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By June, Two Drains In Dwarka
To Transform Into Leisure Spots

DDA Says 70% Of Work Done, Only Treated Water To Be Discharged Into Them

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Development
Authority claims to have comp-
leted 70% of the work on rejuve-
nating two major drains pas-
sing through10sectors of Dwar-
ka. The deadline for the work is
June-end. The project includes
intercepting the sewage out-
falls along the drain, treating
the polluted water at three terti-
ary treatment sewer treatment
plants and discharging the trea-
ted water into the drains. The
development of recreational
and interactive public spaces
along the water channelsisalso
envisaged in the plan.

“We have developed dedica-
ted areas for interesting activi-
ties after consultations, such
asunhindered cycle tracks and
walkway corridors as a feeder
network for the nearby metro
stations. To ensure the cyclists
are not interrupted at the in-
tersections, we have made ele-
vated tracks tocross theroad,”
an official said.

Alongside, provisions have
been made for open-air food co-
urts with 74 kiosks, multiple
pergola-style bridges, sitting
areas, multiple entrances, car
parking, green corridors, 30 gu-
ardroomsneartheentrances of
intersections and streetlights
on both sides of drain embank-

ment areas. “To offset the ener-
£y requirement of the landsea-
ped parks, lighting, etc., solar
power generation panels will
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THE PROJECT

trunk drains in |

y Deadline: June-end

1. Trunk Drain-2

» 5.2km long, 24m wide

» Starts from Sector 8,
Dwarka and connects sectors
9,20,19and 24

» Project includes intercept-
ing all sewage falling into it
and treating it

» Two STPs, one of 5MLD and
other of 7.5 MLD capacity, setup
to treat the drain water through

Dwarka public spaces
STATUS
» T0% of work completed

REJUVENATION OF DRAINS

» Revamp of two | » Developing
interactive

ﬁBOUT TIIE DI[AIHS

tertlary treatment tech nology

» Water to be further treated
through bioremediation
technology and polishing
ponds to improve its quality
» Project also includes
developing recreational
facilities, nature trail, cycling
track, toilet facilities, park-
ing area, sitting plazas, and
fountain plaza
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Trunk drain-5

» Spread over 3.8km, passes
through sectors 15, 13, 14, 17
and 16 of Dwarka

» Provision for a sculpture
park and picnic court near
Sector 13 market

» Food street, meditation trail,
yoga pavilion, zigzag trail for
cycling, exhibition plaza, etc,
are to be developed

be installed to meet the power
demand,” said the DDA official.

Provisions for CCTV ca-
meras, security guards, selfie
points, landscape lighting,
etc., will be made once const-
ruction is completed. Thetwo
drains are 24 metres wide,
Trunk Drain 2 hasan approx-

imate length of 5.2 km, while
Trunk Drain 5 is3.8km long.
On TOI's visit to the sites,
work was goingon. The offici-
al said, “On Trunk Drain 2
starting from Sector 8 and
connecting sectors 9, 23 and
24, work is under way to deve-
lopthe STP Park, naturetrail,

open air food court, open air
theatre, three solar arcades
and two ecological zones. On
both sides of the drain, at le-
ast 2-3 metres have been utili-
sed for the purpose. Further,
two sewage treatment plants
of 5 million litre per day
(MLD) and 7.5 MLD capaciti-

esare almost complete.”

In addition to the STPE, bio-
remediation technology and
polishing ponds have been de-
veloped to improve the quality
of water released from the tre-
atment plant. “The food court
located near Sector 9 metro
station is spread across 500 sq
yards and has 30 kiosks. It is
nearing completion. At the far
end of Trunk Drain 2, a huge
artwork depicting ‘I love Del-
hi’ is under construction,” sa-
id the official.

Fourteen guard rooms and
20 kiosks are already finished
on Trunk Drain 5. A provision
has been made for a sculpture
park and picnic court near
Sector 13 market. To treat the
drainwater,an STPof 9.5MLD
capacity has been installed.

“A food street, meditation
trail, yoga pavilion, zigzag
trail for cycling, exhibition
plaza, children's park, bio-re-
mediation zone and nature
zone are the facilities being
developed here,” the official
revealed. “While work is in
progress on all these con-
cepts, it was affected by the
unseasonal rain recently. Ra-
inwater collected at various
iplaces, including in the dra-
in, and required pumping be-
fore work couldresume.”

DDA has placed rocks on
the sides and bottom of the
two drains so that the water
released from the STP will
notpercolate intothe ground.
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Ahead of G20, LG directs
revamp of Ring Rd stretch

Detailed Plan With Timelines Issued For 10km-Long Area

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: The 10km
stretch between Metcalfe
House and Purana Qila on
Ring Road will undergo a
massive aesthetic transfor-
mation in the next few days,
officials have said.
According to officials, Li-
eutenant governor VK Saxe-
na visited the entire stretch
— mostly on foot — last Sun-
day and specific directions
were issued for various tasks
tobeundertakenand comple-

ted within a fixed timeframe.,
Hedirected the Public Works
Department (PWD) earlier
this week to prepare a detai-
led action plan for an unpre-
cedented revamp.

“A detailed plan of action
with a specific timeline was
issued after the visit and the
agencies have already star-
ted workingonthesame,” sa
id an official.

The road has many im-
portant destinations such as
the busiest interstate bus
terminal of the city, two his-

torical monuments, samad-
his of prominent political le-
aders, two stadiums, a cre-
mation ground, busy traffic
intersections, a court comp-
lex, Delhi's largest conven-
tion and expo centre, and se-
veral religious structures.
This stretch is used by
lakhs of daily commuters
and connects the northern
part of the city to Central
Delhi and South Delhi. It al-
S0 serves as the main appro-
ach road in the capital for
travellers from the northern

SPRUCING UP THE SUMMIT LOOK

Prominent interventions suggested by LG for the Metcalfe House-Purana Qila stretch

> Build 6 public conveniences
with water ATMs on both
carriageways of Ring

Road

> Remove encroachment,

ensure smooth pedestrian

movement

> Stop open defecation
> Ensure regular police
patrolling, chalk out 5
traffic management plan
» Streamline ISBT's entry &
exit, no parking near them
> Remove unauthorised
hoardings, signage,
loose wires,
unnecessary poles
> Repair railings, curb stones,
central verge, green areas and
footpaths

> Wld en the carriageway
> Redevelop green
areas, install fountain

> Set up decentralised
STP, use treated water to
maintain greenery

» Remove encroachment
> Develop vacant space
at DDA’s biodiversity

park in Qudsia Bagh in
mission mode

» Develop proper {
parking opposite dhalao
» Commission two

LG Saxena inspected the 10km
stretch last Sunday

underconstruction multilevel
parking by June

> Install public music
system to play bhajans

> Except a mazar and a
temple, remove all other
encroachment from
central verge and old
and dangerous buildings
along road

> Remove construction around
pillars of flyaver to improve
traffic flow

> Area to be developed
as night food street by
MCD 3
» Remove religious and other
encroachments

> Improve greenery on
both sldes of Ri ng Rnad

> Install nrnamental

lights @

> Remove dark spots,
improve road lights on (
Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg '
> Develop green belt
» Install a sculpture
and a fountain near
Raja Ram Kohli-MG
Road intersection

[Ra Ghat |

> Light up good large
trees at entrance with
uplighters
> Replace jersey barrieers
with suitable aesthetic
structures

> Explore installation
of flags, Tricolour lights
on poles on ITO flyover

fountains in lake

» Entrance to parking  _
area from zoo canteen £ 4%
side, keep remaining
area free for pedestrian
movement L

» Remove all encroachments
from Mathura Road

» Iﬂstall three

fountains

» Remove white

fencing, all encroachments

» Landscape area,
install ornamental
lights on temple side
» Close one U-turn
opposite ITPO Gate no. § and

malra nthar li-tirn hin

> Installﬂoatlng volcano-type '

states of Punjab, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Himachal Pra-
desh, and Jammu and Kash-
mir, apart from those boar-
dingand alighting atISBT.

The revamp of the road
ahead of the G20 Summit
scheduled laterthis year will
transform itinto a recreatio-
nal hub, officials said.

Apart from aesthetic up-
grade, sanitation, cleanli-
ness, better traffic manage-
ment and augmented ligh-
ting, officialssaid, the LG has
also directed setting up at le-
ast six public conveniences
(toilets and water ATMs on
both sides of the road at
ISBT), seamless pedestrian
movement between Chandgi-
ram Akhada and ISBT, instal-
lation of decentralised STP
for horticultural purposes,
widening of carriageway at
U-Turn near Kashmere Gate
metro station and construe-
tion of multi-level and other
parking at Nigambodh Ghat.

LG has also directed the
officialsto develop afood stre-
et at Salimgarh Fort and a
green recreational complex
at Qudsia Ghat. Ornamental
lights will be installed after
every 10 metres across the
stretch. Sculptures with foun-
tains will also be installed in
available spaces at the traffic
intersections of Vijay Ghat,
Shantivan and Raj Ghat.

“LG has also directed of-
ficials to come up withacon-
crete utilisation and beauti-
fication plan for the huge
tract of land opposite Shakti
Sthal,” said an official.

The Purana Qila Lake
will also be beautified with
the installation of volcano-
typefountains. '
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Capital needs property titling authority to untangle web

‘ Sudhir Vohra

n May 2007, soon after the
L Master Plan of Delhi 2021
. was notified, a group of
ban professionals (inclu-
ng lawyers, urban plan-
dersandthisauthor), ledby a
British urban economist,
wrote atwo-volumereport on
“Conclusive property titling
reforms" relevant to NCTD.
The need to put in place a
conclusive land and property
titling authority has been
written about and discussed
for nearly two decades but
nothing has been done In
209, Niti Aavog drafted amo-
del conclusive land titling
bill and circulated it among
the states. As land is a state
subject, it isexpected that the
state governments would ta-
ke the initiative and pass the
_necessary legislation to crea-

tesuchanauthority
The problemsof Delhiare
a little more complex than
those of other states but it is
not as difficult to introduce
reforms as it may seem to be.
< A hundred odd vears ago,
when New Delhi was being
designed and laid out, all
land was vested in the King
Emperor. The Land and De-
velopment Office (L&DO)
was the original authority
which leased out land in the
city After 1955, some freehold
residential colonies were de-
veloped. After1962, DDA star-
ted developing leasehold re-
sidential plots for both single
ownersand group housing,
With the enactment of
National Housing Bank Act
of 1987, mortgaging {as we
know it today) started cree-
ping into the language of ur-
ban development and econo-

LG reviews progress of projects
at two commercial centres

New Delhi: Lieutenant gover-
nor VK Saxena on Saturday vi-
sited Bhikaji Cama Place and
Nehru Place totalkestock of the
ongoing revamp work by Delhi
Development Authority (DDA).
“{I) visited Bhikaji Cama
Place and Nehru Place to take
stock of the situation on the
ground and the ongoing re-
vamp work. (T have) instructed
the officials to complete works
at the earliest and ensure exis-
ting and prospective cleanli-
ness. (I} will monitor the pro-
gress on a monthly basis,” the
LG tweeted on Saturday.

For the upgradation of two
prominent commercial cen-
ters in Delhi, DDA has set July
1{for Bhikaji Cama Place)and
June 30 (for Nehru Place) as
fresh deadlines.

In its budget for the financi-
al year 2023-24, a provision of

Rs 65 crore has been made by
the authority for undertaking
remaining retrofitting and up-
gradation work at these two
commercial eentres.

The main features of the

mics, This push toencourage
city development picked up
paceafter DDA and LDOstar-
ted the process of conversion
of land from leasehold to fre-
ehold. This transition, cou-
pled with banks being wil-
ling and sometimes eager to
offer funds or mortgages, re-
sulted in thecreation of whal
are generally called builder
floors and builder apart
ments. The result was that
many residential plotted ho-
use plots got fragmented into
individual floor/apartment
ownerships without a regu-
latory body to keep track of
who had what rights on stuff
like parking spaces, common
facilities and elevators ete,
With MPD 2021, promul-
gated in 2007, the stilt floor
entity became a part of ur-
ban lexicon. Created origl
nally for the purpose of ma-

Bhikaji Cama Place upgrada-

tion involve fagade improve
ment, basement renovation
alongwith replacementof thefi-
refighting systein. Atthe Nehru
Place commercial centre, pro-
jects include the upgradation of
the public plaza, the construe-
tion of tensile structures and 10
new toilet blocks, and arrange-
ments forseatingand parking.
“The newly constructed
water reservoir for (irefigh-
tingat Nehru Place will be con-
nected toa DJB line at theearli-
est and construction of Par-
king at Bhikaji Cama Place
will start within 15 days...” the
LGsaid inanother tweet.

With digital technologies getting stronger and
securer, it is perhaps the right time for the
government to revive efforts to create a conclusive
property titling authority. Such a move shall help
various urban bodies to conclusively identify the

various ownerships and other records of rights

king space for cars to be par-
ked within the plot (a noble
and no doubt fairly success-
ful planning teol), the ow-
nershipof such commonspa-
ces started finding its way in-
to sale deeds and such other
presumptive property titling
documentation without any
logical or common way of es-
tablishing a conclusive pro-
perty titling system,
Theresultis that now - wit-
hout a conclusive property tit-
ling authority - courts at both

the district and high court le-
vels have been flooded with a
plethora of cases relating to
ownership squabbles over
common spaces, lands or ser-
vices, maintenance of com-
mon spaces and equipment
and other similar matter:

In 2009, recognizing these
issues, MCD comm issioned a
report on how a conclusive
property titling authority eo-
uld be created. The report de-
alt with various kinds of is-
sues the city faced, including
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rights in the unauthorized
but regularized colonies. But
apart from a few seminars
and discussions, nothing
concrete was done to ereate
the systems required to be
put in place for such an effec-
tive authority In 2019-20, Nee-
ti Aavog published its own
advisory reports and a mode]
state conclusive land titling
act was put out for stakehol-
der consultationsand possib-
le adoption by the states.
Mothing has moved since
thenand thecity stumbleson
with the old presumptive do-
cuments system. This means
that a plethora of documents
like the ones related to “chain
of ewnership”, wills, court
orders, family agreements,
relinquishment deeds, con-
veyance deeds and other
such both registered and un-
registered documents conti-

nue to be stored in the almi-
rahs of citizens without the
government agencies having
a clue about who owns what
and without a centralized di-
gital records of rightsand re-
cords of ownershiplibrary

In the last decade, PAN
and Aadhar have gained pro-
minence and credibility
thanks to the digital revolu-
tion. Linkages to ownership
of wvehicles, property regi-
stration deeds etc have these
two numbers enshrined in
them now though a lot mare
needs to be achieved in even
these twoefforts.

With digital technologies
getting stronger and securer,
it is perhaps the right time
for the government to revive
the efforts to create a conclu-
sive property titling authori-
ty for the NCTD to begin
with. Such a move shall help

the civic agencies, AST and
NMA, electricity distribu-
tion companies, DJB and
other urban bodies to easily
and conclusively identify the
various ownerships and
other records of rights inste-
ad of allowing a few unskil-
led individuals in these ur-
ban  departments/service
providers to [nterpret pre-
sumptive titles randomly
While the efforts to create
thelegislative framework fora
conclusive land and property
titlingauthoritycan continue,
the methods and systems
which need tobe put in place
to create a digitally powered
conclusive property titling
authority should be initiated
so that the integration of data
from the various government
agencies can also bedone.
(Sudhir Vohra isan
darchitect & urban plagner)
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