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Hindustan Times

Day 2 of anti-encroachment drive
at Tughlagabad, residents in lurch

Sadia Altllti.r
sada kM3 @t lve com

o NEW DELHI: Shameem Akhtar
moved to Delhi from Varanasi
more than two decades ago in
seareh of work. The 85-year-old
went from odd-jobs in the first
tew years to selling fruits and
vegetables in Tughlagabad's

*Chhuriya Mohalla where he
lived on rent for vears. Around
three vears ago, Akhtar pur-

" chased land in the same colony
and constructed a two-room
house to live with his family. On

# Monday, his house was razed as
the Archaeological Survey of
India (AST) continued its demoli-
tion drive in the Bengali colony
area in Tughlagabad village for
the second consecutive day — a

gmove that has once again
brought into focus the conflict
between illegal encroachments
one on side and years of land
misuse resulting in families
being uprooted with nowhere to
go on the other,

Several houses in the vicinity
were demolished by Monday
evening although ASI and the
district administration did not
share details about the number
of houses razed. Akhtar is
amomg hundreds who say they
have been rendered without a
roof over their heads.

Some residents say they were
handed powers of attorney as
proof of the validity and legality
of their ownership. This, in
effect, has resulted in some resi-
dents battling the demolition
drive with these papers, arguing
that they were misled and given
lirtle time to relocate.

“For years. we lived on rent
here. I saw the number of houses
multiply but no one intervened
to stop the sale of land, We were
given a power of attorney and
made to believe that nothing
would happen to our houses. But
suddenly. without any advance
notice, agencies brought down
my house. They did not even give
me sufficient time to collect my
belongings.” alleged Akhtar.

ASI officials earlier told HT
that the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) handed over to
it an area of 2661 bighas around

the Tughtagabad Fort for main
fepance i 1995, According to

Seetion 19 of The Ancient Monu-

ments and Archacological Sites

and Remains Act, 1955, no per
son, including the owner or
aecupier of a protected area,
shall construet any building
within the protected area. in
addition, Section 20 of the same
Act prohibits new comnstruction
activity within 100 metres inall
directions of the pmhihm'd area.

Ower the years, the fund
arsund the fort was encroached
ipon, and a legal battle ensucd
after a public interest lltlgﬂ“‘-‘d“
{PIL) was lodged by SN Bharce

waj In 2001, secking protection

ol

The demolished structures in the wake of the anti-encroachment drive on Monday.  SANCHIT KHANNAKT

The case timeline

01995
DDA hands over 2,661 bighas
of land around Tughlagabad
Fort to ASI for maintenance

(Q1996-98
Land around the fort is
encroached upan

2001

SN Bhardwaj files a PIL
seeking protection of the
fort area

OFebruary 2016
Supreme Court declares the
entire Tughlagabad Fort as
protected, directs AS| to not
alow any land-grabbing or
encroachment

O November 24, 2022
Delhi high court grants AS|
six weeks as the "last
Indulgence” to remove
encroachments

OJdanuary i1, 2023
AS| pastes 1,248 notices on
houses, directing residents
ta vacate the area within
15 days

O April 24
HC directs ASI to remove
encroachments within four
weeks

QApril 30
Antl-gncroachment drive
begins

WHAT THE LAW 5AYS

As per Section 19 of The Ancient Monuments and Archagologi-
cal Sites and Remalns Act, 1958, no person, including the
owner or occupier of a protected area, shall construct any
building within the protected area, In addition, Section 20

of the same Act prohibits new construction activity within
100 metres in all directions of the prohibited area.

of the fort premises. Sulese
quently, the 13l high couit
ardered  the removal ol
encroachments. In Febroary
2006, the Supreme Conit
declared the entire Tughlagalid
Fort as protected, sod divecied
S stop Land-gralhing il
eneruar binent Uwere,

On Nevenbaer 24 Last pear, the
Tiggh court granted six weeks oy
the “last indulgence” 10 ASH o
remeve encroachmenty in and
around the Tughlagabad Fort.
On January 11 this year, ASI

st 1248 notlces on houses in
Chinrriyn Mohalla, directing ress
dunts o vacate the ares within 1%
days failing which their houses
wonlll be demelished. Last Mon
dary, the high court direcied ASI
te o remeve envioachiments
witlun o wi
"o 100 baglis of Band was
cleared over the past two diys
More than 1508 permanent il
SCI PETTIANCT SInctnes weye
demolished.” said speclal com
missiener of palice (law and
order) Sagar Preet Hooda

ASl officials did not respond
to HT's queries about the opera-
tion. Isha Khosla, district magis-
trate (south-east) did not
respond to queries seoking com-
ment.

On Monday. when HT visited
the neighbourhood. residents
were seen scrabbling through
the debris as they attempted o
salvagye their belongings. Some
sat on the remains of their
demolished houses while others
took shelter on the main road

Parul {one name), 40, has
been living in the areas for the
past 25 years. She said that the
demolition ook evervone by sur-
prise sinee no fresh notice was
served alter January

"W were under the mpres
ston that the court has given
reliet for four weeks, However
the bulldozers arrved suddenly
and stacted demobishing our
honses,” she said

Orvighrnally from Kollat, Parul
warks s o domestic help in CR
Fark area, and has six tamily
members melading tour chl
dren. With ne ool over their
heads, the family was trving o
urgently nd a place on rent,

“Ldon't know for how long
Can we survive in thie opei an
anempty stomach. We tried
looking for places on rent b
everywhere landlords hawe
mereased the rent They are ask
bnng LOOOO-12000 5 month, This
is way beyored our carnings
she sald

el urban development
tinster vl Bhiirdwayg
rabsed comeerny over the dis
Placeaent of peopile, anal soughn
thelr rehabilitation. Bhardwaj

SC declines to
stay drive at
lughlagabad

NEW DELHI: The S prem
Canrt an Manday
e hineel toatay the anti
encroachment  drive
aronined the Tughlagabad
Frirt areq

The: canirt was hearing

| o plea filed by a

seeking relie

in the sourhes
varea. The coninsel of

i the petitiomner menticned
the plea b rie the
Supreme Court and

sought an urgent hearing,
and as ar erim relef,
sought te stay the demoli-
tion drive.
The court
said it will nat stay the
| drive, adding that ir
wiould take it up on Tues
day The court also issued
a notice to the Centre
Archacelogical Survey of
India. the DDA and oth
ersanthe ples  AGENCIES

however

said that the “central govern-
ment's ASI" had destroyed the
houses of mnovent people. He
alse sought Lind from the Centre
for rehabilitating the displaced
peaple

*_. the court should pay atten
tion to the fact that the central
government's ASl or DDA
should provide the land to the
Delhi government s that the
VLTTImENE Can come up
with a rehabilitanon plan on that
land and make an alternative
arrangement for these pruple to
live” said Bhardwayj

Isheat Khutven. from Pawma in
Bibuar, has bevn Tiving i the area
tor the past W) years

Khatoon, 50, sad that the
demolitien wok cwervone by sur-
prise, and alleged that it was ini-
tited withour ARY Prior ntma-
Hon A notice was given in Jin
uary but no drive was
undertaken: Dealers who sold us
the land said that our houses
were safe and nothing would
hiappen. More than three
ot bagsed smce the s
dvotice which gave us an impres-
ston chat our houses gre safe
However withour seneding a
fresh notice and giving us suffi
et e to vacate, bulldosers
started tazing down our hose,”
ableged Khatoon

She alleged that peaphe were
tracked into buying land by local
pobitichns and government offi-
Clals froan different agencles,
W were mever told that the
lind was government property
Why would anyone allow their
Il:qlrd-u:u'm'd MONCY go waste'r o
:l:lnuun) CANALCOMIE U with gy

complicity of officials
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Ridhima.Gupta@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: It was ironic but
on International Labour Day
on Monday, the housesof thou-
sands of unorganised labou-
rers were demolished in Tugh-
lagabad village in south Delhi.
Undeterred by the heavy rains
that brought the city to a halt,
the Archacological Survey
of Indiaand Municipal Corpo-
ration of India undertook the
second day of demolitions af-
ter Delhi High Court directed
the removal of encroach-
ments at the Tughlagabad
Fort areas last week,

Tughlagabad village had
theappearance of anapocalyvp-
tic landscape on Monday. with
furniture, clothing, household
items and toys strewn around
Most of the migrant workers
who had made homes there we-
re aghast, many of them still
weeping at their misfortune,
and almost all of them clai-
ming to have lived in that
jacality for many years, some
even three decades.

Standing on a mountain of
rubble, Sonia. 42, who came ©
Delhi from Mahoba in Uttar
Pradesh, said, “These are the
remains of my house | worked
longshiftsasa nurselosave mo-
ney and build a house formy wi-
dowed mother” Saying that the
majority of families were be-
low-poverty-line  households.
Snnia said, “The address on the
Aadhaar and ration cards of
most residents 1s this place.
Wi have voted in this locality
But now they are calling us en-
croachers, If the government
wants to punish those who took
over government land, they
should go after the people who

sold these plots o us.”

Many other families had
similarclaims. Indeed, it was
under the eyesof officialdom
that the houses came up. The
predominantly migrant fa-
milies bought land that was
affered tothem and they built
their houses, little knowing
that they had become illegal
secupiersof ASlla nd. Single
mother Varsha, 30, a domes-
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Sum Of All Tears As Bull

Amid Heavy Rain, Several Labourers Left Homeless At Tughlagabad

-
Tughlagabad village had the appea
with furniture, clothing, household

rance of an apocalyptic landscape,
items and toys strewn around

tic worker in Chittaranjan
Park, held up the electricity
bill and demanded to know
why, if they were illegally 1i-
ving there, had the govern:
ment provided her electricity

and water connections when
the house was built in 2019 on
aplot that cost her Rs 2lakh,
But there was no respite.
Even the Supreme Court refu-
sed on Monday to stay the de-

irdya Chartapadtyiy

v

malition drive, leaving the pec-
pledistressed. For Shipra Meh-
1a, 42, another domestic worker,
it's not even a year and a half
since she bought her house for
Rs 4 lakh. "I borrowed money
and used all my savings to buy
this house. My husband doesn’t
work so | single-handedly built
this house,” mourned Mehta,
eveing the ruins before her. Ac-
cusing civic officials of conni-
vance in their deception, Meh-
ta said she and others had been
regularly paying money to the
local cops and middlemen who
assured them nothing would
happen totheir houses.

The demolition of the de-
cades-old  informal  settle-
ment took place at short noti-
ce, catching most residents
with surprise. According to
ASIofficials, the orders were
ta clear thearea by Monday it-
self, "Wean't stop because of
therains,”said oneof them

Ajay Das and Kinki Das,

both from West Bengal, clai-
med that they wereat work on
Sunday, when the authorities
disconnected the power con-
nection and bulldozers lined
up the lane. “We were told to
empty the house in two ho-
urs, We gathered whatever
we could and stored it in the
open near the jungle. The ra-
inmust have damaged our be-
longings,” said Kinki.

Ajay, who is a driver, said
histwochildren, class T and X
students, would suffer more.
*0On Sunday, | was supposed to
attend the parent-teacher mee-
ting at my vounger son's scho-
ol but couldn’t. We can't even
send him toschool for a few da-
ys because my Kids' uniforms
are missing in the mavhem,"”
he said. Many other parents
tao fretted about their child-
ren's education. desperate as
they were first to find some ac
commdiarion before being ab-
letosend the kids toschool

dozers March In

Fort SC refuses to stay

demolition drive

Tinaes News NeTwork

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
on Monday refused to stay a de-
molition drive to remove encro-
achment from the Tughlagabad
area in south Delhi but agreed to
examine rehabilitation of encro-
achers and gave them an oprion
whether they wanted to shift to
Narela in north Dethi,

As the demolition was o,
senior advocate Colin Gonsal
ves, appearing for the resi
dents, rushed to the apex court
for an urgent hearing and he
mentioned the issue before Chi-
ef Justice D Y Chandrachud
whoasked him tomention it be
fore Justice Sanjiv Khanna's
bench in court number 7.

Gonsalves thenappeared be-
fore a bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and Justice M M Sund-
resh who agreed to grant him
out of turn hearing and asked
him to inform Dellu govern-
ment and took up the case. The
senior advocate contended that
the residents were living there

for the last 40 vears and they ha-
ve to vacate as it's government
land but pleaded that demoli-
rion be stopped till alternate ar-
rangement is made for them

The bench, however, said
that staving of the demolition
would have ernsequences and
such relief could not be granted.
Expressing ooncern over large
encroachment acruss the natio-
nal capital, the court said that
#0% land of Delhi Development
Authority has been encroached
and there is no land with Delhi
government for rehabilitation.

The bench said that if the
residents would like to shift to
Narela side then it can ask the
authoriry to rehabilitate them
there. “lf you want togo to Na-
rela side then we ask them to
accommodate vou there, Take
instruction.” the bench said
and posted the hearing for Tu-
esday It issued notices to the
Centre, Archaeological Sur-
vey of [ndia and Delhi Deve-
lopment Authority on the plea
filed by some residents.

ASI or DDA must provide land to
prepare rehab plan: Bharadwaj

New Delhi: Expressingconcernover thedemolitionof houses in
Tughlagabad Fortarea aspartof ananti-encroachrment drive. ur-
ban development minister Saurabh Bharadwaj on Monday said
the central government's Archaeological Survey of India {ASIH
or Delhi Development Authority showld provide land ro Delhi go-
vernment to prepare i rehabilitation plan and provide alternari-
ve housing totheaffected families.

Bharadwajalsosaid thataction should be taken against offici-
als whose negligence led to the encroachment and against the
land mafia who sold plots to the unsuspecting people in the area.

The minister claimed that "ASI failed to protect itsown land and
due to its carelessness and oversight, the land mafia sold the plots.”

“1f these houses are destroved, thousands of people will co-
me on the streets. Due o homelessness, people who have jobs
nearby and whose children attend nearby schools willdwell in
modest shanties on the city's flvovers and footpaths. This can
become a big problem for Delhi.” Bharadwaj said

Former depury CM Manish Sisodia had in February directed
chief secretary Naresh Kumar to identify a piece of land nearby
and preparea rehabilitation plan for the tamilies facing eviction
notice, There was no immediate reaction from the government if
the land was identified and a rehabilitation plan prepared. me
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The clean-up plan

~—Phase1
S/ 11km stretch between the
/ Signature Bridge and ITO

'y St_irted:Fehm!r_'ﬂz
IR Phase 2

\
s'g“’.t"m-’\ 11km stretch between IT0 and
Bridge Okhla barrage

It has been divided into three
parts — ITO to Nizamuddin bridge,
. Nizamuddin bridge to OND flyway,
) and DND flyway to Okhla barrage.
- Started: May 1

What is being done
Cleaning of Yamuna banks and

k. desilting of midstream muck
June'30: Deadline set for cleaning
of all ghats and floodplains
Agencies involved: the Delhi Jal
Board, DDA, PWD, DUSIB and others

2nd leg of Yamuna
cleaning begins
from ITO to Okhla

Sanjeev K Jha

sanjeev jha@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Cleaning work of the
Yamuna entered the second
phase on Monday covering the
likm stretch between ITO and
Okhla barrage, even as lieutenant
governor VK Saxena said that the
river ghats and floodplains
located within the city limits will
be cleared up by June 30.
Several agencies, including the
Delhi Jal Board, DDA, PWD, and
DUSIB, are involved in the clean-
up, which started with an 1lkm
stretch between the Signature
Bridge and ITO on February 12,
According to officials, the
cleaning operation in the second
phase will be different from the
firstas the current stretch has less
municipal solid waste (MSW) as
compared to the stretch between
Signature Bridge and ITO.
Meanwhile, LG Saxena, who
heads a committee formed by the
National Green Tribunal tasked to
look into Yamuna's pollution, said
that the ongoing cleaning opera-
tions in the Yamuna have led to
improvements in the river across
various parameters. “In the sec-
ond phase of cleaning operation,
we will focus on transformation
through cleaning of Yamuna
banks and desilting of midstream
muck. The cleaning of Najafigarh

drain has also yielded desired
results as the biological oxygen
demand (BOD) level in the drain
has shown a consistent decline...
Since the BOD levels in the stretch
falling in the second phase are
already less than the areas cov-
ered in the first phase, we'll put
more attention on desilting. For
this, we'll use a mechanised con-
veyor system,” Saxena said in a
statement.

Officials in the LG secretariat
said the second stretch has been
divided into three parts — [TO to
Nizamuddin bridge, Nizamuddin
bridge to DND flyway, and DND
flyway to Okhla barrage.

An official said that to measure
pollution levels, samples collected
from the stretch were sent to the
Detlhi Pollution Control Commit-
tee, the results of which are
awaited. "Like the first phase, all
the drains and sub-drains falling
into the river will also be trapped.
We'll also ensure treatment of 727
million gallons a day — 95% of the
sewage generated in Delhi — by
June 30, the official said.

Bhim Singh Rawat, 2 Yamuna
activist and a member of South
Asia Network on Dams, Rivers
and People, said focus should be
to control pollution. *,.we need to
trap all the drains so that no sew-
age or industrial waste reaches
the Yamuna,” he said.
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PWD to take up
beautification,
repair work on
Aurobindo Marg

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: The Public
Works Department (PWD)
will take up repairs and be-
autification of the entire
Aurobindo Marg and two
other South Delhiroads.

According to the PWD,
work will be done on the
bitumen layer of the road.
The central verge will
be repaired and footpaths
cleaned and repaired. whe-
rever required.

According to the PWD's
website, the last resurfacing
of the 4.38-km road was done
in 2008, the road was const-
ructed by the DDA and then
later handed over to the PWD.

The road starts from
Press Enclave Road T-Junc-
tion and ends at Anuvrat
Marg. In between, it passes
through Green Part Exten-
sionand Lado Saraiareas.

The South East Road di-
vision, along with this, will
see the same work at Har-
sukh Marg, also known as
Safdarjung Enclave Road.
This road is 2-km-long and
Chaudhary Jhandu Singh
Marg, which starts from
Africa Avenue Margand go-
es upto Raj Nagar red light,
is part of the same project.

Alltheroads are critical
to South Delhi commuters.

After that, the fresh layer
will be laid the thickness of
theroad will increaseandany
unevenness will be removed.

Aurobindo Marg cur-
rently has several spots
where there is waterlog-
ging, This and other issues
onthismainroad will be fix-
ed, according to PWD.



DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY

PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

—

i .
af feeehy |t e 21 @ 2023 ﬂﬂw

-

IR e AR R0 ket REAN _
g Akl ) i 3 e s e
st 3 g e 1 Zee WA AT 2]
A iz & v A, e

g freeht (ama) | e e A e )
fem feelt @ e weny 0 afernm g
e e 1 siqar w A eE B gHER
femny arayfd s wen st

aqrafd ooy dfata ) A gﬂ'ﬂf’ﬂ & ﬂ,’dﬁfw iﬁﬂé e 3 &
'I;'MI‘I .";;_ri.“.: T J{:{;m:'. '{'l W'H’Fﬁﬁ i Eg-grjg “h) f:i;ﬁi_. .;Irfp NEPR
arif st v g AmfeRl || A & At @@ MR A 4l 5 Hi B
A W Wz, vRdIE EE . Tm_ﬁ‘r'?_?”’:‘“ fr* % T
welmor (yrard) st feeed , WA ‘l"f“:ﬂ F mm;ﬂ' mﬁﬂqm 2::
fwm i ® Az | OG0T (RUWGNE) 3T faw i 2 T_ﬂﬂ fawel AT
y: Afeal # fom Adfeash AT,
st e Reeetr e wferesror oAl & foi Al 573
|ﬁ3 :I &, YRl SIS BH a_ﬂ m a,_{" :hﬁﬂ q%]'lﬁ*mlﬂ&l.’ﬁfﬁ F7, A

TR T 2 | A At

il e Wl & di e A : . A Ay
g ik 1A AR ) A S A A ARSI A A1 1,000 A7 A A R g 2 st

a1t & v 3o A A &1 T, 1,000 A fo gl o e | % AR
T, wHEE s free fagm e B AR 9 3 A F)

zA A a % A T

al

the pione

DATED-11 TUESDAY | MAY 2, 2023

i
Anti-encroachment '
drive in Tughlakabad:
resefle displaced -

people, says Saurabh
STAFF REPORTER m NEW DELHI

T}u: Delhi government has
expressed concern over the
rehabilitation of thousands of
r affected due to the demo-
ition in Tughlakabad area of
south Delhi byof t‘i};
Archaeological Survey of Indi
(ASI) and demanded that an
alternative arrangemént or

rehabilitation plan put in place

before demolition. «

Delhi Urban Development
Minister Saurabh Bhardwaj
also demanded that the Centre
(ASI and the DDA) should pro-
vide land to the Delhi govern-
ment, so thaj the Delhi
Government can prepare a
rehabilitation plan and make
alternative arrangements for
the living of these innocent
people.

Bharadwaj said that the
Delhi government will move an
application in the Supreme
Court with a plea that action
should be taken against officials
involved in allowing encroach-
ment. /

- “The Delhi
will say the same ﬁ:::;Em
the Supreme Court that it is
for the central

government
to destroy the houses of these
people, but the task of rehabil-
itating them is huge.

We want that instead of
taking action aﬁ:.mst innocent
people, action should be taken
against those officials, whose

igence led to the encroach-
ment of these lands and people
who earned crores of rupees”

“Innocent le have built
houses here by buying land
without knowing it. Today, by |
destroying their houses, a big

| crisis is being created for Delhi

and the people of Delhi.

The central government
should have sympathy towards
the poor people. Bhardwaj said
that a major crisis loomin
large for the riational Capit
and the people of Delhi who
facing removal of their resi-

dential structures by ASL. -,

y &) &
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