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Hindustan Times

I ' |
Uproar in House after BJP says
AAP closed several govt schools

HT Correspondent
htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Legislators of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on
Monday staged a walkout from
the Delhi assembly following a
furore over the alleged closure of
schools by the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government.

In a special mention under
Rule 280, leader of opposition
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri raised the
issue of closure of Delhi govern-

ment schools and claimed thata

| Sarvodaya school in Ludlow Cas-
| tle, near Kashmere Gate ISBT has

been shut.

“The government said the
school has been shut with the
consensus of the parents and the

school management. The school,
named after freedom struggle
martyr Amir Chand, is being con-
verted into the Delhi Sports Uni-
versity. By closing the school, the
government is disrespecting a
martyr. | urge the government to
not close the school,” Bidhuri
said.

Delhi deputy chief minister
Manish Sisodia, who also holds
the education portfolio, dis-
missed the allegations as baseless
and said, “This is a false allega-
tion by the leader of the opposi-
tion. The Kejriwal government
believes in opening schools, not
closing them.”

Sisodia said that Delhi Devel-
opment Authority (DDA) }and
was deliberately given to private

schools and not government
ones. “The BJP, with the LG,
changed land use to pave the way
for party headquarters building
on land meant for schools.There
has been a merger of two shifts in
schools and it is being misled as
closure of schools. We are going
to start Delhi Sports University
and they are saying we are clos-
ing schools. It was the BJP that
closed hundreds of civic body
schools,” he said.

Even after Sisodia’s reply, BJP
legislators continued to protestin
the house.

Later, Speaker Ram Niwas
Goel ordered marshals to remove
BJP MLA Mohan Singh Bisht
from the House, and other BJP
MLAs walked out in protest.
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Will act against any laxity

on desilting, says SlSOdla

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Taking a serious
view of the complaints of wa-
terlogging by Delhi’s MLAs,
deputy chief minister Ma-
nish Sisodia said he was wil-
ling to act against engineers
of the Public Works Depart-
ment for laxity if specific ex-
amples of uncleared drains
were brought to his notice.
He, however, added that the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi would also have to take
responsibility and initiateac-
tion against its engineers for
falsifying desilting records.

Responding toadiscussion
initiated by his party MLAson
the “negligent and irrespon-
sibleattitude of MCD in prepa-
ring for the monsoons”, Siso-
dia said it was a crime for any
agencytoleaveadrain without
desilting because this put peo-
ple to great inconvenience
across the city.

“There is confusion
among people over the juris-
diction of agencies. It’s a cri-
meif anyagencyclaimstoha-
vedesiltedadrain withoutac-
tually having done it. If I co-
me to know -that this
happened inany PWDdrain, I
will take action against the
guilty,” Sisodia said. He said
that nearly 2,000km of the ci-
ty’'s drains fell under PWD’s
jurisdiction and the rest were
maintained by MCD, DDA
and other agencies.

Sisodia said when the three
municipal corporationsexisted,
Delhi government, through the
directorof local government, re-

Rajesh Mehta
A

Sisodia said MCD must take responsibility for monsoon-readiness too

Getting voter ID card tough: AAP MLA

n,_ am Aadmi Party MLA Akhilesh Pati Tripathi on Monday alleged

 thatgetting an electors photo identity card (EPIC) in Delhi has
become very difficult. Speaking at the Delhi legislative assembly,
Tripathi alleged that at voter registration and electoral offices, voters
are told that either the internet is not available, or machines are not
working. He also alleged that if someone misplaces their EPIC, getting
aduplicate is not easy and, in many cases, the new cards are not even
sentto their residence. Tripathi further alleged that during the
recently held bypoll to Rajendra Nagar assembly constituency, many
voters found their names deleted from the electoral rolls. T~n

cused PWD, which is under Del-
higovernment, for the flooding.
From AAP, MLAs Rituraj
Govind, Kuldeep Kumar and
Sanjeev Jha participated in
the discussion while BJP co-
untered with its members,
Abhay Verma and Jitendra
Mahajan. Vermasaid a single
agency should be given the
task of desiltingdrainsand
Mahajan demanded a jo-
int committee which would
oversee the drain cleaning ri-
sing above party politics.

ceived reports on the drain clea-
rancefromthecivicbodies. “But
after the unification, due to the
new rules, MCD has abolished
thatarrangement. Delhi Assem-
bly cannot even ask questions
on issues pertaining to MCD,”
Sisodia claimed.

Earlier, a war of words play-
ed out between the AAP and
BJP MLAs with each blaming
theother for waterloggingin the
city While the AAP MLAs held
MCD responsible for the rain
hassles, the BJP legislators ac-

HC gives four weeks to
govts to clear stand on
rainwater harvesting

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi High Court on Monday
granted four weeks’ time to the Centre, Delhi
government and several local authorities to
file their stand on the issue of rainwater har-
vesting and easing traffic jams in the natio-
nal capitalduringmonsoon. A bench of Chief
Justice Satish Chandra Sharma and Justice
Subramonium Prasad gave time to theautho-
rities after noting that barring a few of them,
others have not yet filed their status reports.

The court was hearing a PIL initiated on its

own based on a TOIreport on lack of rainwater
harvesting efforts in Delhi. In June, a bench of
justices Jasmeet Singh and Dinesh Kumar
Sharma had taken suo motu cognisance saying
that it is a matter of public importance and di-
rected theauthoritiestofiletheir statusreports.

The courthad issued notices to the Centre
and Delhi government, New Delhi Municipal
Council, Delhi Development Authority, Mu-
nicipal Corporation of Delhi, Public Works
Department, Delhi Police, Special Commis-
sioner of Police (Traffic), Delhi Jal Board,
Delhi Cantonment Board and the .sifigation
and flood controldepartment.

It had sought a détailed report by all the
agencies concerned on the steps taken to sto-
reand harvest rainwater. It also asked for de-
tails on the steps undertaken to address and
ease traffic jams/snarls during monsoon and
otherperiods. The bench further highlighted
that inadequate rainwater management has
adirectlink with traffic snarls.
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Fire dept rejects renewal
- of safety certificate of
DDA Vikas Minar office

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: Delhi Fire Service
(DFS) has rejected the renewal of
the fire safety certificate of Delhi
Development Authority's Vikas
Minar building, which completes
ahalf-century this year.

In a letter written to the
DDA commissioner, DFS director
Atul Garg mentioned that the
request forthe renewal of the cer-
tificate has been rejected in view
of a large number of shortco-
mings found during an inspec-
tion of the high-rise building on
June23this year.

According to the letter, the
inspection team found that the
electrical shafts and opening are
not sealed horizontally and
vertically. Fire detectors were
found to be non-functional on so-
me floors, and sprinklers were
not covering theentire office area
on upper floors and are required
to be extended in the areas that
are left out. The team discovered
that the manually-operated
electronic fire alarm system was
non-functional too.

The other shortcomings
pointed out by the officials inclu-
de different furniture and other
ftems encroaching on the stairca
g and elevator lobby; fire pumps
not In auto-start provision;
the approach to the ‘refuge area’
not allowed through the area
occupied by offices.

DIPS has requested DDA torec
tify the shortcomings in the Vi
kas Minarat the earligstastheoc-
cupancy of the building and its
premises, in absence of requisite
fire and life safoty arrangements,
shall beat the risk and lability of
owners and occuplers. 1thas also
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mentioned that statutory and
licensing authorities may take
suitableaction.

In a statement, DDA said that
the firesafety inspection was con-
ducted by a team of DFS on June
23, in response to a DDA requisi-
tiononMay17,2022. “Vikas Minar
was constructed in 1972. Many
changes in advanced fire techno-
logies, bye-laws, ete, have
occurred in the course of time.
Observations raised by DI'S will
be acted on priority andDFS will
becalled againfor re-ig¥pection,”
the authority said.

When DDA completed the
construction of Vikas Minar in
the early 1970s, it became the first
building in Delhi to surpass the
Qutub Minar in height and rema-
ined the capital's tallest for many
years, The iconic building houses
many important departments of
DDA, including planning and
horticulture.
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DFS authorities find ‘shortcomings’ in fire
safety management system at Vikas Minar

NEW DELHI: Delhi Fire Service
(DFS) authorities have pointed
to several “shortcomings” in the
fire safety management system,
including fire detectors found
non-functional at some floors,
during the inspection of DDA’
23-storey Vikas Minar building
in the heart of the city.
The observations, which also
include staircase and lift lobby
area, found encroached by dump-

ing of furniture and almirah,
were made by DFS authorities
after a recent fire safety inspec-
tion of the towering landmark
located in ITO area.

“Fire safety inspection was
conducted by a team of DFS on
June 23 in response to a requisi-
tion by the DDA dated May 17.
Vikas Minar was constructed in
1972. Many changes in advance
fire technologies, byelaws, etc

have occurred in the course of
time. Observation raised by the
DFS will be acted upon on pri-
ority and the DFS will be called
again for re-inspection,” a senior
DDA official said.

The shortcomings have been
pointed out in a letter written
recently by DFS authorities to
the DDA after the inspection.

A copy of the letter was
shared by an activist on Twit-

HC grants 4 weeks to Centre, govt to : |
reply on rainwater harvesting iSSU€ gy i feceht sib=emm 1 2l it e

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High
Court on Monday granted four
weeks’ time to the Centre, Delhi
government and several local
authorities here to file their stand
on the issue of rainwater har-
vesting and easing traffic jams
in the national capital during
monsoon. -

A bench of Chief Justice
Satish Chandra Sharma and
Justice Subramonium Prasad
gave time to the authorities,

while noting that barring a few
of them, others have not filed
their status reports.

Respondents are granted
four weeks’ time to file their
status reports. List on August
17, the bench said.

The court was hearing a PIL
initiated on its own, while noting
that there was lack of rainwater
harvesting efforts in the city.

In June, a bench of Justices
Jasmeet Singh and Dinesh Kumar
Sharma had taken suo motu
cognizance of issues based on

a news report, saying that it is |
a matter of public importance |

and directed authorities to file
their status report.

The court had issued notices
to the Centre and Delhi govern-
ment, New Delhi Municipal
Council, Delhi Development
Authority, Municipal Corpo-
ration of Delhi, Public Works
Department, Delhi Police, Spe-
cial Commissioner of Police
(Traffic), Delhi Jal Board, Delhi
Cantonment Board and Flood
Irrigation Department.

ter, who raised concern about
the safety of the towering build-
ing which houses several key .
offices of the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA).

The headquarters of the
urban body is located in Vikas
Sadan in INA area. The DDA
in its response on Twitter to his
post has sad that this subject has
been forwarded to the depart-

ment concerned. MPOST
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AAP says Centre, L-G
“toying with officials’

BJP says Saxena is Delhi’s ‘guardian;, calls AAP ‘narrow minded

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI ’
A war of words broke out
between the MLAs of the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) over the issue of servic-
es in the Delhi Assembly on
Monday.

AAP MLAs including De-

puty Chief Minister Manish

Sisodia lashed out at the BJP-
led Centre for “making a
mockery of the Constitu-

- _tion” by allegedly snatching

matters related to services
from the elected AAP go-
vernment and bringing it un-
der the purview of the
Lieutenant-Governor.
During a discussion on
the topic, Mr. Sisodia ex-
pressed displeasure over the
Centre “forsaking public in-
terest” and “toying around”
with senior officials posted
in the Higher Education De-
partment because of which,
he added, lakhs of students
were bearing the brunt.

‘Deck of cards’

«The Central government is
playing with the future of 6
lakh children of Delhi by re-
peatedly transferring ser}ior
officers after unconstitution-
ally stanching away the Ser-
vices Department from the
Kejriwal government," Mr.
Sisodia alleged.

«The BJP Central govern-
ment is playing musical
chairs with the elected go-
vernment. Officers are being
shuffled like a deck of cards.
The higher education sector
in Delhi is under threat be-
cause of the Centre’s tyran-
ny,” the Deputy Chief Minis-
ter added. ,

Mr. Sisodia also said that
the admissions in Delhi go-

BJP MLAs Mohan Singh Bisht and Abhay Ve

4 '\ 15e

rma (right), who

were marshalled out of the Delhi Assembly on Monday, the
first day of the moNSOON SESSION =SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

vernment-run universities
were under way but no one
had been appointed to the
post of Director of Higher
Education since the pre-
vious director was trans-
ferred 22 days ago.

Frequent transfers

AAP MLA Saurabh Bharad-
waj alleged that junior engi-
neers employed by the Mun-
icipal Corporation of Delhi
were allowed to remain in
the same post for years but
the principal secretary of
the Higher Education De-
partment got “transferred
every other day”.

“Nine principal secretar-
ies and seven directors have
been changed in the Depart-
ment of Training and Tech-
nical Education,” Mr. Bha-
radwaj alleged. Training his
guns at the L-G, Mr. Sisodia
said since the L-G was a re-
presentative of the Centre,
any failures or lapses on his
part were also failures of the
Central government.

BJP responds

Mr. Sisodia’s allegations
against the Centre and the
L-G were rebutted by Leader
of the Opposition in the Del-

hi Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri.

Mr. Bidhuri said the Ser-
vices Department was cur-
rently under the L-G and the
legal dispute between the
Delhi government and the
Centre over administrative
services was pending in the
Supreme Court.

Till the time the apex
court decides on the matter,
Mr. Bidhuri added, the auth-
ority of transfers and post-
ings of officials will remain
with the L-G. “The Delhi go-
vernment should act with
restraint and respect in this
matter as the L-G is working
to bring about reforms in the
city,” Mr. Bidhuri said.

Mr. Bidhuri added that
the recently appointed L-G,
V.K. Saxena, was working as
the “guardian” of the city’s
residents and that accusing
Mr. Saxena of abuse of auth-
ority showed the “narrow-
mindedness of the AAP
government.”

“The L-G is not sitting in
his AC room, but holding
meetings with various de-
partments. He has suspend-
ed DDA’s officers on charges
of corruption,” Mr. Bidhuri
said.

VICE
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DFS rejects fire NOC of Vikas
Minar; cites shortcomings

The entire building has not been declared unsafe: DFS Chief

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

The Vikas Minar building in
ITO here has failed to meet
fire safety guidelines man-
dated by the Delhi Fire Ser-
vice (DFS) and the renewal of
its fire no-objection certifi-
cate has been rejected, ac-
cording to a letter issued by
the agency.

The building houses sever-
al key offices of the Delhi De-
velopment Authority (DDA).
The 23-storey building,
which stands at 82 metres,
was once the tallest building
in the Capital.

According to the letter dat-
ed July 1, the DFS observed
several shortcomings in the

building, which include un-
sealed electrical shafts, stair-
case and lift lobby en-
croached by  dumped
furniture, among others, in
the inspection of the five-de-
cade-old building carried out
on June 23. DFS director Atul
Garg said while the request
for the NOC has been reject-
ed, the entire building has
not been declared unsafe. He
added that a request for the
renewal of the fire NOC has
to be made every three
years.

“Only the request for rene-
wal has been rejected and af-
ter rectifying the said short-
comings at the earliest, they
can request for the renewal

S

again,” said Mr. Garg.

Other safety issues noted
by the agency included fire
pumps without auto start
provision, dysfunctional fire
detectors and manually oper-
ated electronic fire alarm sys-
tem, according to the DFS
Chief.

Responding to the deve-
lopment, a DDA spokesper-
son said, “Vikas Minar was
constructed in 1972. Many
changes in advanced fire
technologies, bye-laws etc.
have occurred in the course
of time. Observations raised
by the DFS will be acted
upon priority and the DFS
will be called for re-inspec-
tion.”
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Centre, Delhi govt. granted 4 weeks to
respond to petition on water harvesting

Authorities asked to share details of rainwater harvesting structures

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on Monday
gave four weeks to the Centre,
Delhi government and local auth-
orities here to submit their res-
ponse related to the lack of rain-
water harvesting structures and
easing traffic jams in the Capital
during monsoon.

A Bench of Chief Justice Satish

Chandra Sharma and Justice Sub-
ramonium Prasad listed the pu-
blic interest litigation (PIL) initiat-
ed by the High Court for further
hearing on August 17.

Lack of RWH structures
Last month, the High Court took
cognisance of a news report that
highlighted the lack of rainwater
harvesting structures in the Capi-
tal, following which it issued not-
ices to various government
departments.

Tﬂdnﬁ suo motu cognisance of

the matter due to its public impor-
tance, the High Court had issued
notices to Union Ministry of Ur-
ban Development and Ministry of
Road Transport, the Delhi govern-
ment, the Delhi Development
Authority, Delhi Jal Board, the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi,
Public Works Department, Com-
missioner of Police and Special
C.P. (Traffic).

The Vacation Bench of Justice
Jasmeet Singh and Justice Dinesh
Kumar Sharma had sought to

know from the authorities the
steps undertaken to address traf-
fic jams and snarls in Delhi during
monsoons.

Taking note of the traffic snarls
in Delhi that exist despite the
monsoon season, the Bench had
said it can “easily be controlled
and regulated instantly through
rainwater management as well as
with the assistance of Google
Maps which shows traffic jams in
various parts of Delhi”.

In August last year, the Delhi Jal
Board introduced a scheme to
provide financial assistance of up
to 350,000 to install rooftop rain-
water harvesting systems in group
housing societies, schools and
hospitals having properties of
plot size of 100 square metres and
above. The Delhi government has
been extending the last date for
the compulsory implementation
of rooftop rainwater harvesting
systems, for long.
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