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C Stays Demolition, But
viction Triggers Panic

DUSIB Action Leaves Night Shelter Inmates Out In Open

Ridhima Gupta &
Vineet Upadhyay | tnn

New Delhi: Late on Friday eve-
ning, Delhi Urban Shelter Impro-
vement Board evicted inmates of
themen’snightshelter at Kashme-
re Gate, triggering panic among
the homeless people who stayed
there. This was done despite Delhi
High Court earlier inthe dayorde-
ringastay onthedemolitionof the
shelterstill March 14.
Mohammad Nameez, 32, anati-
veof Biharand homeresident, do-
es odd jobs at banquet halls for ali-
ving. He said, “Police forcefully
evicted us at night. Obviously, we
aren’t human beings to these big
people. When they pity us, they
provide us with a roof. But when
they think we are an eyesore, they
run us out.” He said that many pe-
ople looking for labourers for va-
rious works came to the shelter,
which was an advantage of living
in the facility Both a living space
and work opportunities had been
snatched from them, he mourned.
On Friday, Delhi High Court
heard the petition of 11 night shel-
ter inmates, during which the
single judge bench of justice Tus-
har Rao Gedela said that eviction
would seriously infringe the fun-
damental right of the shelter
users. The petitioners’ counsel,
Kamlesh Kumar Mishra, said,
“DDA submitted that the resi-
dents were to be shifted to other
shelters, a list of which was given
to the court.”
DUSIB counsel as well as PK

. LN ol o FF
UNCERTAIN TIMES: Eviction at Kashmere Gate men's shelter home

Rajesh Mehta

Jha, director of rehabilitation,
DUSIB, assured that no adverse
action would be taken till Tuesday.
But as Mishra informed TOI,
contrary to the statement made in
court, around 8.30pm on Friday,
the demolition of the shelters be-
gan. Deepak Kumar, 52, suddenly
found himself on the road after
more than five years. The tea sel-
ler said, “For many years, this
shelter had become home for peo-
plelikeme. Witharoof over my he-

< ad, I was able to start a tea stall.

But I am homeless again and am
uncertainaboutmy teastalltoo.”
Kumar, who has injuries on
his head and leg after a recent acci-
dent, added, “My belongingsare ly-
ing on the road. [ don't know where
togo.lean't walk toofarbecausemy
legis injured and I havetoreturnto

openmy stall inthemorning.”

Shailender;, 25, was searching
for his fellow inmates. He said
“My friendsfled when police came
and started threatening us. Now
eachoneistryingtofindaplaceto
stay, atleastforthenight.”

There are around 10 homeless
shelters in the area, with around
300 people staying in them. Anxie-
ty has spread to other shelters too,
with inmates there fearing all ho-
mes will be vacated.

Mishra claimed that the homes
were being brought down under he-
avy policedeployment. Themen en-
gagedinthedemolition hadrefused
to disclose their names but insisted
they were following orders “from
the top”. Mishra said the eviction
of the inmates was a clear case of
contempt of court.
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Times News Netwonrk

llkm of Yamuna floodplain:

New Delhi: Lieutenant governor VK Saxena,
who inspected the Yamuna floodplain on the
Shastri Park-Bela Farm-Garhi Mandu stretch
in Northeast Delhi on Saturday, has directed
that immediate steps be taken to clean, restore
and rejuvenate the 11km stretch.

Saxena, who was accompanied by the chief
secretary, vice-chairman of Delhi Development
Authority (DDA), and officials of other stakehol-
der departments, had taken an on-site stock of
thesituation. Once rejuvenated by DDA, the site

| willdevelop asaone-of-its-kind publicgreen spa-
ce in the locality, which has been suffering the
most due to unplanned urbanisation and degra-
dation. The area adjoins localities such as See-
lampur, Shastri Park and Shahdara.

Though DDA was instructed to ensure
plantation of onelakhtreesatthe ShastriPark
site, the entire 11km stretch on the eastern
bank, upstream from Shastri Park to Garhi
Mandu, will undergoa thorough makeover.

The rejuvenation work on the hitherto neg-
lected Yamuna floodplain in Northeast Delhi
will include physical cleaning of thebanksby re-
moving garbage, dumped construction and de-
molition (C&D) waste, animal waste and encro-
achments. [t will end rampant polluting activiti-
es like washing of empty sacks and gunny bags
used for packing chemicals or cement and dispo-
sal of waste generated by slaughter of birds.

The steps to be taken for rejuvenation of the

LG Saxena inspected the floodplain on Sunday

intenance of the two main water bodies by DDA
on the banks, with the aim of interconnectingall
the water bodies at different locations through a
channel. This inter-connectivity will ensure uni-
form water levels inall the water bodies.
Extensive plantation throughout the stretch
in a triple grid layered design is another compo-
nentof theaction plan. While thefirst layer of the
grid will have riverine grasses, the second layer
will have bamboo plantations, and in the third la-
yer various flowering and fruit-bearing trees will
be planted. These sites will be developed by DDA
as open public greens with ecologically sustai-
nableconveniences wheredifferent speciesof flo-
raand fauna can flourish, said the LG office.
Aftertaking charge as chairman of the high-
level committee constituted by the National Gre-
en Tribunal (NGT) to oversee the rejuvenation
of Yamuna, Saxena has been chairing meetings
with concerned departments and inspecting the
river at various locations to ensure cleaning and

riverare cleaning/desilting, restorationandma-  conducting follow-up visits.
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NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) will take
up restoration of an 11km
stretch of the Yamuna flood-
plain, upstream from Shastri
Park to Garhi Mandi area, near
Signature bridge, and turn it
into a green space for the pub-
lic, officials said on Sunday.

Lieutenant governor VK Sax-
ena, who also heads the high-
level committee on Yamuna
rejuvenation, constituted by
the National Green Tribunal
(NGT), inspected the belt along
Shastri Park, Bela Farms and
Garhi Mandi on Saturday and
issued directions to restore the
stretch to its natural state, offi-
cials said.

In the coming days, DDA will
plant 1,00,000 trees at Shastri
Park, along with developing
layers of riverine grass, bam-
boo parks and fruit bearing
trees, the LG secretariat said.
The project will likely be com-
pleted by December, officials
said.

The region is said to be one
the most congested zones in
north east Delhi and the flood-
plain is located next to densely
populated areas on the eastern
banks of the river like Seelam-
pur, Shastri Park and Shah-

LG VK Saxena inspected the belt along Shastri Park, Bela Farms

and Garhi Mandi on Saturday.

dara.

A senior official from the LG
secretariat said there will be
four key components to the
work - clean-up the site by lift-
ing garbage and construction
and demolition (C and D)
waste; desilt, restore and inter-
connect two water bodies in
then belt; extensively plant
trees in the area; and develop it
as open public space.

“First, the banks and flood-
plains will be cleaned by
removing garbage, construc-
tion and demolition waste and
encroachments,” the official
said.

The LGt;house official added

HT PHOTO

that the second step will be to
desilt and restore two main
water bodies, to be undertaken
by DDA along the river banks.
“QOur ultimate aim is to connect
all water bodies of the region g
through channels so that agen-
cies can ensure uniform water
levels. The third step will be a
triple layered plantation - first
layer of riverine grasses, sec-
ond layer of bamboo and third
layer flowering and fruit bear-
ing trees. These sites will be
developed by Delhi Develop-

ment Authority as open public® |

greens as ecologically sustaina-
ble areas,” the LG secretariat

official added. 1
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DDA to plant 11. trees at Shastri Park f |

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Devel-
opment Authority will plant
one lakh trees in Shastri Park
arca as part of plans to rejuve-
nate the Yamuna floodplains, a
statement from Lieutenant Gov-
ernor’s office said on Sunday.

The statement comes a day
after the Lt Governor inspected
the Shastri Park-Bela Farm-
Garhi Mandu area of the
flood plains in northeast Delhi
and directed officials to clean,
restore and rejuvenate the 11
km-long stretch.

Even as the DDA was
instructed to immediately
ensure plantation of 1 lakh
trees at the Shastri Park site,
the entire 11 km stretch on the
eastern bank, upstream from
Shastri park to Garhi Mandu
will undergo a thorough make
over, it said.

L-G took ; n un-‘siile stock of the situatio
ensure steps to tlean, restore and rejuvenate the degraded flood plains

from different species of riverine
grass, bamboo and other flower-
ing/fruit-bearing trees to reju-

—

stock of the situation and
instructed officials to imme-
diately ensure steps to clean,

statement said, “Once reju- |
venated by the DDA, this site
will develop as a one of its kind |
public green in the locality,
which has been suffering the
most due to unplanned urban- |
ization and degradation. The
area adjoins localities like
Seelampur, Shastri Park and
Shahdara etc’) it said. '
The main components of |
the rejuvenation work includes |
physical cleaning of the banks |
and flood plains by removing |
garbage, dumnped construction
and demolition waste, animal
waste and encroachments, it
said. It includes cleaning and
desilting, restoration and main- |
tenance of the two main water
bodies by the DDA on the banks
with the aim of inter-connect- |
ing all the water bodies through
a channel to ensure uniform |
water levels and carrying out |

The DDA will plant one
lakh trees at Shastri Park apart

- THE HINDU

venate the floodplains, it said.
“The L-G took an on-site

Monday, March 13, 2023

DELHI

‘Ministry’s nod for draft
MPD-2041 won't take long’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The draft Master Plan for
Delhi-2041 (MPD) is unlike-
ly to see any hurdles in re-
ceiving approval from the
Union Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs (Mo-
HUA), a senior official said,
adding that the Ministry
will soon receive the draft
cleared by the Delhi Deve-
lopment Authority (DDA).
Earlier this month, the
draft MPD-2041 was passed
by Lieutenant-Governor
V.K. Saxena, also the chair-
person of the DDA. The se-
nior official added that ap-

proving and notifying the
draft MPD-2041 would not
take long, as was the case
with the previous Master
Plan, MPD-2021, which was
notified in 2007.
Meanwhile, the MoHUA
is completing the process
of seeking comments from
other ministries in connec-
tion with the proposed
amendments to the Delhi
Development Act, 1957,
which includes making
land pooling mandatory if
the minimum participation
rate of 70% is achieved,
“After this is concluded, we
 will seek the Cabinet’s ap-
proval,” said the official.

—

restore and rejuvenate the
degraded flood plains,” the

| DD __

extensive plantation through- |
out the stretch in a triple grid
layered design. |

the pion
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A to plant 1 lakh

“trees at Shastri Park

STAFF REPORTER # NEW DELHI

The Delhi Development

1 Authority will plant one
lakh trees in Shastri Park area
as part of plans to rejuvenate
the Yamuna floodplains, a

- statement from Lieutenant
Governor’s office said on
Sunday.

The statement comes a day‘r

after the Lt Governor inspect-

ed the Shastri Park-Bela Farm-

+ Garhi Mandu area of the flood

plains in northeast Delhi.and

directed officials: to clean,

- restore and rejuvenate the 11
km-long stretch,

‘Even as the DDA was

instructed to immediately

* ‘ensure plantation of 1 lakh trees

at the Shastri Park sife, the
entire 11 km stretch. on the
eastern bank, upstream from

%

Shastri park to Garhi Mandu
will und érgﬂ a thorough make
over, it said. .

The DDA will plant one
lakh trees at Shastri Park apart
from different species of river-
ine grass, bamboo and other
flowering/fruit-bearing trees
to rejuvenate the floodplains, it
said.

“The LG took an on-site

stock of the situation and
instructed officials to immedi-
ately ensure steps to -clean,
restore”and rejuvenate the
degraded flood plains,” the

.statement said.

“Once rejuvenated by the
DDA, this site will develop as
a one of its kind public green
in the locality, which has been
suffering the most due to
unplanned urbanization and
degradation. The area adjoins
localities like Seelampur,
Shastri Park and Shahdara etc,
it said.

The main components of
therejuvenation wark includes
physical cleaning of the banks
and flood plains by removin
garbage, dumped constructigp
and demolition waste, animg]
waste and encroachments, j
said.
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