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DDA demolition drive in Mehrauli 

sparks protest, detentions, politics 
tors Somnath Bharti and Naresh 

Yadav also supported the resi 

dents and described the DDA HT Correspondent 

htreporters@hindustantimes.com 
action as illegal. They were 

among the five people who were 

later detained by the police. 
"We received a demolition 

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) on Friday 
demolished several three- and 
four-storey structures that had 
come upillegally on the agency's 
land in the Aam Bagh, Brijwasi 
colony area of Mehrauli. evoking 

sharp reactions from the local 
residents who said they were not 

gTven any prior notices 
Ajoint team of DDA officials. 

and police personnel reached the 
Ghousiya slum colony area in the 

morning with a bulldozer, and 
first started demolishing shanties 

near a local mosque. Then, the 

team reached Brijwasi Colony,. 
C-block. where they demolished 

at least one building fully, and 

partialy removed a couple of oth-
ers, officials aware of the action 

said on Friday. 
Officials said the drive may 

continue on Saturday. 
A DDA spokesperson, how-

ever, did not share the exact num- Ghousiya slum colony and buildings in Brijwasi Colony were targeted on Friday. VIPIN KUMAR/HT PHOTOS there was a fear that the agency 

ber of buildings and shanties that 
were targeted on Friday. 

The area is located close to the 
Mehrauli Archaeological Park. 
While some of the land here 

notice in December first. After 

that, a representation was sent to 

the DDA by residents in which we 

informed the body that as per a 

2017 land demarcation, our prop 

erty didn't fall into the DDA area. 

However, another recent demoli-

tion notice was issued on Febru-

ary 3, and it was only served to us 

on Thursday evening. On Friday 
morning, they started demolition. 

While one building was demol-

ished completely, others were 

partially demolished. The entry 
gate of one building was dam 
aged" said Sumana Stngha, a resi 
dent whose house is located on 

the street in which demolition 
was carried out on Friday. 

Singha said that her family was 

trying to secure a court notice but 
DDA carried out demolition ofillegal structures in ward number8 ofMehrauli. Some shanties in 

might continue with demolition 
on Saturday. 

Senior ASI officials said that 
they were not involved in the 
demolition drive carried out on 

Friday. 
The Aam Aadmi Party blamed 

the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
for the demolition. AAP MLA and 

belongs to DDA, some other 
stretches on which buildings and 
shanties have come up over the 

last decade are owned by the 

Archaeological Survey of India 

and the Waqf Board. 
DDA had issued an order for 

demolition of these structures last 

MCD in-charge Durgesh Pathak 
claimed that since the BJP has 
lost the MCD elections, the party 
is targeting the poor. 

year. In December 2022, DDA 

pasted a demolition order dated 

December 12 on various houses in 

the area stating that government 
DDA land of village Ladha Sarai 

falling in various khasras in the 

area was encroached upon by 
unauthorised occupants 

The said land is part of Meh- Gorana said that Friday's drive noting that the counsel for the belongs to them, however, we 

rauli Archaeological Park and the 
existing unauthorised encroach-

ment is a hindrance to the devel-

opment of the Mehrauli Archaeo-
logical Park. Therefore, all unau-

thorised encroachers are liable to DDA carried out demolition on 

be evicted from the government/ 

DDA land," said the demolition 

order issued by the horticulture 

division of DDA. 
Nirmal Gorana, convener, 

Mazdoor Awaz Sanghrash Samiti. dents of slum cluster. Ghousiya While her house 

said that the Waqf Board, ASI and 

DDA were locked in various court 

cases 
with 

residents of the area. 

"BJP is making poor Delhi resi-
dents pay for its defeat in the 
MCD elections by bulldozing 
thousands of slums in Delhi. Peo-
ple in Mehrauli were seen crying 
and begging in front of police andd 
BUP to stop the demolition. Ifthey 
had won the elections, nothing 
would've happened," Pathak said. 

A BJP spokesperson did not 
now. Our raton card and all other comment on Pathak's allegations. 

A senior police officer said, 
"We detained around ive peoplee all the status of the land was con- and removed them from the dem-

entailed the demolition of multi- .authorities. including Delhi have been living here for decades 

storeyed buildings. 
"The court has given a stay on Board (DUSIB) and DDA, did not 

the demolition of structures on have complete instructions on 

khasra no. 15. Despite the stay, if Friday. 

Urban Shelter Improvement 
documents are also issued on the 
address where we now live. If at 

Sabra Begum, a resident ot tested, why did no one do any-
Ghousiya Colony, who has lived 
in the area for the past 20 years, is 

among the hundreds of people in 

olition spot since they were creat-

Saturday. we will gherao DDA 

office," he added. 
The Delhi high court, mean-

while, ordered a status quo on the locality who received the 

demolition action as some res demolition order in December. 

thing in all these years when pe0 ingaruckus and obstructing gov-ple were constructing high-rise ernment officials. All of them 
buildings in the area," said Sabra. were later released. No case has 

been registered. Neary 600 police 
personnel were deployed in the 
law and order duty. The drive will continue tomorToW (Saturday) 
amid tight security arrange-ments 

AAP MLAs detained 
Residents in C-Block, Brijwasi 
Colony, protested against the 
drive. Aam Aadmi Party's Mal-

tions. "DDA says that the land viya Nagar and Mehrauli legisla-

Colony, rushed to the court. The on Friday, she said that DDA 
high court listed the matter for might come again for demoli 

further hearing on February 14. 
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AMID DDA DEMOLITION DRIVE 

Squeezed between EMls& bulldozers, 
Mehrauliresidents have nowhere to go 
VIDHEESHA 
KUNTAMALLA 
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 12 

FROM A single mother to sole 
breadwinners of middle-class 
migrant families, several resi 
dents of Mehrauli are in despair. 
Their houses under the shadow 

of a demolition drive by the Delhi 

Development Authority. many 
fear the EMIs of home loans they 
have taken would haunt them for 

the next decade or more. 
Asthe drive continued for the 

third day on Sunday. a group of 

residents, including women, 
were detained for protesting 

against police and DDA officials. 
While locals alleged they 

were thrashed, police denied this. 
They (residents) were obstruct-
ing DDA personnel and police. 
Some women threw chilli pow-
der at the police. A few were de-
tained. Suitable legal action will 

be taken," said a senior police of-

ficer. They were released later. 
On Sunday, Manjula Kumari 

(40). who bought a 2BHK flat in 

Pearl Residency, a multi-storey 

building in Andheria Mor, stood 

outside the complex with other 

residents. Next to them was rub-

ble froma five-storey building that 

was partially demolished two 

days ago. For the moment, their 
building, along with a few others 

has managed to procure a stay or-

der from the High Court till 

February 16. The court's status quo 

is for 8 plot numbers in ward 8. 

A single mother of three, 

Kumari moved to Delhi in 2019 

forher children's education. She 

works as a government em-

ployee with the CRPFand is cur-

rently posted in Chandigarh. Her 

parents and her children live in 

the house she bought while she 

visits regularly. "On Friday, my 

VShfer came home from upcoming Board examinations rently at an interest rate of 94%, 

(Clockwise from top) Sunday marked day 3 of the drive; Pooja Das and Rajeev Ranjan said their homes are legal.cajendra Yaudov 

ing the building nearby. I took Rajeev Ranjan, a resident of money. We saved for four-five buy a 2BHK flat in Pearl leave and got here as soon as1 Pearl Resideny for twoyearsnow years to make this home for our- Residency. "Atthe age of 45, Ihave 
could...I have put in all lhave into 
this house. There has been no 
electricity for two days and we 

selves.We can't leave unless there nostrength or means tomake ex 
Said:"Wehave a regist1y. We paid 
the money by taking loans from isa solid decision from the court. tra money.I have absolutely no government banks. We are all We can't afford to rent out à new ideawhat to do next," he said. 

Several residents also sold 
their gold to buy a house in the 
locality. One such person was 
Pooja Das (38) from Kolkata. A 
single mother who works as a 
cook at homes in Delhi, she bor-
rowed about Rs 9 lakh from her 
relatives and sold gold to buy a month. Kumari said she willstop elderly father at their 2BHKhouse. ment at their homes being 1BHK flat worth Rs 15 lakh in 

tagged as jhuggis. "The media is Greens Apartment. "People are 
calling this a jhuggi jhopdi. We Residents also expressed 26.5 lakh for the flat and pays an unauthorised colony, said John, have a proper registry: the gou 
emment has levied stamp duty Hesaidhe tooka loanof Rs 25 we hold electricity and water 

have not eaten anything," said middle-class working people and house with the ongoing EMI, we 
Kumari, who hails from Bihar. 

She said she took a loan of Rs 
28 lakh fromagovenment bank 
for the flat, which cost Rs 30 lakh. 
The EMI will now go on for the 
next 17 years. and she has been vate f imin Noida and lives with plex have taken a loan. 
paying about Rs 25,000 every 

cannot afford to buy a house if are noteven sure whether we will 
loans are not sanctionecd. How can beable to pay our EMI bak"said 
you call this illegal if we hold all 
government documents?" 

The 38-year-old works at a pri-

Ranjan, who hails from Bihar. 
He said 12 out of 13 home 

owners in his apartment com-

his wite, seven-year-old son and Some expressed disappoint-

paying the EMI and go to court Heisthe sole breadwiner. 

to fight this injustice. Ranjan tookaloan of about Rs calling our home a jhuggi, an 

concerns about their children's EMI of Rs21,000 per montlh, cur- who hails from Darjeeling. 

school and called me crying 

about the bulldozers 
demolish-

and how their studies have been wichhe sad willast for the next lakh from a private bank, at a bills, and we p 
disrupted. house tax. How 

20years."This is my hard-earned higher interest rate of 12.5%, to can this be illegal?" Das ked. 
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As Bulldozers Roll In Mehrauli, 
Residents Question Why Now 
Flats Registered, Houses Financed By Banks': DDA Action Triggers Protest 

re pension fund of Rs 30 lakh 

to purchase his flat in 2018. 

"When it was being const 
ructed, DDA people did come 
to the site. But why did they 

not stop the building then? It 

has a lift and everyone knows 
a lift can be installed only 
with permission of the civic 

agencies. If the building was 
illegal, how did this happen?" 

he fumed. 
Sumana Singha purcha-

sed a flat in Green Apart 
ments in 2019. The society ca 
me up in 2016. *Why are 

they snatching people's h0 
mes? We followed the lega] 
procedure by applying for 

electricity connection, 

ting the flat registered, etc. 

What wrong did we do?" 
Singha asked. "Also, what de 
velopment does DDA envisa-

ge by depriving thousands of 

their homes?" 
The incensed residents of 

Photos: Anindya chattopadhyay 

Abhinav.Rajpurt 
atimesgroup.com 

New Delhi: The demolition 
drive undertaken by Delhi 
Development Authority in 
Mehraulí on Friday saw 
hundreds of people coming 

out in protest againsttheland 
OWning agency for first per 
mitting constructions to 

"prosper through corrup-

tion and then threatening 
them with demolition. 

DDA demolished two shan-

ties and a f+ve-storey unoccu 
pied building in Mehrauli. 
When the drive moved further 
into the area, the residents of 

around eight housng comp-
lexes, each with 15-25 flats. gat-
hered on the road to prevent 

further razing and then appro 

ached a court for relief. 
The residents said that 

they were being penalised for 

nofault of theirs as their flats 
had been built in the past five 

DELH 

theeightapartment complex 
es not only got the demolition 

drive halted, but also later got 

a stay order from Delhi High 
Court. The court will hearthe 
matter on February 16. 

DDA defended sending 
the demolition notices to the 

Mehrauli years under the very nose of 

the administration. In its no-

tice to the residents, DDA sa 

id the reason for the demoli 
tion was that the land on 
which the houses were built 

was part of the Mehrauli Ar 

chaeological Park. 
Gagan Deep, who lives in 

Pearl Residency, said, "This 

sOCiety's construction was 

completed in 2020 and we 

purchased the flat in 2021. 

Where was DDA in the yearsS 

when the flats were being 
constructed? Even when we 

residents by saying it was do-
ne in compliance with court 

directions. A senior agency 
official said that a survey was 
carried out in 2021 and the 
area falling under the Meh-

rauli Archaeological Park 
was demarcated. *This is a 

registered the property and 

paid the municipal tax, no 

one told us anything, so it 

protected area, and the whole 

parcel of land belongs to the 
archaeological park," the of 
ficial said. "The demarcation 

cannot be our fault. 

Most flats on the lane whe ven years old. Jyoti Dandwal builder. DDA carried out a de 2021 is therightone." KN Bha-

re the demolition exercise of Green Apartments said, marcation in 2014, but is now gat, who lives in Lajwanti Re-

was carried out are five to se-

of forest land was completed 
as per court orders. It was fol 

lowing this that the demoli-
sidency, said he spent hisenti tion action was planned." "We purchased our flat from a saying its demarcation of 

Demolition drive is reminiscent of British era, claims AAP 
New Delhi: AAP has targeted ople are crying and begging in goingaround uproot ing the ho wecandoto you'." 

BJP over the DDA demolition front of police and BJP to stop uses of those who reside in 

drive in Mehrauli,alleging it is this atrocity AAPopposes this jhuggis "He added. "PreviouS rity demolished two shanties. Folwing a petition by Indian 
reminiscent of the British era no matter what happens, we lysomething like this only hap folowing which residents ma National Trust for Art ad Cul 
when people were punished for willnotallowasinglestructure pened under the colonial rule, naged tosecureatemporary re tural Heritage in July 2019, De 

societies had got relief, action 
Delhi Development Autho- would continue in other areas. 

not supporting them. 

AAP's corporation in-char 
ge, Durgesh Pathak, alleged, theallegations. 
"BJP's central agencies are bu 
sy destroying the entire area of election, BJP promises to build trend is being set by B.JP where and only unauthorised oceupa no construction activity would 
Mehrauli. Many videos have pakka houses for people. But they are telling people f yu tions were being removed. 
come from Mehrauli where pe BJP and its agencies are noW do not vote for us, this is what 

when after the 1857 First War of liet trom the court. A DDA offi hi High Court directed that the 
The B.JP did not respond to Independence, the Britishers clal said the demolition was be area under Mehrauli Archaeo-

destroyed the houses of free ing done on a court order after logical Park befreed from encro-
dom fighters. A dangerous demarcating the forest land achment. It also cautioned that 

to be demolished." 

Pathak said, "Before every 

be allowed in the area without 
Sources said that while eight its permission. TNN 
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& METRO } IN MEHRAUL 
DDA demolition drive 
targets illegal houses 

An "anti-encroachment drive" was carried out 

by the Delhi Development Authority in the Mehrauli 

Archaeological Park area amid police security on 

Friday, triggering protest from various local residents 
and a blame game between the AAP and the BJP. The 
action was taken under a demolition drive, which will 

be carried out till March 9, officials said. It comesa 

month ahead of a G20 meeting set to be hostedat 
the archaeological park. "A notice was issued last 
December and it was pasted on walls to alert people, 
a senior official in the DDA said. 

AT HT 2019 

dHo PRU TA 11 rad, 2023 
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BJP REPLICATING WHAT BRITISH DID: AAP 

Mehraulitense amid 
DDA demolition drive 

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI. FEBRUARY 7 

THE DELHI Development Auth-
ority (DDA) Friday demolished 
several shanties and multi-storey 
buildings situated on the border 
of Mehrauli Archaeological Park 
in Ladha Sarai village, amid po-
lice security, triggering protests 
by residents and prompting an 
attack on the BJP by AAP 

According to the DDA, the 
land in question belongs to them 
and has been encroached on. 

The AAP hit out at the BJP. ac 
cusing it of reneging on its poll 

promises of Jahan Jhuggi, Wahan The drive sparked protests by residents.Amit Mehra 

Makaan'. AAP MLA Durgesh 
Pathak said the BJP was replicat-
ing what the British did duri 
their rule:"During Revolt of 1857, 
those Indians who supported rev-
olutionaries were hanged and government land. We have friled croachment is a hindrance to the 

their homes demolished. Today, 
the BJP is repeating the same in DDAnotice said the buildings will Therefore, all unauthorised en-

Delhi No matter what happens, 
we won'tallow a single slum to be 

demolished"The BJPspokesper-
Son refused to comment 

The DDA comes under the 

been issueda notice saying there occupants.The said land is part of 
is some demarcation issue and theMehrauli Archaeological Park 

that our houses are situated on and the existing unauthorised en 

a petition in court because the development of the.. Park. 

be demolished on February 16.I croachers are liable to be evicted 

bought this flat with my hard- fromgovemment/DDA land." 

earned money last year, where 

willlgo with my family?" 
Locals also alleged police on 400jhuggis and 

lathi-charged residents when apartment in area 

HC orders 'status quo' 

BJP-led Centre. 
Locals living in apartments they protested against the drive. 

and builder floors near the dem-
olition site said the DDA issued these flats are illegally con-

notices saying their houses are structed on DDA, Waqf Board and 400 jhuggis in Ghosiya slum 
situated on government land ASI land. "The drive was carried colony in Mehrauli. A single 
and will be demolished. 

Vicky Shah,wholives in Forest ment. They requested police sup- Ptritam Singh Arora was hearing 

View apartments, said, "Around port to maintain law and order a plea moved by dvwellers of the 

8.30 am.DDAofficials camealong and control the crowd. Residents colony. Justice Arora heard an-

with police and cranes and de- held protests," the officer said. 

molished two-three multistorey 
apartment buildings near Aulia the deputy secretary horticulture 
Masjid at Andheria More and a department, DDA: "Whereas, it 
bunch of shanties near the ar-

chaeological park. There are sev- ment/DDA Jand of village Ladha 
eral buildings and apartments in Sarai which falls in Khasta are en-
this area and many of us have croached upon by unauthorised next date of hearing." he said. 

The High Court Friday or 
dered status quo with respect to 

According to a police officer, 

out by DDA'shorticulture depart- judge bench of Justice Manmeet 

other plea moved by 17 persons 

According toanotice issued by living in an apartment in 
Mehrauli's ward 8. "In view of 
the fact that Khasra No. 1151/3 

has been found that govern- min finds no mention in demo-
lition order, it is directed that sta-
tus quo be maintained... until 
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HC status quo 
on demolition 
of slum cluster 

TiMES NEws NeTWORK 

New Delhi: Delhi High Court 
on Friday ordered status quo 
on Delhi Development Autho 
rity's demolishing of a slum 
cluster in Mehrauliarea. 

The single bench of Justice 
Manmeet Pritam Arora direc-
ted DDA to maintain the status 
quo on Ghosiya Slum Colony 
till February 14. The slum clus-
ter houses 400jhuggis. 

"In light of the averment 
that Ghosiya Slum Colony is a 

jhuggi cluster duly enlisted in 

the list published by the Delhi 
Urban Shelter Improvement 
Board (DUSIB) on its official 
website, which records 400 

jhuggis, as also the 2015 policy, 
and the fact that the respon-
dents do not have instructions 

in the matter, the respondents 
are directed to maintain the 

Sunil Kataria 
Rajesh.Choudhary@tmesgroup.com 

ees 

RERAOR HOdaGT OÍ NIEDRT status quo with respect to 

the 400 juggis until the next da-
teof hearing." 

Thebench, while listing the 

matter for hearing on Februa-
ry14, directed the authorities to 
file their written submissions 

Estate Regulatory Authority 

on or before February 13. 

The court was hearing a 
plea moved by Gosiya Colony 
Sewa Samiti which said the 
slum colony appeared on a list 

published by the DUSIB in 2018. 
The counsel mentioned the 
Delhi Urban Slum and Rehabi-
litation and Location Policy 
2015 and submitted that since 

DDA is the land-owning agen-
cy, it is obliged to rehabilitate 
theresidents priorto their evic 
tion. The counsel said no evic-
tion notice was served on them. 
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More buildings razed in Mehrauli, 

govt asks DDA to stop demolition 
khasra in question, no notice was 

served to the occupants, and obvi-
Ously there was no participation of 
the said occupants at the time of 

Conducting the said demarcation," 

the minister said. 
Zeenat Parveen, a mother of 

three children, who lived on the 
top floor of the Orchid Apart 
ments, said, "Last night, at around 
9pm, two police oficials came to 

our house and asked us to vacate it 

Sadia Akhtar 

sadia.akhtar@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop 
ment Authority (DDA) continued 
its demolition drive for the second 

day on Saturday in Mehrauli's 
Aam Bagh area, razing a four-sto 

rey building and five structures 
nearby even as Delhi revenue min 
ister Kailash Gahlot directed the 
district magistrate (South) to con-

duct a fresh demarcation of the 
land in the area and inform the 

landowning agency about it. 

The Delhi government has 
asked thé DDAto stop the demo-
lition drive, Gahlot said on Sat-

urday evening 
DDA partially demolished a Residents protest DDA's demolition drive on Saturday. RAJK RAJIHT 

couple of houses, some of those 
were under-construction, andd 

Some shanties in the same area on cation exercise had been carried carried out? This is a nexus 

by morning. How can one vacate 

an entire house at such short 
notice? We have documents, land 

registry, and other identity cards 
issued on this address yet DDA 
demolished the building without 

any notice, said Parveen. 
The building housed nine fami-

lies. Raju Khertala's family was 

Theagency added that a demar when the fresh demarcation was among them. 
Khertala, whose daughter is Ito 

get married later this month, was 
distraught "My daughter's wed-

out on the directions of the between politicians from all par 
Friday. 

Teams of DDA officials 
first brought down the 
four-storey structure, 
Orchid Apartments, 
amid protests by resi 
dents of the building 
and other local 
residents. Then, 
at around 

the 

Delhi high court in the ties and DDA oficials who col-

presence of DDA and the luded with builders and are now cingis in two weeks from now. We 

Waqf Board represent 
atives by the state whoasked not to be named. 

revenue depart-
ment in December 
2021 Iit said the aim him with complaints about the 
of the current ongoing demolition drive. 
drive was to 

) "recla im Ladha Sarai have represented 
encroached gov-

ernment land for use 

are helpless and don't know what 
to do anymore. How do we con-

Gahlot on Saturday said several tinue with the wedding when our 

people from the area have come to house was razed in front of us?, 

making us sufer,"saida resident, 

D EH 
said Khertala 

Sahira Bano, 60, said that her BRIJWAS 
gOLONY Many residents of Village mother-in-law had a ration card 

issued to the address of the house 
4.30pm, 
agency's bulldozers 
proceeded ahead in the Jharna 
area in the vicinity of the apart 
ment, and demolished around 

four to five houses there. 
Inawritten statement on Satur-

against DDA's demolition drive on that was demolished near the 
the basis of faulty demarcation.I 
have advised Divisional Commis-

sioner& DM south to cary out 

MEHRA 

by citizens as a park". 
Residents, however, said that a 

Jharna locality. "Now, we dont 
know how we will stay here at 
night in the open," said Bano. 

According to DDA's letter to 2017 land demarcation exercise fresh demarcation in the presence 
of affected persons," Gahlot deputy commissioner of police 

tweeted. 
did not include the areas where 
the demolition was being carried 
out "Buildings are not constructed 

in one day. Why did DDA and 

other agencies not say anything 
when they were being con 

cal Park, and around I,200 square structed? Why did the revenue 

metres of land has been reclaimed. department not inform residents 

day, DDA said that it had started a 

drive from Friday for the removal 

bf encroachment from the DDA 

land of Ladha Sarai Village falling 
within the Mehrauli Archaeologi-

Gahlot said the earlier demar-
cation was conducted without 
serving any notices to the occu-
pants. "In a meeting on Friday, it demolition order was pasted in 
was admitted by revenue officials 
that before the demarcation of the test on Saturday evening 

(south). the drive will continue till 
March 9 or till the completion of 
the demolition programme. Resi-
dents at Andheria Mor, where the 

December. also started a sit-in pro-
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Stay for a few, Mehrauli demolition continues 
DDA Says Drive Essential As Houses Are On Govt Land, Residents Claim No llegality Was Ever Pointed Out 

on Saturday After the Orchid Apartment While the court order was respected, cietysimilarly asked, "If it was illegal, why rised and illegal encroachment/construc 
wasn't the construction stopped? If work tion, had been carried out in December2021 
had been halted, people wouldn't have pur. as per the direction of Delhi High Court by 

chased the fats at that time." Amit Chaud the revenue department in the presenceof 
hary. resident of Pearl Residency which DDA and Wagf Board representatives. 

DDA said that it had reclaimed 1,200 
While 10 apartment complexes had acqui hi government. we thought everything was agencies are fully aware. Our houses were registry work wasn't difficult, people were square metres of government land A noti 

ce dated December 12 had directed the en-
On Saturday, people parked their cars croachers to remove all the unauthorised 

torn down. Khertla, who irons clothes for a across the road to deny passage to the bull construction from the land in question wit 
Residents had a common complaint living, said, "I sold a house in Sangam Vi dozer. DDA said, "All stakeholders, inclu hin 10 days. On many occasions. Delhi has 

that no illegality was pointed out to them har to purchase this flat for Rs 15 lakh. My ding Delhi government, have been on bo directed the government authorities to se 
While the court order was respected. when the buildings were being built over daughter's marriage is on February 23 and ard in the run up to this long pending, co- cure. protect and preserve land falling un-

urt-mandated demolition. A demarcation der the Mehrauli Archaeological Park 

Abhinav.Rajput®timesgroup.com 
walls were brought down, several shanties DDA demolished houses and 

New Delhi: Mehrauli remained tense on were also razed. 

Saturday with people agitatingas Delhi De-
velopment Authority contintued its demoli. nat was built in 2019 and we purchased it in cOurt's protection on Saturday 
tion exercise, which had begun on Priday 2022. Since the registration was done by Del 

Hori Lal, resident of Orchid, said, "My Shanties that did not have the 

has got a court stay order, added, "Because 

red a court stay order against any demoli above board. Now we find ourselves on the registered by Delhi government," said an prompted to buy the flats." 
tion, DDA said that the drive was necessary road. My three children and two daughters irked Raju Khertla, whose apartment was 
since the land on which the houses were bu- in-law don't have a roof above their heads." 

ut was government land and had ASIpro-
tected monuments sited on it. 

DDA demolished houses and shanties the past six-seven years under the very no look at my state." 
that did not have the court's protection se of the administration. "All government Jyoti Dangwal, who lived in a nearby so- exercise to identify the extent of unautho- from encroachments. 

Govt orders new demarcation study, 
alleges occupants were kept in dark 

Photos: Sanjeev Rastogi 

Abhinav.Rajput 
@timesgroup.com 

New Delhi: A day after Delhi 

Development Authority car 
ried out a demolition drive in 
Mehrauli that led to large 
scale protests by the resi-
dents, revenue minister Kai-
lash Gahlot on Saturday or 
dered a fresh demarcation to 

Sarai, is a densely populated 

area. Buildings and residen-
tial houses in the village are 
very old. It was admitted by 
revenue officials that before 
the demarcation, no notice 
was served to the occupants 
and obviously there was no 
participation of the occu-
pants at the time of conduc-
ting the demarcation. Thus, 
it is apparent that the demar 
cation has been conducted 

be conducted in the area. 
Gahlot has directed the 

districtmagistrate (South) to 
carry out a fresh demarca-
tion exercise of Mehrauli Ar-
chaeological Park situated in 
village Ladha Sarai, said Del-

h government. 
Several shanties and a co-

uple of apartments were de 
molished during the drive. 
DDA earlier stated that the ex 
ercise was being carried out 
in compliance with court di 

rections. In its notice to the re-
sidents, DDA said the reason 
for the demolition was that 
the land on which the houses 
were built was part of Meh-
rauli Archaeological Park. 

Over 10 apartment comp 
lexes have, howeve, taken a 
stay order from Delhi High co In its notice, DDA said the reason for the demolition was that the land on 
urt. The court will near their which the houses were built was part of Mehrauli Archaeological Park matter on January 16 and 18. 

Cahlotalleged that the de turday, the minister called issued notices to individuals habited" he asserted. 
marcation had been conduc for a meeting of the officials while carrying out the de 
ted by keeping the occupants Concerned over the matter. In marcation exercise". 
in dark and without serving the meeting, it was observed 
any notices to them. On Sa- that "the department had not tion that the village, Ladha port prepared in 2021. 

by keeping the occupants in 
dark and no hearing of any 

nature whatsoever was 8l 
ven to the aggrieved per 
sons, Gahlot claimed. 

He has ordered that du-
ring the fresh demarcation 
exercise, the residents who 
are likely to get affected may 
beasked to remain present for 
fairness and transparency. 

A senior DDA official told 
TOIthat demarcation is a qu-
asi judicial operation. "In 
this case, the DM or SDM can 
re-examine it but only to the 
extent that whether the cor 
rect process was being follo-
wed during the demarcation. 

They cannot change the dec1 
sion based on some other gro 
ind or just because they feel 
hat the area has now been in-

DDA earlier stated that 
he demolition would be done 

"It is an admitted posi as per the demarcation re-
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In Mehrauli, homes, dreams crumble 
Amid DDA demolition of their homes, residents ask why authorities are targeting them now after being oblivious for years 

that status quo be mainta1ned. havea loan on it. The EMI was, in 
ABHINAYA HARIGOVIND 
NEW DELHI FEBRUARY 11 

meawhile, remain a womied lot. Tact.just paid yesterday. We were 
Most have loans to payoff and said living on rent in Chhatarpur be 
they had no reason to suspect the fore." said Sheetal. an employee 
buildings were illegal. Residents RAJU KHARTLA and Horee Lal 

residents ot a four-storey build-

ng in Mehraull stood on the road 
amid their possessions as the 
Delhi Development Authority 
(DDA) pulled the walls of their 
building down on Saturday. 

By evenung the building had 
gapung holes where the walls once 

were. reveal1ng a cot. à cupbaard. 
a painting and calendar on the 

wall and curtains still lying in 
some of the 10 homes that were 

hastily vacated in the moming 
Right outside the buld1ng. Ordud 
Aparument. geysers. mattresses 
and utensils lay on the ground 

"A month ago. some notces 

were stuck1nthe locality. But we 
didn't know whatt that was 

at a private company. 
in muluple buld1ngs in the area Sheetal also said the builders 
were unsure about whether they 
should prepare to move out de 
spite the court order 

On Saturday. these buildings 
had the court order pasted on the demolition order was pasted on 
walls outside. At Pear! Residency. December 12, 2022. asking to re-
which lies down a narrow lane move unauthonsed construction 
with a row of four-five storey from the land in 10days. The DDA 
buildings. Amit Chaudhury. 34. 
who works at an MNC,. said the 
property itself was five years old. land of Ladha Sarai village and is 
The notice that was pasted on the part of the Mehraul1 Archaeolo 

walls on December 12 did not gcal Park,hoUSing around 55 pro 
mention the khasra number that tected monuments. The drve to 
Our property lies in. Ir's on the ba-

sis of this that we've got the stay. 
Our properties are registered. 

Electricity and water supply was board in the run up to this long 
cut bnefly yesterday betore the pending. Court-mandated exer-

status quo order." said Chaudhury. Cise", the DDA said in the release 
The building has around 15 

flats with a single one costing identify extent of unauthorised 
around Rs 35 lakh. Chaudhury 
said the builders of the multi-
storey buildings in the area were moving them. had been carnied 

all different but were mostly lo out as per diretion of the Hon ble 
cal builders from Mehrauli. Pearl 

were from Mehrauli and that they 
had heard of the houses in the 

bulding by word of mouth 
In a release, the DDA said a 

has said the land involved in the 

demolition is"government/ DDA" 

clear "encroachments" began on 
February 10 and "all stakeholders. 
including GNCTD, have been on 

about Last night. around 9 pm. 

wopolicemen came and told us 
we will have to vacate and the 
bulding will be demolished the 
next morming. Nothing could be 

moved overnight and. in the 
morning. the CRPF. police and 
DDA offñcals were here to empry 
the building." said Khartla's son-
in-law Kuldeep Phatyal, 34. 

Khartla. 57, irons clothes for 
a iving and was prepping for his 

daughter's wedding, scheduled 
for February 23. Khartla and his 
famuly of four had sold another 
property in Sangam Vihar and 
bought the flat around three 
four years ago at a cost of around 
Rs 17 lakh, he said. "We didn't 

think there was anything illegal 
about this The property was reg-
Lstered." he added 

Lal, 55.a halwai. moved into houses are already gone, and 
the bulding about a year ago. "It there were at least 11 people liv-
was regstered in my son's name 

Flats in the building cost any- ordenng a halt on the demolition 
where between Rs 18 lakh and 22 after it was done? [ve been living 
lakh For work. I moved here from since I was bom and the house 
Agra where we have some agm-

cultural land." said Lal., whose 
fam1ly of around 10 lrved in a 
2BHK in the bulding, Both Khartda emptied their house, the latter 
and Lal were unsure about where carying the books she needed for 
they would go next Wewill look the upcoming class 12 exams. 
for something temporary tonight They came in the afternoon and 
and then see tomorrow."Lal said. 

"A demarcation exercise. to 

and illegal encroachment/con 
struction. for the purpose of re-

High Court by the Revenue 
Residency. for instance. had two Department. representatives. in 
different builders. he said. 

This is for 
the presence of DDA and Waqf 

Board represen 
no tault of tatives in 

Cenameeting dated 
10.02.2023, it was 

since our admitted by Revenue 

loans have officials that before 

ours. Banks 
are involved 

December 
2021." it said. 

The 
Hon'ble High 
Court of Delhi been sanc-

demarcation... no notice 
tioned. Property tax was served to occu 

is being paid. pants..it is apparent 
Now we're that said demarcation 
waiting for has been conducted by 

the court to keeping occupants 
decide. saia in dark..." 

has, on many 

OCcasions. di-
rected the gov-

was pulled down, said, "Our During the DDA demolition drive at Mehrauli, Saturday. 
Photos: Praveen Khanna 

ernment au-

WHAT HAS HAPPENED SO FAR thorities to 

secure. protect 
ing here. What was the point of 

and preserve 
the area fall1ng 
under Mehrauli 

venes in Mehrauli demolition same.. In the meeting it was ob- Praveen 
dve: asks DDA to stop demoli- served that the department had Prabhanjan -KAILASH GAHLOT 
tion". Nevertheless, demolition not issued notices to the said in-

continued till around 6 pm. The dividuals while camying out the works in a 

CRPE police, DDA officials and demarcation exercise among private com-
earthmovers leit by 6 pm, leav-other fllacies in the process" pany. Their building lies next to croachment" the DDA said. The 
ing rubble behind. 

Gahlot has directed the 

Distnct Magastrate (South)to con position that village Ladha Sarai in which all units had been sold, park".it added 
duct resh demartaton of the land is a densely populated area and according to residents in the area 
in the area and ensure people who the building/residential houses 
are likely to be affected are pres-

40. who DELHIEVENUEMINISTER 
has been around for longer." 

On Saturday aftemoon. Reeba 
Saifi, 34, and her daughter Aleena 

Archaeologgcal 
Park by remov-

ing illegal en-

the communication said. 

Gahlot said.,"Ttis an admitted partially demolished Fnday. one nghtful use by all citizens as a 
an unoccupied bulding that was land is being reclaimed for its 

Delhi BJP spokesperson 
Kusum Snvastava, a resident Praveen Shankar Kapoor said: 

in the said village are very old. In since 2019 of Forest View "Mehrauh has been witness1ng 
ent dunng the exercise.A com ameeting dated 10.02.2023. it Apartments that is among the a demolition drive based on 
munication from Gahlor's ofice was admitted by Revenue ofi buildings on which starus quo Delhi government's Revenue 

has been ordered, said most Department records and sur-
wepresentations onthe matter tion. nonotice was sered to the build1ngs in the area have come pris1ngly. when dozens of 

up in the past five to seven years. houses were demolished today. 

Somnath Bharti and residents of was no participation of the said When the building was being wefind Revenue Minister Gahlor 
made, what was the DDA doung? coming out to say that there are 
The demarcation needs to be tallacies in the old survey of his 

It was also stated in the said Thus. itis apparent that said de- done again," she said. Sheetal department and we are ordenng 
representations that demarca- marcation has been conducted hakur, 45, a resident of Blue Sky a new survey." Point1ng to the 
tion carried out by the Revenue by keeping occupants in dark Apartment, a four-storey build- "callousness" of the government 

ing on which the status quo or- in gving the DDA "a wrong sur-
void-ab-initio and was neither whatsoever was given to the ag der applies, said she moved into vey report" Kapoor said author-

the building a year ago. "This ities should "consider putting 

Residents of those buildings build1ng came up only about a the demolition dnve in abeyance 
year ago. We paid 22 lakh and pending proper survey. 

rold us to vacate the house. 

All 10 units in the building were Notices were issued some time 

Occupied. residents sad 

Inaddition to the mult-storey we'll have to look for something 

building. two earthmovers on rent The bigger buld1ngs have 
worked together to brng down got a stay and our homes have 
three smaler homes in he neigh- gone. said Reeba, who lives with 

bourthood Saturday. Among them three daughters and a son and 

were residents who were in- works in a beauty parlour. A por-
censed that some of the other tion of their house was demol-
mult-storey build1ngs in the area 1shed on Saturday evening 

had managed to procure a stay 
order from the High Court, while tuon from the Delhi govemment 

their homes were demol1shed. 
The High Coure's status quo order Kailash Gahlot has ordered fresh 

came tor eight plot numbers in demarcation to be conducted in 

ago.but where are we to go? Now 
HC orders status quo for 
8plot numbers in ward 8 

FEB 10 

Drive begins; DDA 
demolishes several 

Saucd that the minister had receved cias that before the demarca-

FEB 11 
from Malviya Nagar MLA OCcupants.. and obviously there shanties and multi-storey 

buildings buildings, shanties 
demolished as of Saturday 
evening 

the Ladha Sarai village. and a occupants at the time of con-
meeting of officials was held. Authority says land 

involved in demolition is 
ducting the said demarcation. 

gOvernment/DDA" land of Delhi Revenue Minister 

Ladha Sarai village and is 
part of Mehrauli 

Archaeological Park 

Around 4 pm, a communica- "government/DDA" 1angor Kailash Gahlot directs 
District Magistrate (South) 
to conduct fresh 

demarcation of land 

Said that Revenue Minister Department was illegal and and no hearing of any narure 

done in accordance with law nor gneved persorns 
the pnnciples of natural justice 
were followed prior to the whee the High Courthas ordered 

ward 8, Mehrauli. the disputed area and that the Residents stage protest in area 

Shaheen. 22. whose house "Kejriwal government inter 



DELHI DEVELOPMENTAUTHORITY 

LIBRARY 

DOESS eIPPING SERVICE A SPR f 12 5at, 2023 

SATTET5RUT (3ists) ERT 7T 8HT 

QITA-

20 ad AaE dbut HRdi-

fo 

fa 

8I 3 YART (zTHT) 

TTHM 55 TRE 



DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
LIBRARY 

PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE 

TT ZTI T THAT7, 13 at 202 NAME OF NEWSPAPERS 

Photos: Sanjeev Rastogi 

ET TI 2 f 



DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
LIBRARY 

PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE 

THE INDIAN EXPRESss, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13,2023 -DATED---- --

Latest Delhi govt-L-G flashpoint: Removal 
of 'unauthorised religious structures 

The official said these were headed by Sisodia has kept 78 
pending despite all statutory such proposals pending since 
requisite formalities and pemis- May 2022," the official alleged. 
Sions in place with regard to re-
moval of unauthorised religious tions "completely baseless and 
structures erected by "land grab- cheappolitics" "The L-Gclaimed 
bers" after 2009, when the the said files have been held up 
Supreme Court barred any fur-
ther occupation by such struc-
tures and ordered their removal. politics on such a sensitive mat-

As per the official, this was 
Supposed tobe achieved through clearance for demolition of sev-

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 12 

Deputy CM 
Manish 
Sisodia Sisodia termed the allega-

THE AAP-LED Delhi government 
and the L-Csoffice Sunday traded 
barbs over the issue of structural 
"amendments" in the vicinity of 
religious structures on govern-
ment land, against the backdrop 
ofthe DDA's demolition and anti- Gurgaon Road, Mehrauli 
encroachment drive in Mehrauli. Badarpur Road, Dhaula Kuan-

While the L-G office accused RTR Marg. and Ring Road at the religious committee eral religious structures includ-
the govermment of keeping files various sites. The recalled files, 
related to key infrastructure proj- they said, were also related 
ects "inexplicably pending" for 
years, Deputy CM Manish Sisodia Delhi stretch of the Delhi-
accused L-GVKSaxena of playing Saharanpur and 
politics over a sensitive matter. 

L-G House officials said tion to beginning construction of the committee to remove 'unau- molished.The L-G calls himself 

Saxena recalled several related housing projects for government thorised religious structures'that the ocal guardian'of Delhi, why 
to clearance for projects, includ- employees among others pend-
ing decongestion of critical traf- ing since 2017. 

termed the 

allegations 
baseless 

by my department. It is unfortu-
nate the L-G is choosing to play 

fic corridors such as Mehrauli-

ter. The matter concens giving 

formed in 2014,as per a SCjudg- ing many big temples that have 
ment, to consider and recom- existed for decades,"Sisodia said, 

to completion of work on the mend removal ofsuch structures adding "Any decision Over mak-
on receipt of a request by the ing amends to religious struc-
land-owning agency concerned. tures can't be taken in haste, let Delhi-

Dehradun Expressway, in addi- Despite recommendations of alone allowing them to be de-

have held up key infrastructure doesn't he dear projects of pub-
projects, the Home Department lic interest?" 

TaHTR ZTaI T tITar, 13 art 2023 
.... ***** 

*********************a****** 
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MY DELHI } RESIDENTS PROTEST 
Demolition drive in 
Mehrauli for 3rd day 

Residents stage a protest in Mehrauli. VIPIN KUMAR/HT PHOTO 

Mehrauli: Protests 
over demolitions 
Continue on Day 3 

The Delhi Development Authority (DDA) 
continued its demolition drive at Mehrauli's Aam 

Bagh area for a third day on Sunday, even as 

residents tried to block access for bulldozers and 
earthmovers and raised slogans against the body. 
Some women also allegedly threw red chilli powder 
at police personnel, following which they were 
detained, senior officers said. In a statement, DDA 
said the aim of the drive was to "reclaim encroached 
government land" in the Mehrauli Archaeological 
Park "for its rightful use by all itizens as a park'. Ps 

the GNCTD (Delhi government). 
have been on board in the run up 
to this long-pending, court-man 
dated exercise," DDA had said, 
stating this park, adjacent to the 
iconic Qutub Minar, is home to 
about 55 monuments under pro-day on Sunday, even as residents tection of ASI, the state archaeo-

logical department and DDA. 
On Sunday, the demolition 

slogans against the body. Some drive began with earthmovers 
women also allegedly threw red demolishing a multi-storey chilli powder at police person- building. Soon, a group of 

women threw red chilli powder 
on police personnel. They later 

In a statement, DDA said the alleged that police lathi charged aim of the drive was to "reclaim them. However, police denied encroached government land" in the allegations. "There was no the Mehrauli Archaeological lathi charge. Some women who 

HT Correspondent 

letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) contin-
ued its demolition drive at Meh-
rauli's Aam Bagh area for a third 

tried to block áccess for bulldo-
zers and earthmovers and raised 

nel, following which they were 
detained, senior officers said. 

Park "tor its rightful use by all 
citizens as a park. 

'All stakeholders, including Chandan Chowdhary 

threw red chilli powder have 
been detained," said DCP (south)) 
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Demolition drive continues amid protests 
Sanjeev Rastogi 

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com 

New Delhi: Delhi Develop-
ment Authority's drive to cle-
ar "unauthorised constru 
tions" on government land in 
Mehrauli continued on Sun-
day amid protests by locals. 

The agitated protestors, 
mostly women, shouted slo 
gans against the government 
and DDA. Some of them accu-

sed DDA officials and the police 
of "misbehaving" with the 
crowd. "What were these agen 
cies doing when the construc-
tion was taking place and the 

flats were sold? We even have 
our registry papers and pay the 

house tax regularly 
the flat about a year ago with 

my hard-earned money and 

now I am being asked to leave 

after suddenly being served a 

notice. Where will we go?" Sa-

tya Bhama, aresident, said. She 

ANGER ON STREETS: In the morning, some women were detained after they allegedly threw red chilli powder on police personnel 

the property"she said. 
Sakuntala Pandey anot 

her resident, said her child 
ren's boards exam were sche 
duled this month and her hus-
band had also taken ill. "I am 
clueless about what to do and 
where to go," said Pandey, te-
ars rolling down her face. 

DDA, with helpfrom thelo-
cal police, started the demoli-
tion action on Friday. It razed 
several shanties and some 
multi-storey buildings borde-
ring Mehrauli Archaeological 
Park in Ladha Sarai village. 

uth) Chandan Chowdhary in rauli Archaeological Park. next to the boundary wall of a 

park, but DDA was now cal-bought sisted that no lathicharge was The process to shift the trans 
conducted and there were no former sparked a protest, with lingit an encroachment on go-

vernment land. "We haven't 

sleptforthreenightsand don't 
know what lies ahead. It is in-

human to demolish so many 
houses when hundreds of fa 
milies arealready livingthere. 
We haven't come here over 
night. It took years for these 
buildings to be constructed 
and, now suddenly, the autho-
rities have woken up and pas-
ted notices outsidethehouses, 
giving us a few days to vacate 

injuries. "The locals were ob- locals alleging that it would le-

ad to a disruption in power 
supply They claimed that it 
was a deliberate action to in-
convenience the residents. 

The authority, however, as-
sured theresidentsthat power 
supply would be restored so-

On Sunday, police and DDA on. The residents were not pa-
cified and insisted that the of 

structing the DDA personnel 
and police. Some women als0 
threw red chilli powder on 

claimed that male members of them," she said, adding that 
Some people had been detai 
ned and suitable legal action 
would be taken against them. 

her family were shoved and 

pushed with lathis when they 
questioned the demolition. 

In the morning, some wo 

men were detained after they ofticials targeted newly const 

allegedly threw red chilli pow ructed buildings (not occupied ficials leave immediately 
Preeti, a resident, said the 

deron police personnel. Depu yet) near a power transformer, 

ty commissioner of police (s0- located next to the wall of Meh- buildings were constructed 
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HC stays Mehrauli slum demolition drive till hearing on Feb 14 STAFF REPORTERNEW DELHI "In Jight of the averments near Aulia Masjid at Andehria thedemolition is being carried ing the British rule. Thosee . made in the petition that More along with shanties. out is a part of the Mehrauli who suPported freedom fight .The land on which the Archaeological Park and the ers in 1857 Mutiny were 
The Delhi High Court on Ghosiya Slum Colony is a Friday directed the author- jhuggi cluster duly enlisted in alleged encroachment was existing1 unauthorised hanged, their houses demol-ities Delhi Urban Shelter the list published by DUSIB on done belonged to multiple encroachment is acting as a ished. This is being replicated Lmprovement Board (DUSIB) its official website, which agencies including DDA, Waqf hindrance to the development by the BJP" Pathak alleged. He and Delhi Developmet records 400 jhuggis, as also the Board, and ASI, they.claimed. of the park. Authority (DDA) to main- 2015-policy and the fact that "A demolition drive. is Addressing a press confer- court in this matter. tain the status quo on 400 jhug the respondents do not have being carried out by the ence, AAP leader Durgesh gis ot a slum colony in instructions in the matter, the Horticulture Department of Pathak accused the BJP of Yadav and Somnath Bharti Mehrauli, which were to be respondents are directed to the 
demolished during the day. maintain status quo with Management Authority. Políce Jahan Jhuggi Wahan Makaan councillor has been detained. Meanwhile, the AAP has lashed respect to the 400 jhuggis ver- personnel have been deployed and aaid they were demolish- BP is taking revenge trom peo-out at the BJP over the ified by DUSIB, until the next on the spot as preventive pro- ing unauthorised colonies and ple for not choosing them in Mehrauli demolition drive and date of hearing, Justice tection for DDA officials to slum areas to exact revenge for Vidhan Sabha and MCD polls. accused it was replicating what. Manpreet Pritam Singh Arora carry out their duties and also losing the Vidhan Sabha and They had promised to build. British did during their rule. 

The high court listed the 
matter for further hearing on has started a demolition drive ities had staged a protest against from Mehrauli where people this to happen, the AAP leader February 14 noting that the in the Mehrauli area amid the demolition but the situation are crying and begging in front said. counsel for the authorities, police security. Locals claimed was later brought under con- of police and BJP to stop thhs including DUSIB and DDA did that the drive that started in the trol, said a senior police offi- atrocity. I'don't think this has of other areas like Tughlakabad tion notices. "We are seeing fainting, people are crying. We over our bodies if they want to 

also said they will aPproach the 

Our party MLAs Naresh 

Delhi Disaster reneging on its poll promises of have been detained. Even our 

houses but they are demolish Earlier in the day, the DDA the locality. Initially, the local- "Many videos have come ing jhuggies. We won't allow 

said. to maintain law and order in MCD polls. 

AJhugg-Jhopri resident being removed from the site during a demolition drive by DDA Ranjan Dimni/Pioneer Pathak said that residents 

on 

not 

Friday 
have complete instructions morning was demolishing two cial. According to the demoli- ever happened in Independent and Madipur in Punjabi Bagh videos from Mehrauli and they will not let this happen. The carry out the demolition," he 

and three-storeyed buildings tion notice, the land on which India. This used to happen dur- havg also been served demoli are saddening. Women are bulldozers will have to pasS said. 
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DDA bulldozers roll into Mehrauli, 
court halts demolition of jhuggis 
Residents, AAP leaderS stage protest; High Court orders status quo on demolition of 400 jhuggis and several other 

buildings in the area; AAP says BJP is targeting the poor for its loss in the MCD elections; more such drives to follow: DDA 

sent during the drive, said 
he feared that the nearby 
slum cluster where he lives 
would be the next one to 
be razed. He said the auth-
orities have conveyed that 
more such drives would 
follow. "They can come for 
our homes anytime," he 
said. 

The Hindu Bureau 
NEW DELHI 

he Delhi Develop-
ment Authority 
(DDA) 0n Friday 

conducted a demolition 

drive in the city's Mehrauli 

area amid police presence, 
leading to stiff opposition 
from local residents and 

AAP leaders. 
During the day, as peo-

ple approached the Delhi 
High Court, authorities 

were directed to maintain 

status quo and put on hold 

the demolition of 400 

jhuggis of a slum cluster 

and several other buildings 

in the area. 

The court will now hear 

According to a DDA offi-
cial, the land belongs to 
the agency and it is part of 
the 
cal Park. 

Me uli Archaeologi-
(From left) Heavy machinery being used to demolish alleged illegal structures at Mehrauli on Friday 
security personnel remove a resident protesting to stop the DDA's demolition drive. PTI/AFP "Removing all the en-

croachments will take 
time," the oficial said, ad-
ding that there was a con-
fusion over the demarca-
tion of the land, but that 
has been resolved with the 

help of the Delhi govern-
ment's Revenue Depart 
ment and the DDA's Land 

storey buildings have been 
demolished while the total 
encroachments to be re-

the police, and released la 
ter. The officer said around 
22-23 structures have been 
demolished that were a 

at the Centre had promised 
homes to people in slums 
under the "Jahan Jhuggi, 
Wahi Makaan' scheme, but 
the BJP was now demolish-
ing houses in Mehrauli. 
"The BJP is making the 
poor bear the brunt for its 
defeat in the MCD polls by 
bulldozing slums in Delhi," 
AAP MCD in-charge Dur 
gesh Pathak said. 

Aftab Alam, a wheel 
chair user who was pre-

moved-which mostly 
comprise concrete build 

ings 

mix of partial and proper 
structures, but no jhuggis 
were razed on Friday. 

these petitions one 

against the demolition of across an area of "20 

the slum cluster and four 

separate pleas for multiple 

buildings in the area -on 

February 14 and 16, 

respectively. 

A senior DDA oficial 

said a few two- and three-

are spread out 

acres". 
According to a senior 

police 
sons, including Malviya Na-

gar MLA Somnath Bharti, 
were detained during the 
drive for trying to obstruct 

AAP protests 
Attacking the BJP over the 
drive, AAP alleged that be-
fore the MCD elections last 

Management Department. 
"Whatever encroachment officer four per 
falls within our land, ac-
cording to the demarcation 
report, will be removed," 
he added. 

year, Prime Minister Na 
rendra Modi's government 
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Heavy machinery being used to demolish alleged illegal structures during an anti-encroachment drive by 
Delhi Development Authority (DDA), ot Mehrauli in New Delhi, Friday PII 

High Court orders status quo on 
demolitionofjhuggis in Mehrauli 

OUR CORRESPONDENT the morning during the drive. 
The land on which the AAP lashes 

NEW DELHI: The Delhi alleged encroachment was done 
High Court Friday directed belonged to multiple agencies 
the authorities to maintain the including DDA, Waqf Board, 
status quo on 400 jhuggis of a and Archaeological Survey of 
slum colony in Mehrauli, which India (ASI), it has been claimed. 
were to be demolished during 

the day. 
The high court listed the demolition is being carried out ment Authority (DDA) in Meh 

matter for further hearing on isa part of the Mehrauli Archae-
February 14 noting that the ological Park and the existing 

counsel for the authorities, unauthorised encroachment 
including Delhi Urban Shelter is acting as a hindrance to the 
Improvement Board (DUSIB) development of the park 
and Delhi Development 
Authority (DDA), did not have aseparate petition also directed British, who demolished houses 
complete instructions today. 

"In light of the averments status quo regarding a partic hghters during the mutiny of 

made in the petition that ular building in Mehrauli vil 
Ghosiya Slum Colony is a jhuggi lage which the plea claimed was ing that it would move court 
cluster duly enlisted in the list not mentioned in the demoli-

published by DUSIB on its offi-
cial website, which records 400 

ihuggis, as also the 2015 policy the demolition action was being registries of buildings con-
and the fact that the respon-

dents do not have instructions in well which was contrary to the ernment land were done. 

the matter, the respondents are demolition order of December 
directed to maintain status quo 12, 2022. 

with respect to the 400 jhuggis 
verified by DUSIB, until the next Khasra no. l51/3 min finds demolition drive in Mehrauli 

date of hearing. Justice Man-

preet Pritam Singh Arora said. 

The DDA, 0n Friday, started it is directed that status quo be 

a demolition drive in the Meh- maintained with respect to the notice, the land on which the 
rauli area amid police security. subectprOpertyunti ne next demolition is being carried out 

Locals claimed that some date or hearlng. 1ns court has 1s a part of the Mehrauli Archae. 

out at BJP 

NEW DELHI: Lashing out at 
According to the demolition the BJP over a demolition drive 

notice, the land on which the launched by the Delhi Develop-

rauli here, the AAP on Friday 
alleged the saffron party is tak-
ing revenge trom people for not 
voting for it in assembly and 
MCD polls. 

The BJP is acting like the Meanwhile, the high court in 

the authorities to maintain the ofthose who supported freedom 

1857, the AAP charged, add-

against the DDA action. 
On the other hand, the BJP 

However, the plea said that demanded a probe as to how 
tion order. 

proposed in this "khasra' as structed on encroached gov-

The DDA comes under 
the BJP-led government at the 

that Centre. The agency started the 
"In view of the 

no mention in the demolition earlier on Friday amid police order dated December 12, 2022, security. 
According to the demolition 

two and three-storeyed build-

ings near Aulia Mas)ia at its, the judge said while listing unauthorie.ud the 'existing 
Andehria More and some the plea for hearing on Febru- is actino ac achment" 
shanties were demolished in ary 16. development of the park. MPOST 
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Ridge area acts as lungs, supplies oxygen to citizens: SC Delhi govt 

to DDA: Stop 
directed the Ministry of Envi- before the court on March 15, same features," the bench said. in Vasant Kunj. The plot of land 

It added,"We further direct was allotted to DRI by DDA. 
The court noted that the 

demolition OUR CORRESPONDENT 
ronment and Forest (MoEF) to it said. 

"It cannot be doubted that that until further orders, the 
NEW DELHI: Delhi Ridge forma committee consisting of 
acts as a lung which supplies a senior officer of the MoEF not the ridge in Delhi acts as a Delhi Development Authority Supreme Court-constituted 

Oxygen to city residents, the below the rank of joint secre lung which supplies oxygen (DDA) shall not allot any land panel, Central Empowered in Mehrauli 
Supreme court said while tary, one representative each of to the citizens of Delhi. This in the areas which are under Committee (CEC), filed its DELHI: The Arvind 

directing the Delhi Develop- the Delhi Forest Department, court vide order dated... has consideration for notihed as a report in which it has recom 

ment Authority not to allot any Geological Survey of India and observed that not only the noti- protected area. 

land in areas considered to be DDA, and a nominee of the fied ridge, but the other areas 

notified as protected area. 

The court noted that there work out modalities for identi- cal ridges should be protected of the Directorate of Revenue certain conditions. 
has been some difficulty in fying such areas which need to and no construction should be Intelligence (DRI), Ministry of 

identifying the areas.ot ridge beprotected as a notified ridge. permitted there on 

mended permitting DRI to eriwal government on Sat-

he apex courts order came construct the headquarters at urday asked the Delhi Develop-

its anti-encroachment arive in Kidge Management Board to which also have morphologi- while allowing an application the site concerned subject to nunonnyuDDA tO stop 

We are inclined to allow enrauli and announced a fresh 

Finance, Seeking permission the application filed by arcaion exercise in the area, 

which are not notified but also The MoEF officer shall be It appears that there has for diversion of 6,200 square DRI, the bench said while The DDA used the revenue 

A DEnch o ustice B R of the committee which shall fying the areas of ridge which area for construction of office objection in construction of annts aemarcation as the 
alleged 

encroachments, they claimed. 

have same ridge-lke teatures. the chairman and convener been some difficulty in identi- metres of morphological ridge noting that the CEC has no 

Gavai and Justice Vikram Nath submit its preliminary report are not notified but also has building for DRI headquarters the office 

evenue Minister Kailash 
Gahlot has ordered a fresh 
demarcation exercise in Meh-
rauli. The minister said the 
residents of the area cannot be 
displaced until a fresh demar-
cation is conducted, the offi-
cials said. In a statement, Gahlot 
said the DDA used the revenue 
departmenes demarcation as the 
basis for its demolition drive 
but the Delhi government has 

struck down the demarcation 
after finding shortcomings in it. 

The demarcation was con-

ducted by keeping the residents 
in dark and without serving any 
notices to them, the minister 
claimed. The district magistrate 

(South) has been asked to con-
duct a fresh demarcation of the 
land and inform the DDA about 
it immediately, he added. 

Gahlot had received repre sentations from the residents of 
Ladha Sarai village whose land 
falls under the demolition area, 
the statement said. 

It was stated in the said rep-

resentations that the demarca-
tion of the land in question by 
the Delhi governmenes reve-

nue department was the only 
sOurce for the DDA to identify 
the encroachment, it said. 

According to the representa-

tions, the demarcation carried 
out by the revenue department 
was "illegal and void ab-initio 
and conducted without issu-
ing notices to the concerned 

residents. In a meeting on Fri. 

day, revenue officials admitted 
that before the demarcation of 
the Khasra numbers in ques 
tion, no notice was served to 
the occupants of those Khasra numbers and obviously there 
was no participation from them 

at the time of the demarcation exercise, Gahlot said 

The drive was carried out 
by the Delhi Development Authority amid police security Friday. 

Nearly 1,200 sqm of gov. ernment and was reclaimed 
during the anti-encroachment 
drive in the Mehrauli Archaeo. logical Park area a day ago, DDA officials said 

All stakeholders in this exer. cise have been on board in the 

run up to it, including GNCTD 
As per the DDA, it 1s a court 

on 

Sated exercis den 
DDA Cconducted a demar. 

cation exercise, to 1dentify the 

extent of unautnorised and ille gal encroachment/construction 
for the purpose of removi 

them, had deen carried out 
per direction. 

MPO 
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Mehrauli: AAP govt. asks 
DDA to stop demolition 
Delhi government orders fresh demarcation exercise in the area: BJP says 'wrong report has resulted 
in loss of homes for several families; DDA says 1.200 sq m of its land reclaimed, exercise to continue 

was carried out by the 
Revenue Department in 
the presence of the DDA 
and Waqf Board represen-
tatives, the statement read. 

The Hindu Bureau 
NEW DELHI 

day after the Delhi 
Development Auth-
ority (DDA) con-

ducted a demolition drive Fresh demarcation 
However, Revenue Minister 
Kailash Gahlot said officials 
of his department, in a 
meeting on Friday, admit-
ted that occupants were 
not served any notice be-
fore the demarcation of the 
Khasra numbers [land par-
cel identification numbers] 
in question. "Obviously, 
there was no participation by the occupants at the 
time of conducting the de-
marcation," he said. The District Magistrate (South) 
has been asked to inform the DDA about this order and a fresh demarcation exercise shall again be car-ried out, he added. 

When asked, a senior DDA official said the urban body has not received any communication in this con-nection. "Until then, the encroachment removal ex-
ercise will continue as planned," 
added. 

in Mehrauli, the AAP go-
vernment on Saturday said 
the demarcation of the par-
ticular area an exercise 
carried out by its own Re-
venue Department - has 

"fallacies" and the survey 
report has now been struck 
down. 

Blow by blow: Workers demolish a building during an 
anti-encroachment drive by the DDA in Mehrauli on Saturday. PTI 

under the hammer," said 
Delhi BJP spokesperson 
Praveen Shankar Kapoor. 

The chairman of the 
DDA is Central govern-
ment-appointed 
nant-Governor V.K. Saxe-

falling under the Mehrauli 
Archaeological Park by re-
moving illegal encroach-
ments. The department is 
taking the action to remove 
the unauthorised, illegal 

encroachment from go-
vernment land and also to 
secure the archaeological 

park from encroachment," 
the DDA said in an official 

The government also or-
dered a fresh demarcation 
exercise in the area and is 
sued a statement urging 
the DDA to stop the demoli 
tion drive, which conti 
nued for a second day on na, with whom the AAP 
Saturday. 

The AAP government's 
latest move invited criti 
cism from the BJP, which 
launched a fresh attack on 
the former. "People of Del-
hi are shocked to see the 
callousness of the Arvind 

Kejriwal government in giv-
ing the DDA a wrong survey 
report because of which 
dozens of families have lost 
their homes and more are 

Lieute-

gOvernment is already 
locked in a power tussle. 

Earlier in the day, the 
DDA said close to 1,200 
square metres of its land 
was reclaimed from "en-
croachers" on Friday and 
the exercise will continue. 

statement. 

"The Delhi High Court 
has, on many occasions, di 
rected the government 
authorities to secure, pro-
tect and preserve the area 

According to the DDA, 
the Delhi government was 
also on board in the run-up 

"the long-pending, 
court-mandated exercise". 
A demarcation exercise 

to identify the extent of ille-
gal encroachments for the 
purpose of removing them the. official 
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Stop anti-encroachment drive in Mehrauli: Govt to DDA 
the 

regarding the same immedi-of the encroachea go month ahead of a G20 

regarding the same immedi- of the encihtful use by all planned to be hota g maintained by 

Minister has received two rep- 4 citizens asa pars aeological park in son nacological Surveyof India 

resentations in the matter from said. 
Malviya Nagar MLA Somnath 

Bharti and the residents of dated 12.122022 was pasted 
on taken note of the encreachmdo g ror the G20 meet at the 

Ladha Sarai village whose land the encroachments existing on in the historic park in conn nrauli Archaeological Park, 

was falling under the demoli- land along with marking with tion with multiple cace planned to be held early March 

tion area. 

STAFF REPORTER NEW DELHI the Revenue land tor ark" the DDA arcnaeological park in soath (ASI). Official sources said the 
ASI is also working in full The court has in the past swing for the G20 meet at the 

The Arvind Kejriwal 
Government on Saturday 

asked the Delhi Development 
Authority (DDA) to stop its 

anti-encroachment drive in 

Mehrauli. Delhi Revenue 
Minister Kailash Gahlot has 

ordered a fresh demarcation 
exercise in the area. The 
Minister said the residents of 
the area cannot be displaced 
until a fresh demarcation is 

Earliera demolition order 

The High Court ot Delhi 
the directions to tne encrodc any people in the last few 

In a statement, the DDA ers to remove all tne unautho decades have built unautho ed the government 
dy Occasions, 

authorities 
direct 

rised construction trom tne ed structures Some, eve. to secure, protect and preserve 
been started on Friday in co land in question w EstOrey or Sx-storey, in the the area falling under Mehrauli 
ordination with Delhi Police for days. The land invOvedu edA nouce was issued last Archaeological Park by remov-
the remòval of encroachment said demolition oraer s December and pasted on walls ing illegal encroachment," the 

from the DDA Land of Ladha Government/ DDA Land of to alert people,'a senior DDA statement said. 
Sarai Village falling in Mehrauli Ladha Sara viulage and is part official said on Friday. 

Archaeological Park. This park of Mehrauli Archaeological 
is home to about 55 monu 
ments under protection of ASI, 

State 
Department of Delhi govern- direction d the High Court in Park and the eristing unau- Archaeological Park from 

ment and DDA. 
Earlier the DDA said dur- Board representatives by the ing as a hindrance to the devel-demarcation exercise had been 

The department is taking 

According to the notice, the action to remove the unau 
the land on which the demoli- thorised/illegal encroachment 

A demarcation exercise tion is being carried out is part from the government land and 
Archaeological had been carried out as per of the Mehrauli Archaeological also to secure the Mehrauli 

conducted. 
According to the DDA, 

nearly 1,200 square metres ot 
government and was 

reclaimed during an anti1-
encroachment drive in the 

Mehrauli Archaeological Park 

area a day ago. 
The drive was carried out 

by the Delhi �evelopment development on Saturday, the basis for its demolition drive. conducted by keeping, the ing tne aemonuon pro8ramne Kevenue Department, opment of the Mehrauli carried out as per direction of 

Authority amid police securi- Delhi Government has atruck Gahlot has ordered a fresh occupants in dark, Wtnout on Friday, approximately l20 NCIL n Dec. 2021. The Archaeological Park'. The the High Court in the presence 

ty on Friday, triggering protest down the demarcation after demarcation to be conducted serving any nOiCes totnem. ne Smor governmenDAnd acuon was taken as pàrt of a sprawling park is dotted with of DDA and Waqf Board rep-

from various local residents finding fallacies in its process in the disputed area. The has directea DM (Soutn) to nas Deen reclamea ro edemondon drive that will con- historic monuments, and while resentatives by the Revenue 

and a blame game between the as the DDA had used Revenue Reyenue Mínister has noted conducta fresh demarcation of encroachers so tar, and the tinue till March 

AAP and the BJP. In a major Departments demarcation as that the demarcation has bèen the land and inform DDA exercise is on to reclaim the rest had said on Officials the area talls under the DDA, . Department of Delhi in 

Park, it sad 

the preseng ot DDA and Waqt thorised encroachment is act encroachment, it said. A 
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Mehrauli demolitions 
continue police detain 

Women protesterS 

An officer said some women allegedly threw chilli powder at police 

personnel on Sunday, but they were later released. ANI 

"Someone did throw chilli 
powder from the crowd. 
But the police took 4-5 wo 
men who were protesting 
peacefully. There were so 
nany people in the crowd, 

we don't know who threw 

The Hindu Bureau 
NEW DELHI 

The police on Sunday said 
some women protesting 

against the ongoing anti-
encroachment drive of the 
Delhi Development Auth-
ority (DDA) in south Delhi's 
Mehrauli were detained. 

"We detained some [w0 

it" she said, adding that 
the police did not resort to 
iolence but they forcibly 
"dragged the protesters" 
away from the area. 

On Saturday, the DDA 
had said that nearly 1,200 
square metres of its land 
was reclaimed from "en-
croachers" on Friday and 
that the exercise will conti-

men under Section 65 of 
the Delhi Police Act. The 
protesters were soon dis-
persed and the drive went 

on smoothly," DCP (South) 
Chandan Chowdhary said. 

A senior officer said the 
detained women, who 
were released in the even-

nue in the coming days. 
The urban body said the 
"encroached" land, in Lad-
ha Sarai village, houses 
nearly 55 monuments un-
der the protection of Ar 
chaeological Survey of In-
dia, Dellhi government's 
Department of Archaeolo 

ing, allegedly threw chilli 
powder at police person-

nel. The DCP said that the 
concerned personnel were 

given medical attention. 

The DDA has been car 

rying out the drive since 
Friday in areas that are 

part of the Mehrauli Ar-

gy, and the DDA. 
The Delhi government 

chaeological Park where, it on Saturday had said the 

demarcation of the partic-
ular area - an exercise car 
ried out by its own Reve-
nue Department - had 

"fallacies" and the survey 
Shabnam Begum, one ot report has now been 

struck down. Ordering a 
fresh demarcation exercise 
in the area, it had urged 
the DDA to stop the drive. 

said, "unauthorised en-

croachments" have come 

up. The demolitions have 

drawn protests from local 

residents. 

the protesters and a nurse 

who lives in the area, ho-

wever, 
said the police de 

tained the wrong people. 
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Off track:'No city for those who cycle to and for work 
2010, said roads that do 

have cycing tracks in the 

City 
croached upon by vendors 
and hawkers". "fnot, they 

are completely taken over 

by motorists." 
In 2009, as part of at-

tempts to provide last-mile 
connectivity, the Delhi go-

vernment had introduced 

public bicycle-sharing 
which requires different 
apps to be downloaded 
since various companies 
are operational. These are 
not accessible to many like 
Rajat Singh, a key chain 
seller. "People in power ack the ability to imagine a 
city for those who cycle to and for work." 

Alisha Dutta eventually, the cyclist has 
to switch to the main 

with 42% trips being walk 
ing and cycling ones. Over 

the last decade, walking 
NEW DELHI 

road," he said. "are mostly en 
Lieutenant-Governor Vinai 
Kumar Saxena recently 
laid the foundation of a 
new track to "encourage 
and foster cycling among 
the people of the city". 

However, several cy-
clists both fitness enthu 
siasts and those for whom 
it is a mode of transport-
say Delhi has a long way to 

go before becoming a safe Alabourer cycling in trafic on Ring Road. SHV RUMAR PUSHPAKAR 
city for them. 

In 2022, the Capital's 
roads accounted for 182 cy 
cling accidents, with 134 hi's cycling community, 

cyclists injured and 48 

killed, as per data revealed which caters only to re-
by a traffic police official. 

Worsening traffic 
tajendra Kumar, who sells 

cell phone covers and oth-
er accessories near Saket 
metro station, has seen the 
traffic getting more aggres 

sive over the past 15 years. 

"In the morning, I am like 
ly to get squashed by some 

speeding car or a drunk 
driver. Later in the day, I and slower vehicles like cy-
have to risk commuting in 
heavy traffic." 

In its 2041 Master Plan, 
the Delhi Development 
Authority acknowledges 

trips have increased marg-

nally, but cycling trips have 
reduced by nearly a third. 

The lack of separate cy 
cling tracks and heavy veh-
icular traffic unnerves cy 
clists. Mrunal Kelkar, a 
postgraduate student at 
the School of Planning and 

Architecture, said, "Since 
the bus lane is on the left 

cles are also supposed to 
be on the left side of the 
road, it is quite a night-
mare to cross bus stops." 

Gaurav Wadhwa, a re-

Dalip Singh Sabharwal, 
an active member of Del-

serve people for whom cy-
cling is a mode of transport 
for economic or environ-
mental reasons. "Cycling 
tracks in the city cover a that the city has a high creational cyclist who 
very short distance and, 

said the infrastructure 

creational cyclists does not share of daily active travel, started Delhi Cyclists in 

the pioncer 
NEW DELHI I MONDAY I FEBRUARY 13, 2023 

Protest against demolition at Mehrauli gets nasty on 3rd day 
STAFF REPORTERNEW 

DELHL 
hurt in the incident. According Police said that suitable legal Revenue Minister Kailash Archaeological Survey of structures on 
to police, 'some women pro- action will be taken against Gahlot said that residents of India (ASI) among others was with markinone land along 
testers were detained on Some women who allegedly the Mehrauli area cant be dis started by the DDA on Friday to the "encr th directions 

threw red chilli powder on the placed until a fresh demarca in co- ordination with Delhi all the unachers to remove 
The agitated protestors police personnel. The local tion exercise is conducted in Police at Lado Sarai in struction fthorised con-

demolition drive by the Delhi could be heard sloganeering residents have alleged that thearea. The Dellhi High court Mebrauli Archaeological Park. question the land in 

Gahlot stated in his state said.Accordin10 days, it 
(DDA) continues for the third the DDA with slogansof gloves,when the buildingsover demolition in South ment that the DDA has used the land on to the notice, 

day in a row on Sunday in DDAhaaye aye werebuiltand now the Delhis Mehrauli despite a the revenue department's lition is behich the demo-South Delhi's Mehrauli amid "Taanashahi nahi chalegi, nai administration had come withstay ordertill the next date of demarcation as the primary partofn carried out is 

ul force to demolish their hearing.The DDA has been tool in its demolition cam Archaeolog,the Mehrauli 
On Sunday. a group of housesThe reidents, how carrying out the drive since paign. But the Delhi govern-existinecal Park and the 

ment drive turned ugly, on women staged a protest against ever, claim that they have got riday amid police security, ment made changes to the encroachsunauthorised 
Sunday after locals clashed. the demolition drive and the landregistered in their triggering protests from local demarcation after finding sev- hindrancent is acting as a 

of thee development 

Mehrauli 

The demonstration by the Sunday in this regard. 
local residents against the 

Development Authority against the government and authorities were hand in on Friday pulled up the DDA 

Protests by the local residents chalegi 
of the area. An anti-encroach-

with the DDA officials and alleged that they were lath name after paying hefty residents and a blame-game eral shortfalls in it 

police personnel. 
It has also been claimed deployed at the spot. Denying Meanwhile, AAP supremo BJP 
from the site that the raging the allegations, a senior officer Arvind Kejriwal on Saturday 

between the AAP and the The locals had no knowl-

edge regarding demarcation, 
1charged by police personnel money. 

An official statement from and the demolition process part of a dwas taken as 

| Protestors threw red chili said. "There was no lathicharge urgedthe Delhi Develdpment the DDA on Saturday said that started without serving any that will codemolition drve 
Archaeological Park". The action was taken as 

powder on the security per andno one was injured. They Authority, (DDA) to stop its the drive is intended to clear notices to them, the minister officialsntiue Comes a month ahead til March of a G200 9 
sonnel deployed at the protest (protesters) were obstructing ongoing demolition drive in the unauthorised encroach- said. 
site. The police also alleged the DDA personnel and the Mehrauli and demanded a ments on the government's 
that local women pelted stores police. 
at them. However, no one was 

Earlier,a.demolition order meeting plan aa or a G20 fresh demarcation exercise i land that houses protected dated December 12, 2022, was at the archa be hosted Meanwhile, the Delhi the area, officials said. monuments ofthe pasted on the walls of illegal south Delhigical park in. 
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Women protesters throw chilli powder 
at police during DDA's demolition drive 

oUR CORRESPONDENT injured. 1hey (protesters) were tion with ultiple cases, and is being carried out is part of 
obstructing the DDA personnel many people in the last few the Mehrauli Archaeological 

NEW DELHI: Sone women and the police. 
Protesters wee detained on 
day lter they allegedly chilli powder on police person- storey or six-storey, in the area. as a hindrance to the develop-
threw red chilli powder on nel and a tew ofthem have been Anotice was issued last Decen- ment of the Mehrauli Archaeo 

police personnel deployed dur-
ing an anti-encroachment drive will be taken." 
here, ottcials said. 

decades have built unauthor- Park and the "existing unau-
thorised encroachment is acting "Some women threw red iscd structures, some, even live-

detaincd. Suitable legal action berandpasted on walls to alert logical Park 
The sprawling park is dotted 

wilh historic monuments and, 
people a senior DDA ollicial 

The DDA contiued with had said. 
Nearly 1.200 square metres the anti-encroachment exercise 

government land was on Sunday 

reclaimed during the anti-
encroachment drive in the Melh- said, "During the demolition encroachnent from its land at 
rauli Archaeological Park area programme on 10.02.2023, Ladha Sarai village in Mehrauli is also working in full swing for 
on Friday, the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) said in government/DDA land has been home to about 55 monuments Archaeological Park, planned 
a statement on Saturday. 

The DDA has been carrying ers so lar, and the exercise is ological Survey of India (ASI), 
out the drive since Friday amid on to reclaim the rest of the state archeological depart- has, on many occasions, directed 

police security, triggering pro 
iests from local residents and a for its rightful use by all citi- the authority said on Saturday. secure, protect and preserve 
blame game between the AAP zens as a park." 
and the BJP 

On Sunday, a group of of a demolition drive that will pasted on the walls of illegal ing illegal encroachment," the 
women staged a protest against continue till March 9, officials structures on the land along statement said. 
the demolition drive and alleged said on lriday. It comes a month with markings with directions 
that they were lathicharged by ahead of a G20 meeting planned to the "encroachers to renmove the action to remove the unau-
police personnel deployed at to be hosted at the archaeologi-

the spot. 

Denying the allegations, a 

senior ofticer said, There was taken note of the encroachment 
no lathicharge and no one was in the historic park in connec- land on which the demolition encroachment,' it said. 

The DDA started the drive while the area falls under the 
from Frilay in coordinalion DDA, the heritage structures are 

On Priday, the urban body with Delhi Police to remove maintained by the AS. 
Oflicial sources said the ASI 

approximately 1.200 sq m of Archacological Park. The park is the G20 meet at the Mehrauli 

reclaimed from the encroach- underprotection of the Archae- to be held in early March. 
"The High Court of Delhi 

eneroached government land ment of Delhi and the DDA, the government authorities to 

Earlier, a demolition order the area falling under Mehrauli 
The action was taken as part dated December 12. 2022. was Archacological Park by remov 

"The o partment is taking 

thorised/illegal encroachment 
cal park in south Delhi. 

The court has in the past 

all the unauthorised construc-
tion from the land in question from the government land 
within 10 days, it said. 

According to the notice, the rauli Archaeological Park from 
and also to secure the Meh-
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