
inginthe area for two genestions.
The land on the Yamuna flood-
plains was given to his father by
the government in lieu of his
farming land in the present-day
ITO. The floodplains land is now
part of a park used to host G-20
events. "I had five bighas (three
acres) of land before this, It used
to be where the water is now.”
said Kashyap, pointing at theriver.

Even as mostof his neighbeurs
have left, Kashyap has no plans of
moving out, despite warnings and
assurances by police. He ex-
pressed fear thatthe DDAwill pro-
‘hibit him from setting foot onthe

is. adamant. “I'm scared that if| ourrequest, our houseswerade-  floodplains again. “1 have papers
leave, I'll never be able tocome  molished.” | to prove my ownership,” he said.
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