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K;lmjhawa]a and Baprola vil-

age -in Northwest Delhi
would be developed as indus-
trial areas in the coming days.
The two industrial areas com-
bined will provide a whoppin
1220 acres of land for industri
development in the National
Capital.

In a step that would ratio-

-nalize and augment the indus-

trial infrastructure in the
National Capital and deter the
illegal* industrial units from
operating in non-industrial
areas, Lieutenant Governor,
VK Saxena has approved the
development of 920 acres of

Kanjhawala, Bapro

land in Kanjhawala as an
u; ; iy
industrial area”, making it one

. of the biggest industrial areas

in Delhi. The move will enable
the development of Kanjhawala
in North West Delhi by Delhi
State  Industrial and

“Infrastructure Development

Corporation (DSIIDC) as per
the provisions of the Delhi
Industrial Development,
Operation & Maintenance
(DIDOM) Act, 2010,

In addition to Kanjhawala,
the LG has also paved the way
for development of another
300 acres of land in Baprola vil-

“lage as an industrial area. Delhi

has 29 industrial areas and
most are struggling with poor

millenniumpost
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a land for industrial use

infrastructure,

“The LG has directed the
Industries Department,
GNCTD, to get the land use of
the available land parcel in
Baprola changed to “industri-

i s

al”, in consultation with the
Delhi Development Authority
{DDA). Out of the 300 acres of
land in Baprola, DSIIDC is in
the possession of 137.63 acres
of land out of which land use
of only 55.20 acres of land is
“industrial”. Accordingly, the
land use of the remaining 82.43
acres of land needs to be
changed and notified as “indus-
trial” by the DDA: in MPD
2021, Raj Niwas said in a
statement. )

After the LG's approval, the
DSIDC will notify Kanjhawala
as an industrial area under the
DIDOM Act, 2010, With this,
a number of units that are not
in the negative list of the MPD-

—

2021, like information tech-
nology and related units, food
processing, media, electronics
and telecommunication, tex'u]?.
electrical goods and appli-
ances, autornobile, furniture,
fixtures and machinery among
others can operate out of these
industrial areas. )
“Development of the
Kanjhawala and Baprola
Industrial Areas will facilitate
regulated industrial growth in
the capital. With this, the ille-
gal operation of hundreds of
industrial units from com-
mercial/residential areas that
often cause mishaps and unreg-
ulated pollution will be con-
tained to a great extent. u

Friday, May 5, 2023

'1.-G okays development of 920 acres

in Kanjhawala as ‘industrial area’

e —

OUR CORRESPONDENT
e

NEW DELHI: Delhi Lt Gov-
ernor VK Saxena has approved
the development of 920 acres
of land in Kanjhawala as an
“industrial area” making it one
of the biggest industrial clus-
ters in the city, officials said on
Thursday.

In addition to Kanjhawala,
the L-G hasalso paved the way
for development of another 300
acres in Baprola village as an
industrial area where an elec-
tronic city is proposed to be set
up by the Delhi government,
officials at the L-G office said.

The move will rationalise and
augment the industrial inf_ra-
structure in the nati onal cap1§al
and deter illegal industrial units

from proliferating in non-con-
forming areas, they said.

Setting up of industrial area
in Kanjhawala in North West part
of the city will be undertaken
by the Delhi State Industrial
and Infrastructure Develop-
ment Corporation (DSIIDC) in
accordance with the provisions
of the Delhi Industrial Develop-
ment, Operation & Maintenance
(DIDOM) Act, 2010.

Saxena has directed the
Industries Department to get
the land use of the available land
parcel in Baprola changed to
“industrial”, in consultation with
the Delhi Development Author-
ity (DDA),

Out of the 300 acres in Bap-
rola, the DSITDC is in the posses-
sion of 137.63 acres out of which

land use of only 55.20 acres is
“industrial” Accordingly, the land
use of the remaining 82.43 acres
needs to be changed and noti-
fied as “industrial” by the DDA
in MPD 2021, the officials said,

The two industrial areas com-
bined will provide a whopping
1,220 acres of land for industrial
development in the national
capital.

After the L-G's approval,
the DSIIDC will notify Kan-
jhawala as an industrial area
under the DIDOM Act, 2010,
paving the way for setting up
of information technology, food
processing, media, electronics
and telecommunication, textile,
electrical goods and appliances,
automobile, furniture, fixtures
and machinery among others,

THE HINDU -

DELHI

Dwarka residents blame DDA '
for ‘destroying waterbody

Residents in Dwarka have b
Development Authority for
body in Sector 23 by releas

lamed the Delhj

“destroying” a water
Ing sewage into i,

Diwan Singh, an environmentalist, said the

damage has also resulted

problem arose due to the discharge of

overﬂgwing sewage. “The DDA is
following up on the matter. Meanwhile, the
sewage has been blocked,” said a "

in the d ;
the waterbody, which was r&:\riv's,-n:'l3 abr.h i

the resident welfare associations in
and nearby villages. The urban bod

Yy efforts of
the sub-city
y said the
CDntinu()uS]y

senior official,
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Bharat Vandana Park

Lo come up

in Dwarka

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Bharat Van-
dana Park coming upin Dwarka
sub-city in Delhi will have a
glimpse of Indias rich cultural
and architectural heritage in
the form of replicas of famous
monuments and places includ-
ing ghats of Varanasi, Odishas
Sun temple, Viceregal Lodge,
Charminar. Vishwanath Tem-
ple and Leh Palace. The lotus-
shaped park. spread over 220
acres. is being developed by the
Delhi Development Author-
ity and wall be a major tourist
attraction in the city after com-
pletion, officials said,

A presentation on 36 monu-
ments and finest pieces of Indias
rich cultural heritage from dif-
ferent states and union territo-
ries was recently made before Lt
Governor VK Saxena, they said.

The L-G has directed offi-
cials to complete it before Inde-
pendence Day this year.

He has asked officials to
explore the possibility of pro-
viding a real-life experience to
visitors using virtual reality. The
replicas of the monuments and
other heritage cultural land-

marks to be installed inside the
park will be constructed using
material used in building the
real ones, they said.

The list of monuments to
be installed in the park include
Sun temple, Odisha; Bhoramdev
temple, Chattisgarh; Kamak-
hya temple, Assam; Kedarnath,
Uttarakhand; and Lepakshi
Nandi, Andhra Pradesh.

A replica of the Parliament
House at the park will showcase
Delhi’s architectural richness.

Viceregal Lodge, Himachal
Pradesh; Cellular Jail, Andman
and Nicobar Islands; Hawa
Mahal, Rajasthan; House boat,
Jammu and Kashmir; Golghar,
Bihar; Stone chariot, Hampi,

Karnataka; Charminar, Telan-
gana; Light House, Lakshad-
weep; Victoria Memorial Hall,
West Bengal; and Virasat-e
Khalsa, Punjab, will be also
showcased there. Caves of
Elora in Maharashtra; Leh Pal-
ace, Ladakh; Live Tree bridge,
Banaras Ghat; and Vishwanath
temple, UP; Live Tree bridge,
Meghalaya; engravings at Van-
ghchhia village (Mizoram);
Brahm Sarovar (Haryana) too

will be at display at the park.
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Prepare plan for restoration |
of monuments, officials told

STAFF REPORTER B NEW DELHI Jamali-Kamali mosque and the.

Rajaon ki Baoli. “The restoration
and beautification of these places has
to be done in coordination by the

ASI (Archeological Survey of India),

elhi Lieutenant Governor Vinai
ICumar Saxena on Saturday vis:

faeeh, (dTAFED) fereelt 35 RIS ()

ited the Mehrauli archaeological
ark and directed officials to prepare " the DDA (Delhi Development
a plan for the restoration of monu- Authority) and other authorities #
ments such as the Balban tomb, the Jamali- concerned in a time-bound manner,” Saxena - ‘ﬁﬁ?‘ﬂmiﬂﬁmﬁﬂm T
icamali mosque and the Rajaon ki Baoli. The said. i 7 il e o e T
lan. he said, should be made at the earliest with Some parts of the archaeological park B & 2
fixed timelines for the works to be done under  come under the jurisdiction of the DDA and & 2 a s e T
it. according to officials. . some under the ASL L ST ¥ S A g T FE &
Gaxena, who was accompanied by Union The Lieutenant Governor (LG) said depart- TREE A9 T 0 ¥ frw R &= A
Minister of State for Culture Meenakshi Lekhi mentsanda encies involved in rvation and mﬁ J g m@ﬂﬁlﬂ‘ B EC]
tary Naresh Kumar, also upkeep of the archaeological ?ja::k:huuld sort ¥ qEi fire) TR el i SR 1 S
an assistance O H A 2 = ¥ i Fedw
e # w | <181

out their differences, if any,
of experts in case a need arises. “all differences
have to be sorted out between departments, and
restoration and development works have to be
completed intime,” he emphasised.

and Delhi Chief Secre
sort out scattered carve

issued directions to
stones and relics at the park to be displayed at
2 museum, they said:

The park in Mehrauli also b

ic Qutub Minar, besides the Bal

ouses thelicon-
ban tomb, the

A
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LG plants 300 saplings of cherry blosso
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elhi’s lush n lan
Dparticulaﬁr ghos‘:ﬂ:rf:
rounding the River Yamuna,
will resplend with the swaths of

ink and white Cherry

rvedmd unlsli the hﬁm of amber,

an low Chinar leav
Bhenevey before. |

Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena on Sunday
planted 300 saplings (150
sapliongs each) of Cherry
Blossom and Chinar between
Qudasia ﬁll'm and ITO Ba
on the three islands in the

LIBRARY
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tal, Lt Governor also inspect-

Yamuna. ed the ongoing Yamuna clean-
Cherry Blossom and ing operations and expressed
Chinar, being planted for the Satisfaction over the p of
first time in the national capi-  the works and lauded religious
millenniumpost
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Prepare plan for restoration of monuments at

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHL el Lieu-
tenant Governor VE Sax-
ena on Saturday visited the
Mehrauli mhuepluf.lﬂa] park
and directed officials 1o pre
pare a plan tor the restora-
1ion of monuments such as the
Balban tomb. the Jamials-
Kamali mosque and the Ear-

ki Baoh
Imlﬂ‘['hc- plan, he sand, should
pe made at the earhest with
fixed nmelines for the works
10 be done underat, according
1o officials,

Saxena. whor was acconi-
panlcd by Umon Minister of

leaders for extending their sup-

m to Tejuvenite the river
by una

Apart  from  Cherry
Blossom and Chinar, over 1400

saplings of other floral specics
that include Kachnar, Weeping
Willaw, Semal, Bottle Brush,
Bougainvillea and Kaner, were
also planted on Yamuna
islands.

“In all, 1733 saplings were
planted on the three islands in
presence of Saxena. The Chinar
and Cherry Blossom m%‘z 5
. have been planted at the high-
est points an each of the three
islands with three meters of
space between the two saplings-

The other floral species
have been planted in grid for-
mation in the remaining areas
of the islands” reads a state-
ment issued by Ray Niwas.

Cherry Blossom, also
known as Japanese Cherry, isa

state for Culture Meenakshi
Lekhi and Delhi Chief Secre-
tary Naresh Kumar, also 1ssued
directions to sort out scattered
carved stones and relics at
the park to be displayed at
museum. they siid.

“The park m Mehrauli also
houses the wonic Quiub Minar,
bhesides the Balban tomb, the
Jamali - Kamali mosque and the
fajaon ki Baoli

“The restoration and beau
(ification of these places has to
he done in coordination by the
asl (Archeological Survey of
India), the DDA (Delhi Devel-
opment Authonity} and other
authorities concerned in a time-

bound manner, $axena said

Some parts of the archaeo
logical park come under the
jurisdiction of the DDA and
some under the ASL

The lieutenant governor
(L-G) said departments and
agencies involved in preserva-
tion and upkeep of the archae
ological park should sort out
their differences, if any. and take
assistance of experts in case a
need anses.

“All differences have to be
sorted out between depart-
ments, and restoration and
development  works  have
to be completed in time” he
emphasised

Mehruali archeological park: L-G to ofﬁciali

saxena directed officials for
removing encrodachments in
and around heritage places.

He took stock of the prog-
ress of works, started at the park
after his vasits in February, the
officials sud.

Saxena along with Lekhi
and Kumar also visited baolis
nestled in the Sanjay Van,
which isa part of the south cen-
tral ridge near the Qutub Minar.

Carved stones and relics
Iving around unattended will
e preserved at a museun, the
ofhcials sad and added that the
DDA will soon spruce up an
area for opening of an eatery
for visitors,

deciduous tree that has been
adupted at several places in
India llke Bengaluru, Mumbik,
chimla and Shillong among

others.
Similarly, Chinar is also a
deciduous tree known for the

peculiar shape and color of its
Jeaves. Chinar trees can
duce up fo 300-400 KG of

leaves per year, In India, Chinar
(rees are mostly found in
Jamuu & Kashmir. |

1t is for the first time that
an effort has been made to
introduce Chinar and Cherry
Blossom in Delhi.

The initiative is alsg
aligned with the LG's vision of
malking Delhi a City af Flowers,
for which he has been person-

ally momnitoring the Progress of
works, and coordinating with
multiple agencies. N

Offictals informed 11
Governor that the Chinar and
Cherry Blossom saplings were
first kept under controiled
atmosphere in nursenes |
month to let them acclimanze
o Delhi's weather. Thereaftes
the saplings were planted wn
Yamuna i\ﬁnds.

After this. 1-G mstructed
the offictals o deploy peran
el of Territarial Army fo pro-
rect these islands from any
encroachment, white the Forest
Department will tabe care of
the plants. Seeds of avaniety of
flowering shrubs like marigold.
cosmos and others were al

sow 1t along the river banks that
will create a flower bed along
the edges of the mver. . :
Ouer the next three davs
seeds will e sown along bath
the hanks of Yam
\

wmd in th

et ]
eae lawing plants will

numbrer of rivenine
grasses have alse been planted
to prevent the islands from ero

alsa

agencies and the workers
invobved 10 Yamana cleaning

m, chinar on islands in Yamuna

This was Saxenas 1 3th visit
to Yamuna in less than 12
momhs of his tenure after
assurming the charge of the Ra
MNiwias

saxena b lauded the reld
grous leadersd/institutions tor
extending thewr whole- hearted

on board for Yamuna cleaning,

Chiet Secretary, Principal
Secretary, Environment and
Forest Depantment. GNCTD,
Chaieman, DDA,
spal Chiel Conservator

of For
otficials
stakeholder agencies were pre-
sent on the ogcasion

GNCTD and senior
of DDA and other

|
|
support 1o Yamuna cleaning
and said very soon, industries
and its leaders will be brought
s
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Snuffed out: Sewage

diversion into pond
kills fish in Dwarka

Kuhagra.Dixit@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The fish in a pond in
| DwarkaSector23died after raw se-

wage wasallegedly diverted into it
from a sewer for maintenance
work, prompting local activists
and residents lodge several comp-
laints with different authorities.

The pond, believed to be natu-
ral, is situated in a DDA district
park and is one of the oldest in the
region, It turned partially dry a few
days ago with water only at the
middle, and dead fish emerged at
the surface after the sewage was re-
leased into it, said residents of sec-
tors 22 and 23, who helped revive it
in 2012. The pond is also a source of
water for animals in the park and
other urban forests in thearea,

Theresidentsandactivists have
written to the lieutenant governor,
Delhi Pollution Control Board and
National Mission for Clean Ganga.
“We were already raising the issue
of the partially dry pond with DDA
and other officials. However inste-
ad of recharging it, sewage was di-
verted into it on May 3 that polluted
the leftover water and killed all
fish,” said Diwan Singh, a resident
and green activist,

“After the sewage wasdum ped,
we saw several fish coming up try-
ingtocatchair. Allof them died so-

I on though the sewage diversion

was stopped after residents raised
the issue with DDA officials,” said
Singh. The pond, spread over an
acre, iscalled Naya Dodh and is sa-
id to be the main water source for
nearby Pochanpur village,
Another resident and activist,
Ravinder Kumar, held DDA offici.
alsand a private company respon-

The pond is one of the oldest in the region

sibleinalettertothe LGand other
government agencies, He also cla-
imed that a similar incident hap-
pened last year, following which a
police complaint was lodged.

“This fresh waterbody is now
contaminated... This is a massive
damage to the waterbody and its
ecosystem. The groundwater is al-
S0 prone to be contaminated this
way. Residents of sectors 22and 23
and Pochanpur village have been
looking after this waterbody sine
2012. 1t’s frustrating that DDA offi-
cials just do not bother about the
existence of this waterbody,” the
letter stated. demanding action
under IPC 277 (fouling water of
publicspringor reservoir) and un-
der Water (Prevention and Cont-
rol)of Pollution Act, 1974,

A DDA official claimed that so-
meone had diverted the sewage
from a sewer line of Delhi Jal Bo-
ard, which was damaged or under
maintenance. Accordingtoa DDA
statement, “The problem is due tg
the discharge of overflowing se-
wage by a public utility depart-
ment in charge of the sewage sy-
stem. DDA is continuously... follo.
wing up the matter. However. the
sewerage into the pond through
thedrain isblocked.”
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Industrial area label for
920 acres in Kanjhawala

Alok KN Mishra

o e T e e e
alok mishral@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Delhi lieutenant
governor VK Saxena has
approved the development of
920 acre of land as an industrial
area in northwest Delhi's
Kanjhawala, making it one of the
biggest industrial areas in the
Capital, officials aware of the

development said.

Officials from the LG office
said Saxena also paved the way
for similar development of
another 300 acre of land in Bap-
rola village, on the outskirts of
southwest Delhi's Najafgarh.

“The LG directed the indus-
tries department to get the land
use of the available land parcel
in Baprola changed to industrial,
in consultation with the Delhi

1" Development Authoﬁty (DDA)"

officials said.

Out of the 300 acre of land in
Baprola, Delhi State Industrial
and Infrastructure Development
Corporation (DSIIDC) Limited is
in the possession of 137.63 acre
out of which land use of only
55.20 acre is industrial. Accord-
ingly, the land use of the remain-
ing 82.43 acre needs to be
changed and notified as indus-

trial by DDA in Master Plan for

Delhi 2021.

o

The two industrial areas
together will provide a whop-
ping 1,220 acre for industrial
development. Officials said the
move will enable the develop-
ment of Kanjhawala, As part of
the industrial area development,
the DSIIDC will create the road
network, sewage and drainage
system, solid waste management
systems, etc., officials said.
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LG no

d to proposed industrial area

ON a 920-acre plot in Kanjhawala

Times Ny we NiTwonrn
R{‘;‘:w[_:ﬂlm N i majar step
1 Ul bonsy mdustrial deve
Opment in the capital, liewte
nant governoy VK Saxena on
Thursday APProved a proposal
0 develop an mdustrial apea
QI\ a820.acre plotin northwest
Delhi's Kanjhawalg.
Agreeing in principle 1o
the developmaeny of another
300-acre industrial areg in
west Delhi's Baprola, Saxena
directed the industries de.
partment to first get the land
use changed to industrial.
According to officials, the
two industrial areas will be de-
veloped by Delhi State Indust-
rial and Infrastructure Deve-
lopment Corporation (DSI-
IDC) as per Delhi Industrial
Development. Operation and
Maintenance (DIDOM) Act,
2010. The move, said officials,
would augment the industrial

| The move, said
officials, would
augment the
industrial
infrastructure in the

national capital and
deterillegal
industrial units from
operating out of
residential areas
infrastructure in the national
capital and deter illegal in-
dustrial units from operating
outof residential areas,

The setting up of both in-
dustrial areas have been in
discussion for a long time.
Former deputy chief mini-
ster Manish Sisodia had an-
nounced in the 2022-23 budget
aplantosetupan “electronic
city” in Baprola, but itdid not
moveahead duetothenon-av-
ailability of land with the in-

p ——————

dustries department

Raj Niwas officials saidl
the LG on Thursday divected
thedepartment to cooridinate
with Delhi Development Aut
hority and initiate the land
use change procedure in Ba
prola in Master Plan Delhi
(MPDN. Officials said that of
the 00 acre, DSITDC had 137.6
acre in its possession and on-
ly 55.2 acre was currently
mentioned as industrial,

Delhi currently has 29
planned industrial areas
with over 9,000 operational
factories giving employment
tomore than fourlakh people.
The city also has 25 non-con-
forming industrial areas
with nearly 50,000 factories.

Officials said non-pollu-
tingfactories, which are not in
the negative list of MPD-2021,
such as those in the informa-
tion technology, food proces-
sing, media, electronicsand te-
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lecommunication, textile,
electrical goods and applian
cos, automnohile, furniture, fix
tures and machinery sectors,
could operate out of these in-
dustrial areas

"Development of the Kanj-
hawalaand Baprolaindustrial
areas will Facilitate regilated
industrial growth. The illegal
operation of hundreds of in-
dustrial units from commerci
aland residential areas that of
ten cause mishaps and unre-
gulated pollution will be con-
tained toa great extent,” saida
Raj Niwas official.

DSIIDC will provide basic
infrastructure such as road
network, sewage and draina-
ge lines, solid waste manage-
ment system, horticulture
development, firefighting fa-
cilities, electrical, telecom-
munication and other main-
tenance and provision servi-
ces, officials said.
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HC tells DDA

tocease
construction
near Lotus
Temple

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court has directed Delhi
Development Authorty 10
cease construction on
land located next tO
Kalkaji temple and Lotus
Temple, nhserving that
the construction Was
“likely to affect the skyline
mthearea”. The order was
passed in a batch of pleas
concerring the redevelop-
ment of Kalkaj temple.
The DDA submitted that
they should be permitted
to use the land for social
and religious functions,
pursuant to which the HC
called for an affidavit giv-
ing the details about the
last ome “this particular
area of land was used for
any such functions or
whether it was main-
tained as a green area by
DDA™ ENS
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Revived by residents, Dwarka pond

NEW 14,
::Ibm' Hy
Ay os, 2023

NOow contaminated

lasjeev Gananiok

[
" "'“'wn-n.u..-.um..\.,..

NEW DEL

I Sewagpe ‘hivipe
N0 8 1.6 acry ke discharg

. A e pond in Dwan ka
"I‘G“'UT 23 vesulivd in the death of
M the fish i gy, residents of the
area alleged on Thursday, and
Sud that the water body was pol-
luted by & drain belonging 1o the
Delhi Development Authornity
According 1o residents of see-
l‘""-‘& 22, 23 and the nearby
Pochanpur village. the sewage
flow on Wednesday into the
Pond — revived by them almost
a decade ago — was through
DDA’s trunk drain-ll for which
the body is currently carrving
out beautification work.
Hundreds of fish were seen

&

Dead fish floating on the surface of the pond.

by toxic SeWage

=

VIPIN KLMAR/HT PHOTO

floating on the surface i at ":J; ‘%j

urface in a mat- . G
ter I:[!:: hours, the locals alleged. In order to carry DDA is follow ng

nying the allegation, DDA A = T "
said that the discharge of excess | .2 e ; e 5 out some works, up the matter.
scwage was by another “public - bl o b AR S S (DD \) instead of However, the
utility department in charge of  Thel.5acre pond in Dwarka Sector 23 was revived by residents of the area. VIPIN KUMARIHT PHOTD N i i - th ’h
sewerage system”, using septic tanks,  sewerage throug
Following the incident. locals  and had either ended up wrig-  then connected to siormwater  reducing over the past few

wrote to the lieutenant governor,
the Delhi government's environ-
ment department, the Pollution
Contrel Committee (DPCC) and
National Mission for Clean
Ganga (NMCG), seeking action
against DDA,

The residents have alleged
that a natural channcl was cre-
ated by DDA, connecting the
trunk drain-II to the pond by
excavating the soil next to the
drain which passes paraliel to
the water body. This, they
alleged. led to the sewage water
entering the water body.

The locals noticed the con-
tamination after a strong foul
smell began emanating from the

d. they said.
pop[jponegpprmchlng the lake,
we saw several dead fish floating
on the surface. Others appeared
to be struggling to get oxygen

gling their way to the catchment
area of the pond, or were con-
stantly coming up to the surface,
All the fish ultimately dicd,” said
Diwan Singh, a Dwarka resident
and member of an LG-appointed
Dwarka Water Bodies' Commit-
tee.
“We have demanded action
against DDA, We were informed
that some beautification work
was ongoing for the trunk
drain-1I, which ultimatcly con-
nects with the Najafgarh drain,
In order to carry out some
works, they had to temporarily
remove all scwage, but instead of
using septic tanks, officials sim-
ply opted to use the water body
asan outlet,” Singh alleged

The water body was revived
by locals in 2013 by gradually
creating a catchment area witha
deep basin in the middle. It was

drains to utilise rainwater,
which gradually began to accu-
mulate over time, Singh said,
adding that the fish in the water
body is likely to be have been
introduced by a resident in the
area, with numbers naturally
increasing over time,

Ravinder Kumar, 34, a resi-
dent of Pochanpur village which
is located a few hundred metres
from the water body, said the
water's colour had changed over
the last 48 hours, with the water
becoming visibly murkier.

Though DDA stopped the flow
of sewage into the water body

hours after locals raised alarm,

the damage was done,

“The water body sustains an
entire ecosystem as the fish
would attract birds,” Kumar
said, adding that the water in the
pond had also been gradually

months, with DDA allegedly
removing a natural catchment of
the pond three months ago while
carrying outdrain beautification
work,

When contacted, a DDA
spokesperson denicd the allega-
tions,

“DDA is continuously taking
and following up the matter for
proper redressal of the problem.
However, the sewerage into
ponds through our drain was
checked and no discharge was
found,” the spokesperson said.

The Dethi Jal Board also has
pipes in the area.

DIB when contacted, did not
respond to HT's queries for com-
ment,

In a similar incident in July
last year, hundreds of fish were
found dead in the Najafgarh
drain, resulting in the National

simply opted to use
the water body as
an outlet.

DIWAN SINGH, member of

Water Bodies' Committee

Green Tribunal (NGT) ordering
an inquiry into the incident.

An NGT-appointed commit-
tee in October identified a num-
ber of factors resulting in their
death, including discharge of
untreated waste from Haryana's
sewage treatment plants, heavy
rain a day before the incigent,
and high organic and chemical
p-olhlduuon in the drain,

anu Bhatnagar, pringi
d!rucmr of the nzlgtmmphergga;
division at INTACH, who wasg
part of the EXpert committee,

our drain was
checked and no

discharge found.
SPOKESPERSON,
DDA

said in the latest case, there are

likely 10 be two causes leading to

the death of fish, with the sew-

age not only likely reducing the
level of dissolved oxygen but also
leading to production of h igh
amount of nitrites and ammo-
nia.

. “Generally, when fish dje dur-
ing the day, high ammonia and
nitrites is the reason. This is due
{0 sewage accumulating in g

P
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360 monuments, lakes, food counters: City

1o get another tourist destination by Dec

B Atul Mathur & w
T T T
bha Sharma T WHAT TO LOOK FORWARD TO
New Delhi: Come December | Andaman & CICTENE Each cluster to have Total area ’i e
?ntd people in Delhi will be a]‘} Nicabar Iefands Cellular Jail Lakshadweep Light House » Monuments 200 acres —
etosees : . Kandariya Mahad
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ming Bharat Vandana Park in | g parllamentH Odisha Kanark Sn Temple It is divided into
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Cotporation RNBCCL the | saun Leh Palace West Bengal VictoriaMemoriar | 2OM€ fOr picnics ' | 1
cpntr;act?rs.tga\e il presenta- > Cultural zone L .
tion to lieutenant governor . : S :

% . s > 1 - A £ =
Vinai Kumar Saxena earlier Pushpkriti Vatika o
this week. They informed the » Eco-zone and forest

LG of the monuments chosen
from each state and union ter-
ritory for the park, which has
been conceptualised to outli-

> Meditation zone

» Fun park with
animatronics

Features
» Sky bridge and pylons

i

1 i Operi gym

ne the heritage of India. > Operi g ns

While most of these repli- » Kids play area > Dbservato‘ry for aerial view

cas are likely to be ready by > Adventure zone with > Sarovar with paddle boat ride

Decegbe?h\\'heqt Dg?‘?l tlz te;é ziprléne ?cnd'ltree- S > Wall of India -
ected to throw it 0 ¢ surfing trails iy > Del

Eublic. officials said 3;1_ mhir_u- ¥/ N o icw <4 ck restaulr-a: b 4

afuee moriments, HEEL K PUNJAB | VIRASATEKHALSA RCRTIELTS |::'I Deadli

volve intricate design work, D e &) December 2023

may take an additional 2-3
monthstobe complete. )
“The 36 monuments will
be divided into seven clusters
and will represept popular
destinations, religious places,
and historical sites 21“ each
state/union territory, stated

nath Temple. The second clus-
ter will have replicas of mo-
numents from. north India
such as Delhi's Parliament

House,

Punjab’s Virasat-e-

Khalsa, Haryana's Brahma
Sarovar & Sarveshwar Maha-

ve sites from Gujarat, Rajast-
han, Dadra & Daman, Laks-
hadweep. The cluster D will
have sites from Bihar, Jhark-
hand, West Bengal, Chhattis-
garhand Sikkim.”

Spread over 200 acres in

tant component of the project.

*Each of these monu-
ments will be accompanied by
souvenir/art and craft shops,
local cuisines, kiosks, perfor-
mance plazas to hold events
highlighting the culture of the

monuments through virtual
technology at these replicas.
“The LG has also directed
DDA and NBCC to keep the
park open and allow the gene-
ral public, especially st.
dents, tocome and see how the

: ites. dev Temple, Madhya Pradesh  Dwarka sub-city, Bharat Van- place. These will be surroun- i ;
e ;:eport Ontﬁcrllg_l.;ierd(i;e“ﬂll Kandariya Mahadev and dana Park is being developed ~dedby water tracks withaboa- ;i?éfﬁi?fzﬁig‘fmg FESEatEd
“The ﬁl‘!:nems from four Khajuraho Temple, Chandi- asamajor tourist destination. ting facility,” said ofticials. AmOngothérh' .
have monuments frof O UF o Open Hand Monu. Itisgoingtobeaoneofitskind  OfficiaissaidtheLGhasal.  the place includ S idlisof
cold regions ! houseboat, La- ment, Uttar Pradesh’s Vish- park with an eco-forest zone, sodirected DDA toexplorethe  high skywalk t, (:)ean 18-metre
and }sashﬁ]: ‘P'; Slace Himachal ~wanath Temple and Banaras several lakes, cultural and ad-  possibility of providing visi- with 44'metre-g_' Connected
dakh’s Le V"_‘ regal Lodge Ghat,"” stated thereport. venture sports facilities. The tors the opportunity to see lonstogetan igh nine py.
pradesh’s Vicereg «T'he third cluster will ha- ‘mini-India’ park is an impor- whatisactually insidethereal complex sai(‘;;i zl‘lal viewof the

and Uttarakhand’s Kedar-

DDA officia],
VJ
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LG seeks time-bound plan
to revamp Mehrauli park

Orders Encroachm

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: LG VK Saxenaon
Saturday visited several histo-
rical and archaeological sites
at the Mehrauli Archaeologi-
cal Park and directed the aut-
horities concerned to work out
a time-bound plan for restora-
tion, preservation and reinaval
of encroachments from, in and
around the heritage places.

The LG, who was accom-
panied by Union minister of
state for external affairs and
culture Meenakshi Lekhi, al-
5o directed the officials to se-
parate and preserve the car-
ved stones and relics found at
the site and keep them for a
proper display in an upco-
ming museum at the location.

Spread in 65 hectares of
land, the Mehrauli Archaeo-
logical Park has nearly 80 mo-
numents and historical struc-
tures including Balban’s
Tomb, Jamali Kamali Mos-
que and other historical
structures, apart from the ico-
nic Qutub Minar.

ent Removal From Archaeological Site

fe i
73

The LG was accompanied by Union minister Meenakshi Lekhi

TheLGalsovisited the‘ba-
olis’ (stepwell) nestled in San-
Jay Van, athick reserveforest,
which is a part of the south-
central ridge.

“The restoration and be-
autification of these places
hastobe done in coordination
between the Archaeological
Survey of India, Delhi Deve-
lopment Authority and other
agencies concerned ina time-
bound manner,” Saxena said.

The LG also asked the de-
partmentstosortout theirdif-
ferences and advised them to
take assistance from the ex-
pertsin the respective fields.

While some areas at the
Mehrauli Archaeological
Park fall under the domain of
ASI, someareunderthe DDA.

ATOI visitlast yearfounda
historical structure between
Rajaon KiBaoliand a Lodhi pe-
riod tomb encroached, and so-

me illegal structures on the ed-
ge of the park. The southwes-
tern wall was broken, which
led toillegal entry of bikersand
animals, several small landfills
and many monuments turned
into drinking hubs.

The officials briefed the
LGand the minister about the
measures that needed to be ta-
ken for the restoration of the
Balban's tomb, Jamali-Kama-
li Mosque, Rajaon Ki Baoli
and other historical structu-
resand water bodies.

At Sanjay Van, officials in-
formed the LG and the mini-
ster about the Jain idols that
were recovered during exca-
vation. Saxena stressed that
the restoration work of water
bodies had to be expedited.

At a site in the complex
where other activities were
permitted without restric-
tions, Saxena directed the
DDA to undertake extensive
landscaping and facilitate the
development of an eatery for
thousands of visitorsand tou-
rists, who throng these sites.

&
&
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LG takes sto

LG Saxena atthe

— TG

ik

5 § it

Mglmu_lli Archaeological Park on Saturday. w1

NEW DELHI: Delhilieutenant gov-
ernar (LG) VK Saxena on Satur-
day directed the authorities con-
cerned towork out a ime-bound
plan to restore and preserve heri-
tage sites at the Mehrauli Archae-
ological Park, and remove
encroachments around it, officials
aware of the matter said. The LG
also asked officials to preserve any
carved stones or relics found at
the site during the restoration
works, which will be displayed
inside an upcoming museum at
the location, the officials said,
Reviewing the or 1g0ing works
at the site, Saxena directed the
DDA to undertake landscaping

ck of work at Mehrauli park

works in the area, including con-
structing eateries.

The directions came during his
visit to the archaeological parkin
south Delhi, which houseg Bal-
ban's Tomb, the Kamali Jamali
Mosque and other historica]
structures,
~ ThelG, along with Uniap min-
1ster Meenakshi Lekhi, govern-
ment officials and experts, alsg
visited baolis in Sanjay Van. While
some sites are looked after by AS[,
the others fall under pp,_ Saxeng
smd the restoration and beaytif;-
cation of the sites need to be done
In coordination betweer, ASlang
DDA, the officials said, HIC |
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BATTERY-OPERATED vehicles, re-
itage trails — these are part ofa
proposed layout plan for the
Mehrauli Archaeological Park pro-
by the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA). The Central
Empowered Committee of the
Supreme Court has recom-
mended that the court may con-
sider approving the plan, which
involves dividing the 75.49-
hectare parkinto four zones.
The archaeological park is
part of the Sou th-central ridge,
and part of notified reserved for-
est. Of the total area, around
40,69 acres is woodland, in ad-
dition to 55 monuments and the
park that already liesin the area.
While recommending ap-
proval, the CEC has said that con-

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY, MAY 8,2023
SC PANEL RECOMMENDS APPROVING PLAN

Heritage trails, replanting orchards
on the cards for Mehrauli Park facelift

nectivity to the monuments in
the parkis necessary by improv-
ing and developing tracks and
only "basic tourism infrastruc-
ture and facilities” are included
inthe proposal. The committee’s
report also said the woodland
will be protected.

The CEC noted: "The two
parts of the park, presently bifur-
cated by road, are proposed tobe
linked through a semi-under-
ground pass 12 metresin width
and 3 metres in height..."

Inzoneone, spanningaround
7753 acres, "revived historical or-
chards,” heritage trails,an open-
air theatre, a children’s play area.
battery-operated vehicle routes,
shelters or pavilions, kiosks,
pedestrian,and vehicularentries
and car parking are proposed.

The smaller zone two, cover-
ing 33.5 acres, will include out-
door temporary exhibitionareas,

yoga and meditation areas with

"space for events" and areas for
workshops, food festivals and
temporary bazaars, kiosks and
interpretation centres.

Zone three, covering around
37.72 acres, will comprise the
forest areas that are part of the
archaeological park. It will be
"developed as a nature park”
with an "adventure play area,”
nature trails, kiosks, and a bird
park, according toa recent report
submitted by the CEC to the
Supreme Court.

Zone four, another 37.78
acres, is likely to include a rock
garden, camping area, orchards,
and abutterfly park. These zones
will also include public utilities
and signages.

The DDA has also proposed
to integrate the Qutub Minar
complex with the park.

On what these historical or-
chards are likely to be, the pro-
posal says that native plants as-

sociated with the Ridge will be
re-introduced.

Around 1.48 hectares of for-
est land is likely to be diverted for
tracks, toilets, kiosks, a restau-
rant, nature interpretation cen-
tre, and security cabins.
However, the DDA proposal says
no trees will be felled.

The Ridge Management
Board in Delhi had recom-
mended the proposal for the
CEC's approval.

When the DDA carried out
demolitions of homes near the
archaeological park earlier this
year, ithad said then that the land
is being reclaimed for its "rightful
use by all citizens as a park” and
that "the Hon'ble High Court of
Delhi has, on many occasions, di-
rected the government authori-
ties to secure, protect and pre-
serve the area falling under

Mehrauli Archaeological Park by
removing illegal encroachment”.
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New Delhi: The Delhi Develop.
ment Authority (DDA) has rejuve
nated two waterbodies connected
to Baansera, the city's first bam
boo-themed Park. and plans to in
stall a dancing fountain with the
help of Delhi Metro Rail Corpora-
Hon (DMRC) inone of them,

The bamboo park is on the Ya-
muna riverfront and treated water
TOm one of the lakes will be used
for irrigation in Baansera,

A senior DMRC official said
that a tender has been floated for
the musical fountain,

A DDA official sajd: “The DMRC
came to us with a proposal to install
A musical fountain of 10m width, 90
mlengthand 8 m (25 ft) height in the
Waterbody inmiddleof the parkand
We have agreed to the project, We ha-
Ve already installed stx small foun-

tains for aeration and for improving
biochemical oxygen demand (BOD)
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2 lakes brought to life at

3

S

This waterbody is about three metres deep, spreading over 5 acres and can hold 35 lakh litres at a time,

level. The installation of the musi-
cal fountain will surely improve the
aesthetics of theplace.”

This waterbody is about three
metres deep, spread over 5 acres
and holds 35 lakh litres of water so-

urced from nearby STP installed at

e CDATEDR

aansera, musical fo

Photos: Piysl Bhattacharies

sourced through nearty STP installed at Smriti Van

Smriti Van,

“Thetreated water is uged for ir-
rigation within the park and the
waterbody is filled with fresh trea-
ted water after an interval of time.

However, with the project for in-
stalling the dancing fountain get-
ting finalised, we have started re-
ducing the water supply so that the
level can go down for sometime and
the fountain can be installed,” the

DDA official added.

Theother revived water body is3
metres deep, spread over 3 acres and
near the entrance of the park from
theSaraiKale Khan trafficsignal.

“Baansera Park is basically

untain in offing

part of Kalindi Aviral project for
the rejuvenation of the Yamuna
banks and spread over 100 hecta.
res,” the official said

The DDA s planting 22,150 sap-
lings on the second portion (about
27 hectares) and developing a 100-
150-metre buffer zone after plan
ting2 5lakh riverine grasses.

About the survival of the bam-
boo saplings, officials said the re-
sults have besn ETCouraging

“We have developed lawns with
manicured grass and beautified
them with plantations of seasonal
flowers from time to time. These
plants are developed through se-
edssownat our nurseries. Another
attraction is the deck point, which
is 10 metres high from the road
level and developed after levelling
uneven terrain earlier From
this deck one can see Humayun's
tomb on one site, Barapullah 4 on
other and Yamuna River in betwe-
en.” said the official.
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