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Cycle track from Moti Bagh
to Raisina Hill likely by 2024

Paras Singh
patas@hmdustaﬁ{umes om

NEW DELHI: The New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC) will
soon start developing a bicycle
track connecting New Moti
Bagh near Ring Road with
North and South Block on Rai-
sina Hill as part of a ¥6.5 crore
project to promote cycling in
the New Delhi area. officials
aware of the matter said.

The civic body received the
approval from the Unified Traf-
fic and Transportation Infra-
structure (planning and engi-
neering) Centre (UTTIPEC), the
infrastructure planning arm of
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA), in January; it plans to
complete the project in 12
months.

According to the approval
granted by the agency, a copy
of which was seen by HT, the
longest contiguous bicycle
track in the city will start from
North-South Block and pass
key government offices and
government housing colonies.

NDMC vice-chairman Satish
Upadhyay said that the track
will also incorporate the 2.7km-
long bicycle track being devel-
oped along the periphery of
Nehru Park in Chanakyapuri.
On January 16, lieutenant gov-

ernor (LG) VK Saxena laid the
foundation stone of the project

. to develop a modern cycling
track along the 75-acre park
Jocated in the diplomatic
enclave.

Upadhyay said there is a
need to encourage the use of
bicycles as an environment-
friendly mode of transporta-

tion.

The 10km-long cycle track
will cross 12 major round-
abouts in the New Delhi area
with a series of dedicated cycle
tracks, shared lanes (with foot-
paths). cycle crossings, and
parking bays.

On a new track

From New
Moti Bagh to
: Raisina Hills

The final route approved by
UTTIPEC starts from New Moti
Bagh Block-C, goes to Satya
Marg. covers the 2.7km periph-
ery of Nehru Park, and then
further towards Panchsheel
Marg and Kautilya Marg.

In the diplomatic enclave,
the track will be laid along
Teen Murti Marg, Kushak
Road, Rajaji Marg and Kamraj
Marg along the Sunehri Bagh.

In the final phase. the track
will cover Maulana Azad Road,
Rafi Marg, Sansad Marg near
the Parliament, and Pandit
Pant Marg.

An official associated with
the project said that the School
of Planning and Architecture
has been asked to plan the
project.

The official said that UTTI-
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NDMC may study
similar projects,
such as a dedicated
cycle track between
Shivaji Stadium
and India Gate, and
incorporate the
learnings into the
current proposal.
UTTIPEC

PEC asked the civic body to
integrate Red Cross Road, Teen
Murti Marg, Rajaji Marg and
Kushak Road (frequented by
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Safety features
Traffic calming features,
reflective markings, bicycle
lane marks, bollards and
vertical delineators made of
reflecting surfaces on both

* ends of the lanes

Common Central Secretariat
employees and armed forces
personnel) into the project and
work in coordination with the
Central Vista project near the
residence of President of India,
vice-president of India, and
Vijay Chowk to ensure proper
integration of the two projects.

“NDMC may study similar
projects implemented earlier,
such as a dedicated cycle track
between Shivaji Stadium and
C-Hexagon (India Gate), and
incorporate the learnings into
the current proposal,” the plan-
ning agency added, approving
the project.

In October 2020, the council
launched a  project
“Cycle4Change” under which a
5km stretch starting from Bika-
ner House at India Gate to Jor

Bagh Metro Station via Lodhi
(Garden was z:augurated. an
NDMC official added.

To be sure, while several
dedicated bicycle lanes and
cycling corridors have been
operationalised in Delhi in the
last decade. the utilisation of
these facilities continues t0
remain low.

Regular cyclists say that they
no longer use these tracks since
they face problems of
encroachment, parking and
lack of maintenance.

While several government
agencies are working on plans
to create bicycle lanes . the lack
of road safety features for
pedestrians and cyclists is 2
major concerns for the com-
muters.

At least 300 cyclists have
died between 2016 and 2022 in
fatal accidents, according to
data from a study at the Trans-
portation Research and Injury
Prevention (TRIP) Centre at
Indian Institute of Technology
(TIT) Delhiin November 2022.

Forty-three-yvear-old Sanjay
Chowdhary, part of Dwarka-
based cyclists group Himalayan
Eagles, said that nobody uses

the existing corridors because |

they are encroached upon,
vehicles are illegally parked
there, there are boulders at reg-
ular intervals, forcing riders to
dismount, and are poorly main-
tained.

“Eventually. these cycling
lanes just serve the purpose of
beautification. There is ng
practical utility and even lane
markings are faded eventually
The people who regularly cyclé
need large 20-30km~]ong
routes or loops which are safe
and accessible. Smaller trackg
are not practical as people are
forced to eventually come back
to roads with heavy traffic. We
hope agencies will keep pracj.
cal utility in mind while exeeyt.
ing the project,” he added,
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Plea against order on
tree pruning in Vasant
Vihar: HC raps MCD
for non-compliance

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI. MARCH 25

WHILE HEARING a plea against
the National Green Tribunal's
(NGT) order which allowed fur-
ther pruning of trees in Vasant
Vihar colony, alleging that ap-
proximately 800 trees have been
“pruned/lopped-off’, Delhi High
Court pulled up the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi observing
that it had not complied with the
court’s previous orders.

‘A single judge bench of
Justice Najmi Wazin was hearing
a plea moved by Sanjeev Bagai,
who had challenged a January 19
NGT order which allowed for
“further pruning of the trees” to
be carried out by civic authorities
concerned — DDA or MCD — in
strict accordance with Delhi
Preservations of Trees Act, 1994,
and guidelines issued by deputy
conservator of forest,(HQ)/mem-
ber secretary, Tree Authority, for
pruning of trees under the Act.

The HC had observed on
March 1 that a detailed assess-
ment of the “activity done by the
RWA needs to be carried out”,
further pruning in the area con-
cerned has to be “stopped right
away”, and kept further pruning
in the area “in abeyance”.

When the matter was taken
uponMarch20,the high court ob-
served that "nothing had been
done by the corporation in com-
pliance of previous orders of this
court”, Justice Waziri observed
that remedial measures for con-
servation and preservation of the

colony's green areas, in particular
its trees, have to be initiated onan
urgent basis and the same is not
to anyone’s detriment. The court
directed MCD's zonal deputy
commissioner to file an affidavit
in seven days, failing which the
deputy commissioner should be
present incourt on the next date.

Previously, the high courthad
appointed advocate Aditya N
Prasad as amicus curiae to assess
the situation at the siteand assist
the court. It had said Prasad will
be assisted by various officials, in-
cluding from police, PWD, MCD,

DDA etc. It had further directed -

the MCD and tree officer tofile ex-
tensive photos as well asareport.

The tree officer had been pre- |

viously directed tofile a freshaf-
fidavit stating what was noticed
atthesiteand “further orders,as
may be necessary, tooshall beis-
sued by tree officer”, the court
had said.

During the hearing on March
20, Prasad had submitted that the
inspection report filed by the tree
officerwaserroneous as it referred
to damaged roots of four trees in
Block A, and nine trees in Block B
of Vasant Vihar Colony “because
the trees have already been felled
and only their stumps are remain-
ing". Therefore, the euphemistic
reference to them as "damaged”
istoignore thestark reality, Prasad
said, The court looked at the pho-
tosattached tothereport and said
it shows the stumps being exca-
vated from the earth and directed
the tree officer to look into the
matter and initiate appropriate
measures within four days.
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DDA luxury flats in Dwarka
to be up for bidding by Diwali

be 11 residential towers, of which seven will
have two penthouses each,” the official said.
The penthouses will be fully furnished du-

vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Delhi Development Authority
islikely tocomplete by Diwali the work onalux-
ury-flat schemein southwest Delhi's Dwarka.

The project site is located at Sector 19B. “We
are making our best effortsto complete the pro-
ject by November. Thereafter, applications will
be invited from buyers and a computerised
draw of lots conducted. While the prices forthe-
se luxuryflatsareyetto be determined by thefi-
nance department, the authority will add pre-
mium charges on them because of their loca-
tion and facilitiesava ilable,” the official added.

The high-end accommodation willfeature,
forthefirst time, penthouses with terrace gar-
dens and luxe furnishing. There will also be
Su{}e[‘-HIG. HIG and MIG flats. .

«rhis will be DDA first residential comp-
lex with only luxury flats. There will be 1,114
]u(uryﬂatsof which 14 will be penthouses, 168
aper-HIG and 932 HIG flats.In total, therewill

plexes with terrace gardens, luxe fittings and
four bedrooms each with attached bathrooms
and other amenities. The super-HIG flats will
have three bedrooms each with attached bath-
rooms and servant quarters. In building the
flats, DDA has gone for thegreen building con-
cept, with solar heating, organic waste dispo-
sal and energy efficient lighting.

Apart from Dwarka, DDA will also offer
around 400 HIG and MIG flats in Jasola,
which, the authority believes, will bemuch so-
ught after due to their location. “There would
be 170 HIG flats and we plan to invite applica-
tions on them before the Dwarka 19B project,”
the official said. As of now, there are around
40,000 vacant units available with DDA, most-
ly in Narela. “Majority of them are LIG and
EWS flats and we are making all efforts to sell
them,” the official added.
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DDA WARNS ABOUT FAKE URL BEING
USED IN NAME OF HOUSING SCHEME |

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Development Authority on
Thursday cautioned that some fraudulent people were
using & fake URL in the name of its housing scheme
to lure public. In @ statement, the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) said it has has taken a serious view in
this matter, and complaints have been lodged in the
Economic Offences Wing and Cyber Crime cell of the |
Delhi Police. "It has come to DDA's notice that some |
fraudulent persons are using fake URL (https://DDAf- |
|
|

lat.org.in/index.php) in the name of DDA's Housing

Scheme to lure public for booking of flats,” it said. Vi

_ﬂ‘:g"ﬁﬁ?!'am”:‘ J —"_asnaltf, 2023 } Eﬁmg"

" a6 2R el 3 3 aed

| 3

% e, (o e ): it et Sed
H yorEsl S Ron & e 3w FEH §F aad
¥ faa faeE) FISSVA F W | 25 A= H Al
ﬁaﬁqqﬁm-gmﬁgﬁm\w A
TeThTaTE M o e T SR 3 Fm) 36
i 1 YR F= O A 3R sEm
e et 2 fo T e g e
7 ¥ T 72 wfewn & T F A F sm e
7 2R 2t feeslt 3 areon S | TR 1 T
B FHargl o T e S TE | 5
R g e 3 FE i dew A # e § g
gfem Frrhm ¥ ST T e HEAR i A gt
I st sfech wwen % S wfae # e 5
7 5% T A e @1 @ R E o e
i wfer ¥ e A e @ 21 39 3 T
o gt 3 e i o W 3 2w el &
e = s faefedt #1 snfad Toanfa
% farl a1 s 3 fora, e 2 T FERRT
e e F yEam F| guh ded wad A
aiEE BE Wl & Tad et % S HEm

| 3 ) AR A e, fe 3 T A

Ao W R ) Bt F uf o e #)



DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

THE HINDU

The death of _thé much

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

Sunday, March 26, 2023

e

DATED

sought-after barsati

Alisha Dutta
NEW DELHI

Ruchika Mehra, 24, a news
researcher, recalls hearing
her mother, Aradhana Meh-
ra, 49, speak fondly about
the barsati she had rented
in Delhi’s Lajpat Nagar way
back in 1997. Her nostalgic
stories painted pictures of
barbecue nights, jam ses-
sions, and early morning
chai on the terrace. The
two-room set was just right
for someone starting out in
life and single in the city, as
Ms. Mehra's mother was, in
an architecture firm. It
worked from both an eco-
nomic and strategic per-
spective: people could stay
in a tony south Delhi neigh-
bourhood at a pocket-per-
mitting rent.

But when Ms. Mehra her-
self moved from Lucknow
to Delhi in November 2022,
she found that renting one
was now either a luxury or
a liability, as barsatis them-
selves were. They were
either too expensive, with
rents touching ¥80,000 or
they were affordable at
about 10,000, but with
seepage, cockroaches, and
dodgy house owners.

“Twenty years ago, we
would deal in 20 to 30 bar-
satis a year; now we find
five or six,” says Siddharth
Gargi, a real estate agent in
Nizamuddin East, a stone’s
throw away from the 16th
century Humayun’s Tomb,
a UNESCO World Heritage
Centre.

The barsati, borrowed
from the Urdu word barsat
(heavy rain), is a room built
on the terrace of an inde-
pendent bungalow. “Barsa-
tis occupied almost a third
of the terrace. They started
out as rooms for storage
and sometimes as quarters
for help,” says Ranjan
Choubey, a real estate agent
with about 30 years of ex-
perience, working out of
Jangpura, an area that still
has low-rise homes. In
time, especially in the "80s
and '90s, they morphed in-
to cool city pads, when the
Delhi skyline was not domi-
nated by concrete.

Once home to authors
and artists like Amitav
Ghosh, Arundhati Roy, Wil-

Humble abode: The barsatis that do exist are either boutique
studio apartments or illegal constructions.SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

liam Dalrymple, and M.F.
Husain, barsatis in Delhi
are a rare sight now.

Building by-laws

This is primarily because of
a change in the Delhi Deve-
lopment Authority’s (DDA)
housing by-laws in 2013
which allowed houses to
construct four floors from
the earlier two floors. In
2014, the Urban Develop-
ment ministry increased
the floor area ratio (FAR:
the measurement of a
home's floor area to the size
of the plot) from 150% to
200% on 750-1,000 square
metre plots and from 120%
to 200% for plots of 1,000
square metres and above.

Rental returns

Real estate companies en-
tered with redevelopment
plans. Mr. Gargi, who has
been in the business for
two decades now, says
house ovwners collaborated
with builders to remodel
their two-storey houses to
three- or four-storey build-
ings. “This would allow
them to have one exira
floor even after giving one
floor to the builders. They
would also benefit in terms
of rental returns, as in com-
parison to barsatis, apart-
ments would have much
higher rents,” he added.

A senior DDA official said
building barsatis are now
deemed illegal. However,
the DDA's building by-laws
remain silent on the barsa-
ris that are already in place.
Taking advantage of this
‘grey area’, Mr. Gargi said
many builders now use

temporary structures to
build a room on the ter-
race, which can be assem-
bled and dismantled in a
couple of days.

“These house owners
then turn such space into
boutique rooms and rent it
out for more than 40,000
in localities like Defence
Colony, Green Park and Ni-
zamuddin East,” added Mr.
Gargi.

‘Bypassing laws’

Homes built mostly in post-
Partition allocated land -
Green Park, Greater Kai-
lash, Defence Colony, Laj-
pat Nagar, Nizamuddin East
- were suddenly not acces-
sible to the upwardly mo-
bile migrants.

The barsatis that do ex-
ist are either boutique stu-
dio apartments or illegal
constructions, sometimes
atop DDA flats or in Delhi's
urban villages where build-
ings seem to run into each
other.

“Considering the legality
of barsatis in South Delhi
continue 1o remain a grey
area, many house owners
have tried benefitting from
it by building modular tem-
porary rooms on the top of
the terrace as they bypass
the jurisdiction of the
DDA,” says a senior lawyer,

However, areas like Khir-
ki Extension, some parts of
langpura and Kotla that fal
under the Lal Dora land, do
not fall under the DDA laws,
Builders don't have 1o adh.
ere to building by-laws, he
added. So, barsatis today
are in the more congested
parts of town,
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