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Many left homeless after houses 
on Yamuna floodplain demolished 

Ridhima.Gupta@timesgroup.com 
Anindya chattopadhyay 

president of Bhartiya Kisan Union 

(Balraj), railed, "DDA has not just ta 

ken our houses but have also destroyed 

our standing crop. This means even 

ourlivelihood is gone. We haven't been 

offered rehabilitation either. Isn't our 

option now only to beg on the streets? 

DDA officials present said."Weare 

taking up the demolition as per the 

high court's order. Those who were eli-

gible for rehabilitation have already 

been given it." This seemed to contra-

dict DDA officials telling ToI earlier 

that no rehabilitation was possible in 

cases of illegal construction, which is 

what NGT says any construction on 

New Delhi: On Monday evening. 
Prem Singh and his granddaughterde 
sultorily dug out their belongings 
from beneath the rubble of their Ya-
muna riverbank house. It wasn't a dis 
aster that felled their home. It was 

among the 40 jhuggis in Bella Estate 
near Rajghat that were demolished by 
Delhi Development Authorities in the 
afternoon.Several officials arrived at 

theslumaround 3pmalong with police DEMOLISHED, DISMAYED 

and machinery to start the eviction 

drive. Even as the dismayed slum dwel-
lers watched, they began pullingdown EenNigh Court's direction last 

their huts. The move was a follow-upto Wedncsday to the area residents the Yamuna tloodplain is. 
Delhi High Court's direction last Wed 

nesday to the area residents to vacate 

their jhuggis on the Yamuna floodpia-

in within three days, failing which 

they would have to pay Rs 50,000 each 

to Delhi Urban Shelter Improvement were demolished today and we have which they have never got possession 

Board (DUSIB) orface demolition. 

Kawar Lal, 40, and his mother, 60, 

were yet to come to terms with losing ration. "We do not even have a shed lesh Mishra, who is representing the 

their home and their farmland. "My now to our name and it's going to rain. slum dwellers, said the case is listed for 

forefathers lived here and were invol- Ido not know where I should take my hearing on Tuesday "We wanted DDA 

ved in farming during the time of the old parents now," fretted Lal. 

British," claimed Lal. "Despite sho-

The move was a follow-up to 

Meanwhile, many slum dwellers 

claimed that around 35 families whose 

houses were razed earlier by DDA were 

promised rehabilitation. "Many of 

wing papers proving this, our houses themalso paid Rs 7,000 to DDA for a flat, 

to vaeate their jhuggis on the 
Yanuna ffoodplain within 3 days 

been rendered homeless." Lal said his of til date," said Randhree, petitioner 

elderly father recently had an eye ope inacase in the high court. Lawyer Kam-

not to carry out demolition till then, but 

Rekha, 40, who is Delhi women's they went ahead," said Míshra. 
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Broken Homes: Residents & 
DDA Fail To Break Deadlock 
SIGNATURE VIEW: 3 Offers From Authority Found "Unfeasible' Sanjeev Rastogi Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com 

of flats from 336 to 516 and 
recover the cost by selling 
these apartments. 

"It had earlier developed 
the apartments as per the 
2001 Master Plan and wanted 

New Delhi: Two months after 
the lieutenant governor orde 
red Delhi Development Autho-
rity (DDA) to redevelop the 
'structurally damaged' Signa 
ture View Apartments in Muk herjee Nagar, the residents 
and the authority are yet to e 
ach a cosensus on the process 
for vacating the flats. 

DDA officials have given 
three options- redevelop-
ment, buyback and swapping 
of flats- to the residents, 

to reconstruct them as per 
MPD 2021. With the addition 
of so many flats, services 
will suffer. So DDA shouldd 
either improve facilities 
and provide additional space 
to each flat owner or should 
not make additional houses," 
saida resident. 

A DDA official said the 

"best" offer has been made to 
theresidents and theauthori 
ty would bear the cost of 
construction. "A committee 
that also includes residents 
has been constituted to add-
ress their issues," he said. 

The housing complex was 
central Delhi prefer to shift to built between 2007 and 2010 such far-flung places? Even and allotted to residents in 

2011-2012. But in just a few ye-42,000 per month--is less than ars, the buildings became 
structurally unsafe. Accor 
ding to residents, construc-
tion-related issues surfaced 

who claim none of these is fe-
asible. On Monday, a group of 
residents said they had met 
four DDA members and requ 
ested them to raise the matter 

UNFIT FOR LIVING: The housing complex in Mukherjee Nagar was built between 2007 and 2010 and allotted to residents in 2011-12. But in just a few years, the buildings became structurally unsafe 
in the next boardmeeting. 

"Giventhat the building is 
in a dangerous state, we are 

asking residents to shift. In 
the meantime, three offers 
have been given -one, DDA 
can buy back flats, second, it upwards, and it was after their will redevelop the complex 
and pay the rentals to the 
affected residents at market 
rate, and third, a swap 
wherein they can be moved 
to DDA flats available in 
other parts of the city"a DDA 
official said, 

The official said the rede 
velopment of the housing 
complex will be done as per 
the current norms, which 
means DDA will utilise more 
space and create more flats. 

The society's RWA, howe-
ver, said DDA was initially pa-
ying only the original cost of 
flats, i.e., about Rs 75 lakh and 

why would a person living in 

the rent offered by DDA - Rs 

intervention that the authori-
ty agreed to pay 10.6% simple 
interest as per guidelines of 
the Real Estate (Regulation and Development) Act, 2016. 

"But RERA guidelines do 
not apply in Delhi and after 
including this interest amo-
unt too, the overall cost will 
be much less than the flats 
market rate. Further, for 
swapping, DDA is giving the 
option to shift to flats in Jaso-
la, Dwarka or Narela. But 

that of flats in neighbouring 
gated societies," said RWVA 
president Amarendra Jha. 

"On the one hand, DDA 
was imposing compounding 

charges at 15% on the flat's 
original cost when the ow ners failed to pay the full 

in 2012-13. forcingthem to pur sue the authority. DDA later 

conducted a study through 
IIT-Delhi in 2021-22, which to-
ok 184 samples. 

The study's recommenda-
tion wasto'vacate and dismant le' the buildings immediately But we were provided access to 
it only after we filed three RTIs 
with DDA," Jha claimed. 

amount on time and on the 
other, it expects us to return 
or sell the flats at meagre pri-
ces," added Jha. 

Residents said DDA 
plans to increase the number 
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RESIDENTS REJECT 
DDA'S PLAN FOR 
REHABILITATION 
NEW DELHI: Residents of Signa-
ture View Apartment at Mukher 
jee Nagar, declared structurally 
unsafe in 2022. are yet to agree to 
a rehabilitation plan of the Delhi 

Developmental Authority (DDA) 
even two months after the lieu 
tenant governor ordered that the 

structure be rebuilt. 
DDA has given three options 

to residents as part of its rehabil 

itation plan: buy back the flat 

along with 10.6% simple interest 

from the date of payment, swap 

the flat with another DDA flat in T 
Delhi, or get a new flat in the 

redeveloped housing complex 
and get rental for the construc-

tion period. 
However, the residents of Sig-

nature View Apartment have 

sought a revision of the offers. 

especially regarding redevelop-
ment. The RWA has sought an 

appointment with LG VK Saxena 

to discuss the matter. The RWA 

on Monday also gave a presenta 

tion to legislators of the Bharat 

iya Janata Party and the Aam 

Aadmi Party, who are members 

of DDA. Amarendra Kumar, 

RWA president, said, "We want 

DDA to develop the housing 

complex on 'as is where is'basis 
and immediately start paying 

rentals." But a senior DDA ofti 

cial said. "We have not accepted 

their request. 
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