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New Delhi: Chhatarpur and
GTR Nagar metro stations
areat distant points in the el
ty. but they have a common
problem of autorickshaws
parking outside their entran
ces and  causing o traffic
constriction. The same pro
blems beset Karol Bagh and
Nehru Place metrostations.

Theautos, e rickshaws and
cabsthat park onthe roads out-
side metro stations is now a
cause of concern for Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation, espe-
cially since the company has
implemented multi-modal in-
tegration at 59 stations, with
Nehru Place and Karol Bagh
stations also being developed
assuch by June.

At Chhatarpur metro sta-
tion, TOI found two rows of
autos parked at one gate. On
the opposite side, where the
metro station is connected
with a pedestrian bridge,
half theroad wasoccupied by
autos, restricting the flow of
traffic. Even the bus stand
had illegally parked vehicles.

The situation at Nehru Pla-
ce metro station was no diffe-
rent. Apart from theautos, road-
side vendors had taken up road
scape causing the traffic to mo-
ve slowly Ankit Chauhan, who
works in the adjoining market,
said, “The situation gets worse
in the evening when traffic mo-
ves slower thana snail.”

Things weren't different
at Karol Bagh and GTB Na-
gar. At the former, traffic
jams are a bane even at non-
peak hours. And almost half
of the road outside GTB Na-
gar metro station is filled
with e-rickshaws. A frustra-
ted local resident, Bakul Cho-
pra, rued that the authorities
hadn't yet resolved the mena-
ceof illegal parking.

S Velmurugan, chief scien-
tist and head (traffic enginee-
ring and safety), Central Road
Research Institute, said. “Tho-
ughtoa large extent DMRC pro-
vides space at certain locations
for parking for last-mile modes
of transport, the problem is that
some elevated stations such as
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Smooth ride inside Metro, not so much outside:
How last-mile saviours clog traffic near stations
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Karol Bagh has noland orservi-
ce lane for such planning.
DMRC has noauthority outside
the metro stations and road ow-
ningagencies are not providing
any dedicated spaces for autos
and e-rickshaws to park.”

Such road constrictions in-
convenienced motorists, met-
ro commuters and pedestri-
ans, “An integrated approach
is required to solve this pro-
hlem. There should be a speci-
fic traffic management plan
that is assiduously enforced.
Last mile connectivity also
has to improve,” said Velmu-

rugan. “The road-owning
agencies should demarcate
space for parking, allowingon-
ly afew autos ore-rickshawsto
stand near the gate with ‘wai-
ting' signs. If some measures
are taken at some of the poten-
tiallocations, it can contribute
to significant reduction in
ccongestion.”

A DMRC official said,
“Metro station officials liai-
son with Delhi Police, traffic
police and concerned civic
authoritiessuch as DDA, Del-
hi Jal Board, MCD, NDMC,
Ghaziabad Development Aut-

hority, Noida, etc., to carry
out intensive cleaning, remo-
val of encroachments, shif-
ting of beggars/vendors in
and around metro premises.”

Multi-modal  integration
considers the immediate zone
of 300 metres around metro
stations to integrate them with
stands for buses, autos and e-
rickshaws, wherever possible.
“MMI is an important tool to
ensure optimum utilisation of
public transport facilities. In
DMRC, we are making all ef-
forts to not only to provide
MMI facilities at our stations,

but also to improve the aesthe-
tic qualities of the stations
while creating these faciliti-
es,” said a train company offi-
cial. "DMRC is working with
all regulatory as well as imple-
menting agencies so that our
stations can be transformed
into multi-modal hubs that al-
low passengers to shift from
onemode of travel toanother.”

According to DMRC, at
present MMI work has been
implemented at 59 stations,
while work is in progress at 10
stations. NehruPlaceand Ka-
rol Bagh stations are also un-

der development and the
work is likely to be completed
by June. MMI work at GTB
Nagar station has also been
proposed and will betaken up
after approval by road engi-
neering authority Unified
Traffic and Transportation
[nfrastructure(Planningand
Engineering) Centre.

Talking of the illegal par-
king, a traffic cop said, “We
challan vehicles that are im-
properly parked and someti-
mes tow them away. However,
encroachment is the subject
of thecivic bodies.”
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Govt to NG'T: Waste,
encroachments at
Saket forest area

Jasjeev Gandhiok

|13sjeev gandhiok @hindustantimes com

NEW DELHL: In a submission to
the National Green Tribunal
(NGT). the Delhi government's
forest and wildlife department
said it has found encroach-
ments as well as waste and
scrap material on a 6-hectare
forest area near Press Enclave
in Saket.

The findings were part of
two inspections carried out by
the department in June and
November last year, following a
petition in the NGT. The peti-
tion alleged there were
encroachments in the forest
area with the possibility of
trees being felled.

The report said while some
trees were found fallen on the
ground, this likely occurred
due to natural causes.

“On the land, some jhuggis
were present near the Kadeem

| Zari Muslim Eidgah in Hauz
| Rani village. During the survey
| of these jhuggis, scrap material
| shops were found operating by
the people living in these jhug-
gis. Plastic, polythene bags, and
other dump materials were
also found dumped in this
land,” said the report, stating
the first inspection was carried
out by a team comprising the
| Delhi Pollution Control Com-
| mittee (DPCC), the forest
| department, and the Delhi
| Police on June 22,2022,
“ The report added that they
did not find burnt plastic, poly-
| thene bags, or electric wires.
| “However, no paper or docu-
ments were provided by the
people living in these jhuggis
when asked. Therefore, it

seems that they have
encroached on the land,” the
| report added.

| The submission made by the
deputy conservator of south
(DCF) said the area has been
identified as a deemed forest. A
deemed forest is not a notified
forest yet but is “deemed” to be
one, based on the over 250
trees per hectare in the area.

The report also said they
conducted a second inspection
of the area along with the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
on September 30, 2022, where
they made similar observa-
tions. )

“While inspecting, it was
observed that there is a grave-
yard near the hospital, sur-
rounded by various trees.
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Vehicles parked illegally and some hutments in the wooded area

insouth Delhi’s Saket.

ACCORDINGTO A
SENIOR FOREST
OFFICIAL, THE

AREA HAS BEEN
IDENTIFIED AS A
DEEMED FOREST

Materials were found dumped
on this land and some
encroachment was also found,”
said the report. The report also
mentioned that the DDA was
supposed to number the trees
in the area, which has not been
done yet,

The DCF (south) also said
that after the joint inspection in
September, they have not
received any communication
from DDA regarding the num-
bering of trees, adding that
they wrote several letters to the
land-owning agency on Novem-
ber 7. 22, December 2, and
December 6.
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DDA did not respond to HT's
queries when contacted.

NGT had. in May 2022,
formed a joint committee com-
prising DPCC, municipal corpo-
ration of Delhi, and the forest
department to look into a plea
by a Delhi resident who alleged
illegal felling of trees in this
forest patch, along with possi-
ble encroachments.

Sonya Ghosh, an activist,
said that agencies only take
action when a plea is filed in
the NGT, and the forest depart- '
ment and DDA are often una-
ware of encroachments within
their jurisdiction.

“We have seen boundary
walls broken in large parts of
the southern ridge and it 15
easy for encroachers t0 access
these arcas to dump waste and

even start living there. chh“
inspections should be a routine
exercise and not done only
when a petition is filed,” she
said. 1
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