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DDA demolition drive in Mehrauli

NEW DELH!
SATURDAY

FEBRUARY 11, 2023

HT Correspondent
htreporters@h industantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) on Friday
demolished several three- and
four-storey structures that had
come up illegally on the agency’s
land in the Aam Bagh, Brijwasi
colony area of Mehrauli. evoking
sharp reactions from the local
residents who said they were not
given any prior notices

A joint team of DDA officials,
and police personnel reached the

Ghousiya slum colony area in the

morning with a bulldozer, and

first started demolishing shanties
near a local mosque. Then. the
team reached Brijwasi Colony,

C-block. where they demolished

at least one building fully, and

partially removeda couple of oth-
 ers, officials aware of the action
said on Friday.

Officials said the drive may
continue on Saturday.

A DDA spokesperson, how-
ever, did not share the exact num-
ber of buildings and shanties that
were targeted on Friday.

The area is located close to the
Mehrauli Archaeological Park.
While some of the land here
belongs to DDA, some other
stretches on which buildings and
shanties have come up over the
last decade are owned by the
Archaeological Survey of India
and the Wagf Board.

DDA had issued an order for
demolition of these structures last
year. In December 2022, DDA
pasted a demolition order dated
December 12 on various houses in
the area stating that government/
DDA land of village Ladha Sarai
falling in various khasras in the
area was encroached upon by
unauthorised occupants.

“The said land is part of Meh-
rauli Archaeological Park and the
existing unauthorised encroac h-
mentisa hindrance tothe devel-

ent of the Mehrauli Archaeo-
logical park. Therefore, all unau-
thorised encroachers are liable o
be evicted from the governme nt
DDA land,” said the demolition
order issued by the horticulture

sparks protest, detentions,
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DDA carried out demolition of illegal structures in ward number 8 of Mehrauli. Some shanties in
Ghousiya slum colony and buildings in Brijwasi Colony were targeted on Friday. VIPINKUMAR/HTPHOTOS

LB

Gorana said that Friday's drive
entailed the demolition of multi-
storeyed buildings.

“The court has given a stay on
the demolition of structures on
khasra no. 115, Despite the stay. if
DDA carried out demolition on
Saturday, we will gherao DDA
office,” he added.

e Delhi high court, mean-

noting that the counsel for the
authorities, including Delhi
Urban Shelter Improvement
Board (DUSIB) and DDA, did not
have complete instructions on
Friday.

Sabra Begum, a resident of
Ghousiya Colony, who has lived
in the area for the past 20 years, is
among the hundreds of people in

belongs to them, however, we
have been living here for decades
now. Our ration card and all other
documents are also issued on the
address where we now live. lf at
all the status of the land was con-
tested, why did no one do any-
thing in all these years when peo-
ple were constructing high-rise
buildings in the area.” said Sabra.

politics

tors Somnath Bharti and Naresh
Yadav also supported the resi-
dents and described the DDA
action as illegal. They were
among the five people who were
later detained by the police.

“We received a demolition
notice in December first. After
that, a representation was sentto
the DDA by residents in which we
informed the body that as per a
2017 land demarcation, our prop-
erty didn't fall into the DDA area.
However, another recent demoli-
tion notice was issued on Febru-
ary 3. and it was only served to us
on Thursday evening, On Friday
morning, they started demolition.
While one building was demol-
ished completely, others were
partially demolished. The entry
gate of one building was dam-
aged.” said Sumana Singha. a resi-
dent whose house is located on
the street in which demolition
was carried out on Friday.

Singha said that her family was
trying to secure a court notice but
there was a fear that the agency
might continue with demolition
on Saturday.

Senior ASI officials said that
they were not involved in the
demolition drive carried out on
Friday.

The Aam Aadmi Party blamed
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
for the demoliton. AAP MLA and
MCD in-charge Durgesh Pathak
claimed that since the BJP has
lost the MCD elections. the party
is targeting the poor.

“BJP is making poor Delhi resi-
dents pay for its defeat in the
MCD elections by bulldozing
thousands of slums in Delhi, Peo-
plcdm Mehrauli were seen
and begging in front of poli
BJP to stop the demoliﬁ[{?rﬁ‘f? :;ln;
had won the elections, nothing
would've happened,” Pathak said

A BJP spokesperson did not
comment on Pathak's allegations.
__ A senior police officer said

"We detained around five people
and removed them from the dem-
olition spot since they were creat-
ing a ruckus and obstructing gov-
ermment officials. All of them
wete later released. No case has

3 DDA. whllt‘,lol'ﬂl‘t'l.‘d a status quo on the locality who received the
v &V;‘?:;:r Gorana, convencr,  demlition action as Some res demolition order in December.  AAP MLAs detained ?r:o'em; red. Nearly 600 police
oS -ash Samiti d_t-m.s of slum cluster, lnlluu§!ya Whil_c her house was not touched  Residents in C-Block, Brijwasi hwann(;l gmwere deployed in the
thatthe Waquaard.AbI and  Colony, rushed to the court. The — on Friday, she said that DDA Colony. protested against the  contin el-duw‘Th“’dl‘i\"ewi]]
said thal 7 edin variouscourt  high cours listed th; e II(: might come again for demoli- ~ drive. Aam Aadmi Party’s Mal-  amid e rtlomorm‘f" (Saturday)
DDA idents of the area. further hearing on February 14, tions. DDA says that the land  viya Nagarand Mehraulilegisla-  ments* W Sechriy arrange-
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AMID DDA DEMOLITION DRIVE

Squeezed between EMIs & bulldozers,

Mehrauliresidents have nowhere to

-

VIDHEESHA
KUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 12

FROM A single mother to sole
breadwinners of middle-class
migrant families, several resi-
dents of Mehrauli are in despair.
Their houses under the shadow
of a demolition drive by the Delhi
Development Authority, many
fear the EMIsof home loans they
have taken would haunt them for
the next decade or more.

Asthedrive continued for the
third day on Sunday. a group of
residents, including women,
were detained for protesting
against police and DDA officials.

While locals alleged they
were thrashed, police denied this.
“They (residents) were obstruct-
ing DDA personnel and police.
Ssome women threw chilli pow-
der at the police. A few were de-
tained. Swuitable legal action will
be taken,” said a senior police of-
ficer. They were released later.

On Sunday, Manjula Kumari
(40), who bought a 2BHK flat in
Pearl Residency, a multi-storey
building in Andheria Mo, stood
outside the complex with other
residents. Next to them was rub-
ble from a five-storey building that
was partially demolished two
days ago. For the moment, their
building, along witha few others.
has managed fo procure astay or-
der from the High Court ill
February 16. The court’s slatus uo
is for 8 plot numbers in ward 8.

A single mother of three,
Kumari moved to Delhi in 2019
for her children'seducation. She
works as 4 government em-

loyee with the CRPF alnd 1S cur-
P ntly postedin Chandigarh. Her
2 nts and her children live in
F;er;guse she bought whiie she
i larly. “On Friday, my
ts regu
vis hter came home from
da;gol and called me crying
:Eout the bulldozers demolish-

s AT s

ke ] - 9

(Clockwise from top) Sunday marked day 3 of the drive: Pooja Das and Rajeev Ranjan said their homes are legal. Gajendra Yadav

ing the building nearby. | took
leave and got here as soon as|
could... [Thave put inalll have into
this house. There has been no
electricity for two days and we
have not eaten anything." said
Kumari, who hails from Bihar.

She said she took a loanof Rs
28 lakh from agovernment bank
for the flat, which cost Rs 30 lakh.
The EMI will now go on for the
next 17 years and she has been
paying about Rs 25,000 every
month. Kumari said shewll stop
paying the EMI and go to court
to fight this injustice.

Residents also expressed
concerns about their cluldren's
upcoming Board examinations
and how their studies have been
disrupted.

Rajeev Ranjan, a resident of
Pearl Resicdlency for two years now,
said: “We have aregistiy, We paid
the money by taking loans from
government banks, We are all
middle-class working people and
cannot afford to buy a house if
Ioans are not sanctioned. How can
you call this illegal if we hold all
government documents?”

The 38-year-old works at a pii-
vateTT firm in Noida and lives with
his wite, seven-year-old son and
eldery father at thei 2BHK house.
He s the sole breadwinner.

Ranjantook a loanof about Rs
265 lakh tor the Hlat and pays an
EMIof Rs 21,000 per month, cur-
rently atan interest rate of 9.4%,
which he sl will last for the next
20years. “Thisis my hard-eamed

money. We saved for four-five
years to make this home for our-
selves. We can't leave unless there
isa solid decision from the court,
We can't afford to rent out a new
house with the ongoing EMI, we
are not even sure whether we will
be able to pay our EMI back,” said
Ranjan, who hails from Bihar.

He said 12 out of 13 home-
owners in his apartment com-
plex have taken a loan,

Some expressed disappoint-
ment at their homes being
tagged as ‘jhuggis”. “The media is
calling our home a jhuggi, an
unauthorised colony,” said John,
who hails from Darjeeling.

Hesaid he took aloanof Rs 25
lakh from a private bank, at a
higher interest rate of 12.5%, to

—

buy a 2BHK flat in Pear|
Residency. "At the age of 45, | have
no strength or means to make ex..
tra money. | have absolutely ng
idea what to do next,” he sajd,
Several residents alsg sold
their gold to buy a house in the
]ocalllry. One such person was
Pooja Das (38) from Kolkata, A
single mother who works asa
cook at homes in Delhi, she bor-
rowed about Rs 9 lakh from her
relatives and sold gold to buy a
I1BHK flat worth Rs 15 lakh in
Greens Apartment. “People ara
calling this a jhuggi Jhopdi. w,
have a proper registry: the guve
emment has levied stamp dypy,
we hold electricity and w;, o
bills, and we pay house tax. Hter
canthis beillegal?” pag asked,
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s Bulldoz
esidents Questi

‘Flats Registered, Houses Financed By Banks

Abhinav.Rajput
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The demolition
drive undertaken by Delhi
Development Authority in
Mehrauli on Friday saw
hundreds of people coming
outinprotestagainsttheland
owning agency for first per-
mitting constructions to
“prosper through corrup:
tion” and then threatening
them with demolition.

DDA demolished twnshan-
ties and a five-storey unoccu-
pied building in Mehrauli
When thedrive moved further
into the area, the residents of
around eight housing comp-
lexes. each with 15-25 flats, gat-
hered on the road to prevent
further razing and then appro-
ached a court for relief.

The residents said that
they were being penalised for
nofaultof theirsastheirflats
had been built in the past five
vears under the very nose of
the administration. In its no-
tice to the residents, DDA sa-
id the reason for the demoli-
tion was that the land on
which the houses were built
was partof the Mehrauli Ar-
chaeological Park.

Gagan Deep, who lives in
Pear] Residency. said, “This
society's construction was
completed in 2020 and we
purchased the flat in 2021
Where was DDA in the years
when the flats were being
constructed? Even when we
registered the property and
paid the municipal tax, no
one told us anything, so it
cannot beour fault.”

Most flats on the lane whe
re the demolition exercise
was carried out are five to se

i New Delhi: AAP has targeted
| BJP uver the DDA demolition
" drive in Mehrauli, alleging it is
reminiscent of the British era
when people were punished for
not supporting them.
AAP's corporation in.char-
ge, Durgesh Pathak, alleged,
“BJP's central agencies are bu-
sy destroying the entire area of
Mehrauli. Many videos have
come from Mehrauli where pe-

S OF INDIA, NEW DELI
—_ SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11?%;'::
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Phatos: Anindya Chattopadhyay

ven years old. Jyoti Dandwal
of Green Apartments said,
“We purchasedour flatfroma

builder. DDA carried outade-
marcation in 2014, but is now
saying its demarcation of

drive is reminiscent of

ople are crying and begging in
front of police and BJP to stop
this atrocity, AAP opposes this;
no matter what happens, we
will notallow asingle structure
to bedemolished ™

The BJP did not respond to
theallegations

Pathak said, " Before every
election, BIF promises to build
pakka houses for people. But
BJP and iis agencles are now

going around uprooting the ho-
uses of those who reside in
{huggis." He added, “Previous-
|y, somethinglikethisonly hap-
pened under the colonial rule,
when after the 1857 First War of
Independence, the Britishers
destroyed the houses of free
dom fighters. A dangerous
trend is being set by BJP where
they are telling people ‘iff you
do not vote fur us, this is what

2021istherightone.” KN Bha-
gat, who lives in Lajwanti Re-
sidency,said hespenthisenti-

ers Roll In Mehrauli,
on Why Now

* DDA Action Triggers Protest

re pension fund of RS 30 lakh
to purchase his flat in 2018.

"When it was being const-
ructed, DDA people did come
to the site. But why did they
not stop the building then? It
hasa lift and everyone Knows
a lift can be installed o_rll_g-r
with permission of the civic
agencies. If the building was
illegal. howdidthis happen?”
he fumed.

Sumana Singha purcha-
sed a flat in Green Apart-
ments in 2019. The society ca-
me up in 2016. “Why are
they snatching people’s ho-
mes? We followed the legal
procedure by applying for
electricity connection, get-
ting the flat registered, etc.
What wrong did we do?”
Singhaasked. “Also, what de-
velopment does DDA envisa-
ge by depriving thousands of
their homes?"”

The incensed residents of
theeightapartment complex-
esnotonly gotthedemolition
drive halted. butalso later got
a stay order from Delhi High
Court. Thecourt willhearthe
matter on February 16.

DDA defended sending
the demolition nortices to the
residents by saying it was do-
ne in compliance with court
directions. A senior agency
official said thatasurvey was
carried out in 2021 and the
area falling under the Meh-
rauli Archaeological Park
was demarcated. “This is a
protected area, and the whole
parcel of land belongs to the
archaeological park,"” the of-
ficial said. “The demarcation
of forest land was completed
as per court orders, It was fol-
lowing this that the demoli-
tion action was planned.”

British era, claims AAP

wecandotoyou'”

Delhi Development Autho-
rity demolished two shanties,
following which residents ma-
naged tosecureatemporary re-
lief from the court. A DDA offi
cial said the demolition was be-
ing done on a court order after
demarcating the forest land
and only unauthorised occupa
tions were being removed

Sourcessaid that while eight

societies had got relief, action
would continue in other areas.
Fnllpwmg a petition by Indian
National Trust for Art and Cul-
tural Heritage in July 2019, Del-
hi High Court directed that the
area under Mehrauli Archaeo-
logical Park befreed from encro-
achment. It also cautioned that
no construction activity would
be allowed in the area without
its permission. mw
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{ METRO } IN MEHRAULI

DDA demolition drive
targets illegal houses

T
i

An
by the Delhi Development Autharity in the Mehrauli
Archaeological Park area amid police security on
Friday, triggering protest from various local residents
and a blame game between the AP and the BJP. The
action was taken under a demalition drive, which will
be carried out till March 9, officials said. It comes a
month ahead of a G20 meeting set to be hosted at
the archaeological park. "Anotice was issued last
December and it was pasted on walls to alert people,’
asenior official in the DDA said. P4
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BJP REPLICATING WHAT BRITISH DID: AAP

Mehrauli tense amid
DDA demolition drive

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 7

THE DELHI Development Auth-
ority (DDA) Friday demolished
several shanties and multi-storey
buildings situated on the border
of Mehrauli Archaeological Park
in Ladha Sarai village, amid po-
lice security, triggering protests
by residents and prompting an
attack on the BJP by AAP.

According to the DDA, the
land in question belongs to them
and has been encroached on.

The AAP hit out at the BJP, ac-
cusing it of reneging on its poll
promisesof ‘JahanJhuggi, Wahan
Makaan'. AAP MLA Durgesh
Pathak said the BJP was replicat-
ing what the British did during
their rule: “During Revolt of 1857,
those Indians who supported rev-
olutionaries were hanged and
their homes demolished. Today,
the BJP is repeating the same in
Delhi No matter what happens,
we won't allow asingle slumtobe
demolished.” The BJP spokesper-
son refused to comment.

The DDA comes under the
BJP-led Centre.

Locals living in apartments
and builder floors near the dem-
olition site said the DDA issued
notices saying their houses are
situated on government land
and will be demolished.

Vicky Shah,who livesin Forest
View apartments, said, “Around
8.30am, DDA officials came along
with police and cranes and de-
molished two-three multistorey
apartment buildings near Aulia
Masjid at Andheria More and a
punch of shanties near the ar-
chaeological park. There are sev-
eral buildings and apartments in
this area and many of us have

The drive sparked protests by residents. Amit Mehra

beenissued a notice saying there
is some demarcation issue and
that our houses are situated on
government land. We have filed
a petition in court because the
DDA notice said the buildings will
be demolished on February 16.1
bought this flat with my hard-
earned money last year, where
will I go with my family?”
Locals also alleged police
lathi-charged residents when
they protested against the drive,
According to a police officer,
these flats are illegally con-
structed on DDA, WaqfBoard and
ASl land. “The drive was carried
out by DDA's horticulture depart-
ment. They requested police sup-
port to maintain law and order
and control the crowd. Residents
held protests,” the officer said.
According toanotice issued by
the deputy secretary, horticulture
department, DDA: "Whereas, it
has been found that govern-
ment/DDA land of village Ladha
Sarai whichfallsin Khasraareen-
croached upon by unauthorised

occupants. The saidland is part of
the Mehrauli Archaeological Park
and the existing unauthorised en-
croachment is a hindrance to the
development of the.. Park.
Therefore, all unauthorised en-
croachers are liable to be evicted
from government/DDA land.”

HC orders ‘status quo’
on 400 jhuggis and
apartment in area

The High Court Friday or-
dered status quowithrespectto
400 jhuggis in Ghosiya slum
colony in Mehrauli. A single
judge bench of Justice Manmeet
Pritam Singh Arora was hearing
a pleamoved by dwellers of the
colony. Justice Arora heard an-
other plea moved by 17 persons
living in an apartment in
Mehrauli's ward 8. “In view of
the fact that Khasra No. 1151/3
min finds no mention in demo-
linonorder, itisdirected that sta-
tus quo be maintained... until
next date of hearing,” he said.
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HC status quo
on demolition
of slum cluster

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi High Court
on Friday ordered status quo
on Delhi Development Autho-
rity’s demolishing of a slum
cluster in Mehrauli area.

The single bench of Justice
Manmeet Pritam Arora direc-
ted DDA to maintain the status
quo on Ghosiya Slum Colony
till February 14. The slum clus-
ter houses 400 jhuggis.

“In light of the averment
that Ghosiya Slum Colony is a
jhuggi cluster duly enlisted in
the list published by the Delhi
Urban Shelter Improvement
Board (DUSIB) on its official
website, which records 400
jhuggis, as also the 2015 policy,
and the fact that the respon-
dents do not have instructions
in the matter, the respondents
are directed to maintain the

status gquo with respect to
the 400 juggis until the next da-
teof hearing.”

Thebench, whilelisting the
matter for hearing on Februa-
ryl14,directed theauthoritiesto
file their written submissions
on or before February 13.

The court was hearing a
plea moved by Gosiya Colony
Sewa Samiti which said the

slum colony appeared on a list
published by the DUSIB in 2018.
The counsel mentioned the
Delhi Urban Slum and Rehabi-
litation and Location Policy
2015 and submitted that since
DDA is the land-owning agen-
cy, it is obliged to rehabilitate
theresidents priortotheirevic-
tion. The counsel said no evic-
tion notice wasserved on them.
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More buildings razed in Mehrauli,

govt asks DDA to stop de

Sadia Akhtar

sadia.akhtar@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) continued
its demolition drive for the second
day on Saturday in Mehrauli's
Aam Bagh area, razinga four-sto-
rey building and five structures
nearby even as Delhi revenue min-
ister Kailash Gahlot directed the
district magistrate (South) to con-
duct a fresh demarcation of the
fand in the area and inform the
landowning agency aboutit

The Delhi government has
asked the DDA to stop the demo-
lition drive, Gahlot said on Sat-
urday evening.
< DDA partially demolished a
couple of houses, some of those
were under-construction, and
some shanties in the same area on
Friday.

Teamns of DDA officials
first brought down the
four-storey structure,
Orchid Apartments,
amid protests by resi-
dents of the building
and other local
residents. Then,
at around

4.30pm, the
agency's bulldozers
ed ahead in the Jharna
grea in the vicinity of the apart-
ment, and demolished around
four to five houses there.
; Inawritten statement on Satur-
day, DDA said that it had started a
drive from Friday for the removal
of encroachment from the DDA
land of Ladha Sarai Village falling
within the Mehrauli Archaeologi-
cal Park, and around 1, 200 square
metres of land has been reclaimed.

¥

Residents protest DDA’s demolition drive on Saturday. RAIKRAVHT

Theagency added that a demar-
cation exercise had been carried
.out on the directions of the
Delhi high court in the
presenceof DDA and the
Wagf Board represent-
atives by the state
revenue depart-
ment in December
2021. 1t said the aim
of the current
drive was to
“reclaim
encroached gov-
ermment land for use
by citizensas a park”,
Residents, however, said thata
2017 land demarcation exercise
did not include the areas where
the demolition was belng carried
out. “Buildings are not
in one day. Why did DDA and
other agencies not say anything
when they were being con-
structed? Why did the revenue
department not inform residents

when the fresh demarcation was
carried out? This is a nexus
between politicians from all par-
ties and DDA officials who col-
luded with builders and are now
making us suffer,” said a resident,
who asked not to be named.

Gahlot on Saturday said several
people from the area have come to
him with complaints about the
ongoing demolition drive.

“Many residents of Village
Ladha Sarai have represented
against DDA's demolition drive on
the basis of faulty demarcation. |
have advised Divisional Commis-
stoner & DM south to carry out
fresh demarcation in the presence
of affected persons,” Gahlot
tweeted.

Gahlot said the earlier demar-
cation was conducted without
serving any notices to the occu-
pants. “In a meeting on Friday, it
wasadmitted by revenue officials
that before the demarcation of the

molition

khasra in question, no notice was
served to the occupants, and obvi-
ously there was no participation of
the said occupants at the time of
conducting the said demarcation.”
the minister said.

Zeenat Parveen, a mother of
three children. who lived on the
top floor of the Orchid Apart-
ments, said, “Last night, at around
Spm, two police officials came to
our house and asked us to vacate it
by morning. How can one vacate
an entire house at such short
notice? We have documnents, land
registry, and other identity cards
issued on this address yet DDA
demolished the building without
any notice,” said Parveen.
lies. Raju Khertala’s family was
among them.

Khertala, whose daughter is \to
get married later this month, was
distraught "My daughter’s wed-
ding is in two weeks from now. We
are helpless and don't know what
to do anymore. How do we con-
tinue with the wedding when our
house was razed in front of us?,”
said Khertala

Sahira Bano, 60, said that her
mother-in-law had a ration card
issued to the address of the house
that was demolished near the
Jharna locality. “Now, we don't
know how we will stay here at
night in the open,” said Bano.

According to DDA's letter to
deputy commissioner of police
(south), the drive will continue till
March 9 or till the completion of
the demolition programme. Resi-
dents at Andheria Mor. where the
demolition order was pasted in
December, also started a sit-in pro-
test on Saturday evening.
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Abhinav.Rajput #1imesgroup.com

New Delhi: Mehrauli remained tense on
Saturday with people agitatingas Delhi De-
velopment Authorit continued its demoli.
1100 exercise, which had begun on Friday
While 10 apartment complexes had acqui:
red a court stay order against any demoli-
tion, DDA saidthat the drive was necessary
sincethelznd on whichthe houses were bu-
Ut was government lafd and had ASl-pro-
tected monuments sizedon it

While the court order was respected.
DDA demolished houses and shanties
thatr did not have the court’s protection

on Saturday After the Orchid Apartment
walls were brought down, several shantles
werealso razed

Hort Lal, resident of Orchid, said, "My
flat was built in 2019 and we purchased it in
2022, Since the registration wasdone by Del-
hi government. we thought everything was
above board. Now we find purselves on the
road. My three children and two daughters.
inlawdon’thavea roof above their heads ™

Residents had a common complaint
that no illegality was pointed out to them
when the buildings were being built over
the past six-seven vears under the very no-
se of the administration. “All government
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Stay for a few, Mehrauli demolition continues

DDA Says Drive Essential As Houses Are On Govt Land, Residents Claim No Illegality Was Ever Pointed Out

While the court order was respected,
DDA demolished houses and
shanties that did not have the
court's protection on Saturday

agencies are fully aware. Our houses were
registered by Delhi povernment,” said an
irked Raju Khertla, whose apartment was
torn down. Khertla, who irons clothes for a
living, said, *1 sold & house in Sangam Vi-
har to purchase this flat for Rs 15 lakh, My
daughter's marriage is on February 23 and
look at my state.”

Jyoti Dangwal, who lived ina nearby so

Ab|
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A duy after Delhi
Development Authority car-
riedouta demolition drive in
Mehrauli that led to large-
scale protests by the resi
dents, revenue minister Kai-
lash Gahlot on Saturday or-
dered a fresh demarcation to
be conducted in thearea,

Gahlot has directed the
district magistrate(South) o
carry out a fresh demarca-
tionexerciseof Mehrauli Ar-
chaeological Park situated in
village Ladha Sarai, said Del
hi government

Several shanties and a co-
uple of apartments were de-
molished during the drive,
DDA earlier stated that theex-
ercise was being carried out
in compliance with court di-
rections. In itsnotice tothe re-
sidents, DDA said the reason
for the demolition was that
the land on which the houses
were built was part of Meh
roull Archasological Park

clety similarly asked, “If it wasillegal, why
wasn't the construction stopped? If work
had been halted, people wouldn't have pur-
chased the flats at that time.” Amit Chaud-
hary, resident of Pearl Residency. which
has got a court stay order, added, "Because
registry work wasn't difficult, people were
prompted tobuy the flas ™

On Saturday, people parked their cars
across the road to deny passage 10 the bull:
dozer. DDA said, “All stakeholders, inclu.
ding Delhi government. have been on bo-
ard in the run up to this long pending, co-
urt-mandated demolition. A demarcation
exercise to identify the extent of unautho
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rised and illegal encroachments construc
tion, had been carried out in Decem ber 2021
as per thedirection af Delhi High Court by
the revenue department in the presence of
DDA and Wagf Board representatives ™

DA said that it had reclaimed 1.200
square metres of government land. A noti-
ce dated December (2 had directed the en-
croachers to remove all the unauthorised
construction from the land in question wit
hin 10 days. On many occasions. Delhi has
directed the government authorities to se-
cure. protect and preserve land falling un-
der the Mehrauli Archaeclogical Park
from encroachments,

Govt orders new demarcation study;,
alleges occupants were kept in dark

s

Saral. is adensely populated
area. Buildings and residen-
tial houses in the village are
very old. It was admitted by
revenue officials that before
the demarcation, no notice
was served to the ocoupants
and obviously there was no
participation of the occu-
pants at the time of condue-
ting the demarcation. Thus,
itisapparent that the demar-
cation has been conducted
by keeping the occupants in
dark and no hearing of any
nature whatsoever was gi-
ven to the aggrieved per-
sons,” Gahlotclaimed.

~ He has ordered that du-
ring the fresh demarcation
exercise, the residents who
are likely to get affected may
beasked to remain present for
fairness and transparency,

A senior DDA official told
TOIthat demarcation isaqu
asi judicial operation. “In
this case, the DM or SDM can
re-examine |t but only to the
extent that whether the cor-

Owver 10 apartment comp .-:- :::t: ml‘:eajrbnfah:faﬁﬂz
lexes have, however, faken a : They cannat change the deci-
stay arder from Delhi High Co- 0 jgs notice, DDA sald the reason for the demalition was that the land on 540N based on some other gro-
urt. The court will hear their pich the houses were built was part of Mehrauli Archaeological Park  Und or just because they feel
matter-on January 16 and 18, that the ares hasnow been in.

Gahlotallegedthatthede- turday, the minister called issued notices o individuals  habited " he asserted
marcation had been condue  for a meeting of the officials  while carrying out the de- DDA sarlier stated that
ted by keeping the occupants  concernedover thematter In - marcation exercise” thedemaolition would bedone

in dark and without serving
any hotices (o them On Sa.

the meeting. It was observed
that “the departmen! had not

“It 15 an admitted posi-
tion that the village, Ladha

as per the demarcation re-
port prepared in 2021

y
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In Mehrauli, homes, dreams crumble

Amid DDA demolition of their homes, residents ask why authorities are targeting them now after being oblivious for years

HARIGOVIND
NEW DELH FEBRUASY 11

RAJU KHARTLA and Horee Lat
residents of 4 four-stonsy, buld
g Mehraul, stood on the mad
amid their possessions as the
Delhu Develogment Authonty
DDA pulied the walls of then
building doswn on Sarunday
By everun the buakdang had
Spmg hodes whete the walls once
were. revealsg J ook, J cupboard,
4 painting and calendar on the
walll and curtains still ving in
some of the 10 homes that were
hastily vacated in the moming
Raght outsde the buidding Onchud
ADIITment SEVSers, Martretses
and utertsils lay on the gound.
“A month ago, SOme NODees
were uck n the localiny But we
dedn’t know what that was
about Last mght. around 9 prm,
Pt policemen came and tokd us
we will have to vacate and the
busiding will be demolished the
* next mormang. Nothing could be
moved overnighr and. in the
morrung, the CRPF. police and
DDA officals were hene to empey
the buiding ~ sasd Khartla's son-
in=law Kuldeep Phartyal 34
Khartla. 57, irons clothes for
4 lrangand was preppeng for hes
daughter's wedding, scheduled
for February 23 Khartla and his
famuty of four had sold another
property in Sangam Vihar and
baught the flat around three-
four years 4go at acost of anound
s 17 lakh, he said “We didn't
thunk there was amything illegal
about thus. The propeTTy s reg-
stered.” he added
Lal. 55, a halwar moved inio
the bualding bout J yedr ago It
was Fegstered ) Ty SOn's name.
Flats in the buillding cost any=
‘wheTe befween Rs 18 Lakhand 22
Liich, For wark. ! moved here from
AgT3 Where we Nave some agr-
cultural Tand ~ sand Lal whose
famuly of around 10 rved in &
2BHK in the buldirg, BothKhank
and Lal were unsure sbout where

All 10 wrats in the buildng were
orcupeed. resadents said

I addetion i the midh-shorey
building, two  earthmovers
warked together 1o brng down
three sraller hormes i the neygh-
bourhood Saturday Among them
were resadents who were n-
censed that some of the ather
muin-stoney buildmgs in the ara
had managed to procure a stay
order from the High Court, whike
therr homes were demohshed
The High Court's starus quo order
came far eight plot numbers in
ward 8 Meheaul

Shaheen 22, whose house

was pulled down, sad, “Our
houses are already gone, and
Ithveere were af least 11 people Iv-
ing here. What was the paint of
ordenng 4 halt on the demotiion
20T 1T was Gone? e been Inang
since | was born and the house
Tus been around for longer.™
O Saturday afternoon, Reeba
Safi, 34, and her daughier Aleena
emphied their house, the latter
carmying the books she needed for
the upcoming class 12 exams
“They came in the aftemoon and
told us 1o vacate the house.
Notices were 1ssued some nime
g, bt whiere are we to g0 7 Now
w'll hae 1o fonok for something
anrent. The begger buildumgs have
got a stay and our hames have
wone,” sad Reeba, who Ines wath
three daughters and a son and
works n a beaury parlour A por-
non of their house was demol-
wshed on Saturday everung.
Arcund 4 prm, acommunsca-

won (rom the Delhugovernment
sand that Revenue Minister
Kakish Cahlor hasordensd frash
demarcationto be conducted in
the disputed area and that the
“Kejniwal government intes

shanties and mulni-storey
buildings

B Authoniry says land
involved in demalition is
“government/DDA” land of
Ladha Sarai village and is
part of Mehrauli
Archacalogical Park

W Residents stage protest

B HC orders status quofor
Eplot numbers inward 8

FEB 11

5 buildings. shanties
demolished as of Saturday
evening

m Delhi Revenue Minister

Kailash Gahlot directs
District Magistrate {South)

During the DDA demolition drive a1 Mehrauli, Saturday.

Phutas: Proveen Khanna

venes in Mehrauli demolition
drve: asks DDA to stop demoli-
tion”. Nevertheless, demalition
contnued oll around 6 pen. The
CRPF, police, DDA officials and
earthmovers left by 6 pm. leav-
ing rubble behind

Cahlot has direcred the
[nstrict Magastrate| South o con-
duict fresh demarcaonof the Land
i the area and ensure people wha
are fikely to be affected are pres-
ent during the exercise. A com-
muncation from Gahlot's office
il that the minister had recenved
o epresentahons onthe matter
from Malviya Nagar MLA
Somnath Bhasts and resdents of
the Ladha Sara willage, and &
meenng of offinals was helid.

I was also stated i the sud
e presentations thar demarca
non carmied out by the Revenue
Depariment was illegal and
woid-ab-imitio and was neither
done inaccordanoe with law nor
the principles of natural pstice
were followed prior o the

that status que be maintdined,
rredreahile, rermaim.J vermed kot
Mot Frvee s o i ofF e senicl
ey had o Fea o 1o s iy i
busldings were ilagal Resdents
i rmeltple Buskdirgs i the area
‘were unsure Jboul whether they
shewilel pregane o me ot de-
spite the court oeter

O Saturday. these Baldings
had the court order pasted on th
witlls putsade, At Pear] Risidendy,
which hes down 3 nartow kine
with a row of feur-frve storey
buildings. Amit Chaudhury 34,
o wirksat an MNC said the
property stself was fve years old.
“The notxce that waes padted onthe
wills on December 12 did nat
menhion the khasra number that
our property hes . [Pson the ba-
505 of this That we've gof the stay,
Our properties are registered
Electnicity and water supply was
cut brefly yesterday before the
status quoorder, said Chaudhiery

The building has around 15
flats witha single one costing
arcund Rs 35 lakh. Chaudhury
said the builders of the muln-
storey buildings in the area were.
all different but were mostly lo-
cal buafders from Mehrauli Pear

Have aloananat The EMIwas. in
Tt st pusdd yearerday We were
Iwvang o renat sm Chhatarpug b
for " sand Sheetal anemployes
dt @ privite company.

Shevtal abso wnd the bualdery
were frorn Mehyanl and that they
had heard of the howses in the
Ibudding by word of meuth

It a release. the DDA sad a
demalition arder wae pasted on
December 12 2022 asarg tore-
miree unauthorsed constrscuon
Frosmehe kan i 0 days The DDA
Pz el the Lard mvobeed in the
demoliti s gove mment! DDA
fand o Ladha Saras villege and 15
[part of the Mebhraul Archasalo-
i Park. howsng around 55 pro-
tected monumenits. The drme o
clear “encroachments™ began on
February ¥0and “ali stkeholders
inchuding GNCTD, have beenan
board in the run up fo this long
pendmi Court -mandated exer-
c1se” the [0 sind in the release

“A demarcanon exercise 10
wdenbify extent of unauthorsed
and llegal encroschment con-
struction. for the purpose of re-
maving them. had been carmed
out & per directionof the Hon'ble
High Court by rhe Revenue

Resadency, for instance. had two  Department. representatives, in
different bullders. he saxd. the presence of DDA and Wag!
“Thus isfor Bowrd mepreer-
no fault of tatives n
ours. Banks “lnlmﬂt[ﬂﬂ dated  Devember
are involved 10.02.2023, itwas 1001 tsad
Ismct houf admitted by Revenue The
0, |
h::::s u‘:i‘:'e- Ilfﬁ:illlﬂ‘.ﬂ’t before r:::r:‘:f I;:i’::
Hemed. demarcation..nomotice [ any
Property tax  Wasserved tooccu- occasions, di-
isheing pal.  pants...itis apparent rected the gov-
Mow we're  thatsaid demarcation srnment  Ju-
v;altmg for  has beenconducted by thonnes
the court © secure, protect
decide.” said :;.p:“ DEdpants and preserve
same._..In the meeting it was.ob- e the area falling
served that the department had ~ Prabh, —KAiL oT under Mehrauly
notissued noticestothesaidin- 40, wha o ETES Archaealogyeal
drvidualswhilecarrymgout the  works an a Fark by remov-
demarcation exercise among  privaie com- ng illegal en-
othet fallacies in the process.”  pany Thewr buildmg bes nextto crnachment,” the DD sasd. The
the commuication said. anunoccuped bulding tharwas — land is beng reclaimed for ity
Caahlot said. "Itis.amadi d  parally demolshed Frday. one  ~“nighrdful use by all anzens as a
position that village Ladha Sara  inwhach all units had beensold.  park”. it added
15 a densely populatedareaand  acconding o ressdents inthe area Delhi BIP spokesperson
the building) ressdential houses KusumSnvastva, aresident  Praveen Shankar Kapoor said

inthe said village are very old in
ameeting dated 10.02 2023, 0
was admirted by Revenue offi-
crals that before the demarca-
DL po notce was served tothe
oCoupants... and obwoushy there
was no paricipanen of the sad
oecupants Jt the time of con-
ducting the sad demarcanon.
Thus. it 13 apparent that said de-
marcation has been conducred
by keeping occupants in dark
and no heaning of any nature
whatsoever was given tothe ag-
gneved persons.”

Reaclients of those busldings.
wihene the High Coust has oedesed

since 2019 of Foresr View
Apartments that 15 among the
buildings on which starus quo
has been ordered, sad most
bunldings in the area have come
WP I the Pt five 10 Seven years.
“When the building was being
e, what was the DDA doing ?
The demarcation neads ro be
dane again.” she said. Sheetal
Thakur, 43, a reswdent of Blue Sky
Apartment. J fowr-stoney buald

mig on whech the status quoor-
der applhes. said she moved into
the building a year age "This
building came up onty about a
vear ago. We paid 22 lakh and

“Mehrauh has been witnessing
4 demohition dnive based on
Delhi government’s Revenue
Deparrment recards and sur-
prsingly, when dozens of
houses were demolished today
wve find Revenue Minister Cahlot
COIMINE Ut £0 sy that there are
tallaoes i the old survey of s
department and we are ondenng
4 new survey ” INnNg fo the
“callousness” ol the government
i gnang the DDA “awrong sur-
vey report” Kapoor sud author -
ihies should “consider putting
thes demolsticn dmve in abeyance
pending proper survey”

P 1l 2% 2 ]
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Latest Delhi govt-L-G flashpoint: Removal

of ‘unauthorised religi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI.FEBRUARY 12
THE AAP-LED Delhi government
and the L-G's office Sunday traded
barbs over the issue of structural
“amendments” in the vicinity of
religious structures on govern-
ment land, against the backdrop
ofthe DDA'sdemolitionand anti-
encroachment drive in Mehrauli.
While the L-G office accused
the government of keeping files
related to key infrastructure proj-
ects “inexplicably pending" for
years, Deputy CMManish Sisedia
accused L-G VK Saxenaof playing
politics over a sensitive matter.
L-G House officials said
Saxena recalled several related
to clearance for projects, includ-
ing decongestion of critical traf-

Deputy CM
Manish
Sisodia
termed the
allegations
baseless

fic corridors such as Mehrauli-
Gurgaon Road, Mehrauli-
Badarpur Road, Dhaula Kuan-
RTR Marg, and Ring Road at
various sites. The recalled files,
they said, were also related
to completion of work on the
Delhi stretch of the Delhi-
Saharanpur and  Delhi-
Dehradun Expressway, in addi-
tion to beginning construction of
housing projects for government
employees among others pend-
ing since 2017.

The official said these were
pending despite all statutory
requisite formalities and permis-
sions in place with regard to re-
moval of unauthorised religious
structures erected by “land grab-
bers” after 2009, when the
Supreme Court barred any fur-
ther occupation by such struc-
tures and ordered their removal.

As per the official, this was
supposed to be achieved through
the “religious committee”
formed in 2014, as per a SC judg-
ment, to consider and recom-
mend removal of such structures
on receipt of a request by the
land-owning agency concerned.
“Despite recommendations of
the committee to remove ‘unau-
thorised religious structures' that
have held up key infrastructure
projects, the Home Department

ous structures’

headed by Sisodia has kept 78
such proposals pending since
May 2022," the official alleged.

Sisodia termed the allega-
tions “completely baseless and
cheap politics”. “The L-G claimed
the said files have been held up
by my department. It is unfortu-
nate the L-G is choosing to play
politics on such a sensitive mat-
ter. The matter concerns giving
clearance for demolition of sev-
eral religious structures includ-
ing many big temples that have
existed for decades,” Sisodia said,
adding, “Any decision over mak-
ing amends to religious struc-
tures can't be taken in haste, let
alone allowing them to be de-
molished... The L-G calls himself
the local guardian' of Delhi, why
doesn't he clear projects of pub-
licinterest?”
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{ MY DELH! } RESIDENTS PROTEST
Demolition drive in
Mehrauli for 3rd day

7]

The Delhi Development Authority (DDA)
continued its demolition drive at Mehrauli's Aam
Bagh area for a third day on Sunday, even as
residents tried to block access for bulldozers and
earthmovers and raised slogans against the body.
Some women also allegedly threw red chilli powder
at palice personnel, following which they were
detained, senior officers said. In a statement, DDA
said the aim of the drive was to "reclaim encroached
government land” in the Mehrauli Archaeclogical
Park “for its rightful use by all citizens as apark”. ps

= il

L.

Residents stage a protest in Mehrauli.

VIPIN KUMAR/HT PHOTO

Mehrauli: Protests
over demolitions
continue on Day 3

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Dethi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) contin-
ued its demolition drive at Meh-
rauli's Aam Bagh area for a third
day on Sunday, even as residents
tried to block access for bulldo-
zers and earthmovers and raised
slogans against the body. Some
women also allegedly threw red
chilli powder at police person-
nel, following which they were
detained, senior officers said.

In a statement, DDA said the
aim of the drive was to “reclaim
encroached government land" in
the Mehrauli Archaeological
Park “for its rightful use by all
citizens as a park”.

“All stakeholders, including

the GNCTD (Delhi government),
have been on board in the run up
to this long-pending, court-man-

. dated exercise,” DDA had said,

stating this park, adjacent to the
iconic Qutub Minar, is home to
about 55 monuments under pro-
tection of ASI, the state archaeo-
logical department and DDA.

On Sunday, the demolition
drive began with earthmovers
demolishing a multi-storey
building. Soon, a group of
women threw red chilli powder
on police personnel. They later
alleged that police lathi charged
them. However, police denied
the allegations. “There was no
lathi charge. Some women who
threw red chilli powder have
been detained,” said DCP (south)
Chandan Chowdhary,
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New Delhi: Delhi Develop-
ment Authority’s drive to cle-
ar ‘“unauthorised construc-
tions” on government land in
Mehrauli continued on Sun-
day, amid protests by locals.
The agitated protestors,
mostly women, shouted slo-
gans against the government
and DDA. Some of them accu-
sed DDA officials and the police
of “misbehaving” with the
crowd. “What were these agen-
cies doing when the construc-
tion was taking place and the
flats were sold? We even have
our registry papers and pay the
house tax regularly I bought
the flat about a year ago with
my hard-earned money and
now I am being asked to leave
after suddenly being served a
notice. Where will we go?" Sa-

ANGER ON STREETS: In the morning, some w

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2023

S, V. ;= W

sanjeev Rastogl

ts

drive continues

omen were detained after they allegedly threw red chilli powde

‘i f

Yo E T

amid _prot

-

r on police personnel

uth) Chandan Chowdhary in-
sisted that nolathi charge was
conducted and there were no
injuries. “The locals were ob-
structing the DDA personnel
and police. Some women also

rauli Archaeological Park.
The process to shift the trans-
former sparked a protest, with
locals alleging that it would le-
ad to a disruption in power
supply They claimed that it

next to the boundary wall of a
park, but DDA was now cal-
ling it an encroachment on go-
vernment land. “We haven't
sleptforthreenightsanddon't
know what lies ahead. It is in-

the property,” she said.
Sakuntala Pandey, anot-
her resident, said her child-
ren’s boards exam were sche-
duled this month and her hus-
band had also taken ill. “Iam

tyaBhama,a resident,said.She  threw red chilli powder on was a deliberate action to in- human to demolish so many  clueless about what to do and
claimed that male members of them,” she said, adding that convenience the residents. houses when hundreds of fa- where to go,” said Pandey, te-
her family were shoved and ~ some people had been detai- Theauthority, however,as- miliesarealreadylivingthere.  arsrollingdown her face.
pushed with lathis when they ned and suitable legal action suredtheresidentsthatpower We haven't come here over- DDA, with helpfrom the lo-
questioned thedemolition. would betakenagainstthem.  supply would be restored so-  night. It took years for these cal police, started the demoli-

In the morning, some wo- On Sunday, policeand DDA on. The residents werenotpa-  buildings to be constructed tion action on Friday. It razed
men were detained after they officials targeted newly const-  cified and insisted that theof-  and, now suddenly, the autho-  several shanties and some
allegedly threw red chilli pow- ructed buildings (notoccupied  ficialsleave immediately rities have woken up and pas- multi-storey buildings borde-
deron police personnel. Depu- yet) near a power transformer, Pr}aen, aresident, said the tgd noticesoutsidethehouses, ring Mehrauli Archaeological
ty commissioner of police(so- locatednextto thewallof Meh-  buildings were constructed giving us a few days to vacate  Park in Ladha Sarai village,

—
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HC stays Mehrauli sium demolition drwe till hearin

“Indight of the averments rlea! Aulia Masjid at Andehria the demalition is being carried inﬁnlhe Brllllh fule. Those

. made in the petition that More along with shansjes, n-u1 isa of the Mehrauli

Dethi High Court og Ghostya Slum Colony” is 2 The land on which the ogical Park and the erq in 1857 !alu
ditected the author. | duster duly enlisted in alleged encroachment waw umms unduthorised i)

o e N ATE D

gonFeb14 |

Urban Shelter  theliat by DUSIBon  done ‘belonged 1o multiple encroachment’ is ucting-as 4 Ished. T
ment Board (DUSIB) ity official website, which agencies including DDA, hindrance to the developmént z:hr
Delhi Developmem  records 400 is; a5 alsothe  Board, and ASI, of the park.

el mdnht
! (DDA} — 10 main- 2015 pullcylmhe fact that "A demalition drlw: in ress confer- M

tain the status quo Guo on 400 fhug- the respondents do not have being carried out by the ence,” AAP Du Bhnh
Eis of a slum colory in instructions in the matter, the Horticulture Department of Pathak accused the BIP of w

Wekmd-. which were to be respondents are dirccted 10 the Delhi  Disaster ing o its poll promises of dzmmq.amwr

w the d.uy maintain status quo with  Management Authority. Police ‘Jahan | Wahan Makasn' <ouncillor has he:némnwd
- Meanwhile, the respect tothe 400 ver- pumn;;hweb«nzpb,ui and taid were demolish
out at the BIP over m ified by DUSIB, until the next  on the spot as preventive pro- ing unauthorised cplonies antl eiumtr.lwnur em In
Mehrauli demolition driveand  date of hearing,” Justice tection for DDA officials: 10 alum areas 1o exict revenge for &Iﬁm
They had Eﬁﬂnﬂh
won'l allow

it what M Pri Aro
mml&
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5 court Visted the  Earlier in the day. the DDA
matter for et hearing on  has started a demolition drive

fnl: noting that tha in the Mehraoll area amid said. H-H‘Ibll i!-.hw-.!m beng rmoved frerm e sl dueing 2 demeibion e by DOA Fangn DimeyPioness
counsel the authgrities, police security Locals claimed Pathak mﬂm,
i i and DDA did  that the drive that started In the ather

IM " tion MN& “We are Eupkarmmng We  aver our bodies if they want 1o
g morming was
on Friday: ©  and three-storeyed
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and Madipur in Mehrauli apd mﬂ}m A the demalition.” b
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DDA bulldozers roll into Mehrauli,
court halts demolition of jhuggis

Residents, AAP leaders stage protest; High Court orders status quo on demolition of 400 jhuggis and several other

buildings in the area; AAP says BJP is targeting the poor for its loss in the MCD elections; more such drives to follow: DDA

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Delhi Develop-
Tment Authority
(DDA) on Friday

conducted a demolition
drive in the city’s Mehrauli
area amid police presence,
leading to stiff opposition
from local residents and
AAP leaders.

puring the day, as peo-
ple approached the D'ellh]
High Court, authorities
were directed to maintain
status quo and put on hold
the demolition of 400
jhuggis of a slum cluster
and several other buildings
in the area.

The court will now hear
these petitions - One

ainst the demolition of
the slum cluster and f_our
separate pleas for multiple
buildings in the area — on
February 14 and 16,

spectively. )
© Ke senior DDA official

said a few two- and three-

(From left) Heavy machinery‘being used to demolish alleged illegal structures at Mehrauli on Friday;

security personnel remove a resident protesting to stop the DDA's demolition drive. pTi/arp

storey buildings have been
demolished while the total
encroachments to be re-
moved — which mostly
comprise concrete build-
ings — are spread out
across an area of “20
acres”.

According to a senior
police officer, four per-
sons, including Malviya Na-
gar MLA Somnath Bharti,
were detained during the
drive for trying to obstruct

the police, and released la-
ter. The officer said around
22-23 structures have been
demolished that were a
mix of partial and proper
structures, but no jhuggis
were razed on Friday.

AAP protests

Attacking the BJP over the
drive, AAP alleged that be-
fore the MCD elections last
year, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s government

at the Centre had promised
homes to people in slums
under the ‘Jahan Jhuggi,
Wahi Makaan’ scheme, but
the BJP was now demolish-
ing houses in Mehrauli.
“The BJP is making the
poor bear the brunt for its
defeat in the MCD polls by
bulldozing slums in Delhi,”
AAP MCD in-charge Dur-
gesh Pathak said.

Aftab Alam, a wheel-
chair user who was pre-

sent during the drive, said
he feared that the nearby
slum cluster where he lives
would be the next one to
be razed. He said the auth-
orities have conveyed that
more such drives would
follow. “They can come for
our homes anytime,” he
said. ’

According to a DDA offi-
cial, the land belongs to
the agency and it is part of
the Mehrauli Archaeologi-
cal Park.

“Removing all the en-
croachments will take
time,” the official said, ad-
ding that there was a con-
fusion over the demarca-
tion of the land, but that
has been resolved with the
help of the Delhi govern-
ment’s Revenue Depart-
ment and the DDA’s Land
Management Department.
“Whatever encroachment
falls within our land, ac-
cording to the demarcation

report, will be removed,”
he added.
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Heavy machinery being used to demolish alleged illegal structures during an anti-encroachment drive by
Delhi Development Authority (DDA), at Mehrauli in New Delhi, Friday ll

High Court orders status q;lo on
demolition of jhugeis in Mehrauli

OUR CORRESPONDENT the morning during the drive.
- The i an B AAP lashes

NEW DELHIL: The Delhi alleged encroachment was done
High Court Friday directed  belonged to multiple agencies Out at BJP
the authorities to maintain the  including DDA, Wagf Board,
status quo on 400 jhuggis of a  and Archaeological Survey of
slum colony in Mehrauli, which  India (ASI), it has been claimed. NEW DELHI: Lashing out at
were to be demolished during According to the demolition  the BJP over a demolition drive
the day. notice, the land on which the  launched by the Delhi Develop-

The high court listed the ~ demolition is being carriedout  ment Authority (DDA) in Meh-
matter for further hearing on isapart of the Mehrauli Archae-  rauli here, the AAP on Friday
February 14 noting that the  ological Park and the ‘existing alleged the saffron party is tak-
counsel for the authorities, unauthorised encroachment’  ing revenge from people for not
including Delhi Urban Shelter  is acting as a hindrance to the  voting for it in assembly and
Improvement Board (DUSIB)  development of the park. MCD polls.
and Delhi Development Meanwhile, the high court in The BJP is acting like the
Authority (DDA), did nothave  a separate petition also directed  British, who demolished houses
complete instructions today. the authorities to maintain the  ofthose who supported freedom

“In light of the averments status quo regarding a partic-  fighters during the mutiny of
made in the petition that ular building in Mehrauli vil- 1857, the AAP charged, add-
Ghosiya Slum Colony isa jhuggi lage which the plea claimed was mg_!hal it would move court
cluster duly enlisted in the list not mentioned in the demoli-  against the DDA action.
published by DUSIB on its offi-  tion order. _ On the other hand, the BJp
cial website, which records 400 Huwe\:fe;r. the Plea said that deq:mded a probe as to how
‘huegis, as also the 2015 policy  the demul]l!l)n action was b;lng registries of buildings con-
and the fact that the respon- propusgd in this 'khasra’ as  structed on encroached gov-
dents do not have instructionsin  well which was contrary to the  ernment land were done,

the matter, the respondents are demolition order of December The DDA comes under
directed to maintain status quo 12, 2022. _ the BJ P-led government at the
with respect to the 400 ]huggis In view of the fact that Centre, The agency started the

verified by DUSIB, until thenext  Khasra no. 1151/3 min finds demulition drive in Mehrauli
date of hearing, Justice Man-  no mention in the demolition earlle_r on Friday amid police
preet Pritam Singh Arora said. nrder dated December 12,2022, security.

The DDA, on Friday, started it is directed that status quo be According to the demolition
a demolition drive in the Me_h- mai_nla.ined with respect tothe  notice, the land on which the
rauli area amid police security.  subject property, until the next  demolition i being carried out

Locals claimed that some  date of hearing. This court has isa part of he Mehrauli Archae-
two and three-storeyed build-  notexamined the issue on mer-  ological Park ang gpe “existin
ings near Aulia Masjid at its"the judge said while listing unauthoriseq enCmilChn‘?en[g

Andehria More and some the plea for hearing on Febru- s acting as a hindrance stk
;_ shanties were demolished in  ary l6. development of the park. NS - -
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Ridge area acts as lungs, supplies oxygen to

directed the Ministry of Envi
ronment and Forest (MoEF) 1o
form a committes consisting of
a setiior officer of the MoEF not
below the rank of joint secre-
tary, ane representative each of
the Delhi Forest rtment,
Geological Survey of India and
DDA, and a nominee of the
Ridge Management Board to
work out modalities for identi-
has been some difficulty in  fying such arcas which need to
identifying . beprowected as a notified nd;t
=4GRich are not notified but also The MoRF officer shall
have same ridge-like features.  the chairman and convener
A bench of Justice B R of the committee which shall
Cavai and Justice Vikeam Nath  submit its preliminary report

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Delhi Ridge
acts as a lung which supplies
oxygen 10 city residents, the
Supreme Court said while
directing the Delhi Develop
mient Authority not to allot any
land in areas considered 10 be
notified as protected area

The court noted that there

before the court on March 15,
itsad.

“It cannot be doubted that
the rt:_ﬁe in Delhi acts as a
Inn'?u ich supplies oxygen
1o the citizens of Delhi. This
court vide order dated... has
observed that not only the noti-
fied but the other areas

il ridges should be
and no construction should be

. b, 4 . 7
t appears tha there has
been some difficulty in identi-
fying the areas of ndge which
are not notified but also has

sumne features, the bench said
1t added, “We further direct

that until further orders, the

Delhi Development Authority

(DDA} shall not allot any land

in the areas which are under

consideration for notified as a

d area”

‘The apex court’s order came
while allowing an application
of the Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI), Minisiry of
Finance, ing, permission
for diversion of 6,200 square
metres of marphalogical ridge
area for construction of office
building for DRI headquarters

in Vasant Kunj, The plot of land
was allotted to DRI by DDA

The court noted that the
Supreme Court-constituted
panel. Central Empowered
Committee (CEC), filed its
report in which it has recom-
mended permitting DRI to
construct the headquarters at
the site concerned subject to

“We are inclined to allow
the application filed
DRI the bench said while
noting that the CEC has no
objection in construction of
the office.

by demarcation exercise in the area,

_ encroachments, they claimed.

citizens: SC| Delhi govt

to DDA: Stop
demolition
in Mehrauli

NEW DELHI: The Arvind
Kejriwal government on Sat

urday asked the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA to stop
s anti-encroachment drive in

Mehrauli and announced a fresh

said.
The DDA used the revenue
department’s demarcation as the
basis for demlition of alleged

Revenue Minister Kailash

Gahlot has ordered a fresh
demarcation exercise in Meh-
raull. The minister said the
residents of the area cannot be
displaced until a fresh demar-
cation is conducted, the offi-
«cials sald. In a statement, Gahlot
said the DDA used the revenue
department's demarcation as the
basis for its demolition drive
but the Delhi government has
struck down the demarcation
after finding shortcomings in it
. “The demarcation was con-

ucted ing the residents
in dark :zdhw?hnir serving any
notices to them,” the minister
claimed. The district magistrate
(South) has been asked to con-
duct a fresh demarcation of the
Tand and inform the DDA about
it immediately, he added.

Gahlot had received repre-
sentations from the residents of
Ladha Sarai village whose land
falls urider the demolition area,
the statement said.

It was stated in the said rep-
resentations that the demarca-
tion of the land in questian by
the Delhi government’s reve-
nue department was the only
source for the DDA to identify
the encroachment, it said.

According to the representa-
tions, the demarcation carried
out by the revenue department
was “illegal and void ab-initio”
and conducted withour issu-
ing notices to the concerned
residents. “In a meeting on Fri-
day, revenue officials sdmitted

| that before the demarcation of

the Khasra numbers in ques-
thh:l. no notice was served o
the occupants of those Khasr
numbers and obvicusly ﬂm:
was no participation from

al the Ilme?:::m them
exercise” Gahlot said

was carried ouy
DG“ﬂnprntm

Autharity amid polic
on ij:q_r "‘“""f

Nearly 1,200 sqm
ernment land w::ruﬂf Bov.
during the anti-ene

drive inthe Mehnuhm::l%l
Iosl_..al Park ares idi'y ago, D]l‘

officials said

Al stakeholdersin thig
cise have been on board 1;‘"'
Fun Uph};hl—fh‘ll-lﬂ.l.ﬂgﬁ ‘.N
As per the DDA it s a 4
et ity or
DDA conducted 3
CMlOn exercise, lo :dm:‘m%'
extent of unauthorsed angd u']h:
1‘ﬂl encroachment/cong: .
for the purpose of TeMony
them, had been carried oy
per direction

;

FaoF



DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SE it e 12wefte 2023

mﬁqﬁﬁﬁﬁmmmmthWﬂfiﬂwl :

et T S A

. PR B T § S

. gRAR g R TR
1§ Fereelt | e v

i SR 3 R
(FE) & 3PFIR R
ol () Em fadd & T
el e S 1 3 SR

* 3 o HeTEg O F A SO
2 7R A T A
o g 9 T | T
Aoy TR & T T AFEE
mﬁmaﬁ:ﬁmﬁ:flﬂ
T ) T A A 2
mg‘,m;ﬁeﬂlmméﬁ
e e A 31 S0

2 o R AR S (7 TR
é‘iﬁamﬁiﬁaﬂmhﬁ
¢ pud w W IRAZ AL
fmmmaﬂ:gma

¥, i 7 1 | 39
.;ﬂﬁwgﬁﬂ*‘“““"

7 frdd P AR A
ofare A B R A
o o 7 04 A A
thm%ﬁﬂ#?

?W,;ﬁqamwil

A

wigt: g2

3 ArgThIg e 5 20

.;{ffﬁt\ﬁ(uﬁhl

frreht o T T el e A
=1 fr it 8 wideRa g A
el % 7 7% Pl o) Prer
= o ) e | T A Fi
i w1 A A T E
i e &1 T A 2
ﬂ;wﬁrq‘fa—ﬂhﬂﬂi:-‘ﬁﬂﬁ
e (<) T o a0 R
2 v F AR 2 ) a
wq R g e e
7 o s 0 et ) Hhe P
ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁmﬁ
Frsenfion 1 F o T
ﬁwm&ﬁwa;:m
e %) A % 4
ey o Fovem ‘M
;mmafﬁﬂ'la?lﬂﬁﬂm
;‘ﬁﬁmmw%ﬁﬂm
1 T g e, et A e

u it (zfion)
By e
i & SR e
2 T s ar
oftm w3 P

Tt A i T e g A
ity i 1 s g O §

v A 3 ey P R TR 7m0
A o 2R o s & gl
%1 T §, 3 Fo sk
quefim & fen @i % e
aufeer 763 % fomg i o TR
“Hi7 (e ) <, v W)
<. 3k 5 ¢ 6
fiem, e 7 . R o
fiRt & ot o fid 3
el e e e 4 R apra
1 sl fade SR e o
sifrr =1 ¥ 3wl T

ol

freett frm wfi (FEn) &
e freedl % wedtent ZEE § A2
e fom awfea Fofn & e
Fian gfEr @ oW S T
T AR a9 0 I P
¥ oy P s mam A
3 ardard & 3 1,200 AT A
AT B W el 511 6 | 5
it i g 5

ifi & FeE & i g i
T T & v e R e 21
wqﬁfﬂss s #1 I
S, ST, Frén i g
fom = & nm:‘rﬁugﬁ;
HHAR F YFAR A HAEG W
e W (am) 3 et ¥ A
e om0 | moeifer i ) Bt
E % i i gEa )

8 Frad & ke S
3 g @y 1200
i
u AzEE o oA A
od & 7 o g - e
m 28v af HaE w
m@aﬁ#ﬁi‘mﬁm
n 5riF R aEfiga
fomfr @@ @ o0, 39 9Wg
SiEte & aftrer qu i
% : I w

_ Sl w1 e R o sl
72 3 S T % Fraf 51w
e1n§ﬁmﬁﬁ:miﬁm§§
Fetat 1 3o i oy g 4
W 1w T i

—

.

frfor & Raciie
Bl

3Tl

;mmamﬂﬁm%’n
e e 1 ) R | 307 AR
S AT o e e e
ST g A it A A
offafet &1 bt § 10w
g 1 FE 1200  Hi TR
o B vEa Fari i )
s @ fr sitferm ofew &
o F R 9 A de A
A o fom 8 ) 3Ed Fw uEE A
A A wfsen @ A eEitE T
i 1 &8 A F Fmfor g =
ofew #am @2 Fa 2
gereferal @ arf &t 5= 39 SE
W AT Fmin =@ 1 @, 3w
Ay 22 & Sfwwr g9 w8
wafs dEn & wE § il ®
oo 3 ey reTaET o W teate

m (Faw) M g A m
A8 & AfaEE T AR T
wifim sfimfedt 71 R & e



DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

3

e ey
[—————

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS. UTHd iegel .

IR : HERION a0 O g e e
e ferart 3 <) urdh ST 1 fobr Wit

26

11
a4
a3
EE
e

=% e, (ST FET) : HERION FA e i 7RO e @

AfeafferTor F1 St TR # foaas e arsdt 3 afer
S ¥ afts ferERfal S S U AN R SR A
fip 79 T9A T T TEER T HW TG © T HAF 05 4 7€

ﬁ%%ﬂﬂmﬁ@l%ﬁqiﬁmaﬁﬁ 7 Z
3 51 o T8l T IH Eakau FF AR [ 3 s
ﬁ@?%:t%mﬁ o e TS a;"é

i 9 e < 1 81 Sy F weEd 3 w4 v (08 ol % At AR o
R S TS ) O O Ao oA 1 ST e fordfoe T o Y @ o3m a::rrra::
ferfcl 3 A F G W 51 F7 A & Feony wirn ), o 6 S v v, v iy s

St A
3 Aftes SRl 3 sTenen S i, A er, A ), ey i 3 YHH SR G TeeE e o: g v JR—
iﬁmmw_ﬁ%wwmmﬁﬁg?l dﬂzélmmﬁaﬁ%mﬁémmﬁ:;?gﬁﬁ@ﬁ
: YS! 1 35 5 e o T et @ o )

T 9 7 3RA 92 3 e Y TG 9 T o 2 31k wes
ﬁﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬂiﬁ—ﬁm&@mﬁfﬁa gﬁ;@
mwwwﬁ?mwam@wﬁam%mﬁ
aﬁm%mﬁﬁaﬁmﬂmr@ﬁ@mmﬁ

M W E- T A A H FoH 7 e HE ey
T 1 s g S 3 1 e e e g
ME T F A-TY = & g ﬁmmaﬂtgﬁimqﬁﬁqﬁg
e 3 forg ot sifetedt < A fen s



DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS

Mehrauli: AAP govt. asks
DDA to stop demolition

Delhi government orders fresh demarcation exercise in the area; BJP says ‘wrong report has resulted

in loss of homes for several families; DDA says 1,200 sq m of its land reclaimed, exercise to continue

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

day after the Delhi

Development Auth-

ority (DDA) con-
ducted a demolition drive
in Mehrauli, the AAP go-
vernment on Saturday said
the demarcation of the par-
ticular area — an exercise
carried out by its own Re-
venue Department — has
“fallacies” and the survey
report has now been struck
down.

The government also or-
dered a fresh demarcation
exercise in the area and is-
sued a statement urging
the DDA to stop the demoli-
tion drive, which conti-
nued for a second day on
Saturday.

The AAP government’s
latest move invited criti-
cism from the BJP; which
launched a fresh attack on
the former. “People of Del-
hi are shocked to see the
callousness of the Arvind
Kejriwal government in giv-
ing the DDA a wrong survey
report because of which
dozens of families have lost
their homes and more are

Blow by blow: Workers demolish a building during an

anti-encroachment drive by the DDA in Mehrauli on Saturday. pT|

under the hammer,” said
Delhi BJP spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor.
The chairman of the
DDA is Central govern-
ment-appointed  Lieute-
nant-Governor V.K. Saxe-
na, with whom the AAP
government is already
locked in a power tussle,
Earlier in the day, the
DDA said close to 1,200
square metres of its land
was reclaimed from “en-
croachers” on Friday and
the exercise will continue.
“The Delhi High Court
has, on many occasions, di-
rected the government
authorities to secure, pro-
tect and preserve the area

falling under the Mehrauli
Archaeological Park by re-
moving illegal encroach-
ments. The department is
taking the action to remove
the unauthorised, illegal
encroachment from go-
vernment land and also to
secure the archaeological
park from encroachment,”
the DDA said in an official
statement,

According to the DDA,
the Delhi government was
also on board in the run-up
to “the long-pending,
court-mandated exercise”,
A demarcation exercige —
to identify the extent of ille-
gal encroachments for the
purpose of removing them

— was carried out by the
Revenue Department in
the presence of the DDA
and Wagf Board represen-
tatives, the statement read.

Fresh demarcation

However, Revenue Minister
Kailash Gahlot said officials
of his department, in a
meeting on Friday, admit-
ted that occupants were
not served any notice be-
fore the demarcation of the
Khasra numbers [land par-
cel identification numbers)
in question. “Obviously,
there was no participation
by the occupants at the
time of conducting the de-
marcation,” he said. The
District Magistrate (South)
has been asked to inform
the DDA about this order

and a fresh demarcatinn :

exercise shall again
ried out, he added,
When asked, 3 i

DDA official saiq the ﬁm
body has not received ap

COmmunication ip this cony:
nection. “Unt] then, the
encroachment Temoval ex-
ercise wil] continue as

planned,”  the ;
added. Officia]

be car-
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regarding the same mmedi-
ately, Sources said the Revenue
Minister has received two rep-
resentations in the matter from
Malviya Nagar MLA Somnath
Bharti and the residenis of
Ladha Saral village whose land
was falling under the demoli-
thon ares,

fn a statement, the DDA
said a demolition drive has
been started on Friday in <o
ordination with Delhi Police for
the rembval of encroachment
from the DDA Land of Ladha
Sarai Village falling in Mehrauli
Archacological Park. This park
it home to about 55 monu
ments under protection of ASI,

STAFF REPORTER W NEW DELHI

e Arvind Kejriwal

Government on Saturday
ssked the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) to stop its
anti-encroachment drive in
Mehrauli. Delhi Revenue
Minister- Kaflash Gahlot has
ordered 2 fresh demarcation
exercise in the area. The
Minister said the residents of
the area cannot be displaced
until a fresh demarcation is
conducted,

According to the. DDA,
nearly 1,200 square metres of

ot the e ched Emrfnmrni
land for it T'Bh'h‘! ":: ?;{ :ﬂ
citizens asd park. the

waid
'i;.urlaud-rnmh:-n,n arder

dated 17120082 was pasted on
the encroxments :Imshng on
fand alongwith mMarxing with
thedirec Imnlmhnen:roxh.
ers 10 remneall the unautho-

rised comguetion from the.

land in gastion within 10
days T'hcﬁ?iumvuhrd in the
caid demdlition order is
GovernmemDPA Land of
Laclha SaniVillage and is part
of Mehradl Archacological
Park” it sad
A demrcation exercise
had been arried out as per
direction dihe High Court in
the presenceol DDA and Wagf
Board reprsentatives by the
F:“’ﬁ“-l( Department
GNCTD n Dec. 2021. The
action watisken a5 part of
d'“““l"-“"mrlu!f»'ill L'l')l':
9, officials
had sald o Fridey. It comes a

government land was

reclalmed during an “anti-

encroachment drive” in the State Archacological
Mehrauli Archacological Park Department of Dethi govern-
area a day ago. ment and DDA,

The drive was carried ot : Earlier the DDA said dur-
by the Delhi Pevelopment development on Saturday. the  basis for its demolition drive. conducied by keeping the ing the lition prog;
Authority amid police securi- Delhi Government has truck  Gahlot has ordered a fresh occupants in dark, without on Friday, spproximately 1200
ry on Friday, t proiest  down the demarcation after  demarcation to be conducted xn-in?any notices tg them. He  sqm of government/DDA land
from Wmﬁmu finding fallacies n its process  in the d{u&mm] area, The has directed DM (South) to  has been reclaimed from the
et oM e M e s G IR SR Dbt H
AAP and the BIP. In & major Wdﬂwnﬂwu Mmdmmhmb?shem ¢ land an inform DDA on

drive in Mehrauli: Govt to DDA

maonth ahead of s G20 mess
planned 1o be :ID;:TL;.E
archaealogical park in soath
Delhi

“The court has in 1
. ﬂw“‘mmn the past
in the historic park in conaec-
tion with multiple cases, and
many people in the ]
decades have built m'ﬁlmlr:-
rised structures, some, evey
five-storey or ix-storey, in the
area. A notice was e st
Decemnber and pasted on walls
tor alert peuple, 4 senios DDA
official sadion Fridee

According to the notice.
the {and oo wii the demoii-
tion is being carried out i part
of the Mehruli Archaeslogscal

Park and the "eisting anav.
thorised encroachment i act-
I as a hindrance 1 the devel:
opment af the Mehraull
Archaeological m’dm
Spraw =

(pbup Lt

historic

the area falls ander the DDA,
the htritage stractores are

maintained by the
Archacological Survey of [ndia
LAST), Oficial sources said the
ASl is also working in "full
swing for the G20 meet af the
Mehrauli Archaeological Park.
planned 1o be held earty March.

“The High Court of Defhi
has, on many occasions, direct-
ed the government authoritics
0 secure; protect and preserve
the area falling under Mehrauli
Archaeological Park by remov
ing illegal encroachment.” the
satement said.

“The department is taking
the action ta remiove the unau-
thorised/illegal encroachment
from the government land and
abo 10 secure the Mehrauli
Archeeological Park from
encroachmient,” it said A
‘demarcation exercise had been
:r“xéoul as per direction of

Coun” in the presence
of DDA and Wagf Board rep-
resentatives by the Revenue
Department of Delhi ina
December 2021, it said.
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' Mehrauli demolitions
continue; police detain
women protesters

.g‘

;&n 6fﬂcer said some women allegedly threw chilli powder at police

personnel on Sunday, but they were later released. AnI

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The police on Sunday said
some women protesting
against the ongoing anti-
encroachment drive of the
Delhi Development Auth-
ority (DDA) in south Delhi’s
Mehrauli were detained.
“We detained some [wo-
men) under Section 65 of
the Delhi Police Act. The
protesters were soon dis-
persed and the drive went
on smoothly,” DCP (South)
Chandan Chowdhary said.
A senior officer said the
detained women, who
were released in the even-
ing, allegedly threw chilli
powder at police person-
nel. The DCP said that the
concerned personnel were
given medical attention.
The DDA has been car-
rying out the drive since
Friday in areas that are
part of the Mehrauli Ar-
chaeological Park where, it
said, “unauthorised en-
croachments” have come
up. The demolitions have
drawn protests from local
residents.
Shabnam Begum, one of
e protesters and a nurse
who lives in the area, ho-
ver, said the police de-

rained the wrong people.

R e T — e

“Someone did throw chilli
powder from the crowd.
But the police took 4-5 wo-
men who were protesting
peacefully. There were so
many people in the crowd,
we don't know who threw
it,” she said, adding that
the police did not resort to
violence but they forcibly
“dragged the protesters”
away from the area.

On Saturday, the DDA
had said that nearly 1,200
square metres of its land
was reclaimed from “en-
croachers” on Friday and
that the exercise will conti-
nue in the coming days.
The urban body said the
“encroached” land, in Lad-
ha Sarai village, houses
nearly 55 monuments un-
der the protection of Ar-
chaeological Survey of In-
dia, Delhi government's
Department of Archaeolo-
gy, and the DDA,

The Delhi government
on Saturday had said the
demarcation of the partic-
u_lar area — an exercise car-
ried out by its own Reve-
nue Department - had
“fallacies” and the survey
report has now been
struck down. Ordering a
fresh demarcation exercise
in the area, it had urged
the DDA to stop the drive.
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AN TR WY T W
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Off track: ‘No city for those who cycle to and for work

NEW DELHI

Lieutenant-Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena recently
laid the foundation of a
new track o “encourage
and foster cycling among
the people of the city™.

However, several cy-
clists — both firness enthu.
siasts and those for whom
it is a mode of ransport -
say Delhi has a long way to
o before becoming a safe
city for them.

In 2022, the Capital's
roads accounted for 182 cy-
cling accidents, with 134
cyclists injured and 48
killed, as per data revealed
by a traffic police official.

A labourer cycling in traffic on Ring Road, s KLk Pusksaes

Dalip Singh Sabharwal.
an active member of Del-
hi's cycling community,
said the infrastructure
which caters only to re-
creational cyelists does not

| NEW DELH! | MONDAY | FEBRUARY 13, 2023

mm-m

Develppment

day in & row on

demonstration by the
local residents against the
drive by the Delhy
Autharity
{DDA) continues for the third

lnDDA hmk
M

Seuth nclhu Mdmwhl amid

hurt in r]: incident. According
to police, some women pro-
testers were detained on
\undl? in Ihh ll?ld

serve people for whom cy-
cling is a mode of transport
for economic or environ-
mental reasons, “Cycling
tracks in the city cover a
very short distance and,

Police said that suitable Jegal
action will be taken aghins

h
thaew red ““ﬁ%mﬁﬁg

uﬁdhwmw.lﬁ

gr DDA uith ﬂnﬁlﬂl of
7

police
residents have that
authorities were hand in
gloves when the buildin,
were bullt and now tl
o aé"&‘;a“‘u"n.;“‘:"
ce o sl ir
hﬂlu.

mhm

luh{! cﬂ‘u paylng heity,

nn;pdﬂ- Ilm&mrdn
Authority (DDA) 1o z?.hﬂ
demolition drive in
qm\dul.:

Abmdatiand
the area, .ofﬂ‘ml:l sald.

ED-

eventually, the cyclist has
to switch to the main
road,” he said.

Worsening traffic
Rajendra Kumar, who sells
cell phone covers and oth-
er accessories near Saket
metro station, has seen the
traffic getting more aggres-
sive over the past 15 years,
“In the morning, | am like-
Iv to get squashed by some
speeding car or a drunk
driver. Later in the day, 1
have to risk commuting in
heavy raffic.”

In its 2041 Master Plan,
the Delhi Development
Authority  acknowledges
that the city has a high
share of daily active mravel,

Revenue N er| Kallash

with 42% trips being walk-
ing and cycling ones. Over
the last decade, walking
trips have increased margi-
nally, but cycling trips have
reduced by nearly a third.
The lack of separate cy-
cling tracks and heavy veh-
icular mraffic unnerves cy-
clists, Mrunal Kelkar, a
postgraduate student at
the School of Planning and
Architecture, said, “Since
the bus lane is on the left
and slower vehicles like cy-
cles are also supposed to
be on the left side of the
road, it is quite a night-
mare (o cross bus stops.”
Gaurav Wadhwa, a re-
creational  cyclist who
started Delhi Cyclists in

Protest against demolition at Mehrauh gets nasty

Gnhlnl said that residents of

on
over demolition ln South
Delhi’s Mehrauli

a
stay order till the next date of dnnm;::n as

hmin;,m nm‘ﬂm been
iy “‘ﬂ the drive since

ment that the DDA nsed
the revenue depariment’s

f-*m"-ﬂ:a%

uun"}‘ﬂa prbn e
on

the dfive hlmmHlnclou
the m .enmnch

land I.h: Hium
monuments n?m the

2010, said roads that do

have cycling tracks I ﬂ:

are completely taken over
by motorists.”

In 2009, as part of ar-
tempts to provide last-mile
connectivity, the Delhi go-
vernment had introduced
public bicycle-sharing
which requires different
apps to be downloaded
since various companies
are Om?ll:ﬂ These are
not ac to many like
Rajat Singh, a key chain

seller. le |
lackthetigr o, 10 pover
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Women protesters thre

DATED

w chilli powder

al police during DDA’s demolition drive

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHIL Some wonmen
protesters were detained on
Sunday atter they allegedly
threw red chilli powder on
police personnel deploved dun
g an ante-encroachment drive
here, othicials said,

Nearly 1,200 square metres
ot government  land
reclaimed durmg the anti
encroachment dewve m the Mch-
rault Archacological Park area
on Frndav, the Delli Develop
ment Authority (DDA said in
a statement on Saturday.

The DDA has been carrving
out the drive since Friday anmid
police secunty, triggering pro
tests from local residents and a
blame game between the AAP
and the BIP

Wils

On Sunday, a group of

women staged a protest against
the demolition drive and alleged
that they were lathicharged by
police personnel deployed at
l]lc \]‘t!!.

Denying the allegations, a
wenior officer said, “There was
po lathicharge and no one was

mjured. They (protesters) were
obstructing the DDA personnel
and the police.

“Some women threw red
chilli powder on police person
neland a few of them have been
detained, Suitable legal action
will be taken,”

The DDA continued with
the anti-encroachment exercise
on Sunday.

On Friday, the urban body
said, "During the demolition
programme on 10,02,2023,

approximately 1,200 sq m ol

government/DDA land has been
reclimed from the encroach-
ers so far, and the exercise is
on to recliim the rest of the
encroached government land
for its righttul use by all citi-
zens as a park”

The action was taken as part
of a demolition drive that will
continue tll March 9, officials
said on Friday. It comes a month
ahead of a G20 meeting planned
to be hosted at the archaeologi-
cal park in south Delhi,

“The court has in the past
taken note of the encroachment
in the historic park in connec-

ton with multiple cases, and
many people in the last lew
decades have built unauthor
ised structures, some, even live
storey or six-storey, in the area,
A notice was issued last Decem
ber and pasted on walls to alert
people,” a senior DDA ofhcial
had said.

The DDA started the drive
from Friday in coordination
with Delhi Police 1o remove
encroachment fron its land at
Ladha Sarai village in Mehrauli
Archacological Park. The park is
home to about 55 monuments
under protection of the Archae-
ological Survey of India (ASI),
state archeological depart-
ment of Delhi and the DDA,
the authority said on Saturday.

Earlier, a demolition order
dated December 12, 2022, was
pasted on the walls of illegal
structures on the land along
with markings with directions
to the “encroachers to remove
all the unauthorised construc-
tion trom the land in question
within 10 days’, it said.

According to the notice, the
land on which the demolition

is being carried out is part of
the Mehrauli Archacological
Park and the “existing unau

thorised encroachment is acting
as a hindrance to the develop-
ment ol the Mehrauli Archaco-
logical Park”.

"The sprawling park is dotted
with historic monuments and,
while the area falls under the
DDA, the heritage structures are
maintained by the ASL

Otlicial sources said the ASI
is also working in full swing tor
the G20 meet at the Mehrauli
Archaeological Park, planned
o be held in carly March.

“The High Court of Delhi
has, on many occasions, directed
the government authorities to
secure, protect and preserve
the area falling under Mehrauli
Archaeological Park by remov-
ing illegal encroachment,” the
statement said.

“The department is taking
the action to remove the unau-
thorised/illegal encroachment
from the government land
and also to secure the Meh-
rauli Archaeological Park from
encroachment,” it said.
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