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Day 2 of anti-encroachment drive 
at Tughlaqabad, residents in lurch 
Sadia Akhtar 

1 NEW DELHI: Shnmeem Akhtar 
mon•d to Drlh1 from Varanasi 
more than two drcadc-s ago in 
search of work. The 65-year-old 
went from odd-jobs in the firs! 
few years to selling fruits and 
,·egetables in Tughlaqabad·s 

1 Ch huriya Mohalla where hr 
lived on rent for vears. Around 
three years ago: Akh tar pur

l chased land in the same colony 
and constructed a two-roo ri, 
house to live -.1th his family. On 

1 Monday. his house was razed as 
the Archaeological Survey of 
India (ASI) continued its demoli-

1 tion drive in the Bengali colony 
area in Tughlaqabad village for 
the second consecutive day- a 

1 move tha t has once again 
brought into focus the conflict 
between illegal encroachments 
one on side and years of land 
misuse resulting in families 
being uprooted with nowhere to 
go on the other. 

Several houses in the vicinity 
were demolished by Monday 
evening although AS! and the 
district administration did not 
share details about the number 
of houses razed . Akhtar is 
amang hundreds who say they 
have been rendered without a 
roof over their heads. 

Some residents say they were 
handed powers of anorney as 
proof of the validity and legality 
of their ownership. This. in 
effect. has resulted in some resi· 
dents battling the demolition 
drive with these papers, arguing 
that they were misled and given 
linle time to relocate. 

"For years. we lived on rent 
here. I saw the number of houses 
multiply but no one intervened 
to stop ilie sale of land. We were 
given a power of anorney and 
made to believe that nothing 
would happen to our houses. But 
suddenly. without any advance 
notice. agencies brought down 
my house. They dld not even give 
me sufficient time to collect my 
belongings:· alleged Akhtar. 

AS! ofncials ea rlier told HT 
that the Delh i Development 
Authority (DOA) handed ovtr w 
it an area of2,661 /Jighas around 
th£• Tughfaqabad Fort for main · 

, renan ce in 1995. According to 
Section 19 ofThe AntiC'nt Monu
ments a nd Archaeological Si tes 
and Remains A<.:l. 145~. no per· 
son . lncludlng the owner ur 
occupier of a prott:c:ll·d a rea , 
sha ll construct a11y bulldln~ 
within the prott·c ted a rc·;1. In 
addition. Section 20of the..· ~ •ml· 
Act prohibits new con-.tru ttlon 
activity within JOO metres In a ll 
directions of the prohibited area. 

Over th e years. the· land 
around the fort was encroached 
upon, and a legal battle ~nsucd 
after a public interest 1lt1gat1on 
(PIL) was lodged_ by SN ~:~r:~ 
waJ In 2001, seeking pro 

The demolished structures in the wake of the anti-encroachment drive on Monday. SANCHIT KHANNA/HT 

. -·~. -~ -.''•'.·,~ 
~

;.,.,. •.•• .:, ~ .-~~·:_~_· :.,:,'~-~-~-;...... .,., - ~ • ,. .!• •• .. ...... -.~,, 

1)l'he·'case timeline . 
\;·,9;5 . ' .. ·,.:.- O N~~ember 24, 2022 

ODA h•nds over l ,66t blghas D•lhl high court grants ASI 
of l•nd •1ound Tughlaqabad I six weeks as th• · 1a,t 
Fort to ASI for malntenJince I Indulgence· to remove 

0 1996-98 
L•nd •round th• fort Is 
encroichtd upon 

0 2001 
SN Bhari!w•J fll•• a Pl~ 
st•klng prot•ctlon of th• 
tortirta 

O febru.iry 2016 
, Suprom• Court d,clar., thf 

tntlr, Tughlaqabad Fort•• 
1 protrcttd, dlrt<11 ASI to not 

allow any land-gr•bblng or 
1 1ntto1<hmtnt 

encroichm!nts 

o January 11, 2023 
' ASI pastes 1,248 notices on 
1 houses, directing residents ., . 
1 to ,ac•t• the area within . , " _-; 

• • IS days '.,, ' 
o . I 
0 April 24 . t ' 
1 HC dlrtets AS! to r,mo,. ', 1;, 

encro ac hments within lour : 1· 

1

·w<Pkl . · .,•~.J 
?, April 30 ; .. ;'41:,(~ 
I I Antl•encroachm•nt drlvt 

btglns ·• ,_..,. ~-': 
· · i· ·d!! 

WHAT THE LAW SAYS 
As per Section 19 of The Ancient Monuments and Archaeologi
cal Sites and Remains Act, 19S8, no person, Including the 
owner or occupier of a protected area, shall construct any 
building within the protected area. In addition, Section 20 
of the same Act prohibits new constru<llon activity within 
100 metres In all directions of the prohibited area. 

o f the fort IHt'mlst.·s. ~ 111.>~e 
qucntl y, the IJt.•lh i hlKII 1..o u1 I 
o rd cn: d th e n.·mnva l ul 
cm:ro:.i t:hmcnt 'i 111 l'ct>ruary 
1016. th t: Suprl' rn l' Co urt 
dt·darL·d thl' t.·ntlrl· Tuglt laqah:id 
Fort :1~ pr1Jtn 'tl'd . ;ind dl1 L'l lt·d 
ASI to <J!Or> land-~,ahhi11K :1ml 
c11cruadum.-11 t tlicrc. 

On Novcmbt:, ul JaM ye;1r, tllL· 
high toun gr,rnu:d '!he wnk~ U'l 
lhL· "' lai,t l11dulgL•ntc" to ASI tu 
r e m ove· r nc:ro:Jl·hrncnl 'l l11 nud 
around the Tugh lat1nl>ad F1J11. 
On January II this yea r. ASI 

!la."llA..'U l.lAM notices 011 l1uuSt.'S 111 
Chu rrly:1 Muhullu. dlrcctl11g rcsl· 
dL·nts tu vuaHc the area within I!", 
dfJYS tailing which thl'i r hOUS(.'~ 
wou ld bt.· cll-mullsl1t-d 1.ast Mon
day. IIIL· il igli l'Olff1 dln.!CtL·d /\SI 
111 rt' III UVl' l ' ll l ' IUa l' hllll'III S 

w11hl 11 l11111 WL'L'ks 
.., lvt•r 100 hl>(lla:-. ul land wa-. 

dc:11 t·d nVLT llic past two day:,, 
Mi,rt· tJmn 1,r,00 pcrn11111L·111 and 
",t,:flll 1x·n11am·111 hl l"ll (.'IIII L .... Wl' l l ' 

dL·111ullshed," said Sfll'da l ru111 
111i 'l1-1 lu11t·r of pulh.:c (law und 
onkr) Sugur Prn·I lfouda. 

ASI officials did not respond 
to HTs queries about the opera· 
lion. lsha Khosla, district magis
trate (south -eas t) did not 
respond to queries seeking com
ment. 

On Monday, ,yhen HT visitt-d 
the nl'ighbourhood. rcsiden1s 
were seen scrabbling through 
the debris as they at1r mp1rd 10 
sa lvage their belongings. Sorn,· 
sa t on the renrnins of tlwir 
demolished housrs wh1 k othas 
took shcltt·r on tht· 111111 11 road. 

Paru l (o nl' mime). 40. ha:-. 
been living In tht· a rt'a for till' 
past 25 yt·:irs. Sh(• s.ud that till' 
demolition took l'Vl'l;,'Ulll' by sur· 
prlsr SIIKl' no frr :-. h nuu,·t· wa~ 
Sl'r\1l'd :.lflL'I Jammrv 

"Wi: Wl·rt· undL·r ,,thl· 1m prl'5'· 
s io11 th.it ll\L' rourt ha~ g1v1.:11 
r(•llr f for four WL'l·k, . l-l owe-vt·r , 
1tll' b11lldu'l.t1> arnwd sud,knly 
and sta1 tcd dL·n10lisl1111g ou1 
hOU Sl':.," Sh l' ~ lid . 

Origlna lly f10111 Kulka~1. i'Jnil 
works Ch a du!lll'Slic hdp Ill rn 
!'ark ""'" · a11,I has '1 X lan11lv 
111t111bt1 s 111d11d111g four cl11i
dren. With no l'oof ov1..•r thdr 
heuds. 1 he rumlly WOif trylnl!: to 
ur~<.•nt ly nnd a 1>lare 011 rt•11t. 

' I don 't knuw for how Ion~ 
l 'UI I W(' s u rviVl' in lhl' OJ)l' II 011 
a u t·mpty stumad1. Wl' trk d 
looking fo 1 plntn 0 11 r1.:11t but 
l ' Vl'I yw l1 t•r,· lant.llonb haw 
inLTl':.tst.'CI thl· I l' II L ·1 l1t·y ai t· a::. k 
In~ 10,U00-12000 a 111 u1111i. Tlib 
is way bl'yo11d 001 t·a rni11K:-.," 
:-.l11•:-.;1id 

lh· ll11 urha11 tkvl'lnp111t·11t 
111l11lslL'f S:1111 a l,h Bha rdwaj 
rnlsL·d c.:u ri ct·rn ., owr thl' dis· 
plncc111L' l1t uf 1x·11pl ..:, a11tl s1,11g l11 
thl'ir rr hablllt11 1lu11 . llhurdwaj 

SC declines to 
stay drive at 
T ughl;:iqabad 

NEW DELHI: rh, · '-,11prl'm•· 

(. r1 1irt 1111 Mr,nrt.1y 
ell'< lint d t 11 ',f. ,y thf' ;-in ti· 
c:n c rr,:H hmcn1 drive 
:-i r r111nr! Tllf' T11~hl:1q,1had 
h,rt :ire:i 

Thc:cr,11rt W:-t'i hc::rnnx 
:1 plc:t filed hy ;J rL",1d1.:nt. 
<.l'eking rl'1 1l'f fr,,rn the 
dri ve: in the .-,,airhl'ilSt 
IJclh1 ~• rt-:1. Thl' c r111n<,CI cl 
lht: pet1t1orn·r ml'nt1ont·d 
the pl l';-1 b1•forl' th<: 
Sup reme Court and 
sought an urgent hearing, 
and as an mu.:nm relll'f. 
sought 10 stay the dC'moh
tion dnve. 

The court. however. 
said it wi ll nm 'it.'ly the 
drive. add ing lhat 11 
would tJ kt 1t up on Tues
day. The court also 15.SUl'd 
.1 noti et..• to the Centn·. 
Archaeological Survey of 
India. the ODA and oth· 
ers on thl· pk-a AGENCIE.S 

said that thl· "c..:ntral govem
meni's ASr had destroyed the 
houses of innocent JJ<'Op le Ht 
also sough, land fro m the Centrt 
for rehab1li tJt1ng the displaced 
people. 

..... th,· court should pay Jrten
tion to th t· foc:t thJt tht' cen tral 
gowrnmen t·s ASI or ODA 
should providt· thL' land to [he 
Ddhi gowrn111..: nt so that the 
stall' gowrnmcnt can comt· up 
with a rd\abtilt.:.mon plan on that 
land and makt· an ,tlt t·rnauve 
ammgL' lll l' nt for tht·~· l)l·upk· to 
llw ." :>J 1<l Bh.lnh.,·aJ 

lshrat l-:h.1tw n. from Patna m 
U1h.1r. has tx,·11 hvmg in lhl' an.:a 
tor thl' iXl">l 10 Vl'ar-. 

KhJtuon . 'iO. >J ld 1hat the 
ckmulmon tuok l'\'L'T)'Ont• by sur
p1 I~'. and Jik-gt·d that 1t was 111i
lkllt·d wnhoutJny pr ior 1numa
t1 011 ~A llOllLL' W;J!,~IV(' ll 111 Jan• 
u.iry but nu d ri ve wa s 
un<lc.• rtakl'n o~.:allT"i who Ml ld us 
th t: lantl )a id thJt our houses 
wl'rr ::,afL· and nolhmg wou ld 
h~pp c- 11 Mo rc- th J n thrcc-
111omh, hJd 1,1\h<:d ,mce the last 
nutk1..· whkh ,-:. 1vl' 11:, J II i111prl'!t• 
s tu n that our h uu'iL'S lll'l' s11fo 
HowL•vcr. wuho111 Sl·u dl11~ ,1 
frc:;h 11oth.L' ,uKI ,-:ivl 11 >,¢ 11 ., :, uffr 
l ' l\.' lll tl111l' lv v, 1L·,1t l., bu lldut.L·r~ 

">lJflt•d 1.11111.1( cluw11 uu1 l1ou:-....•," 
:1lk~t·d Khatuvn 

ShL• a lll'gL·d lh ,ll Pl'Opk Wl'l'l' 
tr lch·d into b11y111g land by loca l 
1>olltida11:, a11d guv1.:rnrnt·n1 otn
r i:tb lro 111 tlllk1L'llt agrnclt.'S. 
"Wt· Wl're nt·wr to ld that the 
tnnd was gowrnrm:nt J) l'OJ)C'rty. 

Why wou ld anyone allow lhl'ir 
h;1rd-ca rnt•d money go waste·> A 
c:olony cannot come up with · 
the cum pliclly of officials:· out 
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Su m Of All Tears As Bulldozers March In 
Amid Heavy Rain, Several Laboure.rs Left Homeless At Tughlaqabad Fort 
RidhimLGupta@timesgroup.com 

New Delhi: It was ironic but 
on International Labour Day 
on Monday. the houses of thou
sands of unorganised labou
rers were demolished in Tugh
laqabad village in south Delhi. 
Undeterred by the heavy rains 
that brought the city to a halt. 
the Archaeological Survey 
of India and Municipal Corpo
ration of lndia undertook the 
second day of demolitions af. 
ter Delhi High Court d irected 
the removal of encroach
ments at the Tughlaqabad 
Port areas Last week. 

Tughlaqabad village had 
theappearanceof an apocalyp
tic landscape on Monday. with 
furniture, clothing. household 
items and rovs strewn around. 
Most of the· migrant workers 
who had made homes there we
re aghast. many of them stiU 
weeping at their misfortw1e. 
and almost aU of them clai
ming to ha\'e Li\'ed in that 
locality for many years. some 
even threedecades. 

Standing on a mountain of 
rubble, Sonia, 32. who c.ame to 
Delhi from Mahoba in Unar 
Pradesh. sa id. ""These are the 
remains of my house. I worked 
long shif'tsasa nurse to save mo• 
nevand build a houseformywi
do~ved mother:·· Saying that the 
majority of families were be
low-poverty-line households. 
Sonia sa id. ""The address on the 
Aadhaar and ration cards of 
most residents 1s this place. 
\Ve have voted in this locaJit): 
But now they are ca.JJ.ing us en• 
croachers. lf the government 
wants to punish those who took 
over government land. they 
should go aft.er the people who 
sold these plots to us ... 

Many other families had 
sim ilarclai.ms. Indeed. it was 
under the eyes of officialdom 
that the houses came up The 
predominantly migrant fa
milies bought land that was 
offered to them a nd they built 
rheir houses. little knowing 
that they had become illegal 
ocru piersof AS I land . Single 
mother Varsha. 30. a domes• 

Tughlaqabad village had the appearance of an apocalyptic landscape, 

with furniture. clothing, household items and toys strewn around 

tic worker in Chittaranjan 
Park. held up the electricity 
bill and demanded to know 
why, if they ll"ere illegally li 
ving there. had the govern
ment provided her electricity 

and water connections when 
the house was built in 2019on 
a plot that cost her Rs 2 lakh. 

But there was no respite. 
Even the Supreme Court refu
sed on Monday to stay the de 

molition drive. leaving the peo
ple distressed. For Shipra Meh
ta, 42. another domestic worker. 
it's not even a year and a half 
s ince she bought her house for 
Rs 3 lakh. ""I borrowed money 
and used all my savings to buy 
this house. My husband doesn't 
wori< so I single-handedly built 
this house." mourned Mehta. 
eyeing the ruins before her: Ac• 
cusing civic officials of conni• 
vance in their deception. Meh• 
ta said she and others had been 
regularly paying money to the 
local cops and middlemen who 
assured them nothing would 
happen to their houses. 

The demolit ion of the de
cades-old informal settle• 
ment took place at short noti
ce. catching most residents 
with surprise. According to 
ASI officials. the orders \\.'ere 
toclear thearea by Monday it
self. "Wecan'tstopbecauseof 
the ra ins."" s;, id oneof them. 

Ajay Das and Kink i Das. 

Pholos: Anmdya Ctiaflooadl'lyay 

both from West Bengal, cla i
med that they were at work on 
Sunday. when the authorities 
disconnected the power con• 
nection and bulldozers lined 
up the lane. "We were told to 
empty the house in two ho
urs. We gathered whatever 
we could and stored it in the 
open near the jungle. T he ra
in must havedamagedourbe
longings."" said Kinki. 

Ajay. who is a driver. said 
his twochildren.class [Xa nct X 
students. would suffer more. 
""On Sunday, I was supposed to 
attend the parent -te(lcher mee
ting at my younger son's scho
ol but couldn't. We cruft even 
send him to school fora few da
ys because my kids' w1iforms 
are missing in the mayhem." 
he sa id. Man y other parents 
too fretted about their child
ren's education. desperate as 
they were fu-st to find some ac
commodation before being ab
le to send the kids to school. 

SC refuses to stay 
demolition drive 

T1MES NEWS NETWORI< 

New Del.hi: The Supreme Court 
on Monday refused to stay a de
molition drive to remove encro
achment from the Tughlaqabad 
area in south Delhi but agreed to 
examine rehabilitation of encro
achers and gave them an option 
whether they wanted to shift to 

Narela in north Delhi. 
As the demolition was on. 

senior advocate Colin Gonsa.1· 
ves. appearing for the resi• 
dents. rushed to the apex court 
for an urgent hearing and he 
mentioned the issue before Chi
ef Justice D Y Chandrachud 
\vhoasked him to mention it be
fore Justice Sanjiv Khanna·s 
bench in court numberi. 

Gonsalves then appeared be
fore a bench of Justices Sanjiv 
KhannaandJustice M ~ISund
resh who agreed to grant him 

out of turn hearing and asked 
him to inform Delhi govern
ment and took up the case. The 
senior advocate contended that 
the residents were living there 

for the last 40 years and they ha
ve to vacate as it's government 
land but pleaded that demoli
uon be stopped till alternate ar
rangement is made for them 

The bench. however. said 
that staying of the demoLition 
would have consequences and 
such re Lief could not be granted. 
Expressing concern over large 
encroachment across the natio, 
nal capital. the COW1 said that 
60', land of Delhi Development 
Authority has been encroached 
and there is no land with Delh i 
government for rehabilitation. 

The bench said that if the 
residen ts would like to sh ifl to 
Narela side then it can ask the 
authority to rehabil itate them 
there. "lf you wanr togo to Na• 
rela side then we ask them ro 
accommodate ymi there. Take 
instruction." the bench sa id 
and posted the hearing for Tu
esd.a~: It issued notices to the 
Centre. Archaeological Sur
vey of India and Delhi Deve
lopment Authority on the plea 
fued by some res idents. 

ASI or DDA must provide land to 
prepare rehab plan: Bharadwaj 
New Delhi: Expressing concern over thedemolition of houses rn 

Tughlaqabad Port area as part of an anti -encroachment drive. ur• 

ban development minister Saurabh Bharadwaj on Monday said 
the central government"s Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) 

or Delhi Development Authom y shottld provideland to Delh i go

vernment to prepare a rehabilitation plan and providealternati• 

ve hous ing to theaffected families. 
Bharadwaj also said that act ion s hottld betaken against offici

als whose negligence led to the encroachment and against the 
land mafia who sold plots to the unsuspecting people in the area. 

The minister claimed that"/\SI fatled to protect its own land and 

due to itscarelessnessandoversight. the land mafia sold the plots." 

·· 1f these houses are destroyed. thousands of people will co

me on the streets. Due to homelessness. people who have jobs 

nearbv and whose childrenattend nearbv schools will dwell in 
modeSt shanties on the city's flyo\'ers a~d footpaths. This can 

become a big problem fo r Delh i."" Bharadwaj sa id . 
Former deputy CM Manish Sisodia had in February d irected 

chief secretary Naresh Kumar to 1dennfy a piece of land nearby 

and prepare a rehabilitation plan for the families facing eviction 

notice. There was no immediate reaction from the government if 

the land was identified a nd a rehabilitation plan prepared. '"" 
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The clean-up plan 
Phase 1 

I ,, 

11km stretch between the 
Signature Bridge and ITO 
Started: February 11 

Phase 2 
11km stretch between ITO and 
Okhla barrage 
It has been divided into three 
parts - ITO to Nizamuddin bridge, 
Nizamuddin bridge to DND flyway, 
and DND flyway to Okhla barrage. 
Started: May 1 DE L H I 

Ok · What is being done 
Cleaning of Yamuna banks and 
desilting of midstream muck 
June 30: Deadline set for cleaning 
of all ghats and floodplains 
Agencies involved: the Delhi Jal 
Board, DOA, PWD, DUSIB and others 

2nd leg-of Yamuna 
cleaning begins 
from ITO to Okhla 
Sanjeev K Jha 
sanjeev.jha@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: Oeaningworkofthe 
Yamuna entered the second 
phase on Monday covering the 
11km stretch between ITO and 
Okhla barrage. even as lieutenant 
governor VI< Saxena said that the 
river ghats and floodplains 
located within the city limits will 
be cleared up by June 30. 

Several agencies, including the 
Delhi Jal Board, ODA, PWD. and 
DUSIB, are involved in the clean
up, which started with an llkm 
stretch between the Signature 
Bridge and ITO on February 12. 

According to officials. the 
cleaning operation in the second 
phase will be different from the 
first as the current stretch has less 
municipal solid waste (MSW) as 
com pared to the stretch between 
Signature Bridge and ITO. 

Meanwhile, LG Saxena. who 
heads a committee forn1ed by the 
National Green llibunal tasked to 
look into Yamuna·s poUution. said 
that the ongoing cleaning opera
tions in the Yamuna have led to 
improvements in the river across 
various parameters. ··in the sec
ond phase of cleaning operation. 
we will focus on transformation 
through cleaning of Yamuna 
banks and desllting of midstream 
muck n,e cleaning of NaJafgarh 

drain has also yielded desired 
results as the biological oxygen 
demand (BOD) level in the drain 
has shown a consistent decline ... 
Since the BOD levels in the stretch 
falling in the second phase are 
already less than the areas cov
ered in the first phase, we'll put 
more attention en desilting. For 
this. we"ll use a mechanised con
veyor system:· Saxena said in a 
statement 

Officials in the LG secretariat 
said the second stretch has been 
divided into three parts - !TO to 
Nizamuddin bridge. Nizamuddin 
bridge to DND flyway. and DND 
Oyway to Okhla barrage. 

An official said that to measure 
pollution levels. samples coUected 
from the stretch were sent to the 
Delhi Pollution Control Commit
tee. the results of which are 
awaited. ""Like the first phase, all 
the drains and sub-drains faUing 
into the river will also be trapped. 
We"U also ensure treatment of727 
million gallons a day-95% of the 
sewage generated in Delhi - by 
June 30.'" the official said. 

Bhim Singh Rawat. a Yamuna 
activist and a member of South 
Asia Network on Dams. Rivers 
and People. said focus should be 
to control pollution. ·· ... we need to 
trap all the drains so that no sew
age or Indus.trial waste reaches 
the Yamuna:· he said. 
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PWD to take up 
beautification, 
repair work on 
Aurobindo Marg 

TIMES News NETWORK 

New Delhi: The Public 

Works Department (PWD) 

will take up repairs and be

autification of the entire 

Aurobindo Marg and two 

other South Delhi roads. 

According to the PWD. 

work will be done on the 

bitumen layer of the road. 

The centra l verge wiU 

be repaired and footpaths 

cleaned and repaired. whe

rever required. 
According to the PWD's 

website. the last resurfacing 

of the 4.38-km road was done 

in 2008. the road was const

ructed by the DOA and then 

later handed over to the PWD. 

The road starts from 

Press Enclave Road T-Junc

t10n and ends at Anuvrat 

Marg. fn between. it passes 

0rough Green Pa rt Exten

sion and Lado Sarai areas . 

. _The South East Road di

v1s10n, along with this. will 

see the same work at Har

sukh Marg. also known as 

Sat:darjung Enclave Road. 

Thts road is 2-km-long and 

Chaudhary J handu Singh 

Mar g, which starts from 

Africa Avenue Marg and go

~s up to Raj Nagar red ligh t. 

is part of the same project. 

All the roads are critical 

to South Delhi commuters . 

. After that. the fresh layer 

will be la1d the thickness of 

the road will increase and any 

unevenness will be removed 

Aurobindo Marg cu1:_ 

rently has several spots 

where there is waterlog

gmg. This and other issues 

on this main road will be fix

ed, according to PWD. 
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Anti-encroachment 
drive in Tughlakabad: 
Tesettle displaced 
people, says Saurabh 

$TAFF REPORTER NEW DELHI 

T'he Delhi government has 
expressed concern over the 

rehabilitation of thousands of 
poor affected due to the demo 
lítion in Tughlakabad area of 
south Delhi by the 
Archaeological Survey of India 
(ASI) and demanded that an 
alternative arrangemént or 
rehabilitation plan put in place 

Delbi Urban Development 
Minister Saurabh Bhardwaj 
also dermanded that the Centre 
(ASl and the DDA) should pro 
vide land to the Delhí govern 
ment, so that the Delhi 
Government can prepare a 
rehabilitation plan and make 
alternative arrangements for 
the living of these innocent 
people. 

Bharadwaj said that the 
Delhi government will move an 
application in the Supreme 

with a plea that action 
should be taken against officials 
involved in allowing encroach 
ment. 

"The Delhi government 
will say the same thing before 
the Supreme Court that it is 
easy for the central government 
to destroy the houses of these 
people, but the tásk of rehabil 
tating them is huge. 

We want that instead of 
taking action against innocent 
people, action should be taken 
against those officials, whose 
negligence led to the encroach 

ment of these lands and people 
who earned crores of rupees" 

"Innocent people have built 
houses here by buying land 
without knowing it. Today, by 
destroying their houses, a big 
crisis is being created for Delhi 
and the people of Delhi. 

The central government 
should have peonla Lathy towards 

.Bhardwaj said 
that a major crisis looming 
large for the national Capital 
and the people of Delhi who 
facing removal of their resi 
dential structures by ASI. 

the poor 

before demolition. 
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