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PLEA FOR REGULARISATION OF COLONIES

No punitive action
in Sainik Farms

till Dec 31

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI. MAY 19

WHILE HEARING a plea per-
taining to regularisation of
colonies at Sainik Farms, the
Delhi High Court was informed
Friday that the Centre, Delhi
Development Authority (DDA),
and Delhi government will not
be taking any “punitive action”
till Decemnber 31.

A bench of Chief Justice
Satish Chandra Sharma and
Justice Subramonium Prasad
was hearing a2015 pleamoved
by one Ramesh Dugar, con-
venor of the area development
committee at Sainik Farms, for
regularisation of colonies in the
area.

During the course of the
hearing, the HC said that “it is
for the Government of India to
take a call” on the issue.

The court, however, noted
that the Centre was clear that
for repairs, whether minor or
rnajor, “nota brick more” can be
laid in these colonies.

The bench, however, told
Additional Solicitor General
(ASG)Aishwarya Bhati,appear-
ing for the Centre, “You have to

take a decision whether you are
regularising them or not...
pleasetry 1o resolveitattheear-
liest", and listed the matter in

ugust.
A glliuhad had submitted that for
repair and construction, thfare
is no provision under the exist-

’

HC told

ing law to grant any permission.
The ASG further said there was
a meeting of a high-powered
committee that took place
Thursday.

Perusing through the min-
utes of the meeting, the HC
noted that they “reveal that the
Government of India/Delhi
Development Authority/Delhi
government will not be taking
any punitive action till
December 31, 2023" in respect
of these colonies. The Centre
said it shall expedite the matter
of takinga policy decisioninre-
spect of these colonies,

The court did take note of
the fact that householders
should know what their future
is, since they had spent a “huge
amount of money" in con-
structing these homes.

The Centre in August 2022
had opposed any order for per-

mitting residents of Sainik
Farms to undertake any repair
of their properties, submitting
that though the residential area
may have legal protection
against demolitions, it is still a
“purely unauthorised colony”.

The Centre had previously
told the court that there are 69
affluent coloniesand 1,797 non-
affluent colonies. A decision has
been taken that the process of
regularisation of non-affluent
colonies will be undertaken first
and only after the process is
complete, affluent colonieswill
be looked into, it had
submitted.
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HC tells Centre to
expedite call on

Sainik Farms’ bid
for regularisation

Richa Banka

richa banka@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high
court on Friday remarked that
the residents of Sainik Farms
cannot be penalised because
they are rich while asking the
Union government to expedite
the decision on the regularisa-
tion of the colony in south Delhi.

Abench comprising chief jus-
tice Satish Chandra Sharma and
justice Subramoniu Prasad,
while hearing a plea by Ramesh
Dugar, convener of the area
development committee at
Sainik Farms, for regularisation,
also questioned why the authori-
ties have created categories of
affluent and non-affluent while
considering regularisation. The
court’s observation came after
the additional solicitor general
Aishwariya Bhati told the court
that they are first attending to
non-affluent colonies because of
the problems these colonies
might be facing.

“The point is that affluent,
non-affluent is immaterial... An
unauthorised colony is unautho-
rised, be it for the poor or be it
for the rich. You have to decide
whether you are regularising
them. If you are not, then take
action accordingly. The point is
that we are keeping enough
householders in limbo, so they
should know what their future
is,” said the court, adding, "They
have spent a huge amount of
money in constructing their
houses... They did not come
overnight, it was right under
your nose. We're in May already,
you say thattill December there
is protection... decide before that
what you want to do.”

The matter will now be heard
on August 25.

While hearing the objections
of the Union government against
minor repair works in the Sainik
Farms area, the court took an
adverse view to the submission
made by ASG that the Centre
was not prioritising the affluent
unauthorised colonies.

“You cannot keep harping that
you are taking action for the
non-affluent colonies. They
(affluent colonies) cannot be
criminalised because they are
rich... You are penalising them
because they are rich,” said jus-
tice Prasad.

Though the bench clarified
that it cannot give permission
for even minor repair works and
it is for the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) and the Centre
to take a call on the matter, it
said that the residents of Sainik
Farms cannot be kept in limbo
just because they're rich.

During the hearing, the ASG
told the court of a meeting of the
high-powered committee which
took place on May 18, and said
that the Union government,
Dethi government, and DDA will
not take any punitive action till
December 31, 2023.

However, the ASG clarified
that there is no provision to
grant permission for repair or
construction since the colonies
are unauthorised. Later she
assured the court to take a policy
decision at the earliest and file a
fresh status report.

“Sainik Farms has existed
since 1965 and all construction
was made under the eyes of law,
including the MHA, DDA and
MCD. We have been paying
house tax for residential cate-
gory, the authorities have also
provided us electricity and other
utilities yet, we are termed unauy-
thorised. The houses are in need
of immediate repairs as some
were constructed way back in
1965," said HS Bhalla, president
Western Avenue Resident’s Wel-
fare Association, Sainik Farms,

Raman Aggarwal, another
resident, questioned as to what
work needs to be done by the
Centre when the development
norms and the house charges
have been already notified by the
government.  Additionally,
Aggarwal's petition challenging
the classification of affluent and
non-affluent colonies is also
pending adjudication in the high
court.
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waste: Rai
| New Delhi: Delhien-
vironment minister
Gopal Rai on Friday
said the government
would deploy 141 pat-
rolling teams during
daytime and 108 pat-
rolling teams during
the night to monitor
the dumping of
industrial waste,
Areview meeting
on industrial pollu-
tion headed by Rai
was attended by offi-
cials from Delhi Pol-
lution Control Com-
mittee (DPCC), the
environment depart-
ment, DSIIDC, MCD,
DDA and others.
Rai said: “In the
industrial pollution
campaign, it has be-
en decided to deploy
141 patrolling teams
of 472 personnel du-
ring the day and 108
patrolling teams of
397 personnel at
night to monitor the
dumping of indust-
rial waste in Delhi.
Besides, 33 teams of
DPCC and DSIIDC
have been deployed
for continuous in-
spection of industri-
alunits.” TN
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Cannot Penalise Regidents
Because They Are Rich: HC

HC Questions Distinction Of Affluent & Non-Affluent

Abhinav.Garg@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Authorities can't penali-
se residents because they are rich
and keep them “in limbe”, Delhi
High Court said on Friday while ta-
king note of the Centre’s stand that
its priority for grant of legal tag was
non-affluent unauthorised colonies.

“Youcan't keep harping onaffluent,
non-affluent...you can't penalise them
because they are rich. They spend huge
amounts of money in construction-
.these colonies didn't come up over-
night,” a bench of Chief Justice S.C
Sharma and Justice Subramonium
Prasad orally observed while hearing
petitions by some Sainik Farms resi-
dents, who sought permission for mi-
nor repairs and renovations.

“You have to take a decision whet-
her toregularise these unauthorised
/mlon ies or not. You are keeping eno-

ey
HC TO CENTRE

You have to take a decision
whether to regularise these
unauthorised colonies or
not. You are keeping enough
house owners in limbo

”~

ugh house owners inlimbo. These co-
lonies came up right under your no-
se,” the bench told the Centre. It, ho-
wever, made it clear to the residents
that it would not give any permission
for repairs in unauthorised colonies
saying since it was for DDA, Centre
and Delhi government to take a call.
Additional solicitor general Aish-
warya Bhati, representing the Centre,
apprised the court about the meeting
of a high-powered committee on
Thursday where it was discussed that

the status of affluent unauthorised co-
lonies remained the same. Bhati sub-
mitted that nospecial privilegetogrant
relaxation in the existing rules was gi-
ven to affluent unauthorised colonies
under the National Capital Territory
of Delhi(Special Provisions) Act.

The minutes of the meeting sta-
ted that the buildings were construc-
ted inaffluent unauthorised colonies
that were in clear violation of land
useand layout plans, and theexisting
buildings in those colonies were pro-
tected against any punitive action till
December 31,2023, under the Act.

Bhati submitted that the Centre
would expedite a policy decision in
respect of these colonies since the
deadline ends this year. The bench
told the ASG to resolve the issue at
theearliestand asked the Centretofi-
le a status report while listing the
matter for August 25.
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a hearing held on Friday, the ist and member of the South ! \

order of which was released on
Saturday. "....We are of the view
that on principle, there can be

| no objection to the proposal if

its approved by the HLC (NGT-
appointed high-level commit-
tee) and is meant for protection
of flood plainzone and 1s within
the purview of permissible

Asia Network on Dams, Rivers
and People (SANDRP), said a
tab on encroachments can be
kept by deploying security
guards and using CCTV cam-
eras, stating there was no need
to construct such a structure.
“The sanctity of the floodplains
should be preserved,” he said.
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NGT’s Nod For Lighthouse
Near Yamuna Floodplain

Will Be Part Of Asita West Project, NMCG

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: National Green
Tribunal (NGT) has given its
approval to Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) for
constructing a “lighthouse” in
the greenway near the Yamu-
na for additional surveillance
and security of the floodplain.
It was earlier approved by a
high-level committee (HLC),
which was formed by thetribu-
nalfortheriver'srejuvenation.
However, a bench headed
by NGT chairperson Justice
Adarsh Kumar Goel said the
project would require further
vetting by National Mission
for Clean Ganga (NMCG).
“Weare of the view that on
principle, there can be no
objection to the proposal if it’s
approved by the HLC and is
meant for protection of the flo-
odplain zone and is within the
purview of permissible activi-
ty interms of parag0of the or-
derof thistribunal dated Janu-
ary 13, 2015 and the River
Ganga (Rejuvenation, Protec-
tion and Management) Autho-
rities Order, 2016, said the

File photo
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UNDER REVAMP: Under the Asita West project, DI

revival of the floodplain through forests and grasslands and through
the creation of waterbodies and catchment zones

bench in its order, which was
uploaded on Saturday.
“NMCG may further
examine details of the project
with its location in context
of notified floodplain zone,
structural designs, mainte-
nance infrastructure like po-
wer backup, basic amenities
support and construction
period  with  integrated
environmental management
requirements,” itadded.

According to the DDA's
plea, the lighthouse willforma
part of the Asita West project,
where they are carrying out
the revival of the floodplain
through forests and grass-
landsand through the creation
of waterbodies and catchment
zones. There is also the provi-
sion of 75 to 100-metre wide
belts along the embankments,
which are being developed as
greenways, with both walking

To Study Details

and cycling trails to be there
for public involvement. The
lighthouse is likely to occupy
anareaof 75100square metres
and its height may be between
20 and 25 metres.

NGT stated that DDA had
planted around 5700 trees
of native varieties and 52 lakh
riverine grasses in the approx-
imately 200-hectare-long area.
It also noted that a wetland
of about 7.4 hectares had
been restored.

Thetribunalsaid thatinde-
arth of existing urban spaces
in Delhi for recreation of the
public at large, the lighthouse
would create a one-of-its-kind
urban space. “Lighthouse ser-
vesasamajorattractionforthe
public as a watch tower (for
controlled use) by the visitors
of this area, thereby also ad-
ding to the revenue generation
and carrying forward the
resolve of involvement of
the public at large in this deve-
lopment. (DDA's) vision is
to ensure that the Yamuna flo-
odplain will be accessible and
attractive to the residents of
Delhi-NCR," it added.

-
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PWD plans flyover in Rohini to improve
‘connectivity of N Delhi, Outer Ring Road

HT (orrespondent

IEttersg‘hmrjus'a'mmes com

NEW DELHI: The Public Works
Department (PWD), which
intends to build a flyover in
Rohini's Budh Vihar area to
improve connectivity in the con-
gested north-west Delhi region,
has begun the process of hiring a
consultant to study the feasibil-
ity of the flyover along the drain,
said officials familiar with the
matter on Sunday.

“The feasibility study will look
| at different alignments for the
flvover that will pass over the
| Budh Vihar drain junction. This
intersection has a red-light traf-
| fic intersection that is always
| congested. The flyover is
| expected to reduce traffic con-
gestion from the Outer Ring
Road to North Delhi's Kanjhaw-

ala belt. In addition, it will facili-
tate movement between the
areas of Rithala, Karala, Rohini,
and Mangolpuri,” said a PWD
official aware of the plans.

The bids for the study were
invited on Saturday, and the
report is expected to be pub-
lished within 30 days, according
to the official. The feasibility
study will include a regional sur-
vey, a traffic volume count over a
24-hour cycle, and a weekly vari-
ation in traffic volume. "The sur-
vey will be followed by data anal-
ysis to determine the need for
and specifications of the flyover
by analysing peak hour traffic
flow and intersection load. The
consultant will also prepare the
project’s detailed plan, drawings,
footpaths, and other associated
infrastructure,” the official
added.

THE BIDS FOR THE
STUDY WERE
INVITED ON
SATURDAY, AND
THE REPORT IS
EXPECTED TO BE
PUBLISHED WITHIN
30 DAYS, AN
OFFICIAL SAID

To be sure, it could be years
before any flyover construction
begins, as PWD will need to nav-
igate and get approval for the
idea through the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority's planning sec-
tion, UTTIPEC (Unified Traffic
and Transportation Infrastruc-
ture [Planning and Engineering]
Centre), clearance from a slew of
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agencies including Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation, government
sanction of funds, and satisfy all
stakeholders before any work
begins on the ground at all. “We
will need to justify the need for
the flyover before UTTIPEC," an
official added.

“A cost-benefit analysis of the
scheme will be done in terms of
economic costs, fuel savings,
time savings, environmental
costs, and social costs in imple-
menting the scheme,” the official
said.

Last month, the agency began
conducting similar feasibility
studies for the development of
eight railway over-bridges and
under-bridges along raitway line
crossings in Outer Delhi areas
located along three major rail-
way lines passing through the
city.
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‘ he Delhi government has
constituted 33 teams to
regularly inspect industrial
| units and bring pollution in the
| city under control,
| Envirenment Minister Gopal
Rai said on Friday.

He was speaking at a
review meeting on industrial
pollution with officers of Delhi
| Pollution Control Committee
(DPCC), Delhi State Industrial

and Infrastructure
Development Corporation
(DSIIDC), ©  Municipal

Corporation of Delhi (MED),
| environment department and
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA). “It has been decided 1o |
deploy 141 patrolling teams
comprising 472 personnel dur-
ing the day time and 198
| patrolling teams comprising
397 personnel at night from
three departments all over
Delhi to monitor dumping of
industrial waste.

_"As many as 1,72] regis-
tered industrial units jn Delhj
have switched to PNG Raj
said. The teams will oversee 3]
industrial units in Delhi ang

- implement irl?mediate mea-
sures to curb pollutj
said. © PR
Periodic reports wi
submitted to lhepenvir(:;l:}-l::;
ergrlmem based on their .
tindings and the DPCC team
as been instructed to take
strict action against dny indus.
trial unit foung violating env;.
' ronmental regulations, he said.
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