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Wagqf can’t own
property: Centre

Richa Banka
letters@hindustantimes.com “

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Waqf
Board is not and cannot be the
owner of any of the 123 proper-
ties and at best could only be a
custodian, that too only if it's a
Wagf property, the Union gov-
ernment has told the Delhi high
court while opposing the board’s
plea against the inspection of the
properties absolved of its control.
The Centre added that “merely
because certain properties were
given on lease to various persons,
does not ipso-facto mean that the
said properties are converted
into Wagf properties”.

The land and development
office (L.&DO) of the ministry of
housing and urban affairs (HUA)
in February decided to take over
123 properties from the Delhi
Wagf Board, including mosques,
dargah and graveyards, based on
the report of a two-member
committee.

The deputy L&DO, in a letter
to board chairman Amanatullah
Khan, on February 8 informed
him about the decision to absolve
the Delhi Wagqf Board from all
matters related to the 123 proper-
ties based on the panel’s report.

In an affidavit filed in response

“ to the board’s application to

restrain the inspection and dem?
olition of the 123 properties, the

. Centre said that neither the

board nor anyone else can have

the objection to any inspection,
which would even otherwise be
permissible under the Waqf Act.

The application was filed ina
pending petition by the board
against the letter dated February
8 absolving them of all the 123
properties.

Justifying its action, the Centre
said that the letter to the board
clearly indicated that inspection
would be carried out of the 123
properties to give the factual
position to the authorities for
them to take a decision. “By the
letter dated February 8, 2023, all
that has been stated is that physi-
cal inspections are to be carried
out of all the 123 properties,” the
Centre stated.

In a fresh application follow-
ing the demolition of the bound- |
ary wall of a madrasa in'Bengali
Market area on April 12, the
board told the court'that, after
the last date of hearing, DDA has
started to send its employees to
visit the 123 Wagf properties,
along with police, who are affix-
ing and distributing the notices/
letters there.

Challenging the Union govern-
ment’s decision February 8 deci-
sion, the Wagqf board has con-
tended that these properties are |
either dargahs, mosques or
graveyards, which have always
remained in its possession and
cannot be taken away now on the
basis of a report of a two-mem-
ber committee.
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