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New home: 2 golden
jackals caught on cam

at Yamuna |

Priyangi.Agarwal

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: For the first time,
apair of golden jackals (Canis
aureus) hasbeen sighted at the
Yamuna Biodiversity Park, de-
lighting wildlife enthusiasts.
Camera traps installed at
the park captured the image of
the two jackals on Saturday.
The ruddy mongoose (Urva
smithii) has also been spotted.
Though the Aravali belt in
Delhi has a breeding popula-
tion of golden jackals, it is for
the first time that the animal
has been spotted at Yamuna
Biodiversity Park. Both the
jackals are sub-adults. Scien-
tists said the sighting is a sign
of thepark’simproved habitat.
“It is believed the jackals
arrived at Yamuna Biodiversi-
ty Park following the path on
the Yamuna floodplain. While
Aravaliand Tilpath Valley bio-
diversity parks have breeding
populations of golden jackals,
it is unlikely jackals will use
rockyterraintoreach Yamuna
Biodiversity Park, which has
no proper corridor,” said Faiy-
az Khudsar, scientist at Yamu-
na Biodiversity Park and in-
chargescientistat DDA's biodi-
versity parks programme.
Scientists said golden jack-
als are important predators for
any ecosystem as they take
partin the food chain and cont-
rol the population of herbivo-
res. “They play an important
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role by scavenging animal car-
rion and recycling the organic
material in the ecosystem, the-
reby improving the ecosystem
health. Golden jackals have a
social structure, occasionally
living in packs with the basic
social unit of a breeding pair;”
said Khudsar. The presence of
jackals at the park indicates
successful rewilding, headded.

“Ruddy mongooses were
also sighted for the first time
nearly three months ago and
sincethen,therehasbeenare-
gularsighting,” said Khudsar.

Yamuna Biodiversity Park
isnow home tomany animals,
birds, butterflies and insects,
apart from medicinal herbs
and biologically rich wet-
lands. Over the years, hogdeer
have made the park their abo-
de. A leopard that migrated to
the park in 2016 was spotted for
nearly two weeks, but was la-
ter captured and released into
the forests of Uttarakhand. It
is suspected that the golden
jackals arrived at the park fol-
lowing a similar route along
the Yamuna banks.
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